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17,18 OR 19 M2 IN 7Y A

The fact that we still call 7Y P by a name that translates to the number 18 and do
not call it &Y V¥ which represents the number of M1272 that it actually contains is
surprising. The wonder grows when we consider that according to the following N7t
both the first 18 M373 and the 19th 1292 were composed in the same era; while ]39
589913 was the head of the 1°77730 and the 1’77730 was located in M132°.
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The N220 2125 explains why the name remained MEY FIMY:
YIDM ,TPY ML NPON IMN PP ,0M Y YnT D DY ANI—3D 112D B9 N
DY NS 13PN 8D D93%A7 ND12 00 ,M57a Ay M3 D1 N KD Aonnny
MM TANTY D297 N272 PN DI 03T 13903 SRY5I 137 %3 0 AN B
NOR 11 RPN Dwn AR (2 Y M3 7M7) m9eNT M19N2 19K 1 MyaD
FTIY 3 N9DN MINTDY NP3 D0 1R Ty M
The statement that 11277951 11 KD [P M3 KON 17 NOW 1MWNI D confirms
that the N30 2125 is among those who believe that a prayer consisting of 18 M272 was
well known to the general public before the time of BN 139.

There may be a much simpler explanation as to why the name MY T continued
after the composition of the R'3%7 N273. In SN "IN MDY, even after the addition
of B33 N272, the number of M7 in MY NIV continued to be eighteen. The
272 of T MY NN and 299 M2 were combined. Here is one version of that
mana:
1O 118 HYY T 20w B T DN B Sy 09297 TRrn2 PN 1 amn
5N I IINR TN a0 Sy Ton S b0 by grees 91T mva miabn 5y 9mas
2oobeme 3 T

1. After the destruction of the &P M2 two versions of the 11 7°D developed; one in 9872 8 and one in 932, After
the Tenth Century, the areas that followed 287 {* % mD1 slowly dwindled until it lost all of its adherents.

2. The soutce for this 11373 is the journal T° by 3P which publishes material uncovered by scholars from handwritten
manuscripts. The article which includes a complete version of MLV MY according to PRI PN FIDN was written by
Uti Ehtlich and appears in volume 18 page 18.
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That there was a practice to combine the M2372 of M7 MY NN and 29517 113 can
seen from the following:
DYMOM ANE MO Y M- 1251 7 k) (ID13’5) N1272 N0 NN5DIN

0973 521 1D Hra oo S 5910 ;005—K 113 /% 12M3w MO TRy man a1
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The practice of combining the M373 of M7 MY NN and D917 M3 led Ismar
Ellbogen to argue in his book Jewish Liturgy, A Comprehensive History, that in }*IN FD13
DN, at first there were only 17 M373 and with the addition of B%3%37 N273, the
number of M2I72 reached eighteen. He supports his argument with the following &*712:
DY1D ROWN 23 AR Y RPN 5D (T -8 M D (R39M) 1130 93T
SDINI 139D RY2IPI IINT QNP WP NI 113 PN DN BN 1 NDY
1292 DwH NI 2002 7 [N 170 NMIBIBID 2710 TR RON 13T 1IN PO
21037192313 (1 29N DI DY 1A DN T MBS ANY M0 DR P
Ellbogen finds further support in the following N7/
DTN T2 VAN DN T 77 MAR-T/ N D 1T T DD M513 NoDm abenn Timon
13292 D5 AP 120 1230 D0 0N PN Y yaw
Ellbogen further notes that when one checks the M2Y72 that W"?Pﬂ 1PN 139
composed for reading during }*’&71 NN in DAY n5en for DB, one finds that Y29
2P9Pm MO composed a 1317 for every M7 in WY MIMY except for the 1373
of M7 AMPY NN. According to Ellbogen, the failure of '\’5Pﬂ S1pY9N 937 to compose a
M3 for the 71372 of 7 MY NN demostrates that at the time that 9P YN 237
lived, there was no separate 1273 of M7 MY NN. Neverthelesss, most scholars reject
Ellbogen’s thesis that at some point there were only 17 M2393 because no version of
AP AL has been found that contained only 17 M1293.

So which 7272 is the 19th M292? Scholars argue that the 19th 1292 was 7 M2A% NN
and not Q317 N2373. The RNODIN in MIT2 NIDRA quoted above supports the position
that some had the custom to combine the 1373 of R*391%) with DPINn 517 and that
some had the practice of combining 7 MY NN as a part of the M272 of D59 M3,
The 978 quoted above clearly asserts that the 72392 of T ALY NN was composed after
D37 D272, Certainly for those who lived in areas that initially followed "IN MDY
DN, the separate 11272 of T MY NN was the last M272 added to MY MY,
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

2 Y /M3 57 M572 NoDA 923 TMON-The Rabbis learned: Shimon, the flax dealer,

put into order 18 Brachot in the presence of Rabban Gamliel in Yavneh. Rabban Gamliel
said to them: is there not someone who knows how to compose the Bracha against the
apostates? Samuel, the small one, arose and composed the Bracha. By the year after, the
Bracha was forgotten.

‘22D 12D DA AN n%aon w125—A1though there are 19 Brachot in Shmona Esrei, the

prayer is still called Shmona Esrei, because at first it was composed with 18 Brachot. The
Bracha concerning the apostates was not composed by the Men of the Great Assembly.
Afterwards in the time of Rabban Gamliel, the number of apostates grew significantly.
Rabban Gamliel added to Shmona Esrei a Bracha concerning the apostates that the
apostates be soon eliminated and they set it among the Brachot of Shmona Esrei.
However the prayer’s original name, that there were Shmona Esrei Brachot, never left the
vocabulary of the people and so they continued to call the prayer, Shmona Esrei (18).

Mo abe s et (VJW:"?) D292 N2DN RNDDIN-The number 18 Brachot was established

by the Sages representing the 18 times that G-d’s name appears in the Psalm that begins:
Havu I’Ashem Bnai Ailim. It is acceptable for one to include the message of the Bracha
concerning the apostates with the Bracha concerning the Perushim (Al Hatzadikim) or the
Bracha concerning the garim with the Bracha concerning the elders® and the Bracha
concerning the Kingdom of David (Et Tzmach) with the Bracha of Boneh Yerushalayim;
if one separated these themes into separate Brachot, he fulfilled his obligation.

'RD [ AenD (R35%) F137 92713-The verse: Kol Tisa Avon V’Kach Tov V’Nishalma
Parim Siphaseinu is explained as follows: The Jewish people said to G-d: G-d, when the

Temple was functioning, we would bring sacrifices for atonement. Now all we have is
prayer. This explanation was given based on the gematria of the word: Tov (17). But
Shmona Esrei has 19 Brachot? Deduct from the 19 Brachot the Bracha for the apostates
that was composed in Yavneh and the Bracha of V’Es Tzemach Dovid which was
composed after that based on the verse in Psalms 26: B’Chononi HashemV’Nasani (Test
me O’ Lord and try me).

2N A AT T P2 MO72 NoDL 1529 TP N-Rav Chuna said: If someone tells

you: there are 17 Brachot in Shmona Esrei, tell them that the Sages already composed the
Bracha concerning the apostates while still in Yavneh.

3. That is our current practice in the Bracha of Al Hatzadikim.
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