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2112 N293 IN THE DIASPORA

Itis a &Y NN for BIM2 to recite 2% NI72 each day:
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In the Diaspora it is the practice that 2% do not recite R%3723 N2723 each day. Why?
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Is that practice universal?
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Is there a requirement that 8372 undergo 12921 before performing QY92 NN ?
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Why is it our practice that R%372 do not recite B°3723 N2373 on NAY but they do so on
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The P& FBM provides a reason why 2% do not perform Q%372 N292 each day that
demands further research:
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Rabbi Shem Tov Gaugine in his book: 2 ¥ TN quotes from the book: 3PY? DN
(WLMMDLL 3PV 277) as to the source for the custom in Amsterdam to perform N2723
2%372 each NAY:
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

AYw MY MMM 99D-The Mitzvah for the Kohanim to bless the people is a requirement each day as
it is written: (Bamidbar 6, 23) So you shall bless the Bnei Yisroel and say to them.

YR 1D D22 NNEA 1257 N 79D-The Gadol HaDor Rav Molin was asked: why do the

Kohanim not recite Birchat Kohanim each day given the fact that it is a positive commandment to do
so each day. He answered that it was the custom of the Kohanim to go to the Mikveh before
performing Birchat Kohanim as it is written in Ha’Gahot (Notes to) the Rambam. To do so each day
would be difficult because of the winter months. As a result the practice became to do so only on
Yom Tovim. In addition, to do so each day would take away from work time. The reason that it is
not a problem is that if the Kohanim are not summoned to perform Birchat Kohanim, they have no
obligation to do so.

TV 20D 77T T MIN [P 1D 21 AN ADY N°2-The Igoor wrote: Rav Molin was asked: why do
the Kohanim not recite Birchat Kohanim each day given the fact that it is a positive commandment to
do so each day. He answered that it was the custom of the Kohanim to go to the Mikveh before
performing Birchat Kohanim as it is written in Ha’Gahot (Notes to) the Rambam. To do so each day
would be difficult because of the winter months. As a result the practice became to do so only on
Yom Tovim. In addition, to do so each day would take away from work time. The reason that it is
not a problem is that if the Kohanim are not summoned to perform Birchat Kohanim, they have no
obligation to do so. Rav Molin was trying to justify the practice in his hometown but he failed to state
a satisfactory basis for the practice. His reasoning that the Kohanim had the practice of going to the
Mikveh before performing Birchat Kohanim is an argument that a strict practice can lead to a lenient
ruling. He was relying on a rule that is not found in the Oral Law since the Gemara does not mention
a requirement that Kohanim have to go to the Mikveh before performing Birchat Kohanim. Being
strict by requiring Kohanim to go to the Mikveh, is no basis for eliminating a Mitzvah that consists of
three positive commandments. It is true that a Kohain is not required to perform Birchat Kohanim
unless he is summoned, but is it not better that he fulfill three positive commandments rather than
worrying about going to the Mikveh which is not a requirement. Yasher Koach to those who live in
Eretz Yisroel and in Egypt who perform Birchat Kohanim each day and are not concerned about
going to the Mikveh.

N Y e 87 AL NoDn %533 TIM5N-Rabbi Joshua ben Levi also said: Any Kohen who has not

washed his hands may not lift them up to pronounce the benediction; as it is said: Lift up your hands
in holiness and bless You the Lord. His disciples asked Rabbi Eleazar ben Shammua, ‘How have you
prolonged your life?” He replied: ‘Never have I made use of a Synagogue as a short cut, nor stepped
over the heads of the holy people, nor lifted up my hands to bless the people as a Kohen without first
uttering a benediction.” What benediction did he utter? — Rabbi Zera said in the name of Rabbi
Hisda: ‘Blessed are You, O Lord our G-d, King of the Universe, Who has commanded us with the
sanctity of Aaron and has commanded us to bless Your people Israel in love’. When the priest moves
his feet to ascend the platform what does he say? — ‘May it be pleasing before You, O Lord our G-d,
that this benediction wherewith You have commanded us to bless Your people Israel may be free
from stumbling and iniquity.” When the Kohen turns his face from the Congregation to the ark after
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pronouncing the benediction what does he say? Rabbi Hisda led Rabbi Ukba forward and the latter
explained that he says:‘Lord of the Universe, we have performed what You have decreed upon us;
tulfill with us what You have promised us; Look down from Your holy habitation, from heaven etc

1957 10 P1D DY NN 11950 Mk B7am-What is an example of imputity of the hands? A

Kohen who has not washed his hands should not Bless the people but must first wash his hands up to
his wrist in the same way that his hands are washed to perform the service and then he makes the
Blessing as it is written: lift your hands in holiness and bless G-d.

T AYID AR 1D DA AN Y Iﬂ\ﬁW—It is the practice in these lands that Kohanim do not

Bless the people except on Yom Tovim because on those days the people are immersed in the
happiness of the holiday. Itis when the people are feeling good that the Kohanim bless the people.
This is not the way they feel on other days even on Shabbat. Even on Shabbat they are distracted by
thoughts concerning their well being and the loss of work. Even on Yom Tov they bless the people
only in Tephilat Mussaf. It is after Tephilat Mussaf that they leave synagogue feeling joyous about
celebrating Yom Tov. In any prayer of Schacharis or Mussaf (i.e. Rosh Chodesh) in which the
Kohanim do not bless the people the Prayer Leader recites: Elokeinu V’Elokei Avoseinu. On Yom
Kippur the Kohanim Bless the people as on Yom Tov and there are places that the Kohanim Bless
the people in Tephilas Ne’Eilah and other places where the Kohanim bless the people in Tephilas
Schacharis.

[2D2 NN 12211-0%3°T7 I8IN-But in the Diaspora the Kohanim perform Birchat Kohanim only on
Yom Tov because on Yom Tov we are immersed in happiness and good feelings and it is the
appropriate mood to be blessed. We do not feel the same on other days even on Shabbat when we
are overwhelmed with concerns about our physical well being and financial well being. This is
reflected in an Aggadatah in Talmud Yerushalmi: Since the Beit Hamikdash was destroyed there is no
day when there is no curse upon us and it is written (Tehillim 7): A G-d who feels indignation every
day. As a result what was discontinued? Rav Avin in the name of Rav Ami said: The recitation of
Birchat Kohanim was discontinued. The curses will be changed to blessings. When? On holidays
which are days of judgment as the Mishna says: four times a year the world is judged.

'BIP 1D A ABD-There are those who wrote that Birchat Kohanim is not recited each day in the

Diaspora because of the presence of non-Jews. There are places where it is felt that it is inappropriate
to recite Birchat Kohanim in the presence of non-Jews.

2 D¥ AN3-Your asked about our practice of reciting Birchat Kohanim each Shabbat which was
based on a mistaken belief that Shabtai Tzvi was the Moschiach. It was the rule that Birchat Kohanim
was recited on Yom Tov because on Yom Tov everyone is joyous. The Shabtai Tzvi movement
caused great joy with many believing that the Moschiach was coming. In response they began the
practice of reciting Birchat Kohanim each Shabbat. Once the Shabtai Tzvi movement was
discredited, our sages debated whether to discontinue the practice of reciting Birchat Kohanim on
Shabbat and to return to the prior practice. One side wanted to discontinue the practice on the
Shabbat that followed the arrival of the news that Shabtai Tzvi had converted to Islam. Others felt
that it was inappropriate to discontinue performing a positive commandment from the Torah. The
decision was made by Rabbi Jacob Sasportas that the practice to recite Birchat Kohanim on Shabbat
should continue.
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