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SN PN Where to Put the Comma?

The 7272 of M¥7 presents a punctuation dilemma. Should a comma be placed after the
words: PN WNRY; e TATND DADDM DN BRI T2 99377 TAYT NN AR
N¥72 9370 or before the words: DN WNY; e, SR, TN 99372 72PN AN 2w
11873 '73Pﬂ 12N BN PR, This is a dilemma which is already expressed by
nBDIN:
DWS M2 AN AN 7T (/2,2 DT NaT) —/N ap D a7 NIMa Noom vHaa Tmbn
29151 P25 M5 TN N DD NP 1% N BemR 10 wTRAS m-bN 1
1020 AN DT N — BN By AN 2D 120m=5R eyt pwans minawh
D3 Y7250 19N AN 137 927751270 1Y 290 T 51T A DN M13a mam
DY PP 33212980 21050 orehy 1o ,mmay mabna ooy

PP — 1270 POV 292 T D1 A ONDUM='N BY D AT MIMIn N30 Meoin
TITANT N LN DY DWW ID VNN 02 W DIPYTE D NN N 0 2 10N
DYVIN 2 1812 5300 127N 177 BNDEM SRR R 7MY Ty e
AP OARED NS ORI WRY T2 70395 ATMAYT NN AR 55N R

We already learned about a group that took one side on this issue. Those who followed the
practice of skipping the opening words of ¥ in any 1750 in which there was no N272

R°172 began the 1272 with the words: DN RN (Newsletter 4-19).

Whether the comma is placed before or after the words: DN SR, does not resolve the
problem that the words: DN N appear to be duplicative. If the comma is placed after
the words, then the words represent M132372. That duplicates the word: 7T2AY. If the
comma is placed before the words, then the words represent 179N, Thatis a duplication
of the word: BN?DM. The "B discusses this issue and can only resolve one duplication.
—12 8NN SR WR ADM HY MM 3N 13 7T DMIN—ID 18D DA AN D
N¥N2 SAPNNY 13707 2PN N 1007 HY DY9%0Nn ,mMaY fnY PN DY AN
S manam Dy ooy B pnmes 20pm D1 9w DN @Y waTaaY a0 own aeh
AWM D YO 3 AOpELY [ S DownDn W SRR WRY 3PN T O .mSn
»or1 %Y .27Y 11872 52PN m2RNa BR%EMY 1277 NPIN 27N SN N AT
A1 852 BN%9N M1 15 M BN N 1T wADD NI N1 .BNYEM 5D MW N

1. The N2t is troubled by the word: ooWwo. Was '[5?3;'[ 5w predicting that the TP N°2 would stand forever? Given
the fact the WP N*2 was destroyed, how do we then explain '['Wbﬂ FbE’s use of the word: B in the poe?
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DID BN ,TIN TN NI 1270 DB N TN 95N AN MDn 230 2 T 5
,*9 93y RS 11212 1980 19w 5 93m 115N (5w (R /By 1D A7 MD13) e Nhon
2D HYY DN SN D KD N mamra RO 11500 AR 51535 onbon 8D i Hy
N52 FTIAD 2w NI ONY TTIAPM 901 920w 11 DN N 10D 15 e 0l
AR 2w R 15 20N TR0 T2 poerh 1% T 8D Bnp Do by o
02101 M2 RIT VAN 20D 10 DY .72 9925 SRR N

The question that is raised by the 1" is answered as follows:
53 N3T N LD MM 1832 —BEYS Y 17T 1D 7 phr TMman M N
DN D MDDINY,EWN KDY I KDY IRBAD KDY A7 KD 7Y 1208 702 pown
TDIN OB BN PRTR DR NI TING D B 1270 1Y 29 Ty 5
MM RO/ DRI WRY MY TIPY TN 11NNT 1Y N S owa
NI 113370 TIDT RPN 1YY 173080 1001, 7D D MR TR 13 1IR3 D3P0 anNa
T2 12700 B BN 5 APYD NINT T T BN 12900 12D 1300 Hya ey
WORDMEY D AR ;1D 1O BN D MPYD NINT T T 0T PR ONY 1) NN
MM [DDAT DM 2PN DTN T30 MTDN IBNY ARV W [aNaT DY 2901 N
5 M9 HY 1 PHODNM I TAYS WINY ... OB NN PN MANY M)
33 1T 103

An alternate answer:

MR 1NN 10 03 1M27 DINT PR —10D AWM 7177 30 10 e 7N
NIPRTDY 1T 1357 29701 10PN DTN 13 DN Dupnne Mapn 53 5y e
2927 20037 1251 DTN NI DA MY 13 7P 51 27y 0 a7 M /D i
NI T T 5125 TN DTN 115 1D0N!Y 11T 125 2900 BTN T a0 2T 25 00
T2 IMN PRID 1R 13707 T2 WRI KON 1251912 A5 1N PR 8 129 DN
121 A PRI N 1T 15 2D INNIPNI WP M PBIY NI KON 1251910
WM POY D210 PN PSR DTN D2 InIpN IO M RT BRI NON 125
Y297 137 TIDD FAN RPN BN IMIND 171257 2905 IR e ARIND)
7395 SN37Dm NN 101D PIT N23 BRI OB T RNYIYNI 2000 T T MYON
W AP 1D AWM YT R 27 D DN NMANa DN CNARNM T 125n
DT 2577 NP 29700 NI DTINMY NI IR MM BN 1370 AT A0
MaMM 72521 1200 D12 1195NM 13N 7991 DD MM NI DN AR MM
S IR Y DN SR AND 2w nn A0 ek RO .Y B7op 1nRT b
AT 1393 1195 TN DTN ORI DN

2. Rabbi Menashe Klein, 1925-present. Established the Ungvar community in Brooklyn and in Eretz Yistoel.
3. Rabbi Joseph Chaim ben Elijah al-Chakam was born in Baghdad, ca. 1835 and studied under Rabbi Abdallah Someich. He
was the author of the 1 &N 12 98D.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

NP D AT MM N1 %233 MMHN-Behold, 1 build a house to the name of the Lord my

G-d, to dedicate it to Him, and to burn before Him sweet incense, and for the offering of the
continual bread, and for the burnt offerings morning and evening, on the Sabbaths, and on the
New Moons, and on the appointed feasts of the Lord our G-d. This is an ordinance forever to
Israel. This is an ordinance for ever to Israel. R. Giddal said in the name of Rab, This refers to
the altar built in heaven where Michael, the great Prince, stands and offers up thereon an offering.
R. Johanan said, It refers to the scholars who are occupied with the laws of Temple service: The
Torah imputes it to them as though the Temple were built in their days.

1270 POV 2072 T D1 L DNDMI—N 18P P AT NI N0 MBDIN-The

Midrashim are divided in their explanation of what Mich’Ael does. Some Midrashim report that
Mich’Ael offers the souls of righteous people as a sacrifice Some Midrashim report that Mich’Ael
offers sheep of fire. This is what is meant in the Bracha of Avodah in Shemona Esrei when we
recite the words: V’Ishai Yisroel Oo’Sifilasam Mihaira B’Ahava Sikabeil B’Ratzon. Others hold
that the words: V’Ishai Yisroel should be joined with that which is recited before it; i.e. V’Hashaiv
Es Ha’Avodah Li’Dvir Baisecha V’Ishai Yisroel. I did not find anymore.

12 87 DRIN-DP 112D DY AN 1"B-The Tur writes concerning the choice of placing the

words: V’Ishai Yisroel before Oo’Sifilasam as follows: although we no longer bring sacrifices in
the Beit Hamikdash, we recite these words in reference to prayer which is in place of the sacrifices.
We hope that our prayers are accepted enthusiastically by G-d. The Midrash teaches that
Mich’Ael, the great servant, sacrifices the souls of righteous people on the altar found in heaven.
Concerning that altar, Chazal added the words: V’Ishai Yisroel. Others explain that the words:
V’Ishai Yisroel should be recited as part of the words that precede them and this is the meaning:
Re-establish the service in the Beit Hamikdash and the fires of Israel. What follows are the words:
Oo’Sifilasam B’Ahava Sikabeil B'Ratzon. Concerning the first explanation, there is a problem as
to why the theme of accepting prayer is recited twice. If the purpose of using the duplicate
language was to explain what is Ishai Yisroel, then the connecting letter “vav’” should have not
been included. Therefore it should be explained as follows: the duplicate language is necessary
because there are two kinds of prayers. The first type of prayer is the one that is recited within its
time deadline. That is a prayer that is a substitute for the sacrifices. The other type of prayer is
one that is not recited within any deadline. We learned in Masechet Brachot: one who recites a
prayer after the deadline still receives credit for praying but does nor receive credit for praying
within the required time frame. The word: Oo’Sifilasam includes prayers that are recited after the
required time frame which are not prayers that are substitutes for the sacrifices of Israel.
Concerning the second explanation, I have a problem. The words: V’Ishai Yisroel appear to
duplicate what is meant in reciting the word: Avodah. Perhaps you would like to answer that
there are sacrifices that do not involve fire. But then why did Chazal put the word: Dvir between
the words Avodah and V’Ishai Yisroel. The Bracha should have read as follows: V’Hashaiv
Ha’Avodah V’Ishai Yisroel I’Dvir Bai’Secha. As a result the middle explanation is the best.
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QYYD 11 77720 110D 3 phM MDB MR N -In Masechet Menachot page 110, Rava

said: everyone who is involved in Torah learning does not need an Olah offering, a Chatas
offering and a Mincha offering and an Asham offering. Tosaphos explains: Mich’Ael the Great
Officer stands and brings sacrifices on behalf of the people learning. There are those who explain
that Mich’Ael is bringing sacrifices involving the souls of righteous people and some who explain
that the sacrifices involve sheep of fire. Concerning this activity we recite in Shemona Esret in the
Bracha of Avodah: V’Ishai Yisroel Oo’Sifilasam Mihaira B’Ahava Sikabeil B’Ratzon. See what the
Taz says in Orach Chaim Siman 104 and what the Ramban says in Parshat Va’Yikra that the secret
behind the sacrifices is that the person bringing the sacrifices stands by as the sacrifice is being
brought and says as follows concerning each stage of the service: what is happening to the animal
should have happened to me. The person feels like he is the one who is being brought as the
sacrifice. That is the meaning of the idea that prayer is a substitute for the sacrifices. Although we
also say that our forefathers originated the concept of prayer, we must have in mind both sources
for prayer while we pray. In addition, the people who used to accompany each shift of Kohanim
used to stand by the sacrifices and pray. The words: V’Ishai Yisroel and Avodah are not
duplicative in that one represents the service and one represents the thoughts and the prayers that
accompany the sacrifice.

T”B'? NPT 7S ID’D ﬂDW‘? AN NW2-A person must have in mind when he recites the

words: V’Ishai Yisroel all the fast days that Jews fast during the course of the year. A person while
fasting is offering to G-d his fat and blood as the Zohar writes in Parsha Shemot: The lillies are a
symbol as to how G-d conducts the world in that they start out being red but turn white upon
being pressed. The verse states: to sacrifice to Me the fat and the blood. Similarly on a fast day
Man offers his fat and blood and is provided with forgiveness. In that case one part of the offer is
red and one part is red. A lilly is both red and white. It turns white upon being burned. So too a
sacrifice turns from red to white through fire. Today when one fasts, he is offering his blood and
fat and it too turns white through the heat that is being produced by the fast. Rabbi Yehudah
said: through a fast, a person becomes weak. His bones begin to burn. At that moment he is
offering his fat and blood as a sacrifice being burnt by the heat caused by the fast. His fast creates
an altar of forgiveness. This is what is meant by what Rabbi Eliezer said that he was involved in a
fast and was praying and said: G-d you know that through my fast I offered as a sacrifice my fat
and blood. I heated them with the fire that was caused by my fasting. Please accept the sacrifice
that I am expressing as if it was the sweet aroma of an Olah Korban and answer my prayer. We
can conclude that a person who fasts is offering his fat and blood. The words that come out of
his mouth have the aroma of an alter of forgiveness. That is why they instituted the practice of
praying in place of the sacrifices. What is required is that the one praying have in mind as he
recites the words: V’Ishai Yisroel, the public fasts in which he participates during the course of the
year.
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SUPPLEMENT
The Full Text of the T Referred to by the O 7717

M 511 .07779 PIND PID SDIN NN LMY 127 MY I LNAIND 5N T NN 39
R. Abba was once walking in company with R. Isaac. On the way they saw some lilies, and

R. Abba plucked one.
NI NI NINT N NAOR INTI AN DI 027 9173 P30 DN MM N7 NaN 130
R. Jose met them. He said: “Verily, the Shekinah is present here, for I see something in the
FIRTIRGD NOR INT D13 RS NIN 9297 RIPTY RAT.INID NAPOM 505 RN 9397

hand of R. Abba which signifies that he has some great wisdom to impart, since I know
that R. Abba would not have plucked this lily except with the view

PRONTI BN NTTNITT2 RAR 37 7N 30,250 %92 290 NN %37 N .NPDnom

of teaching some esoteric lesson.” Said R. Abba: ‘Sit down, my son, sit down.” They all sat
down. R. Abba smelt the lily and said: “What would the

NT 5P .RM By KON RDYPND K@D 10DT NI RTT T 20 ROR D900 awn

wortld be without smell? For I perceive that without smell the soul would pine away, and
therefore

YT INY 9D D0 9B DD AT 23N D 9T BN NS LN3Y NI DI
we burn myrtle spices at the conclusion of the Sabbath.” He then began to expound the
verse: “My beloved is mine and I am my beloved's; he among the lilies tends his flock.”
‘What made me to belong to Him

1IN PR .OTIN R 7 12 0 e A DU MWD 27T NI 21Dm 0
and Him to me? The fact that He feeds the world among lilies: as the lily has a sweet odor,
is red, and yet turns white

FI T2 1Y 1M R TN PTRT T .0 RS e oy 4ah5 gemnn N
when pressed, and its aroma never evaporates, so the Holy One, blessed be He, guides the
wortld.

TN ANT R0 .DIN NP DY NDIFT BTN DA 0wE 09000 8D 10 NORDNY
If it were not so, the wortld would cease to exist because of man's sin. Sin is red, as it says,
292D 077 PIT.DITN NI WD 12370 2001130250 25w D 00w s DDINDM YT BN (D)
“Though your sins be as scarlet”; man puts the sacrificial animal on fire, which is also red;
sprinkles the red blood round

DTN INT 135190 1Y WY (MO AN PRI DTN 1T 0TI OIS NI A

the altar. The attribute of justice is red, but the smoke ascending to heaven from the
sacrifice is white. Thus the red is turned to white:
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VW M TR PR T 0T 5 RO .2oren A 1m0 Tem a5k Tems
The attribute of Justice is turned into the attribute of Mercy. Red is indeed the symbol of
Y A0 DBOWNI TTTANN (M2 M NB) 3XNDT 1D T 137 MART N DTN T8 NON
rigorous justice, and therefore the priests of Baal “cut themselves...

Y29 TN DTIND 15T DNV P AN 1R NROW DY 1 RDN .ohY 0T e

till the blood gushed out upon them” (I Kings XVIII, 28).” They know that they will not
overcome the attribute of justice without a red object.

M99 772129 DYIN W I AR A MM .20 3993 125 TN Y . pre

Rabbi Isaac said: ‘Red (blood) and white (fat) are offered for sacrifice, and the odor ascends
trom both. Just like a lilly is red and white

20325 DY DUAMTIN DI DYDY LMBPA M0 AN ND .]3'71 DYIND 127PM 27097
so too the smell of a sacrifice. The spices of incense are in part red and in part white-

1R 1m0 13 57 3251 DIRG9 T DN 90T 0 .12 R 13125 e
trankincense is white, pure myrrh is red-and the odor ascends from red and white.

Therefore G-d leads His world
DTN 77T 1232871 25705 2915 (0 T BRPIY) 290131129 DN N DA

through lillies that are red and white. Moreover, it is written, ““To offer unto me the fat
and the blood” (Ezek. XLIV, I5)-again white and red. Hence as a substitute

PR 12D NI DTN NI R 1 120 AN DN T A% 99008 11T 1251 200

tor this (since the destruction of the Temple) man sacrifices his own fat and blood (by
tasting) and so obtains atonement. As the lily, which is red and white,

NOR 125952 295 1IN o2 1R 12900 70 N2 KON 135190 9nmh N o

is turned entirely into white by means of fire, so the sacrificial animal is turned entirely into
white (smoke)

NI NDN 125192 95 R 10K BT 1250 20901 10PN 3P 00 DY N2

by means of fire. Also at the present time (when there are no sacrifices) when a man offers
in his fast his fat and his blood, the sacrifice has to go through fire if it is to be turned into
white (bring down mercy),

PP IRINDY N POP 92931 172K P2ehrn 0TR DY nnpn Inmn 1T 037 RS
for, said R. Judah, fasting weakens the limbs and causes the body to burn, and just then
T T2 ATYON Y297 10 TID0 MM NI N LN IMING 1T 1250 30pm0 o

is the appropriate time to offer up the fat and the blood on that fire; and it is this which is
called “an altar of atonement”. That is why R. Eleazar, when fasting,

93D 912900 LU MNAN ODNY YOO /T 703D DT 910 L AN DRI M LY ND 2000
] | | n

used to pray: “It is known to You, O my G-d and G-d of my fathers, that I have offered
unto Thee

YOI [P MM N IDRM 1IN T D1 MWSIN NN BN TNANTT BT 250
my fat and my blood, and that I have heated them in the warmth of my body's weakness.
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May it be Thy will that the breath coming out of my mouth
NP 299D NIT QINE N8I I8N A2 WNR2 139p0R AWM M0 N A

at this hour should be counted unto me as if it were the odor ascending from the sacrifice
brought on the altar by fire, and grant me favour.” Therefore in his fast he is offering

D2 [9OAT 13PN T729ER1 .IDD MaN RIT PDN AP [ (2RM) .27 25m0

prayer as a substitute for the fat and blood of sacrifices. The words that come from his
mouth is an altar of forgiveness. That is why prayer was instituted to take the place of

(23 85 12722) 2200 IRDARY IROM PR 137 AR JIBNT ARG on 72531 .39

sacrifices, provided that it is offered with this sacrificial intention.”. Rabbi Yitzchok said:
that is what is meant by what was written:

DN DR WIPRA N2 AW SDY 227 AN DY R 2DN BND N1 N 72T b2

All that is created by fire, must pas through fire to be cleansed. Rabbi Yosi said: when the
Holy Temple stood, a person

YN D 12707 BIPB3 12 193 BTIR DR 1NN YOy A% 9551 1T 17AP3 132D 3pn

would bring a sacrifice and would be foregiven. Now a person’s prayer leads to forgiveness
in place of a sacrifice.

AN .DDWND PNIBD PRIP DILNDT 7D .DNITIE D AN 15 93N 97 0TI AN 12T NN
We may also explain our text as follows. As thorns are scattered among the lilies, so does
PR DRIOT RSMDN DI T DO DITRD MDY 20731 N1 N3 TR

the Holy One, blessed be He, permit in His world the wicked to be found among the
righteous, for, as without the thorns the lilies could not exist,

M2 TN 20 ADNT DM DIPYTIRA PN DN NOMHON T2 pRvpnn DI

so would the righteous go unrecognized in the world were it not for the wicked, as R.
Judah said: “How

SAN 270700 DPYTRA N DY NOMONT DY B TNR D2 DPYTIEA

are the righteous recognized? By contrast with the wicked. If it were not for the one, the
other would not be known.”

DO MR T27 0717 AW DOYART DR B MY 20T DN AT
Another explanation is that God governs the world for the space of six (the lily, shoshana,
has six, shesh, leaves) years (millenniums), and the seventh is the (Messianic) Sabbath of the
Lord. Another explanation for the word: lillies;

TITN2 DY DMIND

Those who study Torah.
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