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Why is 12%82 17850 so important? Any of the following answers appears correct:

1. Because we want to recite MEITPIL Y27, such as AP LD or 1273;

2. Because the @91 2 13127 always accepts the 027 5% m»*on;

3. Because people fulfill their obligation by answering: [N to the 128 mYbw ;

4. Because of the principle of '[5?3 DA77 BY 2392 (The King’s glory is based on a
multitude of people).

Let’s look at the sources:
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By ruling that only those who cannot read Hebrew fulfill their obligation by answering JAN
to the M272 of the M2 nv‘vw, the 0”217 eliminated our reason number 2 for 170N
282, The MM ML criticized }YA7T (the majority) who saw 12823 1790 as
simply an opportunity to say 7P or MNP as misunderstanding the purpose of m>on
M23°82. The AMN2 MW thereby eliminated our reason number 1 for 712%82 m290. He

did, however, give us a solid explanation for 112%82 128N, He combined our reason
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number 2 with our reason number 4. The purpose of 112°82 M50 is to recite the silent

AAY MY with the largest group possible because the o2 b 19an always responds
to the prayers of a large group. Jews coming together as a large group to pray comes as
close as possible to replicating the experience of the ¥TPIBA N33 ATAY. That is what

lies behind the principle of '[‘7?3 DA77 BY 292, The following sources expand on this
thought.

Why is the o2 b an responsive to the prayers of a large group?
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What is the source for the principle of 2% N977 QY 272°?
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

mpaBe 1280 Ma5M = B7aM7-The prayer of the congregation is always heard even if
among the congregation there are sinners. G-d never rejects the prayers of a large group.
Therefore a person should participate with the congregation and should not pray alone if
he can pray with the congregation. A person should always arise early and go to synagogue
because his prayer is not always heard as it is when he prays in synagogue. 9. The leader
can be the conduit by which others fulfill their obligation. Under what circumstances? If at
the time that he prays and they listen and answer amen after each blessing, it is considered
as if they themselves recited the blessing. That rule applies only for those who cannot read
the prayers for themselves but for those who can read the prayers, they can fulfill their
obligation only if they read for themselves.

312D MR AN Y ]H5W— A person should try to pray in synagogue with the
congregation. If circumstances prohibit him from attending synagogue, he should pray at
the same time as the congregation prays.

DiTNAN 122-With the congregation-Even if he has the opportunity to pray at home with
ten men, he should go to synagogue because of the principle of in a multitude of people is the
King’s glory (G-d’s prestige increases proportionally based on the number of people who join
together in any one place to perform service to G-d).

12 NP R-With the congregation-Because G-d does not reject the prayers of the
congregation. Even if there are sinners in the group, you should not hesitate to pray with
them. If you have a choice of two synagogues, and one of them is a large congregation, it
is a mitzvah to pray with the large congregation. The communal prayer that halacha is
concerned with is the shmona esrei; that ten people who should read it together. Many
people erroneously believe that the purpose of congregating together is to hear kaddish,
kedusha or barchu. As a result all that they are concerned with is that there be ten people
in synagogue. That is an error.

'NBY=1—'2 Y T AT MI73-R. Yochonan said in the name of R. Shimon ben Yochai:
what is the meaning of the verse in Psalms Ch. 69: For e, let my prayer be in a favorable moment
for you, G-d-when is it a favorable moment? When the congregation prays. R. Yosi says:
trom this verse, Isiah Ch. 49: So says G-d, I will answer you in a favorable moment. R. Echa says:
trom here Job Ch. 36: Notice that G-d is great and will not despise. He is great in strength of heart
(The Minchat Shai says: G-d has strength of heart when Jews appear as a united group
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during communal prayer) and it is written Psalms, ch. 55: He saved mzy soul with peace while in
the battle that came upon me, because of the many people who prayed for me (Rashi). We learned
elsewhere, R” Nathan said: How do we know that G-d does not reject the prayer of a large
group? Because it is written Job Ch. 36: Nofice that G-d is great and will not despise. He is great in
strength of heart. And it is written Psalms, ch. 55: He saved my soul with peace while in the battle
that came upon me, becanse of the many people who prayed for me (Rashi). G-d said: all who study
Torah, and perform good deeds and pray with the congregation, I consider them as having
redeemed Me and my people from among the nations of the world.

N"2972- All who study Torah, perform good deeds and pray with the congregation-
Those acts are the three foundations upon which the world stands, as we learned: because of
three matters the world remains standing-becanse of Torah; becanse of service in the Temple and becanse of
good deeds. Now that the Temple is no longer available, communal prayer has replaced
service in the Temple. Communal prayer has become the equivalent of the daily sacrifices.
G-d said: Redeem Me and my people (through communal prayer) because my schechina is
now in exile. How do we know that the schechina is now in exile? From a verse in Psalms
Ch. 95: 1 join with them in their time of trouble.

A T PRB YHa #7-Proverbs Ch. 14 Verse 28: The King’s glory is based on a multitude of
people but the ruin of his Kingdom is in the lack of people. R. Chama said: come and see the glory
and greatness of G-d. Even though G-d has before him thousands and hundreds of
thousands of groups of ministering angels that can serve Him and praise Him, G-d does
not desire their praise but instead wants praise from the Jewish people as can be seen by
the verse of: The King’s glory is based on a multitude of people. The people referred in that verse
are the Jewish people as we learned in the verse Isiah Ch. 43 verse 21: This nation I created.
They shall say my praise, in order that they may say My praise in the world. And similarly in the
verse, Psalms 47, v. 10: Those people who were willing to die for Kiddush hashem are assembled, the
people of the G-d of Abraham, because G-d has the ability to be a shield for them on the earth. He is
greatly exalted. R’Simon says: When does G-d gain prestige in His world? At the hour in
which the Jewish people gather in synagogues and study halls and recite praise before their
Creator.
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