
dltzd z` oiadl
Vol. 4  No. 12                                                                                       f"qyz `vie zyxt zay

A Connection Between the dxhtdd zekxa and dxyr dpeny
Professor Shmuel Safrai of Hebrew University in a  paper entitled Gathering in the Synagogues
on Festivals, Sabbaths and Weekdays presented at a synposium on Ancient Synagogues in Israel
at the University of Haifa in May 19871 notes the following:

A number of scholars have pointed out that the benedictions recited after the haftara are not
only benedictions to be said after a reading from the Prophets because, in contradistinction
to the blessing said after the reading of the Torah, which is brief and pertains only to the
Torah, giving thanks to the Torah of truth, the blessing after the haftara include in their
various recensions prayers touching on a wide range of issues: consolation, the kingdom of
David, the Torah and the Temple service, and the sanctification of the Sabbath, and they are
recited in a most festive manner.  Some scholars have hypothesized that in ancient times
these blessings constituted the nucleus of the prayer to be recited on a given day. In other
words; originally, the congregation would gather for the reading of a passage in the Torah
and the Prophets; after the reading, the leader or the person who was honored with the
reading from the prophets would add a number of benedictions, and these were the entire
prayer service. The language and content of the blessings as they have come down to us are
similar to the blessings recited by the High Priest on Yom Kippur after the reading of the
Torah (Mishna Yoma 7:1): “And he recites eight benedictions over them-on the Torah and
on the Temple service and on Thanksgiving and on atonement of sin and on the Temple . .
.and on Israel and on Jerusalem . . . and on the priests.” According to the Mishna the same
benedictions are to be recited by the king after reading “the king’s portion:” “On Sukkot
when the High Priest blesses them, but he substitutes ‘pilgrimage festivals’ for ‘atonement’.”
Here too no prayer is mentioned as preceding, and only after the reading of the Torah did
they recite the eight blessings which constituted the prayer.

Support for the fact that the zekxa for the dxhtd may at one time have constituted the
whole prayer service can be found in the oeyl of the dxhtdd zekxa:

,gilyd ycwn dyxtd meiq xg`le-meiq xg`le d"c zay ly zixgy oe`b mxnr ax xcq
:mcew jxane .`iapa xihtn k"g`e miweqt 'b dxeza xihtnd `xew ?cvike .`iapa oixihtne

jexa .zn`a oixn`pd odixaca dvxe miaeh mi`iapa xga xy` mlerd jln epiwl` 'd dz` jexa
jexa,jxan dixg`le  .wcvde zn`d i`iapae enr l`xyiae ecar dynae dxeza xgead 'd dz`
lk ik miiwne xacn ,dyere xne`d .on`pd l-`d .zexecd lka wicv mlerd jln epiwl` 'd dz`

aeyi `l xeg` jixacn cg` xace ,jixac mipn`pe epiwl` 'd `ed dz` on`p .wcvde zn`d eixac
mwp mewpz ytp znebrle .epiig zia `id ik oeiv lr mgx  .eixac lka on`pd 'd dz` jexa .mwix

.jzreyia mexz epxwe .ginvz dxdn cec gnv z`  .milyexi dpea 'd dz` jexa .epinia dxdn
 .cec obn 'd dz` jexa

1. The proceedings of the synposium have been published as BAR International Series 499, 1989
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In the oe`b mxnr ax xcq, two of the zekxa that are recited after the dxhtd resemble two
of the zekxa found in dxyr dpeny; milyexi dpea and cec gnv z`.  There is a further
connection between the dxhtdd zekxa and dxyr dpeny:

,zg` dkxa eiptl jxan `iapa xihtnd-e'h dkld 'ai wxt mitk z`iype dlitz zekld m"anx
dkxa ,zekxa rax` eixg`l jxane ,'eke mi`iapa xga xy` mlerd jln epiwl` 'd dz` jexa

obn da mzeg ziyily ,milyexi dpea da mzeg diipy ,eixac lka on`pd l-`d da mzeg dpey`x
 .dltza mzegy enk meid zyecw oipr da mzeg ziriax ,cec

The m"anx notes that the last dkxa after the dxhtd always matches the ending  dkxa of
meid zyecw (the middle dkxa) of  dxyr dpeny on aeh meie zay.

Why in dxyr dpeny do we conclude the dkxa of cec gnv z` with dreyi oxw ginvn
while after reciting the dxhtd we conclude a similar dkxa with: cec obn? 

l`b , llde rny z`ixw :`ax xn` .dle`ba mzege-'a 'nr 'fiw sc migqt zkqn ilaa cenlz
epycw xy`  ,`yeciwc :`xif iax xn` .edpip ingxc ?`nrh i`n .l`xyi l`eb ,`zelvc ,l`xyi

jixve :awri xa `g` ax xn` .edpip ingxc ?`nrh i`n .jizevna epycw ,`zelvc ,epeve eizevna
zeny) mzd aizke mei z` xkfz ornl (fh mixac) `kd aizk .meid yeciwa mixvn z`ivi xikfiy
obn ,`zxht`c ,dreyi oxw ginvn ,`zelvc :`liy xa dax xn` .eycwl zayd mei z` xekf (k

.cec obn mixne`y edf :sqei ax ipz ,milcbd myk lecb my jl iziyre (f a l`eny) .cec

The reason is provided in the following yxcn: 
d`xy ,xacn aezkd epia` mdxa`a-minz l-`d [`l] d"c gi xenfn (xaea) mildz yxcn

fi ziy`xa) minz dide iptl jldzd ic-y l-` ip` el xn`e ,ea xgae ,eixg` xxebzny d"awd
xy` 'd ip` xn`py ,y`d oyaka zg` ,od el`e .zepeiqp xyra etxvy .dtexv 'd zxn` .(`

mipy ,('` ,'ai ziy`xa) jzclenne jvx`n jl jl zg`e ,('f ,'eh ziy`xa) micyk xe`n jiz`ved
ixd ,('a 'fh ziy`xa) izgty l` `p `a zixvnd xbdae .drax` ixd ,jlnia`ae drxta ,dxya

eikipg z` wxie miklnae .dyy ixd ,('i ,'`k ziy`xa) dn`d (oa z`) yxb l`rnyiae ,dyng
oiae  .dpeny ixd ,('i ,'fi ziy`xa) xkf lk mkl lend dlinae ;dray ixd ,('ci ,'ci ziy`xa)

`p gw el xn`y wgvi ly dcwrae ,dryz ixd ,eipaa zecaryn zeikln rax` ed`xdy mixzad
dne .xeabk cnre ,dad`ne d`xin olawe  .dxyr ixd ,('a ,'ak ziy`xa) jcigi z` jpa z`

mixne` mlerd zene`e  .('` 'eh ziy`xa) jl obn ikp` xn`py ,ea miqegd lkl `ed obn ?exky
lkne ,oiqelke`d one ,miklnd zreyz one ,y`d oyakn elivde mdxa` z` aagn d"awd dnl

z` aixwie gwiy el xne` elit` mkl d`xne aixwn ipixd d"awd odl xn`  ;eilr exary zexvd
dltza oikxan eipa xgnle  .ea miqegd lkl `ed obn ,epibn ip` jkl  .il rney `ed ,inyl epa

mixne` dn iptn :d"awd iptl cec xn` .(b gi mildz) iryi oxwe ipbn .mdxa` obn 'd dz` jexa
'ek mildz) ipqpe 'd ippga :eiptl xn`  .zepeiqp dxyra eizpga el xn` ?cec obn `le ,mdxa` obn

ik ,dxhtdd zkxaa cec obn exn`iy cec lltzd cin ,ea cnr `le ray zaa eze` dqpy oeik !('a
il ozze aizkc `ed `cd ,cec obn 'd dz` jexa .cre mlerl exp daki `ly el zrayp jycw mya

 .jryi obn
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

meiq xg`le d"c zay ly zixgy oe`b mxnr ax xcq-After completing the reading of the
Torah portion, the reader recites Kaddish and then the Haftorah is read.  Prior thereto, the
one who is to read the Haftorah reads three verses from the Torah and then reads the
portion from the Prophets.  Before reading the Haftorah, the reader recites a Bracha.
(Please note the differences between our version of the Brachot and the version provided
by Rav Amram.  In particular please note the Bracha that ends with the words: Boneh
Yerushalayim and the Bracha that begins with the words: Es Tzemach Dovid).

e'h dkld 'ai wxt mitk z`iype dlitz zekld m"anx-The one who reads the Haftorah
recites one Bracha before reading the Haftorah and recites four Brachot after reading the
Haftorah.  The fourth Bracha ends with a reference to what makes the day a holy day.  We
follow the same pattern when we recite the Bracha that ends the middle Bracha of
Shemona Esrei on Shabbat and Yom Tov.

'a 'nr 'fiw sc migqt zkqn ilaa cenlz-AND HE CONCLUDES WITH A FORMULA
OF REDEMPTION. Raba said: The ending of the benediction following the reciting of
the Shema’ and Hallel is ‘who redeemed Israel’; that of Shemona Esrei is ‘the redeemer of
Israel’. What is the reason? Because it is a petition. R. Zera said: The formula in Kiddush is
‘who did sanctify us with His commandments and did command us’; that of  Shemona
Esrei is ‘sanctify us with Your Commandments.’ What is the reason? Because it is
supplication. R. Aha b. Jacob said: And he must refer to the Egyptian exodus in the
Kiddush of the day. For here it is written, that you may remember the day when you came
forth out of the land of Egypt, while there it is written, Remember the Sabbath day, to
hallow it by reciting Kiddush.  Rabbah b. Shila said: The formula in Shemona Esrei is ‘who
causes the horn of Salvation to spring forth,’ while that of the Haftorah is ‘the shield of
David.’ And I will make you a great man, like unto the name of the great ones that are in
the earth.  R. Joseph taught: that alludes to the fact that we say ‘the shield of David.’

minz l-`d [dk] d"c gi xenfn (xaea) mildz yxcn-This verse is a reference to Avrohom
Aveinu.  G-d saw that Avrohom wanted to be close to G-d so G-d chose Avrohom.  G-d
said: I am G-d, follow me and you will be complete.  The words: Imrat Hashem Tzerufah
are a reference to the fact that G-d’s word is pure. G-d purified Avrohom through ten
tests.  These are the tests: the first was in the burning furnace as it is written: I am G-d who
took you out of Oor Kusdim; the second: when G-d told Avrohom: Lech Lecha
M’Artezecha  O’oMi’Moladitcha; two tests involved Sarah; one involving Pharaoh and one
involving Avimelech, that totals four.  Concerning Hagar the Egyptian woman about
whom Sarah told Avrohom: Bo Nah Al Shifchasi, that was the fifth test.  Concerning 
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Yishmael, it is written: Garesh et Ben H’Amah;  that was the sixth.  Concerning the battle
between the Kings it is written: Va’Yarek Es Chanichav, that was the seventh.  When
Avrohom underwent circumcision it is written Himol Lechem Kol Zachar;  that was the
eighth.  When G-d showed Avrohom in the Bris Bain HaBisarim that his children would
be enslaved by four kingdoms, that was the ninth.  Concerning Akeidas Yitzchak it is
written: Kach Nah Es Bincha Es Yichidecha, that was the tenth test.  Avrohom accepted
the tests out of both fear and love and withstood them bravely.  What was Avrohom’s
reward?  He became the protector of all those who depend on him as it is written: Anochei
Magen Lecha.  The nations of the world said: why does G-d love Avrohom and why did
G-d save Avrohom from the burning furnace, from the Kings, from the maligners and
from all the troubles that came upon Avrohom?  G-d said to the nations: I will show you
that even if I ask Avrohom to sacrifice his son in My name he will listen to Me.  It is for
that reason that I protect Avrohom and he is the protector of those who depend on him.
In the future, Avrohom’s children will recite a Bracha in Shemona Esrei: Magen Avrohom.
Concerning  the words: Magini V’Keren Yishee: King David said to G-d: why do the
people say: Magen Avrohom and not Magen Dovid.  G-d answered: because Avrohom was
tested through ten tests.  King David said: B’Chononee Hashem V’Nasani (test me G-d
and try me).  G-d tested King David in the incident involving Bat Sheva.  After King David
failed that test, King David immediately prayed that the people should recite Magen Dovid
in the Brachot of the Haftorah.  That is what is meant by what is written: Va’Titain Li
Magen Yishecha (G-d gave me the shield of His salvation).
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SUPPLEMENT 
During the course of searching for sources using the Bar Ilan Judaic Library on CD-ROM,
I almost always find interesting material that is not necessarily on point. This past week
during the course of searching  the words: cec obn, I came across the following:

A Source for Each of the  zekxa dxyr dpeny
 -228 cenr ai dyxt xfril` iax zpyn

( A Midrash attributed to Rebbe Eliezer son of Rav Yossi Ha’Galili) 

,mipencwd mi`iapd lky .dxv jezn lltznd on xzei dxvn `ly lltzn ly egek dti
`l jrey jxrid 'py ,oilltzn eid dxvd odilr `eaz `ly cr ,dxv oiyibxn eidy oeik

zrae 'py ,gibyn `lk df ixd ,dxvd zra lltzne daehd zra wzey `edy in la` .xva
epi` mc` ipa ceakl 'it` .l`xyi jeprci idl` ewrfi il 'ne`e ,epriyede dnew exn`i mzxv

.'nege lw [mixacd ixde] ,ipeyxbze ize` mz`py mz` `ld crlb ipwfl gzti xn`ie 'py ,ok

.zepeiby lr `iapd wewagl dltz 'py ,dxv zra `ly epilr oilltzn eid mi`iapd m` dne
`l` .izryt izier iz`hg hxit `l ixde ,envr lr zepeiby xn`z m` .zepeiby od [efi`]

,mler ly epeax ,eiptl 'n` .['ebe] iz`xi jrny izrny iei ,'ne` `ed dn .l`xyily zepeiby
,ongxd odia` odl xkef `dz ,l`xyi lr `eal ywan xrv yiy drya ,jiptln oevx idi

 .xkfz mgx fbxa 'py ,oca`l `ly eipa oky lke .mca`l `ly ,mecq lr opgy

dldze dltze .jzldz `ed ,`xiz jiwl` 'd z` 'py ,zeevnd jeza dltz xwirl oiipn
 .`id zg`

ipc`e miwl`d iwl` `ed mkiwl` 'd ik 'py ,`xepde xeabd lecbd l-`d 'ne`y oiipn
 .lecbd lwd epiwl` dzre 'ne` `xfr oke .'ebe mipc`d

edil`a 'ne` `ed oke .l`xyile wgvil mdxa`l xekf 'py ,zea` dyly oixikfny oiipne
 .`iapd edil` ybie 'ebe zlra idie

cg` lecb .jkxa`e lecb iebl jyr`e zea`a l"z ,zea` 'b da yi dpey`x dkxay oiipn
 ja ,jnvr ipta jl dkxa ,dkxa dide l"z ,oinzeg olka leki .dyly ixd ,zekxa izye

 .olka oinzeg oi`e oinzeg
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 .jl obn ikp` l"z ,mdxa` obn dnizgy oiipne

mbd iwl` 'd xn`ie 'd l` `xwie ,edil`a 'ne` `ed oky .dltz diexw miznd ziigzy oiipn
 .'d l` lltzie 'ne`e ,'ebe cra zlcd xbqie `aie ,ryil`a 'ne` `ed oke .dpnl`d lr

 .eyicwz eze` ze`-av 'd z` 'py ,dltz z`xwp dyecwdy oiipne

ly odikxv jk xg`e ,d"awd ly egaya zepey`xd zekxa yly zeidl jixvy oiipn
.d"awd ly egay ,dxiyay zepey`xd ze`xwn yly ,epiax dyna epivn oky .zeixa

drxt zeakxn .ekxv 'n` jk xg` .dngln yi` 'd ,d-i zxnfe ifr ,d`b d`b ik 'dl dxiy`
.'ebe elige

'ne`e ,'ebe iranl oingxe ,lf` dizial l`ipc oic` 'py ,dltz diexw drcd zli`yy oiipn
 .gayne `cedn izda` dl` jl

.jnr zgyz l` miwl` 'd xne`e 'd l` lltz`e 'py ,dltz diexw dgilqd zli`yy oiipne
oke .dglq 'd drny 'd ,my 'ne` edn .dcez`e iwl` 'd l` dlltz`e ,l`ipca 'ne` `ed oke

 .dltz iexw iecedy ,cnln .ezcezdke `xfr lltzdke ,`xfra 'ne` `ed

dywape dnevpe ,`xfra 'ne` `ed oky .dltz diexw dlvdde dle`bd zli`yy oiipn
'ne` `ed oke ,dbcd irnn eiwl` 'd l` dpei lltzie ,dpeia 'ne` `ed oke ,z`f lr epiwl`n
dglvdde dle`bde dreyide .dltz diexw dreyidy ,cnln .riyei `l l-` l` milltzne

 .od cg` oeyl lk

'ne`e ,['ebe] `txie miwl`d l` mdxa` lltzie 'py ,dltz diexw d`etxd zl`yy oiipn
`p l-` 'ne`e ,ep`hg exn`ie dyn l` mrd wrvie 'ne`e ,lltzie xiwd l` eipt ediwfg aqie

'ne`e ,'d l` ewrvie ,mytp arzz lk` lk ,'ebe mryt jxcn milie` 'ne`e ,dl `p `tx
.wy iyeal mzelga ip`e 'ne`e ,m`txie exac glyi

l` dlr edil`e zezyle lk`l a`g` dlrie 'py ,dltz diexw mipy zkxa zli`yy oiipn
 .lnxkd y`x

 .yewln zra xhn 'dn el`y 'py ,ozpera minybd z` oil`eyy oiipne
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lk ,didi ik xac ux`a didi ik arx 'py ,zeiprxet ipin lk odn xiardl oil`eyy oiipne
 .dpgz lk dltz

,mi`nv mb miarx ,jxc oeniyia xacna erz 'py ,dltz diexw zeilb ueaw zli`yy oiipn
eid zeca` o`vk 'py ,mirez zeilbd e`xwpe .mdl xva 'd l` ewrvie ,dxyi jxca mkixcie

mixeq`l xn`l '`py ,jyg iayie mixeq` zeilbd e`xwpe .zenlve jyg iayi 'ne`e .inr
 .['ebe] jyga xy`l e`v

yi` `hgi xy` z`e ezltza 'ne` dnly oky .dltz diexw htynd zli`yy oiipn
`ld 'ne`e lltzn htyedi oke .jcar z` zhtye ziyre minyd rnyz dz`e ,edrxl

 .ma htyz

.sxgl azk mixtqe ea 'zky ,aixgpqa epivn oky .dltz diexw micf zrpkd zli`yy oipn
`ed oke .dx`ypd zix`yd cra dltz z`ype 'ne`e .ediryie ediwfgi lltzie 'ne` edn

`le 'ne` `ed oke .drxl `idy dltz yiy o`kin .daehl dfd mrd cra lltzz l` 'ne`
.`hg ja dide 'd l` jilr `xwi

 .epevx mixyi zltze 'ne`e ,rnyi miwicv zltze 'py ,dltz diexw miwicv zghady oiipn

jnrn `l xy` ixkpd l` mbe ,ezltza 'ne` dnly oky .wcvd ixib odnr oilleky oiipn
 .ixkpd jil` `xwi xy` lkk ziyre ,minyd rnyz dz`e ,`ed l`xyi

jycwn lr jipt x`de ezltza 'ne` l`ipc oky .dltz diexw mlyexi oipa zli`yy oiipn
,minyd iwl` l` lltz`e ywan dz` df dn lr jlnd il xn`ie 'ne` dingp oke .mnyd

 .d`x`e `p dxar` 'py ,dltz diexw dze`xl s` .aeh jlnd lr m` jlnl xn`e

l`eny `xwie 'ne`e ,'d l` gepn xzrie 'py .ozywa zeyrle ozltz renyl oil`eyy oiipn
xne`e ,xrpd ipir z` gwt xn`ie 'd l` ryil` lltzie 'ne`e ,xhne zelew 'd ozie 'd l`

 .mixepqa dfd iebd z` `p jd xn`ie 'd l` ryil` lltzie

,exdhd `l ,dypne mixt`n zax mrd ziaxn ik 'py ,dceard z` zevxl oilltzny oiipne
my oaie ,ceca 'ne` `ed oke ,ippr 'd ippr 'ne` edil` oke .xn`l mrd l` ediwfg lltzd ik

.zelr lrie 'dl gafn
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ok lr '`py ,dltz z`xwpe ,'ebe 'd iptl ayie cec jlnd `aie 'py ,daehd lr oiceny oiipne
jln ediwfgl azkn 'ne`e .xn`ze dpg lltzze 'ne`e ,jiptl lltzdl eal z` jcar `vn

 .eilgn igie ezelga dcedi

iwl`l uari `xwie 'ne`e ,jxae l`ed dzre 'py ,d"awd iptln dkxa oil`eyy oiipne
 .melya enr z` jxai 'd ['`py] ,mely d"awdly dkxae .l`xyi

lk 'py .gay `idy exn`e xeaiv ikxcn iyxety jxck ,gay dpi`e dywa dltzdy oiipn
'ne` `ed oke .dizera ira `neia dzlz oipnfe xne`e ,yp`e dl` lk on era `rai ic

 .dz` il-` ik iplivd 'n`ie ,dna ,eil` lltzie egzyie el cbqi f"r icaera

oxwe ipbn 'ne`e ,ux`a xy` milecbd myk lecb my jl iziyre 'py .cec obn oixne`y oiipn
 .iryi

'py oiprk ,zexwrd zciwt m` .xyr dpny lr zexg` zecn cer siqedl leki dz` oi`e
ixd ,`xwie c`n `nvie 'py oiprk ,dqpxt m`e .mileg z`etx llka `ed ixd ,wgvi xzrie

.odl dnecke .mipyd zkxa llka `ed

d"awd epevy ,daiag zxhwd dn d`xe `ea .zxhwl 'zkd dyiwdy ,dltzd `id dlecb
`id daiag .dnvr ipta gafn zxhwle cg` gafn zepaxw ipin xyr dylyl zeyrl

daiag .exihwd `l zxhwe ,mle`d zezlc exbq mb 'py ,fg` yprp dzliha lry ,zxhwd
l`ey lecb odk oi`e ,mixetkd meia oiaixwn l`xyi zepaxw dxyr rax`y ,zxhwd `id

did dry dze`ay oiipn .'d iptl y`d lr zxhwd z` ozpe 'py ,zxhwd zrya `l` ekxv
lr d`a dpi`y .jk lk daiag zxhwd dn iptn .jiptl zxhw izltz okz 'py ,lltzn

cigid oi` jkitl .`hg lr d`a dpi` zxhwd la` ,elzi dna odl yi zepaxwd lky .`hg
.dry itl didy ,mi`iyp oaxwn ueg ,zxhw acpzn
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