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WHY DID 9711 COMPOSE 7137233 13272 137 M2aR N1 13995N

In last week’s newsletter, we dated the composition of the paragraph: =51 1758
PWORIAM 19723 11972 1P MAN to the period after TN MM and before 37 77D
NI DAY, We did not address the question: why at that point in history? If in fact there
had been few B°3713 in 223 for a thousand years, what occurred in the seventh or eighth
centuty to spur rabbinic leaders in 233 to compose a paragraph that included 23712 1272

in @R NAMM?2 Perhaps Zvi Pressler in his introduction to the Mo Tmabn (Ketuvim
Publishers, 2006) provides an answer:

page XIX- The process of moving the halakhic hegemony from the Land of Israel,
culminating in the acceptance of Babylonian authority, occurred during the first centuries
tollowing the closing of the two Talmuds. Until the end of the amoraic period, as well as
at the beginning of that of the saboraim, it was accepted that Eretz Yisroel alone was the
source for determining halakha, from which one was not to deviate. The change in attitude
towards the status of the Land of Israel and the transfer of hegemony from the Land of
Israel to Babylonia took place during the height of the saboraic period and thereafter
during the Geonic period.

page XXI-R. Yehudai Gaon, one of the great Babylonian Gaonim, acted to impose the
Babylonian Talmud and the practices of Babylonian yeshivot upon all the Jewish people in
all its diasporas, and even demanded that the Jews of Eretz Yisroel who maintained the
Palestinian tradition, accept upon themselves the traditions of Babylonia. He thought that
many of the customs of Eretz Yisroel in his day were “apostate customs” because, in his
opinion, the edicts of apostatsy imposed by the Byzantine rulers upon the Jews of the Land
of Israel caused them to forget the Torah and to accept customs and ways of life which
were not based on tradition.

At that point in history, Babylonian Jewry still depended on the Jews of SNET N

for @372 N272. Rabbinic leaders in Babylonia needed to sever this last tie. They did so

by creating a substitute, the paragraph: NPT D722 13272 13°M1AN F1-581 1197-5N.
If we review carefully the sources we have already studied, we will find that the seeds for
creating such a substitute were already sown within the 5323 b,

Let us begin by comparing the approach of the two Talmuds to the issue of a city or a N'3
ND1JM that consists only of R%J72:
N R NN NN %27 NAR 2-=T"7/ 7T M2 1 /7 7 P75 MO73 R=plrantinilobly
orrND 182 ]-‘I’HN5 =R~k b JID2 NN PNYII 237D AR 0y RS
RoliaiphRnkivate BYstah N intininh i shitil o) Bniphijaln )y DARG ,mmaaR DrmNG BnTaw
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2152 NDIDT NP2 ONDBY TR NN MR- /1Y '[S 7 D Noon 923 Twbn
ST AR DN (RTT T R 219972 005 19170 1 191 ,00amD

The Jews in bNa "IN believed that the B°372 N272 that they recited fulfilled the
obligation to recite R°3712 N7 for all Jews around the world. The Jews in P! disagreed.
They believed that the R%372 N272 that was recited only fulfilled the obligation to recite
R°172 N272 for those who lived nearby. It appears that at first the Jews in baa accepted
the ruling in the %¥17* 71150 and depended on the Jews in 2N "N for D272
0°3713. Once Rabbinic leaders in 233 decided to exert halakhic hegemony, they needed to
sever this last dependency on the Jews in P I"N. So they created a substitute by
composing the paragraph of: MPP2MAM 12372 11972 12°MIAN TTH—RY 1371-5N.

The two versions of the following ¥ also support our position:
N NP3 12187 PRR 3N Y Q77 P8 A2 12D bty TN
NDY NP 3w DI NP1 PPRAT DY MR D30 NP1 A0 FPn 030
MW AP 7T DD L EINNN KDY 1D KD NIBRY T @Y 093D NON2 -2 .03
PR FIDY 77 9B NP 171D 92 N2 7 ;0mINNM NP MINTPI RS D373 NN )
FINYPD M3 KD 13003 19735 19730 113 7R 2Nmpn

FYD D3NN NP NP 1IN YD I/ Y 113 57 1900 non 0523 mbn
N9M2.230m RS NP 3@ 23N NP PERAT phivRaivgiali=bulntel NP3 N
1°9P3 %372 N2N2—'2 /1Y A2 AT .NRA21 RN N5 PPRAPI = NADRY T YD 002
AP (11 93722) 290207 DI 2NYB SRD RIaNn N5
Rabbinic leaders in N2 "IN were trying to exert halakhic hegemony by asserting that
only a 713 could recite the RPIDD in B°372 N27J. They issued this ruling knowing full
well that in doing so they were eliminating the possibility that Rabbinic leaders in 532
could create a substitute for 8372 N2723. Not wanting to leave themselves in a position
where they could never break their dependency on DN "N, Rabbinic leaders in baa
interpreted the @208 in a manner that left open the door to creating a substitute for
mihiginliginigin)

Although Babylonia ceased to be the center of Jewish learning in the eleventh century, the
532 5N never lost ts place as the authoritative source for halakha. That does not

minimize the fact that in studying a N*JD in ¥5233 71151 much can be gained by
comparing it to the approach taken by MSENT TN,

59519 58970 113 Sops Apes 7055
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SUPPLEMENT
THE /7993 FOR 92107 /7750

We find the following difference in practice between Ptk PN 273D and 523 3
concerning VAT N7OD0:
;19902 NON I 1PIDID 1IN MM NI 129D 31 AN 13 103 09O N9D
1295237 012 DR 1IN 01
This means that in 2N "IN 1731, you recite the M2392 on AW MDD whether you

count at night or in the day. 5233 aman represents our practice, to make a 1372 only when
counting at night.

The difference of opinion is based on two NI which appear to contradict each other:
PN F19am ANYDS s 019 50 A —a Ay /2 57 119 naDm 0ha3 Tbn
NTNDY, DD NN PEDIMDY P EDMAN NPEN5Y , 255 NS Aoy Ny PNt 55

;PR eph e, menunk e A0k ,2yeam 21 TNt e
12091 53 .pmenn Anneh ,m2apm NS ,mmID AN IR %307, on
8111 90 9w — ora ImEne 1275557 11.2MaN 20257 BEaSY T NEpS s
12951 55 7w — 1952 st 12

NS 5aN 2000w RS DA PARD INR-N TINY XY 57 MR noon 0523 Tnbn
SN0 .0 I KDY, DM PIRN ROE PRI DOM 803 1IN T ORIN W)
IN B b NI RO TV DMNNE 113 20N T N ;nrab BroRn nmed
12 21002 039 5N M2 03DH MY DM 1R .2hE NI AN DYON IR
N2 NRD ,m00m 11 N2D I NI’ 2NN Pt DAN MDD [RIN Y ND 2T
SE03 952 ek N 22y NY2Y — R KD 5T 1 N2D N DAY 11 N2 —
JI2RT DN T s — Bl

A NAYOD is tied to the time when the grain was cut. The N72) explains:
IN TN 20D, N IPHN 13 YRR 137N TNAY 1D 57 MM Naon 0523 Tbn
DIRM DY APAW (27 NIDE) NN TAN 21001, M DaNN DY N (71 2127)
R 123185 9130 AR BN 1 YA A95IRD D130 NN R R 27800 N7 ,1208N
7DD TR CIAINT NN MRS 5120 — 11DDN .. DINIT DI (73 NIPN) LT I8
SN wnan A o8 905 DA o3 wnan bama (e 1 292T) i Tinn
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512Y ,0ON°2T 01 N .DINYIM DI 570 28020 IR NN DD P 912 ,ED5
PN BN TN DN MINAR YA (372 RIDM) (970 28172 N2 MEDN MED
MDD NN NP 5127 .37p2 Mt DrNn TN 1812 2MIB0n MNaR paw NI
012 N2 19952 B0 MNP 2700 NI ,RONAM B 127N 2Avha

The *15217° 1% does not follow the M3 in [ NODM because the ML in
M998 NODM expresses the opinion of one individual, YA 12 YN 127
P90 A A5 5 =1 35T 20 3 AT 2 PID 1190 NoDk aben TIndn
AR5 HAm! AN NPBE 03 MPD 29T N PR M3 VIR 1397 13 N
o0 Hrn

It is important to pay close attention to the following words found in the Y533 TIbn:
Y220 MN2Y YIW (272 NIPN) 571 20193 NI3% IDDN MNP 5990 ,OONY2F YA ON
2Ryan PN 5PN TPNY 712 2720 MDY YAW NI NN NN, A0

The N922J concludes that counting does not depend on the actual moment when cutting

took place. Counting depends on when cutting can take place. The N1 goes a step
further and creates an overriding rule, that we must have MY2%20 MPN2W PaW. A
CD-ROM search for the word NI in the 981 TN finds that there is no parallel

N2 in the P87 TN, Tn SN 1IN 3731, 5711 took into considertaion the fact
that the actual cutting might not have taken place at night but may have occurred the next
morning. As a result, the 273 may be recited when counting V27 N0 both at night

or during the day. Itis clear that 51 in DN "IN, did not feel that their conduct was
governed by the word: M2,

That it might be difficult to find crops to reap for the 2V and it may be found in an area
that was not close to 2927 is confirmed by the ¥ in MM N2DL:
290 19°2 NP ;21750 11 N2 MY MIRn—a AR Y PND NI NoDn M
1Y NYPIM DA TN PEYIR MM NI PN 0P 530 MmN 0oNean ohenah
S0

Commentators tell us that the Romans wanted to interfere with Jewish practices. They
knew that the Jews depended on UMY N in order to eat from the new crops (&7M).
The Romans therefore started a proram by which they destroyed the new crops in order to
frustrate the bringing of the MY MM,
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A NAYOD may therefore be another area where the two Talmuds jostled for halakhic
hegemony and chose to interpret or not interpret verses to suit their positions. The T
like @%3772 N2M2 was an activity that did not take place in Babylonia. As a result, the W
was another area in which 9”11 in 932 were dependent on actions that took place in "IN
DNAP. In order for 9”1 to exert Halkhic hegemony and to be independent from "IN

P A they needed to find a basis for their ruling that was not dependent on the 0.
They found that basis in the word: NY2%AN. As a result, we cannot say that 911 in 922
ruled in accordance with a 7'M NYT and against the ML in MM, Instead they divorced
the rules of VA NTOD from M'YP and based their ruling on the word: MYAN. All

this was done in order to separate themselves from what was going on in PRI N,

There was one further reason for 2”1 in 933 to rule in this manner. Professor Motrdechai

Margulies in his PHD Dissertation at Hebrew University (1938) entitled: The Differences
Between Babylonian and Palestinian Jews, points to the fact that the Karaites were a strong

threat to traditional Judaism at the time of the Gaonim. If 911 in 923 followed 3731
DN "N, they would be following a position that was advocated by the Karaites.
Coincidentally, the forerunners of the Karaites, the B2 and the B'DY1°2, had
advocated that the words: NA¥T NAMN found in connection with YT D50
represented the day after DA%, Sunday. In other words, according to the interpretation of
the the R217Y and the QDIWN'2, WA NTOD needed to begin on the first Saturday night
after the first day of IDD. We see in the M3&M0 that 9711 did not hesitate to admit that
some of the practices that concerned the bringing of the 2 were performed as a
denunciation of this position of the R'P1TY and the D'DYN°2
20 DY 27D DINEY 1T 002 YIRW DAY P TR~ A POD MM N2Dn mIen
DWS MIDMDT MNP 5 MRS M3 KRR 13 PPID 933P0 MDD IMN D
1T DYVNMN PHPT NI O TN AW 1193 2171 POY N8P N 70 owh MmD1ann
W ADP T RMIN N AP P DN i PIDNINY pRin 1T DYIN BT N2
DOODIN QT MEPN 17 DN T NI T RN T N oM N Nawa 1 DN
1T 115 DN B 93T 927 52 DY Dps FwOw 8P 0 2N o e P b
1201 11 INED UMV DTS PN DNNMN 1R DD 230 b 2 B 1

It is interesting to note that when we recite 27 N0 in the NDI2 N’ on the second
night of MDA, we are doing so before the time that the 9 was traditionally cut. That fact
plays a large role in whether you use the words: 1”2” or MP"Y” in your 171780 count

as you can see below:
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MID 1777 99272 DaN 113 10 — MY AN O OPA-3 DD BN 12D DY AN Y
13030 TN D13 NTT I 1193 NP RN 77252 D oW (01 7 NYaAny DD
273 0T DYNFIN D21 170 2192 A’ INTDY RN DT A 1ana v Ny 9 nbmna
IV ¥ D93 MM TN D NN DR IR DD IND NPT B 1IBRT Y
PRI 5Y DS NVRT I me DY D1 0N KD I DA 3T 20w 5 10T
DY M7 PN Y010 INDTA 5 ek DN b NS TIN2 prwn N
21T NN

ORI Y DN D 1Y B3 NI 0D 10 23010 3! 17T W IS I 99D
DN OY Y MDD BB 211 01 NN M5 NBEION 19 AT 505 15

,2% ARE? T3P 11255 D23 729377 211 O D1 11ErT uwD1a MNATR N
W 5300 DTN AN 1AM 0D, MNP NI PHN DI AP NI N TN 13N
SP3ITT 1 172D DY 71 0 MDD YD 13 N N LR I O 03t 1een D
ST O 0370 PIF PR32 7N 1T 50 90,110 115 @ oY 731 70 13 N PN
OA2M SN 13705 P2am5 15 e DU N2 NNIWA NP AN oS Rl KD 10 5,
Dy b

It would appear that the choice of reciting MW”3” or WDW"‘?” depends heavily on whether
you connect the timing of VT NOD to AN or to MMM,
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