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WHAT PROMPTED THE COMPOSITION OF 2% D273

The Gemara describes the 71273 of Y1219 as 09337 N273. The phrase, 1372
B2, does not in and of itself provide us with a clue as to why 971 felt the need to
compose the 272 because the word: R is not a pejorative word (i.e. the MV of

D3 V2N on MWD ). Its literal meaning is: type. In the context of this 373 the

word means a type that separates itself from the way of the Torah. That is the meaning of
the word that has been given to it by Ismar Elbogen, in his book Jewish Liturgy at page 31:

The Hebrew word 11 has the basic meaning "species" and can denote any special or

exceptional group -- hence, all those who separate themselves from the way of the Torah,
heretics. Any heresy could be called M3%2; the term embraces the views of the Sadducees,
Samaritans, Christians, and Gnostics. Accordingly, considerable debate has occurred as to

what particular heresy this benediction was intended to attack, and whether it did not exist
already before Christianity.

Rashi clearly defines M3*1 as Christianity:
MY TIIDITT MV TN DNIN — M2 Ty 2 A7 N33 D202 Y9
5HRY MR BT 1IN

Elbogen proceeds to describe the circumstances that drove 211 to compose this M1372:

Originally the Christians did not have any special prayers or any particular public worship
of their own. They held assemblies for whatever rites were peculiar to Christianity, like the
Lord's Supper, but they did not have a coherent liturgy; hence, no Christian liturgy from
the first century exists. The Jewish Christians continued to pray with the Jews. At first no
one prevented them from doing so, and they had no reason to avoid the synagogue. In one
sense the synagogue offered them too little, because it did not take into consideration their
particular type of messianic faith and made no room for its expression in the prayers; they
found expression for it in their assemblies. Yet, by the same token, nothing in the service
conflicted with their own religious views. Thus, they participated in public worship and
even served as precentors. The fact that they were Jews who believed in C did not make
any difference at all, and only gradually did the synagogue attempt to protect itself against
heterodox phenomena. Little by little tension arose between Judaism and
Judeo-Christianity. The natural development of Christianity led to the increasing deification
of ] and to the growing tendency to address him in prayer as a miracle worker. Therefore,
the sages ruled that when a sectarian recites a benediction, one does not answer "amen"
unless he has heard the benediction in its entirety. This makes perfect sense to anyone who
has read the ancient Christian prayer texts. Add to this the fact that the Christians came to
be enemies of the Jewish nation, for in their desire to curry favor with the Romans, they

denounced their former coreligionists -- hence, the words ]1'\1&'?"I and YD (informers)
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became synonyms for Christians. The hope and the longing of the Jews was for the
rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem. For the Christians, the destruction of the Temple
was a principal propaganda point; for them, G-d -- by putting an end to the sacrifices --
had in effect proclaimed His will that the law of Moses be abrogated. They would not let
themselves be deprived of this proof. It was a matter of principle to the Christians that the
word of the gospel would be fulfilled, and that Jerusalem would remain in total subjugation
until the end of time. Whether and when the Jews acquired any serious, wellfounded hopes
for the fulfillment of their desires before the rebellion in the time of the Emperor Trajan
we do not know. Such hopes may have been connected with the journey to Rome of some
tannaim, led by R. Gamaliel during the brief reign of the Emperor Nerva. In any case, the
beginning of the total break between Jews and Jewish Christians must be fixed at this
period. An important step in accomplishing the separation was the expulsion of the
Christians from the synagogue. The synagogue was a convenient base for missionary
activities. It provided occasion for discussions of matters of faith and opinion, and
excellent opportunities for disseminating propaganda. The Jewish Christians were among
the most eager synagogue-goers, and they even served as precentors, as mentioned above.
It was necessary to make this function distasteful to them and to pressure them out of the
synagogue. To achieve this end, Benediction 12 was introduced into the Amida, and
Samuel the Lesser established it according to the instructions of R. Gamaliel, "Samuel the
Lesser arose and composed it" ( B. Ber., ibid.). The petition for the annihilation of the
sectarians was intended to expel them from the synagogue. This follows clearly from the
words of the Midrash:

If one passes before the ark and makes a mistake in any of the benedictions, he is not
made to repeat it; but in the benediction concerning the sectarians he must be made to
repeat it against his will. The reason that he must repeat it is that, if he has in him any
element of heresy, he will be cursing himself and the congregation will respond "amen"
(Tanhuma B., Leviticus, 2a).

Errors in the course of prayer were an everyday occurrence, and for the most part they
were passed over with indulgence and in silence; only in Benediction 12 was strict
attention paid that the precentor not drop or change a word from the prayer text. Here no
leniency was granted in case of an error; the precentor either followed the ordained ritual
or he was removed, for the whole purpose was to test him to see whether he was inclined
to Jewish Christianity or not. A Jewish Christian could not recite this prayer if he did want
not to curse himself and to make the congregation join in by saying "amen." Even if he was
among the worshipers, he would not be able to listen quietly while the precentor recited the
petition for the eradication of his community and the congregation endorsed this petition
with its "amen." Thus, Benediction 12 became a touchstone for the presence of Jewish
Christians in the synagogue and for their participation in prayer. Unwilling to listen to this
prayer on a daily basis, they left the synagogue, and the purpose was achieved.

The circumstances as described by Elbogen explain why the 7393 needed to include
ﬂ155p. Negative words alone would not have driven the Christians from the synagogue.

copyright. 2006. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



m%90m NN 1A

Vol. 4 No. 4 DWN MWD 2 oY Naw

SUPPLEMENT
Were the I"1"D¥IN Inspired by the MIMSD and NAYEIT?

The source for the "1"DYMIN is the 7Y as reported by the Y17 I¥IN:

DIAN YW DI O PO PRDY PEORINY D M 00D, DMIN- PIDRIN
DD 27 91892 112 DYHIMM oY 0% MWR T 1NN R DY 290 PR BANaN
M3TH 9721, M0 M AN 0173 TR 53,1002 PR oM N 23 MINADY Apab
DM DB (PIDWIN) DIFNN AP PED MR DYIMT PPN 1 TN MINAD
I T AT LM M 0 502 AN 2N AP HY Dk 1IN 212 Dhanmn only
NP2 ROIBTIAT (TD2) NT NTTHI 2907 B3 727 ROV (TP 17D MN) s
NIDI VT P3N NPT R BN KD 100D (D30 wINDM) NIIDTI NDID
1ON 1TDZIND 1779772 1PDIND NI KRB 53 b 23 93 22 A1 Y YT (e
Y 2R RTINS HY DINPY TM N7 DR 5 9 TD NID NIIAM 37 .01 Y 1w
PIDZIN 120N 1200 PROY PEOWIN (12) 1291 12N MDD IBINT T2 193
IO PIBRAN PNINT NPPIMAT 32 1 ,(291) 230013 b 2P 21101 1300 N
MO390 9199 71910 PRI N5 2577y KDY PPN PTDZIN 11D 25T NI NI Y1000
,TANAN PO 19T, DNA DIPTSR D NI 1D 0 NTINDN DURP BFAN 1)
MINY PRI DIDN W NYH NP 11 N 3PP DA 2P [Ba) AN Py
YT NY NI PDZINT 20T R KON 30005 1NN INAWNT 1Y RN
21217 5P 3PNNIN Y 00 2NN Y 00 1730 1D N PRDEING

Translation of the excerpt from the W: YE SHALL DWELL IN BOOTHS. The

word succoth (booths) is written without a vav, to show that there is one cloud to which all
the others are linked. R. Eleazar cited here the verse: ““Thus saith the Lord, I remember for
thee the kindness of thy youth”, etc. (Jer. 11, 2). “This verse’, he said, ‘refers to the
Community of Israel at the time when She went in the wilderness with Israel. The
“kindness” (besed) is the cloud of Aaron which carried along with it five others which were
linked with thee and shone for thee. “The love of thine espousals”: when they adorned and
perfected thee like a bird. And all this for what? That thou mightest “go after me in the
wilderness, in a land not sown”. Observe that when a man sits in this abode of the shadow
of faith, the Shekinah spreads her wings over him from above and Abraham and five other
righteous ones make their abode with him.” R. Abba said: ‘Abraham and five righteous
ones and David with them. Hence it is written, “In booths ye shall dwell seven days”, as
much as to say, “Ye seven days shall dwell in booths”, and a man should rejoice each day
of the festival with these guests who abide with him.” R. Abba further pointed out that first
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it says “‘ye shall dwell” and then “#bey shall dwell”. The first refers to the guests, and
therefore Rab Hamnuna the Elder, when he entered the booth, used to stand at the door
inside and say, Let us invite the guests and prepare a table, and he used to stand up and
greet them, saying, In booths ye shall dwell, O seven days. Sit, most exalted guests, sit; sit,
guests of faith, sit. He would then raise his hands in joy and say, Happy is our portion,
happy is the portion of Israel, as it is written, “For the portion of the Lord is his people”,
and then he took his seat. The second “dwell” refers to human beings; for he who has a
portion in the holy land and people sits in the shadow of faith to receive the guests so as to
rejoice in this world and the next. He must also gladden the poor, because the portion of
those guests whom he invites must go to the poor. And if a man sits in the shadow of faith
and invites these guests and does not give them their portion, they all hold aloof from him,
saying “Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye” (Prov. XXIII, 6). That table
which he prepares is his own and not God's. Alas for him when those guests leave his
table.” R. Abba further said: ‘“Abraham always used to stand at the cross roads to invite
guests to his table. [Tr. note: v. T.B. Sotah, 10b.] Now when a man invites him and all the
righteous and King David and does not give them their portion, Abraham rises from the
table and exclaims, “Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men” (Num. XVI,
26), and all rise and follow him. Isaac says, “The belly of the wicked shall want” (Prov. XIll,
20). Jacob says, “The morsel thou hast eaten thou shalt vomit up” (Ibid. XXII1, 8). The
other righteous ones say,” For all tables are full of vomit and uncleanness” (Isa. XXVIII, 8).

The 2%3%77 98IN continues:
"DH T QDY 1IN T 20 DY BFNAN PPN N0 DINNT —PIBwINT 1D
W D1 3PP SRR DINAN (BTN 200 8705 R M 33N N (2R
PRDY PIDWIN DY BINY DI 5102 PIMT PPDRINT 535 D7 1NN T TN
(VN PRI OPI) INDY ROMPTT RO 200 1T PROY 1TAR 9 e
1200 12BN MDA, T [N WD AD PP PIRT Y RDIN BNAN Do
VA2 1187 9T DN 1AL 5P 2R /1200 MBI MDRIN 1290 1200 PINDY PIDRIN
2PYY DINAN A ROTPEY PR DI 101 PIOWIN 1 NN 3w D2 NTDI DT
D13 121 DY PR DINAN A NAbE 30y 515 N sereben ora 1 aoY
NPT T SO N WA 0172 101 BTNAN MR NDYTE A0 SO SN A
IVDIN PP DI V1D NPT RITD [N DI N SR D12 101 1 RD NI
MIDPIN DFTNAN 1M BN PP T DIVAN BN A TIBY RAWH RO T Hpb
PN WY DM 9TD 191113 PP PR ARDY MDRAN D3 Yy 1Y 130T N
191D PP .DYDDNIM 2305 11D NI D1k 1man NPDRINT D O 533 19102

Why do we invite the MAN to sit as our guests in the MID? The answer may be that since
the MAN play an important role in the Y90 and the MAYEI--we ask the 5 13127
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02 for MP2D during the 3N %Y MY and for MY on MD because of M
NN that it is only fitting that we ask the M2AN to be our guests and to enjoy with us

DO a1 DAY, Itis our way of thanking them for being there to help us during this part
of the year.

The MAN play an important role with P90 as is evidenced by the fact that as early as
the JYNJ DAY 27 NT'D the MAN were mentioned with the nmhD:
DTN 77D 1IN DAY 37 97D

(answer us) 13°3Y TP N2 BNARD (Who answered) 3NYT
J30IP /NPT NN 023 BY orReD 1INy
23039 BN 1922 2995 N

J31P SPDN 1923 A0S NPT

JIY DT N DY NINTING IR

2203 32 M’ SNy

J301p R2PD 2 1RD N

J3Ip NOZID 131 0D 70 DDk 1INy
J303p 81513 pD YN

J03p RODIMDI HRIYD 1INy

J11p RAAPBI M5 INYT

J301p 2o b SNy

J303p H52M0m7 972 ORY TINYT

J391p HM RIS ANYT

J33Y 02 YN NN

JI0IP T3 0PN FIND INYT

J30IP TP SR 1102315 YN

J303P ROPINT R2133 ON03TH 1INy

JIP 7927 (P2 ANDNY YT YN

The MAN also played an important role in the early version of the MIVE:
TIVID RIPVIT 77T 1D 1D S s
NIPPIT APPON T3nb NIpwn
NIDIT 2PN T80
NIPPIT ORI Tapnb
IRIPTIT W 8D
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PN TN DY DA NN DT NN BFNAN (b

@A 2% 7% 0D 21970 0272 WY Y53 DN T PrRY 1unb

MM 29RDAN TYNN DTV PNT TIR 2T D1 Ty 300 1nb

WML WD PP IDAN IMTOMD PR D13 1300119 P TN 1unb
MDY PPN SPTM NTD M0 NP1 MY IRT N33 NP T s (nb
YT IDIBND 1290 B TP NN P5A MSAI 50 pea junb

IWBY ORI PANND 1MADIN NM1PID INT T 1w s S 1pnb

NPV DHAND TP TR 1IN MY WRT D2 DY D T 8’

PRI SDIND 13977 MIBYN NPT PIPRTT DTN 233 Hom mmona T b jnb
P M3 NIDDI MR 1370 1M D SAI2 TN NI D RN juab
N2 1IN 032 DEWN 1MPDW I 0 om 10p 1T DR [ e 1 (nb
N

PN 21D AN N S 533 NINTDIT RPN 1PN 1T 1unb

P3N 3T O 1A M N (pad

A Brief History of the Development of the MIYENT

We find within the &% 97D which was compiled approximately a half century after
Y29 lived a set of MY that differ from our version:

TNINY PR MR IR M 0 0D i moDS/nh (M 17T 1D wn 9D
DO1°3 .02 7Y 1 MNAN 13773 TR 1M1 B 137 31 00 1D MIPap Mapentn 3T
MM RPN 20 RIPWITD NP MIPIADT DAY 3T 0 13 M5 09901 1 20D
OO 1373 7 AT PO MDD NN N SANM P 0 AT DD [T DN and
TN WY AN Q1T 2N TNAM N2 137 TR TIDA P Tank NN
12 AN 101 3w WOW 12 1IN 77 Y, 0TI DN TN P 5-N aw arh A28
DRI NN O3 DT NOMINDY DBTION PR, DN [ DR TN RN e why
e 535 95m AAnm T apeY v YD ,juan AN, M52 09N T3, DM NAN NAD TIND
NIN 05D 29113 AR KB BB AT ,N323 TR DN Nk 7m b nawa amm e
£DY 713 173 1322 R T

The 979971 who lived from 1360-1427 is one of the first to mention MV that we are
familiar with:
DASY IR MDD [2]-MDD2 [2] [T MDM an MR 97D (B%3730) Sream 99D

5= AN DA DEnm NYIMT 573 19N AN DAnea 191,510 s D rnn
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NoaBY 155 5P 191 MINTIA 5=N MM TN TN A 10 MmIsYNa

PINY 81 TP S ARIMT DA SNmNNT I PN PIPND B2 120 NP5 5o
ADIN N5 TD 10N AN O N NP PR NZRY DT RDY IDIN N DY 773030 o
DIRY 33 WIN MWIN 77 N2 PN DN A2 N9 DY 1vhY 199mam R nawa
SO TIMPRY PN B T3 vhY 15 I NN D MY 970 Nawa br
NN NEI3D2 NS TN T TR 1N T T 03N DINY 3 mpennk H-N7 2
DYUAIN 2577 IND2T T DA (ON NN 11,1900 NDN2 MIaTP DD
537791957 929D A3 NN 1A 1D DI AD M3 NAWT 0P

The N7 D2 D273 compile at around the same time provides some background:
0o 19210 AN b Mp N"2 D 1’5[3 SIYON 12937158 TIDY NI DO DI
ni=lnialvavah D2 D 1N 21 N7D O 1P Y VP INE L2ND D TV NN R
IND RO DY DN DN IO DYNN MR PN ,W"?P.‘l IO NP
D TY NN TN DUAYNNE DIN N2 U 13‘71 L120 NEMW D DN n‘vnpww S20 N2
P MPBT DTN 22 M0 NI AW 10110 1 NS 2 10N 1N 01 .AND
DN TAD VY TV 10T ORI MW ONTN AN D TV NN IR T DRRT
L2 maynime

2130 . 5K b i PRPR BN R O 5P AphN 13030 0w My
SPIITR 1IN DT IMIND LTI DN, N2 NI 121N 12N 7Y, OIN DN
72p5 Swi M3 A55D 1D QAR AT MAIPN NODMI (1BNTS .0 NEpany 19N o
12 BN DM 12 1T 1 B DA .an 550 My 19Ra 90hom o 85 a5 1o
D33 5377 737 P s 1IN DY, 0N

D1 5w MSN (T DTN, IR BTN DY 1120 RPN N 0pawa AN
MO TN 1pBD DMRY D1 IMINDY 1D 11D 1137 RIPWIT D12 .00 5P P A
1270 DD 10300 1IANT R 2792 PR RN 1pah BN MaN Mo

L2 P 53191 AR 0D 19PN B H3aw 1Y NEPAY 13T O 533 1 apne
VNN LB T AR NYAM (NR) 29 RS PDIM 110 DD 1D MY awa)
TN DD MR DI I AT LRI YO 13030 mBan 1hhonmy .monan vhy

DIDDY 'Y 3B 13 MY MRS (2] AYD A M [ e maNym
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YIMANTIN 272513037 33 T 1) (1] D mamae 2h S manym a3 2102
IS XTI MIEN (2] TP DRI BNT NA2IYT RADIN YR 1T M07a3
5w [P NY2M 111 PR P AP LRI RS A3 NI AN M 13 7w
FIOTT MY .MMM 022 5P DD JWNTY AN DYN 175M PRI 130T LR WY
DIIY BT IO WM DN DA ADY 1127 AP DTN TR 730 BN Y 1)
1AM 5P M2y
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