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PARALLELS BETWEEN THE OPENING AND CLOSING
M292 OF /2y aanae

The last three NM1272 of MY NIV appear to parallel the first three M2 of ML

Y. It begins with the fact that both sets contain three M1272. Is there a significance to

the number three? In discussing an unrelated matter, Rabbi Joshua ibn Shu'ib, a student
the Rashba and and a colleague of the Ritva writes:
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The symmetry goes further. Each of the last three M23723 of AAYY ML appears to
parallel the corresponding 373 within the first three M2 of MY A2, The 72372
of MAN shares a theme with the 12372 of MMAY. Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemouth, the *1N23
2911 teacher at Maimonides School in Boston, reported that Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik,
‘?”ET, opined that &Y P begins with the 7292 of MAN because if not for the MAN,
we would have no right to pray since Man has no inherent right to pray to the 92 13127
ooy, Prayer is a privelege. We were granted the privelege to pray to the o2 b aan
only because of M2N M2I!. Similarly, at the time that the W27 N°2 stood, the 127D
TN served the purpose of affording us the privelege to pray to the o2 P 1931, Put
into halachic terms, the M292 of MAN and ATV are DY IMD; means of obtaining
permission to approach the 09 52 13137 with our needs. This parallel theme helps
explain a N712J that we studied:
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The structure of MAEY MM appears to reflect the position of both N1*3M Y2372 DY 29
who said: 23PN MAR MY and the position of 1% 13 YW °37 who held: M50
DUPN 1PN T332, The first three M2M2 reflect the position that RPN MAN nan.
The last three M272 reflect the position that RPN P20 112 N,

The second 1272 of MAXY AW, MM2J parallels the second of the last N1292, ANTIT.
In the 11373 of NI we speak of: 1Y B 522w 0% 5. What are those DYDY3? 272
DI TN M, 29I RDYY 25D 7D etc. The third 7272 of AY ANRY,

R NYITP parallels the third of the last M1273, 0%372 N272. They each contain
M272. In %372 N292, the B2 bless the people. In MR, we repeat the 7272 that
the angels recite every day: Y3202 1 122 712,

The opening and closing MN1272 also share the fact that the themes of both sections can be
traced to a single source. Professor Moshe Weinfeld in his book: 177 R RNt iy
MR argues that the model for the opening and closing M372 of MALY MM is
found in the [1D1 that '[‘7?37! 7 delivered before his death after '[17?317 17 collected the
materials necessary to build the WSPRR N°2:
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

DN 55221 777 5P DIBOWN NPAD 2 12K ¥ MPT-The definition of the

word “V’Avaditem” includes the performance of the Brachot of praise and the Brachot of
Mitzvoth which includes three types of Brachot; i.e. Brachot made in anticipation of an
enjoyment, Brachot of Praise and Brachot before performing Mitzvoth. The three types of
Brachot represent three spiritual powers that are called “Nifashos”. They are: the spirit
that rests in the stomach, the spirit that rests in the heart and the spirit that rests in the
mind. Corresponding to those spirits are the three type of Brachot. The Brachot that we
recite before an enjoyable act represent the spirit that rests in the stomach. That is where
we feel many of those pleasures as the verse states: and the soul desires. The Brachot that
are recited in praise correspond to the spirit that rests in the heart because the words of
praise emanate from the heart as it is written: musings of the heart that are recited by the
tongue that outwardly express the musings of the heart. The Brachot that we recite before
performing a Mitzvah correspond to the spirit of the mind which is the highest form of
spirit just like the Brachot that are made before performing a Mitzvah which is the highest
form of activity. Furthermore, the performance of Mitzvoth is the reason for the other
forms of spirit. These three types of Brachot also represent the three worlds; the lower
wortld, the middle world and the higher world. They also correspond to this world, the
world of the souls and the next world. In conjunction with all three types of Brachot, we
were commanded to make three types of donations in Parshat Shekalim. This is based on
the fact that the word “Terumah” appears three times in Parshat Shekalim. Because of our
sins, the Beit Hamikdash has been destroyed and we can no longer fulfill the Mitzvah of
giving Shekalim. Instead we read Parshat Shekalim so that we are reminded and feel as if
we are fulfilling the Mitzvah by recalling it.

2 Y N2 /T M272 NaDL Y532 T5N-It has been stated: R. Jose son of R. Hanina

said: The Tefillahs were instituted by the Patriarchs. R. Joshua b. Levi says: The Tefillahs
were instituted to replace the daily sacrifices. It has been taught in accordance with R. Jose
b. Hanina, and it has been taught in accordance with R. Joshua b. Levi. It has been taught
in accordance with R. Jose b. Hanina: Abraham instituted the morning Tefillah, as it says,
And Abraham got up early in the morning to the place where he had stood, and ‘standing’
means only prayer, as it says, Then stood up Pinchos and prayed. Isaac instituted the
afternoon Tefillah, as it says, And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at evening time,
and ‘meditation’ means only prayer, as it says, A prayer of the afflicted when he faints and
pours out his meditation before the Lord. Jacob instituted the evening prayer, as it says,
And he lighted upon the place, and ‘pegi'ah’ means prayer, as it says, Therefore pray not
you for this people neither lift up prayer nor cry for them, neither make intercession to
[tifga’] Me. It has been taught also in accordance with R. Joshua b. Levi: Why did they say
that the morning Tefillah could be said till midday? Because the regular morning sacrifice
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could be brought up to midday. R. Judah, however, says that it may be said up to the fourth
hour because the regular morning sacrifice may be brought up to the fourth hour. And why
did they say that the afternoon Tefillah can be said up to the evening? Because the regular
afternoon offering can be brought up to the evening. R. Judah, however, says that it can be
said only up to the middle of the afternoon, because the evening offering could only be
brought up to the middle of the afternoon. And why did they say that for the evening
Tefillah there is no limit? Because the limbs and the fat which were not consumed on the
altar by the evening could be brought for the whole of the night. And why did they say that
the additional Tefillahs could be said during the whole of the day? Because the additional
offering could be brought during the whole of the day.
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In the newsletter, I quoted from 2% 12N %"7 who discusses three worlds. Here is some
additional material to better understand those three worlds:

A oW HONDM MWIN ORSOMD 13 N13PY 13 NYIAPY MW 72 9D MIAR by e opnD
N DYDTT 3 NN FIRBT WD DWADT M 1) 7YY 1D N2 TION 1IN D137
YHPY M DT NI PZNTT DN LOPRIR N MR 27 1N B 23T e NI

DY NI ,AN5MNT NPN YT 120 ANIW TOINED AP0 AN PND DT AN

1M P13 MDY NI PANAN N5ANT NS 1D TMINES 53nDN R .M
MDY DIPNT T NN INDY R, MINT R BT B NI 3T MINTEPa 5on0m
PYAM MR 1D B3 R, 5w NI 197375 101 8 2IpnS ARy i
DB 0% T2 AN N DINWD NN R 920 TRINE DT N ORI

AR AT 022 0w N Ay 3PN Wi N TR N, AYhim nn ey

DINYRIM 13 YT ,9m990 12w 197 100 T0Y NN O 121 IR AT IR o

vD% ,mawnm M550 NS LRI DI 1T D N, 2O N0 18t N AN
M3 ,77aY 2700 K2 RD DN MDY 32 DN 130 HoNDY RS 00 N0 000
FO1 13 MDY, MBI 29I AP0 1313 [N DA TS DLW 10 YOO N

R Failininalablivh)

DTN NN 17 77720 DT D12 ON—D1 BN 77T N 1D (@7RA) AN N 030 N
T O AANN DD 1T PN BTN 27 DI v D noe vwun 5o 5y
571 579 927 5 PAIDRE 52 010NT INT 7R bR 97 1AN 121 1IN 3 Aen

WD A D71 17 92T B W TN DPRIDT 03 M N NDD NOTD s
AN AN Y BD2Y 2P DR TR 217 DY A AR snnmnen 1oy
DoM 1PN 1 RPN SNINANMIN O PN P20 1R T 1N D939 1 Na
YD NN OR NONZ N FIPNTT RS DY 02253 9w NN T20wN o pop 0ha

1. Rabbi Elijah was born ca. 1450 in Constantinople. In 1498 he became chief rabbi of Constantinople
and the entire Ottoman empire. His halachic opinions were considered authoritative by Turkish Jews,
as well as by the Spanish exiles of 1492, whom R. Elijah helped resettle in Turkey.
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