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INTRODUCTION TO AMN[ NNYAP

AT DNAP presents a challenging subject. Here are a few of the issues:

1. Is TINA NNOP a RAMINTD BN or 2 132770 MBA?

2. Who instituted the practice to perform TN NN on Mondays and Thursdays;
13°27 72D or UDDT NP

3. What is the definition of the M¥M of AN NNAP? Is it a form of MMM T113%5 or
is it something else?
4, Why is 707 NN split into ANoY?

Two forms of MMM MNP are indisputably RAMTINTD ANVD; ie z?;'lpﬂ and 2T NYAD:
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Concerning whether AN NP is a NAMTINTD MIVD, we find the following:
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The following represents a possible source for holding that M7 ANYAP on DAY and BY
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Some hold that the DIDD: DR 733 BN 9= P NN WA 737 is only an NNIMON
(hint) while others hold that it does make TMNAT ANYAD on N2 and 2 DY a NAMTINT:
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'?ﬂpﬂ MBD—2%70 M NI AT 90D-We were commanded that all of the Jewish people

should congregate, men, women and children, at the end of the Shmitta year on the second
day of the holiday of Succos in order to read to them a little of the Book of Devarim
beginning with the words: Aileh Ha’Divarim. Concerning this mitzvah the Torah says:
(Devarim 31, 12) Bring together the nation, men, women and children etc. This is the mitzvah
of Ha’K’Hail that is referred to in the Talmud Kiddushin (34, 1) as follows: even though
Ha’K’Hail is a mitzvah that is time dependent, women are obligated to fulfill it. The Talmud
explains that there are exceptions to rules. In other words, in truth women are obligated in
this mitzvah.

At the heart of this mitzvah lies the fact that the essence of the Jewish people is its connection
to the Torah. It is with this that the Jewish people are distinguished from all other people and
nations. Itis because of the Torah that the Jewish people were promised an eternal existence
that is above what any other nation possesses. Because the Torah represents the essence of
the Jewish people, it is appropriate that all the Jewish people congregate at one time on one of
the holidays to hear the words of the Torah. Let a voice sound out among the people, men
women and children asking what is the cause of this great coming together? The answer to be
given is that it is to hear words of Torah which is our essence, our honor and our glory.
Through this, all will speak praise of the Torah, of its great value. All will make a commitment
in their hearts to abide by it. By making that commitment, they will come to know G-d, will
merit positively and G-d will be happy in what they are doing. This is clearly expressed when
the Torah uses these words to describe this mitzvah: in order that they study Torah and come
to fear G-d.

1915 1INBRIY 7T 30 D AN 9BD-We were commanded to remember what Amalek

did to the Jewish people when it started to fight with them upon their exiting from Egypt.
They became the first nation to challenge the Jewish people as it is written: (Bamidbar 24, 20)
Amalek is the first nation. The Targum explains: Amalek was the first nation to wage war
against the Jewish people. All other nations were in fear of the Jewish people because they
heard of the great hand that G-d extended against the Egyptians. The Amalek people with an
evil heart and evil intention paid no attention to what was being said among the nations and
waged war against the Jews By doing so Amalek caused the other nations to lose their fear of
the Jewish people. This is what was meant in the parable that our Sages told in Midrash
Tanchuma of a kettle of boiling water that no person would step into. Then one man came
along and jumped into the kettle. Even though he was hurt, he made the water a bit cooler for
all the others. In order to remember this incident the Torah tells us: (Devarim 25, 17)
Remember all that Amalek did to you on the road upon your exit from Egypt.

We do not know when the remembering in the heart and by word needs to take place, whether
at a set time or on a set day similar to the way we were commanded to remember the exodus
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from Egypt each day and each night. That remembering is an essential part of our belief as we
explained in many other places in my book. However the reason to remember Amalek is so
that we should not forget the hate in our hearts. It is enough for us to remember that once a
year or twice or three times. In all Jewish communities the custom is to read the section
involving Amalek at least once if not twice or three times a year. And so the mitzvah is
tulfilled in that way. Perhaps we can say that the custom to read Parsha Zachor on Shabbat
Zachor is from the Torah and because of this mitzvah, they instituted the custom. It is always
the Shabbat before Purim. It is further the rule to read the Parsha of Amalek on Purim itself.
Because Haman the evil one was a descendant of Amalek, the Parsha of Amalek fits the theme
of the holiday of Purim. The theme of Amalek is read on Parshas Zachor and on Purim in
order to demonstrate that it was the practice to read Parshas Zachor even before the miracle
of Purim. They then instituted the practice to read the Parsha close to Purim.

2'82Y M AT M998 NoDH NIODIN-Rashi explained that it is acceptable to read from the Torah

in any language. This is difficult because reading from the Torah is not a mitzvah from the
Torah but is a Rabbinical Mitzvah. The exception to that rule is the reading of Parshas Zachor
which is a Biblical decree. It appears that this is the proper explanation: any reading which is
taken from the Torah such as the Mitzvah of Chalitza, the rule of Egla Arufa, Viduy Maaser
and Bikurim and all those matters that are listed in the chapter of Eilu Ne’Emarim in
Maseches Sotah (32) can be read in any language.

NT/ R I 1Y 7T 91D 119030 Noo! abenn TS n-Moshe Rabbenu started the practice
that the Torah should be read on Shabbat, Yom Tov, Rosh Chodesh and Chol Ha’Moed as it
is written: Va’Yidaber Moshe Es Moadei Hashem El Bnei Yisroel. Ezra established the
practice that the Torah be read on Mondays and Thursdays and at Mincha on Shabbat.

NAYYN2 QI 77T AP 12D (ML) 1”72 0" -So too in the Teshuvos of the Maharil, he wrote

in section 127. This is what he wrote: our Rabbis permitted a minor to read the Parsha of
Mussaf. This is based on the Gemara that says that all can be called to read the seven aliyos on
Shabbat even a minor. But my heart is a little uncertain as to whether a minor may read
Parshas Zachor; that is what the Maharil wrote. This concerns a2 minor who is unsure as to
why we make a Bracha. The Maharil wrote that our Sages permitted him to read Parshas
Zachor. That is what the Mordechai wrote according to my interpretation of his words:
certainly, a minor can read the Mussaf portion. He meant to say even if the minor is unsure as
to why we make a Bracha. That is why the Maharil wrote that his heart was uncertain
concerning Parshas Zachor because certainly the requirement to read Parshas Zachor is a
Biblical requirement and a minor cannot fulfill the obligation of others through his reading if
he is unsure as to why we make a Bracha. However if the minor knows why we make a
Bracha he is no worse than a minor who is called to be one of the seven aliyos which is also a
Biblical requirement based on the verse: Va’Yidaber Moshe Es Moadei Hashem El Bnei
Yisroel. From this verse we learn that the practice of reading the Torah on holidays was
established by Moshe Rabbeinu.
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