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Up to now, we have spent little time examining the philosophy of 175N, That was done
intentionally. There are many very good books that deal with the philosophy of m°on.
Our goal is different. Itis to examine the sources for the M550 and the historical and
sociological factors that helped shape the structure of the modern MT'D. But try as we
may to avoid discussing the philosophy of 1750, we cannot escape it totally. plily
sometimes force us to face such an issue by their placement of M2°8N. Such is the case
when we examine the purpose of placing FMNT M7 within ML M272.

The NO22J never identifies the FMNT N272 as being a part of T M2M2. On what
basis did 9”1 began the practice of reciting MMNT N1272 within T MN2923? Rabbi
Joseph Soloveichik, 9731, (the “Rav”) in a lecture entitled T1M7 M372 and printed in a
79D called: 71 19 2N 1217 2, deals with this issue. He begins by establishing
two rules concerning 1°N129231 7N gil=Lr) 1) It is unlawful to study TN without first
making a 71293. The study of MM is like any other NI that we have in this world. We
may not enjoy that NI without reciting a 1273; 2) There is an obligation each day to
recite the MMM N1272 and to learn immediately thereafter. The Rav quotes the N7/2J
1373 5217 N S 92T I KON 121 55000 0N Y0 85 3N, He then
explores the basis for that rule and concludes that not only is 1750 an integral part of

253 17712 but that 7790 9N is also a necessary element of 252w MY, These are
some of his thoughts:

M17°227.252 Ay B TN M DS NAR TIPS DA’ [95M N 13 NN
T2 ROM 1IN 5T .00 S 01PN TN 1 13 WAk D0 @ 3 Aman
FTIAY MISH 50 BY 77N M2 S s 0P ue 155, 0321 1253 1173p0 NN
25 M, AP oY N, MAINN B NN 0INT A0 o8 nmbea nnpnn 23w
NN MTAY—"022235 5523 173Y5Y 200570, w03 Navern 35 1A oy m1abna

F1I0 9927 INn NOR 55e0m5 oy PN 72985 apna Ay

It is Rabbi Soloveichik’s position that in order to properly perform the MM of 72V
253 each day we must involve ourselves in both 1781 and 1790 TS,

The issue has deeper roots. What is it about 7N T3 that clevates it to 292 MMAY?
We may find an answer to that question in another lecture by Rabbi Soloveichik which is
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reported in the 191 BTN =190 in an article entitled: =M TSN ONY AN T2

OPIN T NIRRT N2, TR (RTINT 11 TN 1370 N wbn nnsn
FI3OW QY P IADMAMT SR PUAD NI MDD MBI 11Dm M ARG 5 N M
Y2315 NG PR T NS THmnk 255 a3 1R YonD mInm TRk R T
W ION

WINT MRS (2,5 ©¥137) PRON T Ty NAWY ARapT DR YT Aepwna

S 19102 —2HN ATIAYAY 9903 NN YHBD ,MYND MRS 1299 SN
WPTTA D DNMD TPOON AN D@D DA RIY PEOR DN 2w 1o 010 Mpas 127
;271721 DI 920w ARG /RN DAY 18T NIT RS (1D T aR) el 5531 7235 503
B2 [ DIMNA 1297 10 PIDYR AN DYDY M DD LD0IMAND 113 DOI9N 1IN D
270NWRIY 5 213928 DTN N PN DYON 1N 1 27enepaY

2315 o3 N Y 0D TN ERwRaY ANEBA PIDY? M RN YT NN
YW PD T2 T2 DR, TR D TR0 TN 00 ANty b

1213 SRR NI PN [2Y 7 AREI™Y R PHANT MYSon el $531 72235 5o
J210 PNRAT DR FINANRD B n NDDIN N B T NONDB AP
bpa AN MR R 50T N 793 PIDYS Pramn abmT N AN 209D M oyns
YATm— I1PNT AR S 9103 1% PYA N BN A 130 NoRePhRIN N
ST

5221132235 532311275 0 773p7 B PANRG IPH NPT DOYANI DTN 1N

NoT I DIDIDN M D A 11291, 1ONY 3R 12TR5 1Mo AN 2R D)
B2 PI23T MANTH 1o R 20N AR W IR0 —0o 3N 5 by
/BN’ DY NPM23 O M5

BNNMBR POR IR D32 130K 27D TN R 0D, 1190 DA 17apn NN
LIWONT Mo S 0vTYH N2TPNM NP2 IN NN

That is why 770 T3 is so important. That is why we remind ourselves 7711 mil=plal
0212 7330 as we begin MM n%8n cach morning.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

MU0 D199 =571 0 RAN 91D DY -You find that Torah and Tefila meld and

become one obligation of service of the heart. In furtherance of this idea one must add
and explain that in participating in the study of Torah, there is the fulfillment of the
obligation to pray. The way to perform the obligation of service of the heart in its most
complete form is by combining the study of Torah with supplication, Torah with personal
requests, an intense involvement in Halacha with heartfelt feelings and an outpouring of
the soul as it is written: “to serve Him with all your heart”-serve Him through His Torah,
serve Him in His Mikdash. Therefore, one should not begin to pray except after studying
words of Torah.

70 TP BRI AR 71292 -1 BTIN- The mitzvah of studying Torah demands much

from Man; concentration, intense involvement, persistence and other intellectual efforts
but all that work is worthwhile because its ultimate goal is to reach “a meeting with the
Shechinah.” The study of Torah is similar to a journey that never ends, to a walk towards a
destination that is difficult to reach....

In the Jewish view there exists the rule (Devarim ch. 30, v. 2) “and you will return to your
G-d.” After a Jew begins to wander and to involve himself in activities that are not
appropriate for a Jew-in the end, he is promised that he will be worthy to return to G-d:
“and you will seek from there your G-d and you will find Him if you pursue Him with all
your heart and all your soul (Devarim ch. 4, v. 29). The commandment to “seek” is
surprising because it is well known that we are believers, the children of believers. What
purpose is there to our expending effort to “seek” ? After all, we have recognized G-d as
the Supreme Being since the time of Avrohom our father? Why do we need to “seek?”

It is my opinion that a Jew is commanded to expend effort “to seek” at all times and
forever until he reaches the status of one “who sought and then found.” This is a journey
that is hard and long, and because of that, it must be undertaken “with all your heart and
with all your soul.” The purpose of the journey is “to find” and the redemption of the
Jewish people is dependent on each of us making that journey. The effort involved in
seeking and asking is the element that completes our faith and the fulfillment of the
mitzvot. For that reason, even a “Quintessential Man of Halacha” must undertake that
effort. A Man of Halacha must therefore be a man with substantial intellectual abilities.
Seeking out G-d is an inseparable part of the emotional religious bond between Man and
G-d that a Jew needs to feel.

We Jews are committed to perform the commandments of G-d and to seek G-d with all of
our hearts and with all of our souls, and to feel that G-d is close and by our side. It is for
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that reason that the obligation to seek G-d is thrust upon all believers, teachers, Men of
Halacha and even believers who have not reached a high level of study who are part of the

average Jewish population.

We are all obligated to seek G-d because in that way G-d will always be close to us when
we need to call out to Him. Our faith will then be sincere. Our effort will bring us closer
to fulfilling our goal of having the closest possible relationship with G-d.
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