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THE dxyr dpeny OF 24 zekxa
Our discussion concerning the theme of the dkxa of l`xyi l`eb would be incomplete if
we did not consider the practice on a xeaiv ziprz to add language to the dkxa of  l`eb
 l`xyi and to add six additional zekxa to  dxyr dpenyas described in ziprz zkqn.   If
on a xeaiv ziprz the dkxa of l`xyi l`eb serves as the entry point for the six additional
zekxa that are recited in the dxyr dpeny, is that not proof that the theme of the  dkxa
of l`xyi l`eb is cinz epilr ze`ad zexvd on dle`b, i"yx’s position. 

ly daegxl daizd z` oi`iven ?cvik zeiprz xcq-'` dpyn 'a wxt ziprz zkqn dpyn
cg`e cg` lke oic zia a` y`xae `iypd y`xae daizd iab lr dlwn xt` oipzepe xir

('b dpei) depip iyp`a xn`p `l epig` :oiyeak ixac odiptl xne` oday owfd  .ey`xa ozep
.drxd mkxcn eay ik mdiyrn z` miwl` `xie `l` mziprz z`e mwy z` miwl` `xie
oicixen ,dltza ecnr-'a dpyn .mkicba l`e mkaal erxwe ('a l`ei) xne` `ed dlawae

mdiptl xne`e dltza mly eal `diy ick mwix eziae mipa el yie libxe owf daizd iptl
:od el`e-'b dpyn  .yy cer odilr siqene mei lkay dxyr dpeny ;zekxa drax`e mixyr

miwnrnn 'ebe mixdd l` ipir `y` ,ipprie iz`xw il dzxva 'd l` zexteye zepexkf
`l` zexteye zepexkf xnel jixv did `l xne` dcedi 'x . sehri ik iprl dltz ,'d jiz`xw

lr ,dinxi l` 'd xac did xy`  ,ux`a didi ik xac ,ux`a didi ik arx odizgz xne`
mdxa` z` dpry in xne` `ed dpey`xd lr-'c dpyn  .odinzeg xne`e zexvad ixac

.l`xyi l`eb 'd dz` jexa  .dfd meid mkzwrv lewa rnyie mkz` dpri `ed dixend xda
mkzwrv lew rnyie mkz` dpri `ed seq mi lr epizea` z` dpry in xne` `ed dipyd lr

lblba ryedi z` dpry in xne` `ed ziyilyd lr  .zegkypd xkef 'd dz` jexa .dfd meid
ziriaxd lr  .drexz rney 'd dz` jexa .dfd meid mkzwrv lew rnyie mkz` dpri `ed
.dfd meid mkzwrv lewa rnyie mkz` dpri `ed dtvna l`eny z` dpry in xne` `ed
`ed lnxkd xda edil` z` dpry in xne` `ed ziyingd lr  .dwrv rney 'd dz` jexa
`ed ziyyd lr  .dltz rney 'd dz` jexa .dfd meid mkzwrv lewa rnyie mkz` dpri

jexa .dfd meid mkzwrv lewa rnyie mkz` dpri `ed dbcd irnn dpei z` dpry in xne`
epa dnly z`e cec z` dpry in xne` `ed ziriayd lr .dxv zra dperd 'd dz`

 .ux`d lr mgxnd 'd dz` jexa .dfd meid mkzwrv lewa rnyie mkz` dpri `ed mlyexia
 

It is possible that the reason that the practice of reciting 24 zekxa in the dxyr dpeny of a
xeaiv ziprz is not cited as a basis to explain the theme of the dkxa of l`xyi l`eb is that
in the Diaspora we are not permitted to declare the type of xeaiv ziprz that triggers the 
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recital of a form of dxyr dpeny that contains 24 zekxa. Examine the following `xnb:
dryza dk`ln zeyrl ebdpy mewn .dpyn-'a 'nr 'cp sc migqt zkqn ilaa cenlz

minkg icinlz mewn lkae .oiyer oi` ,dk`ln zeyrl `ly ebdpy mewn .oiyer ,a`a
xn` .`xnb  .mkg cinlz envr mc` dyri mlerl :xne` l`ilnb oa oerny oax .milha

 .cala a`a dryz `l` laaa xeaiv ziprz oi` :l`eny

This issue was discussed by the mipe`b:
edl opicar xeaiv ziprz ly zekxa 'ce mixyr zl`yye-hpx oniq iakxd - mipe`bd zeaeyz

dazd iab lr dlwn xt` oipzepe opzc oeik 'lic e` xeaivd lr `eazy dxv lk lr `z`kec edleka
oia `zbelt zi`c ,oic zia a`e `iyp mewna `l` opicar `l oic zia a` y`xae `iypd y`xae

epl oi` zevx` lkae laaa epi` xeaiv ziprz zxn`y df ik epi`x jk .`zlin `da l"f mipe`b
dryz `l` laaa xeaiv ziprz oi` l`eny 'n`c .l`enyck cala a`a 'h `l` xeaiv ziprz
epi` a`a 'h opgei 'x 'n`c ,dxv yiy onfa `l` a`a 'ha c"k oixne` oi` ok t"r`e cala a`a

oiraew ep`y zeiprz x`ye .zekxa rax`e mixyrl xeaiv ziprz epi` opiwxtne  .xeaiv ziprzk
mewndy oic zia a` oi`e `iyp oi`y iptn dk`ln xeq`l gk epa oi`e xeaiv ziprzk opi` laaa
oiraw oiriaw oepi`c `z`iprz oili` dxn` dcd dqei 'x xn` mixne` l`xyi ux` ipae .mdl mxb

ray laaa oiraewy mlern bdpn ok it lr s`e .d`iyp oeda zilc meyn oepi` `z`iprz e`l
opi` oic zia a`e `iyp my oi`y t"r`e oirixzne odilr `eazy dxv lk lr zekex` zekxa

ipae .oirfrcfne oi`ex lkde ey`xa ozepe lhepy wdaen mkg `diy jixv edin `l` .z`fn oiakrn
ziprz oiraew eid dpy lka cinze ,df xaca daxd oiliwn eid `xeqa didy onfa diqgn zaiyi

yiy mewnae dlecb dxva `l` jk oiyer eid `le oixingn eid epzaiyi ipa la` .ax iaa z`fk
oixfeg oi`y mebidpd miny ingxae dpkql onvr ecixed eeli`a  .wdaen lecb mkg e` daxd 'nkg

ax yiy mewn opi`y mixg` zenewna mbe .dl`k zeiprz minrt dnk epraw xak ep`e .mwix
 :ok oiyer wdaen

What is the basis for l`eny to hold there is no xeaiv ziprz in laa except a`a dryz?
oixfeb m` ,minybl oikixv oi`e li`ed - laaa xeaiv ziprz oi`-'a 'nr 'cp sc migqt zkqn i"yx

ixneg x`ye ,dk`lna xq`ile ,mei ceran lek`l ea bdep xeaiv ziprz xneg oi` - xg` xac lr
.my mixen`d

laaa v"z oi` l`eny xn`c `dc azk l"f c"a`xde-'` 'nr 'eh sc ziprz zkqn o"anxd iyecig
laaa xeaiv ziprz mey oi` . . . edpip ipraeh laaac meyn miyxtn yi ,cala a`a dryz `l`
.lcpqd zlirp oke `ixa xie`d oi`y iptn dkiqe dvigxa `le ,miipr mdy iptn dk`lna exq`iy

lr oixfeb oic zia epipyy iptn oekpd mrhd `l`-'` 'nr 'eh sc ziprz zkqn o"anxd iyecig
ly ziprzl mdly ziprz zeeydl mzxfba gk oi`e md zeheicdy c"a ux`l uega oi`e ,xeavd

.mi`iap zxfb `edy a`a dryze ,mixetkd mei `edy dxez

  wgvi oa oeyxb znyp zilrl
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'` dpyn 'a wxt ziprz zkqn dpyn-MISHNAH. WHAT IS THE ORDER OF SERVICE FOR FAST
DAYS? THE ARK IS TAKEN OUT TO THE OPEN SPACE OF THE CITY, WOOD ASHES ARE
PLACED ON THE ARK, ON THE HEAD OF THE NASI AND ON THE HEAD OF THE
AB-BETH-DIN. EVERYONE ELSE PUTS ASHES ON HIS OWN HEAD; THE ELDER AMONG
THEM ADDRESSES THEM WITH WORDS OF ADMONITION TO REPENTANCE: THUS, OUR
BRETHREN, SCRIPTURE DOES NOT SAY OF THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH, AND G-D SAW
THEIR SACKCLOTH AND THEIR FASTING, BUT, AND G-D SAW THEIR WORKS, THAT
THEY TURNED FROM THEIR EVIL WAY; AND IN THE PROPHETS IT IS SAID, AND REND
YOUR HEART AND NOT YOUR GARMENTS. WHEN THEY STAND UP TO PRAY THEY
PLACE AS PRAYER LEADER BEFORE THE ARK AN OLD MAN CONVERSANT WITH THE
PRAYERS, WHO HAS CHILDREN AND WHOSE HOUSE IS EMPTY OF FOOD, SO THAT HIS
HEART IS CONCENTRATED ON HIS PRAYER; HE RECITES BEFORE THEM TWENTY-FOUR
BENEDICTIONS, THE EIGHTEEN RECITED DAILY, TO WHICH HE ADDS SIX AS FOLLOWS,
ZIKRONOTH, SHOFAROTH, AND THESE PSALMS: IN MY DISTRESS I CALLED UNTO THE
LORD (TEHILLIM 120, 1); I WILL LIFT UP MINE EYES UNTO THE MOUNTAINS ETC.
(TEHILLIM 121, 1); OUT OF THE DEPTHS HAVE I CALLED THEE, O LORD (TEHILLIM
130,1); A PRAYER OF THE AFFLICTED WHEN HE FAINTETH (TEHILLIM 102, 1). R. JUDAH
SAYS: HE NEED NOT RECITE THE ZIKRONOTH AND SHOFAROTH, BUT INSTEAD HE
SHOULD RECITE THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES: IF THERE BE IN THE LAND
FAMINE, IF THERE BE PESTILENCE (KINGS 1, 8, 37); THE WORD OF THE LORD THAT
CAME TO JEREMIAH CONCERNING THE DROUGHTS (JEREMIAH 14,1); AND HE ENDS
EACH OF THE ADDITIONAL SIX SECTIONS WITH ITS APPROPRIATE CONCLUDING
BENEDICTION. THE FIRST HE CONCLUDES WITH, ‘HE WHO ANSWERED ABRAHAM ON
MT. MORIAH, HE SHALL ANSWER YOU AND HEARKEN THIS DAY TO THE VOICE OF
YOUR CRY. BLESSED ARE YOU O LORD WHO REDEEMS ISRAEL. THE SECOND HE
CONCLUDES WITH, ‘HE WHO ANSWERED OUR FATHERS AT THE RED SEA, HE SHALL
ANSWER YOU AND HEARKEN THIS DAY TO THE VOICE OF YOUR CRY. BLESSED ARE
YOU O LORD WHO REMEMBERS ALL FORGOTTEN THINGS. THE THIRD HE CONCLUDES
WITH, HE WHO ANSWERED JOSHUA IN GILGAL, HE SHALL ANSWER YOU AND
HEARKEN THIS DAY TO THE VOICE OF YOUR CRY. BLESSED ARE YOU O LORD WHO
HEARS THE TRUMPET BLAST. THE FOURTH HE CONCLUDES WITH, ‘HE WHO
ANSWERED SAMUEL IN MIZPAH, HE SHALL ANSWER YOU AND HEARKEN THIS DAY TO
THE VOICE OF YOUR CRY. BLESSED ARE YOU O LORD WHO HEARKENS TO CRIES. THE
FIFTH HE CONCLUDES WITH, ‘HE WHO ANSWERED ELIJAH ON MT. CARMEL, HE SHALL
ANSWER YOU AND HEARKEN THIS DAY TO THE VOICE OF YOUR CRY. BLESSED ARE
YOU O LORD WHO HEARKENS UNTO PRAYER. THE SIXTH HE CONCLUDES WITH, ‘HE
WHO ANSWERED JONAH IN THE BELLY OF THE FISH, HE SHALL ANSWER YOU AND
HEARKEN THIS DAY TO THE VOICE OF YOUR CRY. BLESSED ARE YOU O LORD WHO
ANSWERS IN TIME OF TROUBLE. THE SEVENTH HE CONCLUDES WITH, ‘HE WHO
ANSWERED DAVID AND SOLOMON HIS SON IN JERUSALEM, HE SHALL ANSWER YOU
AND HEARKEN THIS DAY TO THE VOICE OF YOUR CRY. BLESSED ARE YOU O LORD
WHO HAS MERCY UPON THE LAND.
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'a 'nr 'cp sc migqt zkqn ilaa cenlz-MISHNAH. WHERE IT IS THE CUSTOM TO DO WORK
ON THE NINTH OF AB, ONE MAY DO IT; WHERE IT IS THE CUSTOM NOT TO DO WORK,
ONE MAY NOT DO IT. AND IN ALL PLACES SCHOLARS CEASE FROM WORK ON THAT
DAY. R. SIMEON B. GAMALIEL SAID: A MAN MAY ALWAYS MAKE HIMSELF A
SCHOLAR.   GEMARA. Samuel said: There is no public fast in Babylonia save the Ninth of Ab alone.

'hpx oniq iakxd - mipe`bd zeaeyz-As to the question as to whether we recite the 24 Brachot in every
place where there is a communal problem or do we conclude that because the Mishna specifically directs
that we put ashes on the ark and on the heads of the Nasi and head of the Rabbinical Court that we do not
recite the 24 Brachot unless a Nasi and head of the Rabbinical court are in place.  This issue represents a
disagreement among the Gaonim.  We learned that there is no communal fast in Babylonia and in other
countries except the fast of the Ninth of Av which is the position of Shmuel.  Shmuel had stated there is
no communal fast in Babylonia except for the fast of the Ninth day of the Month of Av.  Despite the fact
that the Ninth of Av is considered a communal fast in Babylonia, we do not recite the 24 Brachot in
Shemona Esrei except in a time of distress.   This is in accordance with the position of Rav Yochanon who
said that the fast of the Ninth of Av differs from the other types of communal fasts.  How is it not like
other communal fasts? We do not recite the Shemona Esrei which contains 24 Brachot.  Other fasts that
are established in Babylonia are different as well because in Babylonia, the rabbinical leaders lack the
power to establish a day when no work can be performed because the rabbinical Court is not led by a Nasi
and a Head of Court.  Those who reside in Eretz Yisroel say that Rav Yosa himself said that those fasts
that we establish are not legitimate fast days because we no longer have  a Nasi. Nevertheless, there was a
custom in Babylonia to recite seven long Brachot in the  event of communal distress and they would blow
Shofar  even though there was no Nasi or head of Court in Babylonia.  But it was necessary  that a
distinguished religious leader be involved who takes ashes and puts the ashes on his head so that all can
see and be moved by his action.  The students of the Yeshiva in Machsiya while it was located in Sura
would be lenient as to the circumstances under which the Shemona Esrei of 24 Brachot was recited.  Each
year they would establish such fast days.  But the students of our Yeshiva apply a stricter standard and do
not recite the Shemona Esrei that contains 24 Brachot except in a time of great distress and at a time
where there are many learned men or at least one distinguished scholar.  In doing so they are putting
themselves in jeopardy and are seeking compassion from G-d thinking that their prayers would not go
unanswered.  We too have also established such fast days.  Even in places where there is no great scholar
they also establish such fast days. 

'a 'nr 'cp sc migqt zkqn i"yx-There are no communal fast days in Babylonia because they were not in
need of rains. Since they would not be establishing fast days to bring rain, they do not establish fast days
for other reasons in which they cannot eat from the day before, perform work and other restrictions that
come with a communal fast day.

'` 'nr 'eh sc ziprz zkqn o"anxd iyecig-The Ravad explained that Shmuel held that there were no
communal fast days in Babylonia except for Tisha B’Av because Babylonia was a land that was often
flooded . . . they would not establish a communal fast in Babylonia on which they would prohibit work
because economic conditions were weak and they were poor.  They would not prohibit washing and
putting on lotions because the air was unhealthy and they would not prohibit the wearing of shoes.

'` 'nr 'eh sc ziprz zkqn o"anxd iyecig-The correct answer as to why Shmuel said that they did not
establish any communal fasts in Babylonia is that we learned that it was necessary that a Bet Din declare a
communal fast.  Outside of Eretz Yisroel, the Batei Dinim (courts) consist of simple men who do not
have the power to declare a communal fast day that would be comparable to a fast day established by the
Torah such as Yom Kippur or a fast day comparable to a fast day that was established by the Prophets
such as Tisha B’Av.
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SUPPLEMENT

What is the text of the 24 zekxa that comprise the dxyr dpeny for a xeaiv ziprz? 

ixecqa elld zekxa xcq izi`x `ly itl-'` 'nr 'eh sc ziprz zkqn o"anxd iyecig
.on` zn`d ipcnli zrc mc`l cnlnde d`xpy dn itk dfd xcqd aezk` mipey`xd

mev meia eppr 'd eppr dxv lkn epcte jny ornl dxdn epl`be epaix daixe epipra d`x
epzywan mlrzz l`e epzltz renyn jpf` mlrz l` epgp` dlecb dxva ik dfd ziprzd

mixacn md cer dpr` ip`e e`xwi mxh dide xn`py xack eppr `xwp mxh epl aexw `p did
z` epiwl` 'd epl miiwe dweve dxv zr lka dpere livne dcete l`eb dz` ik rny` ip`e

cwry dcwrd jiptl d`xze dixend xda epia` mdxa`l zraypy dreayd z`e zixad
z` jingx eyaki ok mly aala jpevx zeyrl eingx yake gafnd ab lr epa wgvi z`

mkz` dpri `ed dixend xda epia` mdxa` z` dpry in jizecn lr jingx elebie jqrk
,dkxae dkxa lk lr oke on` oiper ode ,l`xyi l`eb i"`a dfd meia mkzwrv lew rnyie

driwz oirweze erwz mipdkd erwz xne`e zqpkd ofg `edy xaerd zqpkd ofg cner k"g`e
xevid lk xkf ik mcw ixevi lk cwete mler dyrn xkef dz` xne`e xeav gily xfege zg`

illrn ixvie eizeleagze mc` zeaygn xab icrvn zelilre ezcewte yi` dyrn `a jiptl
milkz `le elyki `l mlerl jiyxec ik ja un`zi mc` oae jgkyi `ly yi` ixy` yi`

z` j`iada mingxe dreyi xaca edcwtze zxkf dad`a gp z` mbe ,ja miqegd lk gvpl
z`e gp z` miwl` xekfie jzxeza aezkk 'ek mdillrn rex iptn xya lk zgyl leand in
z` ezixa z` miwl` xekfie mzw`p z` miwl` rnyie xn`pe ,'ek dndad lk z`e digd lk

mixvn xy` l`xyi ipa zw`p z` izrny ip` mbe xn`pe ,awri z`e wgvi z` mdxa`
oepg eize`ltpl dyr xkf xn`l aezk jycw ixacae ,izixa z` xekf`e mze` miciarn

aexk mgpie ezixa mdl xekfie xn`pe ,ezixa mlerl xekfi ei`xil ozp sxh xn`pe ,'d megxe
jl izxkf xn`l milyexi ipf`a z`xwe jeld xn`l aezk mi`iapd jicar ici lre ,eicqg

z` izxkfe xn`pe ,drexf `l ux`a xacna ixg` jzkl jizelelk zad` jixerp cqg
cli m` mixt` il xiwi oad xn`pe ,mler zixa jl izeniwde jixerp inia jze` izixa

epcwte jiptl aeh oexkfa epxkf epizea` iwl`e epiwl` ,'d me`p epngx` mgx 'ek mireyry
jnrn jt` oexg `p aeyi lecbd jny xearae mcw iny inyn mingxe dreyi zcewta

jceak itn jcar dyn i"r jzxeza epzghady xacd z` epiwl` 'd epl miiwe jzlgpne
miwl`l mdl zeidl mixvn ux`n mze` iz`ved xy` mipey`x zixa mdl izxkfe xen`k

meia mkzwrv lew rnyie mkz` dpri `ed seq mi lr epizea`e dyn z` dpry in 'd ip`
 mixay dyly oirixne erixd oxd` ipa erixd xne` zqpkd ofge ,zegkypd xkef i"`a dfd
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xne`e v"y xfege d"x zkqna yxetny enk xaca epizea` ewtzqpy wtqd iptn drexze
mdilr zilbpe jlew mzrnyd minyd on mdnr xacl jycw mr lr jceak opra zilbp dz`

epkln jzelbda jiptln ecxg ziy`xa zeixae jnn lg elek mlerd lk mb xdeh iltxra
jycw zexace jlew ced z` mrinyze zevne dxez l`xyi jnrl cnll ipiq xd lr

idie jzxeza aezkk zrted mdilr xtey lewae zilbp mdilr miwxae zelewa y` zeadln
,'ek zelewd z` mi`ex mrd lke xn`pe 'ek xteyd lew idie 'ek xwead zeida iyilyd meia

'ek erixd xtey lewe zexvevga xn`pe ,'ek drexza miwl` dlr xn`l aezk jycw ixacae
lew z` mrd renyk idie 'ek zexteya erwzie mrd erixie xn`pe 'ek laz iayei lk xn`pe

ecbp yi` dxird mrd lk lrie dizgz dnegd letze dlecb drexz mrd erixie xteyd
lr mkvx`a dngln e`eaz ik dide xn`l aezk epiwdl` 'd jzxezae ,xird z` ecklie

xekfe ,mkiaie`n mzryepe mkiwl` 'd iptl mzxkfpe zexvevga mzerxde mkz` xxevd xvd
lblba ryedil dpry in jny ornl epilr mgxe j`iap jcar ryedi ly ezekf epiwl` 'd epl
erwz xne` zqpkd ofge ,drexz rney i"`a dfd meia mkzwrv lew rnyie mkz` dpri `ed

lk 'ek il dzxva 'd l` zelrnd xiy xne`e v"y xfege zg` driwz oirweze erwz oxd` ipa
z` dpry in jny ornl mingx epilr `lnde jfeg l`eny ly ezekf epiwl` 'd xekfe xenfnd
ipa erixd ,dwrv rney i"`a dfd meia mkzwrv lew rnyie mkz` dpri `ed dtvna l`eny

mixdd l` ipir `y` zelrnd xiy xne`e v"y xfege drexz mixay oirixne erixd oxd`
ornl mingx epilr `lnde `iapd edil` ly ezekf epiwl` 'd epl xekfe xenfnd lk xnebe

i"`a dfd meia mkzwrv lew rnyie mkz` dpri `ed lnxkd xda edil` z` dpry in jny
zelrnd xiy xne`e v"y xfege zg` driwz mirweze erwz oxd` ipa erwz ,dltz rney
`lnde jcar dpei ly ezekf epiwl` 'd epl xekfe xenfnd lk xnebe 'd jiz`xw miwnrnn

mkzwrv lew rnyie mkz` dpri `ed dbcd irna dpei z` dpry in jny ornl mingx epilr
v"y xfege drexz mixay oirixne erixd oxd` ipa erixd ,dxv zra dperd i"`a dfd meia

lye jgiyn cec ly ezekf epiwl` 'd epl xekfe xenfnd lk xnebe sehri ik iprl dltz xne`e
milyexia epa dnlye cec z` dpry in jny ornl mingx epilr `lnde jkln epa dnly

erwz oxd` ipa erwz ,ux`d lr mgxn i"`a dfd meia mkzwrv lew rnyie mkz` dpri `ed
m`e ,mil`xyie miiel oirwez odk my oi` m`e ,'ebe 'd ep`tx xne`e v"y xfege erwzi driwz

lr rweze rixne rwez envrn `ed `l` rwz el xne` oi`e rwez `ed odk `l` my oi`
,odilr `eaz `ly dxve dxv lk lr xeavd oiprzny ziprzd zltz xcq df ,xcqd

oirixzne l"f minkg oda epyy zenewn oze`a zexvd x`yae ,zepexg` raya minyba
.dlq on` epz` eipt x`ie epizepeer lkn epcti epiwl`e ,ziprz 'qna yxetny enk
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