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The M9 of 9131 present us with the opportunity to showcase how each letter of the

175N was planned by 57, Yet even 9”17 could not guarantee that variations in the text
would not enter into the 9917 M. Do not think that the variations diminish the
authenticity of the m5an. !'[D-'l'?; each variation opens a door to a deeper understanding
of the M>'0N. Occasionally the difference consists of only one letter. In our review of

the 199N of DD z?5.7, we find two such variations. Each involves the letter ", In the
end, the variations may represent different approaches to resolving the same issue.

The title to this week’s newsletter identifies the first texual variation. Do we begin by
reciting R'DAN DY or 2031 9. The second texual variation: do we end the first paragraph

by reciting 177 11312 or M7 12121? In both instances, the addition of the letter 1Y may have

been an attempt to balance two concerns: 1. do we denigrate the honor of 1”2PM when we
only thank Him for miracles that He performed in the past without acknowledging that
1”3pM performs miracles each day and/or by asking that He perform miracles in the

immediate future and 2. is it appropriate to make a request in the blessing of N7
(RYT) that 1”327 perform miracles for us?

The issues can be traced to the early @YD, In 13N DAY 27 MT'D, he did not include a

" either before Y031 Y or before I 1’212, However, he concluded the prayer of

DD BY with the following: N9D QYD1 I1D19N /77 130D MY 12,0110 NwYw ows
DY13m awS A AN YA

1IN YD 27 did not include a Y before YD1 %Y but he did include a2 ) before (D=}
M. He concluded with: ©%2 13920 291N Y0 = DOINYNAS 1Dl MY owd
B 22 19N, The Y A1 did not include a ) before 2Y031 BV but did include a
Ybefore M7 1213, He concluded with: 7T Q%22 MMaN 1WMAND DD PYYY DD
JINTT YD P25 2003 NOD 1DIDN 11 3aY Y 10 M (ara

The footnotes to the YWY M alert us that the 3"V Q77 objected to the manner in
which the above 21170 concluded 20371 %Y on the basis that one should not make a
AP in the 7372 of AN, MBADIN in PO 17”7 /N 1Y 7 7T 712931 /DA refuted the
objection of the 2"V R and substituted his own objection:

the endings of Amrom,) "RQE?2” DYIN [PNY 29 ANTIIY F5DN3 DD DY N
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33 N7 19273 DTN PNe KD 2595 (79 NI1213) DM 1ANY 085 (Saadia and Vitri
S5Drah KON M1 N KPP XTI NI DIBE LINAN 11002 733 KDY NN
TIANT DIPH MR DY 1IN PRE T DN T M20eT Hawa San T s
22D N7 ANTITT 92721 K293 130 N3P 17T 127 597 (1 2MDD) BYBon
WY MIN2 TRY I H20Nn AN ... DA T DIT DY M2 1PN 2om e
M3 U5 PR D71 13PwH RON 120K 13730 Do 105 s N PRI FINTIT 2003 DY
N25W 127

This is the second time that we found that M2DIN objected to a 750 MDA even though
the DY3MTP had presented the MDN. The first objection was to the ﬁW‘? in 7352
referring to vows of the prior year. From the ﬁW‘? of 203 7Y as found in our R NTD,
we can conclude that the opinion of MBDIN was once again accepted. The acceptance,
however, was not immediate. The 13 23 wrote that both versions were acceptable:
571 R 377 200 101,971 07anan A0, M MRENM 2113 AMDIT NI 70 DIN
L1023 MDD TP T2V D T°AYT '[D‘?.'I

Today 2Y117°D do not conclude QD7 %Y with "B®2”. It can be argued that adding the
letter Y to either the words "2 2Y” or "M ]M12” creates a substitute for the "Q¥?2”
endings. If you read D72 and R'DIN by continuously as a single prayer when 2017 by
begins with a 3, you notice that the last three lines of 272 begin ...\ Y22 531; 5?1
«.1'D3; and ...'[’ﬁﬁN‘?EJ 511 and 29031 DY then merges stylistically into the QY72 prayer.
Without the 4, there is no merger. QD7 by separates itself from RT3, You want the by
R°'DIN prayer to merge with R because R*TY2 contains within it an acknowledgment
that M”3P" performs miracles each day. When R'D31 Y stands alone, it is substantively
deficient because it does not carry the message that the 22 52 13137 does or potentially
can do B'DJ each day. That is arguably why the 17D of "1V 2PV 237 presents the
MDY for 2D BY by beginning with ik [see also (N) 72577 \AMN2 FIwn].

The Sephardim begin R'DA" 51.7 without a 1" and add a Y1 before 17 {212, DDA '71.7
then reads: M7 1727121 QA7 D22 129M9aND DY YE. With that change in DY, B'DAA 537

contains an acknowledgement that the D%W S5 13939 performed miracles for our
torefathers in their days and performs miracles for us in our time.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

1INJ BARY 29 MMT'D- In the same manner as You perfomed for them, so perform for us,
G-d our G-d, wonders and miracles at this time and we will acknowledge Your great name.

1IN YD 29- In the same manner as You performed miracles for the earlier generations

so too You should perform miracles for the later generations and save us at this time as in
their time.

YL NAA- In the same manner as You performed miracles and wonders for the eatlier
generations in their time at this time of year so too G-d, our G-d should perform miracles
and wonders for a good purpose in our time.

PoD T NRY T AT ;720310 DI MIBDIN- And says DD DY in WY MY in the
blessing of Thanksgiving. There are those who do not recite the "R¥2” prayer that
Amrom, Saadia and Vitri included because our sages taught in Tractate Brachot: never
should one make a personal request in the first three Brachot of TAE&Y P or in the
last three Brachot of FMW&Y ANMAL. That is a foolish objection because that reasoning

applies only to an individual who is making the request but does not govern when the
congregation as a unit is making the request. However it does appear that one should not

recite the "R¥2” prayer because of another reason based on what our sages held in Tractate

Pesachim that any matter which concerns the future should be recited in the blessing that
tfocuses on the future. The blessing of Thanksgiving focuses on the past. That is why they

established that we should recite R'D37 2P in that blessing. In the morning, one should
recite MY ANDL and say 20N Y in the blessing of Thanksgiving but should not say

the prayer of "R¥2” because the whole blessing concerns past events. Therefore, one
should not recite at that point any matter that concerns the future.

12 53- Nevertheless that is the language of the prayer in the ancient prayer books, and the

language of the prayer according to the R”21%; so too wrote Rabbi Asher. Therefore,
one can follow the opinion of one or the opinion of the other.
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