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M5%p NANT- A Link Between Y373 93 and Magic Spells?

Just before M N7, Sephardim follow the practice of performing 2771 NANT in the
same manner as do Ashkenazim but in contrast to Ashkenazim, they perform an additional
practice: i.e. ﬂ'l‘?'?P NANM, the cancellation of curses. Here is the opening text of NN
M55 according to the MY MPBRINDRIPIL D¥TIDD PP 31D NDYD BN
NYSRINY 27 MM (Wien 1836):
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Translation: May it be Y our will, G-d, our G-d, and the G-d of our forefathers, that all the curses,
excommunications and banishments that I uttered or cursed, or swore to, or expelled or excommunicated
against myself (if plural-that we cursed, swore to, expelled or excommunicated against ourselves) or against
others who are of the Jewish faith, or if others cursed, excommunicated, or banished me or my wife, or my
offspring, or any member of my family (us and our wives) (female-or my husband) (or our offspring or any
member of our family). May it be Your will, G-d, onr G-d, and the G-d of onr forefathers, onr G-d who
presides over heaven and earth that none of the aforementioned shall govern over us and will have no affect
on our lives. May all curses be transformed into blessings as it is written (Devarim 23, 6): And G-d will

transform for you all curses into blessings becanse G-d loves you (Y eshayahu 6, 7) and your sin will be set
astde and all your misgivings will be forgiven.

A similar prayer entitled: ﬂﬂ‘?‘?Pﬂ DDA is found in a N7 273122 AN published in the
1500’s. This prayer was recited before M1 N2 on the eighth day of MDD:
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Translation: With the permission of the court on Earth and with the permission of the court in Heaven and
with the permission of our holy Torah and with the permission of the Great Sanbedrin (70 members) and
with the permission of the Lower Sanbedrin (23 members) and with the permission of this holy
congregation, may all curses, oaths, banishments, excommunications, curses, acts of witcheraft and all such
evil undertakings and bad dreams that were inflicted against any home of any Jewish male or female and
particularly those placed against so and so (male) or so and so (female) or against any member of their
households, curses that others uttered or that any of us uttered or that we uttered against ourselves whether
unintentionally or intentionally, whether done in anger or calmly, whether with specific intent or absent
intent, or in any other manner, may they be annulled. With the permission of G-d and His heavenly
court, G-d’s agents in Heaven and G-d’s agents on Earth, may all those utterances be nullified, may they
be considered like earthemware that has been broken that no longer has any use, nullified and forgiven,
having no potency nor validity, as it is written (Devarim 13, 18): And nothing of that which was devoted to
destruction shall remain in your hand; that the 1ord may turn from the fierceness of His anger, and show
you merey, and have compassion upon you, and multiply you, as He has sworn to your forefathers; and it is
written (Devarim 23, 6): Nevertheless the Lord your G-d wonld not listen to Balaam,; but the Lord your
G-d turned the curse into a blessing for you, becanse the Lord your G-d loved you and it is written
(Devarim 4, 4): But yon, who held fast to the Lord, your G-d, are alive, every one of you this day.

What is the link between 2Y373 11N, 373 53 and ﬂﬂbbp NN and the holidays?
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Translation: Nissan is the month that begins the new year for kings, holidays, months, the collection of
Shekalinm and some say for renting houses . . .How is Nissan the beginning of the new year for holidays?
Omne who vows, one who offers to contribute his valne and one who sanctifies an object are not in violation of
Sfulfilling their commitment until the passage of the sunsequent Three Holidays. Rabbi Shimon says: the
Three Holidays that must pass must pass in a set order with Pesach being the first holiday. Along those
lines Rabbi Shimon added: sometimes that involves three holidays, sometimes four holidays and sometimes
fve holidays. How do each of those circumstances play ont? If someone made a vow before Pesach, he is not
considered late in fulfilling bis vow until Pesach, Shavuos and Succos have passed. 1f he made his vow
before Shavuos, he is not considered late in fulfilling his vow until Shavuos, Succos, Pesach, the next
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Shavuos and the next Succos have passed. If he made his vow just before Succos, he is not considered late in
Sfulfilling his vow until Succos, Pesach, Shavuos and the next Succos have passed.

A person who makes a vow to bring a ]292 or who sanctifies an object or who vows to
contribute his value to the @I N2 must fulfill that vow within a year. If he fails to do
so, he has transgressed the negative commandment of NN b3, being late. The year by
which the vow must be redeemed is defined by the NDDIN as the passage of three 89937,
holidays. 1D%1 is deemed to be the MW BN, the anniversary, for calculating the year in
which to redeem vows. This means the passage of the holidays of D2, MMAY and MWD
but not necessarily in that order. WAL "9 disagrees and holds that the statute of
limitations of one year must include the holidays of DD, MY and MWD, in that order.
In other words, in every year, the last day of M21D is the deadline by which all vows made
during the preceding year must be fulfilled. A suggestion can be made that those who
followed the practice described by JWIE 'S may have recited *773 b2 on MDD DN asa

reminder to those congregated that they should redeem their pledges before the end of
noo.

What is the basis for the rule of MNP 937
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Translation: He shall not break his word-this means that he should not treat his words as having no
sanctity. 1If he himself is an expert in vows, he cannot annul his own vows. You might have thought that
since he has the power to void other people’s vows, he should certainly be able to annul his own vows! That
zs why the Torah says: He shall not break his word; he shall not treat his words as lacking sanctity. 'The
words: He shall not break his word teach us that in not fulfilling bis vows in a timely manner, he
transgresses the negative commandments of breaking his word and being late in fulfilling bis word. From
what source do we learn that rule? The Torah teaches us: when a person makes a vow to bring a sacrifice to
G-d, he shall not be late in redeeming bis pledge (Devarim 23, 22). We derive from that verse that in not
Sfulfilling a vow, a person violates two negative commandments, i.e. not keeping bis word and being late in
redeeming his pledge.

Let us return for a moment to the practice of ﬂﬁ‘?P NN, Does the practice contribute
to our understanding as to the origin of *771 52?7 The practice would appear to support

the explanation for *972 53 found in the following excerpt from the book: Folktales Of

The Jews, Volume 2, Edited and with Commentary by Dan Ben-Amos, JPS, 2007, pages
179-181:
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Contemporaneously with the halachic deliberations, the term neder (vow) and the
nullification of vows occurred in a different context, in which the term and the practice
had completely different meanings and cultural values-namely that of magical
incantations and formulas. These magical texts were discovered in archaeological
excavations in 1888 and 1889 at Nippur in Babylonia, in what is assumed to have been a
Jewish settlement. Studies and texts of the magical bowls are available, as are studies of
Aramaic formulas and bowls from Palestine. Benovitz dismissed the notion that Ko/
Nidrei draws on the meaning of the term neder in incantation formulas, but he did not
offer a clear reason for his opposition to this idea.

The incantations on these bowls and amulets contain the terms that constitute the
opening formula of the Kol Nidrei, either as nouns or verbs; ndr, hrm, asr, shv'a, gdsh, and
qym. However, within a magical context, these are verbal acts uttered or performed by
the speakers or magical specialists and directed at other people. Therefore, an
individual would need protection against such negative incantations and, in a moment
of grace, could mutually nullify any such incantation that he or she had uttered in the
past.

The texts of these bowls expose the magical negative meaning of the words. For
example:

“[Appointed is this bowl for the sealing and guarding] of the house, dwelling and
body of Huna son of Kupitay, that there should go out from him the tormentors, evil
dreams, [curses] vows, spells, [magic practices, devils,] demons, liliths, encroachments,
and terrors” . ..

page 180-The Hebrew and Aramaic texts of the Ko/ Nidrei recitation have a fair
degree of ambiguity in the phrase a/ nafshatana (on our soul). The common
interpretation renders the phrase “[all the vows . . . | that we took.” However, in light
of the incantation texts, it is possible to understand the phrase in the following sense:
“that we brought upon our soul.” Furthermore, performed within a communal setting,
the ritual has an added dimension of mutuality. On the one hand, it nullifies all the
negative thoughts and verbal acts that were uttered against an individual, thereby
making void all those that were directed against him or her. On the other hand, in the
second part of the recitation, the speakers nullify all thoughts and speeches that they
uttered publicly or privately against others. This is thus a moment of cleansing for
self-protection and for forgiveness toward others.

The rabbinic authorities in the gaonic and medieval periods, as well as in subsequent
generations, and most of the scholars who addressed the case of the Ko/ Nidrei
considered the recitation within the framework of Jewish law. Although hatarat nedarim
(the nullification of vows) is a halachic principle, religious law is not the appropriate
framework for the interpretation of the reading. This incongruity generated an attitude
that considered the reading as paradoxical or enigmatic. The very antagonism of the
rabbinical authorities to the Ko/ Nidrei may have been generated by their objection to
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admit into a religious service, which is governed by religious rules, a ritual that is magical
in nature. Thus if the Ko/ Nidre: recitation is viewed as a magical ritual, as Gershon,
suggested, then the Ko/ Nzdrei could not be considered a legal formula and the meaning
of the term neder could not be interpreted in terms of its biblical and talmudic uses but
rather in light of its magical use in the land of Israel and Babylonia.

In the magical literature, the term neder occurs as a synonym of the other terms in the
Kol Nidrei as negative wishes, restrictions, and curses directed at other people.
Consequently, evoking the principle of communal mutuality, the recitation of the Ko/
Nidrei implies a public denunciation of all the negative thoughts people harbored against
each other, thereby cleansing themselves from the negative attitudes directed back at
them. Such an interpretation transforms the readers from people who are going back on
their word to anxious individuals who would like to rid themselves of any secret
negativity. The worshipers are both subjects and objects, denouncing the negative
feelings they harbored against their fellow members of the community and expecting
them to do the same. The Kol Nidrei is a verbal magical ritual of communal protective
purification, preparing each and every member of the community for life in the
following year. Therefore it is solemn; therefore it is awesome: Life is in the balance'.

Editor’s note: I wonld not have presented the possibility that *777 535 may have its origin in the elimination of magical spells
and incantations but for the current practice among Sephardim to recite 1 755/3 51907 together with 8°773 7957 on
TINT LN 3 and the practice found in the NPT NI of the 1500°s to recite 11992 [T on the eighth day of
/705,

1. For a somewhat contrarian view, see, the article entitled: What’s In A Bowl? Babylonian Magic Spells And The Origin Of
Kol Nidre by Rabbi Dr. Dalia Marx, in: All These Vows, Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Hoffman editor, Jewish Lights, 2011, pages
26-30.
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SUPPLEMENT
M>5p nann

Attached hereto as two exhibits. The first consists of three (3) pages and presents an
example of the practice of ﬂ155p NN taken from a MM that follows the Roman Rite
and was published in the 1500’s. The second exhibit consists of six (6) pages and presents
an example of the practice of J'\'l‘?‘?P NN taken from a MM that follows the Sephardic
Rite today.
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