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A SHORT LESSON IN 32 N3 HISTORY

To properly understand Professor Flusset’s explanation as to why 971 inserted the M7
of 111D M2, D IHD and BTN DY between the MM of M1YD3 112°2 and
25 1°32, we need to gain a better understanding of the historical circumstances that
existed at the time that Y MM was composed. Let us begin with a question: if
MY ML was composed by 21N MDD MWIN after the Jews returned to PN 1IN
and rebuilt the WIPAA N2, why was it necessary to pray for o3 113% and 1°2
D'9¥17°? The short answer is that few of the Jews who lived in 923 returned to b
DN and the ten tribes who were exiled by 2%7MD were not identifiable by that time.

As a result, the type of bR 1"12%2 that was envisioned by the 2373 did not happen at
that moment.

The rebuilding of the &P N2 is viewed by many in the same fashion. In his 72727 to
his 2170 on M2'N ﬂ‘?’.‘sb, page 11, Rabbi Shlomo Aviner, N”D"?W, gives us a fresh
perspective on the period of the *3¥ N'3 and helps us understand why M217aM NDD AN
composed MY MY and included these N1272:
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The period of the "% N’ served as a period of preparation for the long mb3. NDao N
abdukly composed MY MY as part of that process of preparation. The inclusion of
the M373 concerning M9 112 and DY927? 1932 by 21737 ND13 WIN was an
admission by F121737 D32 "WAN that the final redemption was not yet at hand. They may
have inserted the M1272 of 1IMVOWY M2 and DIPITINA Y between the M313 of
o) 113%2 and 2Y5EH? 1°32 to alert us that as long as there is infighting within the
Jewish people, the two hopes, o) 122 and =P lVARY 12 would not be fulfilled. That is

a lesson for all generations including our own.

Rabbi Aviner alludes to one further historical fact that must be remembered as we recite
the second half of the NPYVAN MDM2. The period of the *3& N%2 in contrast to the

period of NN N°2 was missing T N2 mM25M. Rabbi Aviner reminds us by way of a

citation to the R”217 that although the period of the *3¥ N2 lasted almost 600 years,

trom 515 BCE to 70 CE, an independent Jewish monarchy existed during that period for
only about 200 years. The Jewish monarchy was re-established as a result of the successful

revolt (168-164 BCE) which is celebrated during the holiday of MM, 721 is celebrated
as a joyous occasion but Pyl may have wanted to us to also remember the tragic side of
the story. The revolt resulted in the beginning of the reign of the R'NJV2WM. The
RINIEN were R°272. By controlling the monarchy and the M2V 17D, the DN
wore both M3%13 AN2 and M2%1 N2, In doing so they ignored the need to re-establish
T N2 Mabn. Ironically the 2275 who supported the QYN in their revolt were
also those who prayed every day that the monarchy of the RYNJVAWM be replaced by
T Y2 M2, With the passage of time the Hasmonean kings turned against the
DD, The NAM) relates what occurred during the reign of N2DM NI (103-76 BCE):
DI BWPF M, OR 01 53 1NN Y D T 1T 10K 1233 TIndn
Raitat il inia Bl Ealilninilinii) 12 VDY N2W Y
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

Rabbi Shlomo Aviner-Why after the destruction of the First Beit Hamikdash, did we not
merit to have the final redemption? Chazal answer that that the Second Temple was never
meant to be the final redemption; rather it was to be a small respite. So wrote the Rambam
that the Second Temple was meant to be a small salvation , temporary, ephemeral. So too
wrote Rabbi Chisdai Karshkat that we are know in an exile that is still the punishment for
what occurred before the destruction of the First Temple and that the Second Temple was
a short break in the exile and was never meant to be the Final redemption. In the Second
Temple period, circumstances were miserable and wretched, full of sin, pathetic. Our
Teacher, Rabbi Kook wrote that the Second Temple was a last breath of fresh air before
dive into the days of the deep exile. In another place he wrote that the Second Temple
Period was a a good means of preparing for the exile, in anticipation of the great dispersion
that was prepared fore the Jewish people.

Yechezkeil the Prophet who prophesized during the period of the First Temple, describes
in his vision the building of the Third Temple. Why the Third Temple and not the Second
Temple. The Rambam writes: the First Temple that King Solomon built is described in
depth in the Book of Kings; the Third Temple is described in depth by Yechezkeil. If so,
based on what plan did they build the Second Temple? They build it by following some of
the plan used by King Solomon and some of the plan of Yechezkeil. The Second Temple
was always viewed as temporary. But even a temporary Beit Hamikdash had great value.
Let us compare it to a person who is suffering from a tooth ache. He goes to the dentist
who works on the tooth and fills it in with matter that is not permanent. Is not the filling
important? Could the person have gone on without that repair? A person with a broken
leg walks with the help of crutches. He knows that it is temporary. But because of those
crutches, the person can walk. Something temporary can still be of great importance. It
can last for several hundred years. The Rambam says that the Jewish monarchy returned
for about 200 years, until the destruction of the Second Temple. From that period the
Jewish people drew the strength to be able to withstand a very long exile. The Ravad says
that Ezra the Sopher knew that the Second Temple was destined to be destroyed. He
knew that from Divine Inspiration based on what he knew about his generation. If that it
so, why did Ezra bother to build the Second Temple? His reasoning followed what we
expressed before; even a temporary Beit Hamikdash has great value. If we do not take
advantage of the opportunity to build a temporary Beit Hamikdash, why should G-d give
us the opportunity to build a permanent Beit Hamikdash. Sometimes a doctor will provide
a temporary cure for a sick person and overtime, the person improves and begins to walk
without the need of any help.

N 18Y D 7 PR NoDm 0533 TbN-King Alexander Janneus killed all the scholars of
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the Jewish people. The world was silent of Torah learning until Shimon Ben Shetach came
and returned Torah learning to its proper place.
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SUPPLEMENT
More on the Period of the Second Tenple

The fact that few people returned to DN "N from 23 is an additional indication that
the period of the & N'3 was never viewed as a b N Ttis important to know
that the N2/2J provides us with an opinion that there was a Halachic basis not to leave baa
to return to PN 1IN,

NDIT AT 377 M0 BMAAWRD N N =2 /8Y 0 a7 M2IND N0 ¥533 vk
Y 21 DN 1ARD 522 WA 53 T 20 RNT O IND povab

7T ENI DN TP O Y 1M I N2 71932 (172 7)) —/N AP N TN
('3 QMW W) NN NTD 2902 2777 271.2°02 AN 0523 NI 28T 03

Touy NSRRI 2RD 1309 AN TR DIPIND IN DINDYD 205N N DONN YA
2397725 195 P2 NI 2NTT 92773900 NIMIFIN SAPAWT 20T 399 1S SNNe
LDIIRY I DN by NOR PR 208 195 PN /3 NT N3N 9202 DY
WITPM YA, NANY R MBIND 1T RO DN AN NIT N3 wTpn v A
D) 27T 37 ONT N SNAE 172 17N KSR 222010 YT2WA NN NIT A
B RT NS 92925 115 P 2NN 927,250 1IN R 1N BN (72 DY
VDM DN M RO L NP RO — TINBNT 3T — NRSR 2mmb 155a mpaw
Y37 AN — TN MDIND N DININD (2 DR M) 20210 TR Mo 9 R
YIN — IND ONY 201 FPAWT NN 10 AN O DND 17307 85 N, hN

JTTT MIPINDY MINDED DO PN D

TRANSLATION: R. Zera was evading Rab Judah because he desired to go up to the
Land of Israel while Rab Judah had expressed the following view: Whoever goes up from
Babylon to the Land of Israel transgresses a positive commandment, for it is said in
Scripture, (Yirmiyahu 27) They shall be carried to Babylon, and there shall they be, until the
day that I remember them, saith the Lord. And R. Zera? — That text refers to the vessels
of ministry. And Rab Judah? — Another text also is available: I adjure you, O daughters of
Jerusalem, by the gazelles, and by the hinds of the field, that ye awaken not, nor stir up
love, until it please’. And R. Zera? — That implies that Israel shall not go up all together as
if surrounde]| by a wall. And Rab Judah? — Another I adjure you’ is written in Scripture.
And R. Zera? — That text is required for an exposition like that of R. Jose son of R.
Hanina who said: “What was the purpose of those three adjurations? — One, that Israel
shall not go up all together as if surrounded by a wall; the second, that whereby the Holy
One, blessed be He, adjured Israel that they shall not rebel against the nations of the world,;
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and the third is that whereby the Holy One, blessed be He, adjured the idolaters that they
shall not oppress Israel too much’. And Rab Judah? — It is written in Scripture, That ye
awaken not, nor stir up. And R. Zera? — That text is required for an exposition like that of
R. Levi who stated: “‘What was the purpose of those six adjurations? — Three for the
purposes just mentioned and the others, that the prophets shall not make known the end,
that the people shall not delay the end, and that they shall not reveal the secret to the
idolaters’.

By the gazelles, and by the hinds of the field. R. Eleazar explained: The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to Israel, ‘If you will keep the adjuration, well and good; but if not, I
will permit your flesh to be a prey like that of the gazelles and the hinds of the field’.
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