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DID ECONOMICS PLAY A ROLE IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
dxezd z`ixw ON MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS

We know that the performance of  dxezd z`ixw on Mondays and Thursdays was
established in the era of xteqd `xfr.  We know that Mondays and Thursdays were market
days and court days at that time. We know that Mondays and Thursdays were considered
oevx zr.  What we have not analyzed is the order in which these practices were instituted.
Were Mondays and Thursdays  already market and court days when the practice of z`ixw
dxezd was instituted or were market days and court days established on Mondays and
Thursdays only after dxezd z`ixw was taking place on those days?  The answer may lie in
tracing the development of synagogues.  

The Ancient Synagogue, Lee I. Levine; Yale University Press, 2000, page 1:

In the Hellenistic and early Roman periods, the term “synagogue” was used to refer to the
community as well as its central building . . . In the early stages, it is entirely possible that some
communities met on premises other than a “synagogue” building or called their central
institution by another name.  By the second century C.E., however, “synagogue” had become a
universal term for the building in which communal activities were held.

Page 27-Let us turn for a moment to the first century C.E. synagogue.  In the following
chapters we will discuss the characteristic features of the Second Temple synagogue in detail.
Suffice it to say for our present purposes that both the synagogue and the proseuche of this
period were first and foremost communal institutions where the gamut of activities of any
Jewish community found expression.  As documented in contemporary sources, the building
might have been used as a courtroom, school, or hostel, or for political meetings, social
gatherings, keeping charity funds, slave manumissions, meals (sacred or otherwise) and of
course, religious-liturgical functions.

On the assumption, then, that the first-century synagogue served as a center for a variety of
communal as well as religious functions and activities, we now are in a position to look for the
framework which served the same (or similar) purpose in earlier centuries.  When seen in this
light, it becomes clear that the setting for most, if not all, of these activities in previous eras
was the city-gate, the main communal setting in cities and towns in the First Temple period. 

The city-gate as the focal point of communal activity is well attested in biblical and non-biblical
literature.  It served as a marketplace (II Kings 7:1), as well as a setting where a ruler would
hold court and where prophets would speak (I Kings 22:10, Jer. 38:7).

Gathering in the Synagogues on Festivals, Sabbaths and Weekdays a paper presented by Professor Shmuel
Safrai:
The first and primary element in divine worship in the synagogue in ancient times was not
prayer, but the reading of the Torah. This fact is revealed clearly in the various sources both 
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from the time of the Second Temple and afterwards. It can be demonstrated from both early
and late Talmudic sources, from the evidence in the New Testament – in the Gospels and the
Acts of the Apostles – from the writing of Philo and Josephus, and from epigraphic evidence.

An Ancient Economic History: From the Palaeolithic Age to the Migrations of the Germanic, Slavic and
Arabic Nations Vol. 1 by Fritz M. Heichelheim, Joyce Stevens; A.W. Sijthoff, 1957 p. 248:

Regular market days developed in Greece and Italy during the 7th and 6th centuries B.C. at the
latest. Originally markets were held, as we have seen already, in the agora, a free place destined
for political gatherings and religious festivals of the polis by ancient traditions. The Odyssey
already describes, for the agora of the Phaeacians, economic and non-economic use in a
probably late passage. Markets were of course most frequent in coastal towns and were often
connected with some temple, the god of which was to guarantee the peace during market
gatherings. 

Markets developed in l`xyi ux` and were operating at the time of Ezra.  The markets
were held on Mondays and Thursdays at the city gates.  Why on Mondays and Thursdays?
Because at  the time of Ezra, like today, a Jew’s week was built around zay.  Food that
was needed for zay was purchased on Thursdays.  The food lasted until Monday when it
became necessary to buy fresh food.  Like their counterparts in Greece, Jewish merchants
wanted a religious function to take place at their marketplaces so that the  mler ly epeax
would bring success to their efforts and would protect them from their enemies.  That
desire may have spurred `xfr to institute a dpwz that dxezd z`ixw be performed on
market days in the marketplace hoping that such activity would be favorably viewed by the
mler ly epeax as the Jewish people re-living ipiq xd cnrn.  Because  dxezd z`ixw was
seen as finding favor in G-d’s eyes, those days became known as oevx zr.  We need look
no further than the opening dpyn of dlibn zkqn to find another example of a religious
practice involving d`ixw being determined by economic factors.  

,xyr mipya ,xyr cg`a z`xwp dlibn .dpyn-'` 'nr 'a sc dlibn zkqn ilaa cenlz
dneg oitwend oikxk .xzei `le zegt `l ,xyr dynga ,xyr drax`a ,xyr dylya

`l` ,xyr drax`a oixew zelecb zexiire mixtk ,xyr dynga oixew oep oa ryedi zenin
zexiire mixtk ,ipya xyr drax` zeidl lg ?cvik .dqipkd meil oinicwn mixtkdy

mixtk ziriaxa e` iyilya zeidl lg .xgnl dneg zetwene ,meia ea oixew zelecb
zeidl lg .xgnl dneg zetwene ,meia ea oixew zelecb zexiire ,dqipkd meil oinicwn

,zay axr zeidl lg .xgnl dneg zetwene .meia ea oixew zelecb zexiire mixtk ziyinga
zeidl lg .meia ea oixew dneg zetwene zelecb zexiire ,dqipkd meil oinicwn mixtk
lg .xgnl dneg zetwene ,dqipkd meil oixewe oinicwn zelecb zexiire mixtk ,zaya

zetwene ,meia ea oixew zelecb zexiire ,dqipkd meil oinicwn mixtk ,zayd xg` zeidl
 .xgnl dneg
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SUPPLEMENT

An Example of A Chronological Issue in Rabbinic Literature
In the newsletter, we observed that placing events into chronological order can be a useful
tool in understanding some of our practices.  Questions concerning the chronology of
events are rarely seen in Rabbinic literature.  An exception to that rule is the question that.
mipey`x raise concerning the dpyn that we cited in the newsletter: xteqd `xfr lived
almost one hundred years after the time when the mixet story took place.  How could the
dpyn set parameters concerning reading xzq` zlibn that involve dqipkd mei, when it
was xteqd `xfr who instituted the activities that become known as dqipkd mei and did so
100 years after the mixet story took place?  Based on the chronological order that we set in
the newsletter; i.e. the markets that were held on Mondays and Thursdays developed first
and then dxezd z`ixw was instituted, there is no difficulty. l"fg set up a reading schedule
that followed the market days that were already in place at the time of the mixet story.
That happens to be the part of the answer given by the `"ayx below:

mei owiz `xfr `lde :l`ppg epiax dywd-fz oniq (miyecigd wlg) z"xl xyid xtq
dlry xg`l did dyrn df .iyingae ipya dxeza oixewe oiayei oipic iza ediy dqipkd

inwinc dzil `d .'tqez .wilq `l `xfr izk` dlibnd dazkpyke ,dlebd on `xfr
'x xne`e .yeixcl oizxz zpy cr `pdl` zia zciar zlihac `l` `xfr wilq yexyg`
df `xfr 'ixn`e .`nlra `zlin iielb `l` epi` inlyexi cenlza uxzne dywnc i`nc

uxzne .dqipkd meil oinicwn ikcxn oiwz ikid dqipk `kilc oeike .'tqez .ik`ln
lr ediipniq oipiwzn xzq`e ikcxn ike ikd iqxbe .uxzne dywn l`xyi ux`ay cenlzay

i`xw 'elk .`xwnd lr dknq dpynd z` xciqy in `pn 'x xn` ?owzl cizr `xfry dn
.`nlra `znkq`

'ipzn `dc dlr 'nba 'ixn`c i`n il dinze-` cenr a sc dlibn zkqn `"ayxd iyecig 
`nrh `nl` oikxkay mdig`l oefne min oiwtqny iptn `pwiq`e `nrh i`n ol `irai`c

,`id oefne min wetqa my oiqpkpy `l` `ed dxezd z`ixwl e` oicl oiqpkpc meyn e`l
la` cala micixyd `l` my oiqpkp eid `l cal dxezd z`ixw zngn el`y xn`p ile`e
qpkil oipeekne my oitq`zn mlek oikxkay mdig`l xeknl mdizepefn `iadl mdl yiyk

oi`ya ok 'it`e mixg`l wtql z`vei dpi`y dlecb xir `dc jl rcze  .dxezd z`ixw meia
 oitq`zn mlk mei eze`ay iptn dqipkd mei zncwdl xtkk zpecp oiplha dxyr da
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dknq dpynd z` xcqy in `phqei 'xl dpen 'x aiydy dne ,dxezd z`ixw zngn dxezl
xeegn epi`e ,`nlra `zknq` i`xw xnelk `xwnd lr dknq xyid xtqa 'it `xwnd lr
zqpk iyp` k"r `dc oizrnya 'ixn` daxc`c oixnbk `lc ixnbl `iz` k"`c llk ipira
epnn lecb k"` `l` exag c"a ixac lhal leki c"a oi`c 'ixn` ,`d `l i`c oiwz dlecbd

leki c"a oi` i`axrnl iywiz ocic` `da `bilt `axrn ipac 'nb i`e ,oipnae dnkga
`xfr cizry dn lr xzq`e ikcxn ipwzn in izk` ocicl iywize ,exiag c"a ixac lhal

.my eywdy enk owzl

lwpy exn` md `l` llk dqipkd mei exikfd `l dlecbd zqpk iyp` xnelk 'it l"p `l`
`ly ick minei e` mei micwdl evxe oefne min wtql zexiira miqpkp m`y mixtk iyp`l

zexiir ipa d"de ,enicwi meid zcerqe mixet zgnyn elhazie mixra qpkil c"i meia egxhi
mz`ixw micwdl mdl elwd jkitl mei lka oitq`zn oi`y itl oiplha dxyr mdl oi`y

oze`ay itl ,dqipk meia `ly `py `le dqipk meia `py `l ,dcerq meia oiiept ediy ick
dpapy xg`l `l` dlr `l `xfrc `icda `xwa gkenck laan `xfr dlr `l oiicr minid

,('a 'b) d"x zkqn yixa inp `zi`cke yexeyg` oa yeixc zeklna did dfe ixnbl ziad
`xwn opiyxccke mini ipy micwdl zeyx mdl yiy dpynd inkg e`vny oeikn `l`

opiyxc inp oke ,wlgl xire xire dpicne dpicn xire xire dpicne dpicn dgtyne dgtyn
ipy dxeza oixew zeidl `xfr zpwz dpwzpy xg`l jkitl ,mixtkl dgtyne dgtyn

oi`e ,inlyexid 'it l"p jk ,dqipkd meil mlerl enicwiy exn`e `xwnd lr eknq iyinge
ok el`y ,micwdl epiwzdy dlecbd zqpk iyp` epiidc dpynd z` xcqy in yxtl d`xp

`xwnd lr dknq i`n cere ,dpwzd z` oiwzdy in `l` dpynd z` xcqy xninl l"ed `l
zeyrl ebdpy mewn iab migqta ebdpy mewn 'ta `peeb i`d ik inp 'iqxbc `de ,xn`wc

zeceb` eyrz `l eccebzz `l o`k ixw mzd 'iyw`c oiyer zevg cr migqt iaxra dk`ln
y`x ixd jixte 'eke d"a ixack oiyer el`e y"a ixack oiyer el`y drya wixte zeceb`

xn`wc `da xnelk ,ixep oa opgei 'xk lilbae `aiwr 'xk ebdp dcedia mixetkd meie dpyd
mr zeikln llek xn` ixep oa opgei 'xe rweze meid zyecw mr zeikln llek `aiwr 'x

xar m`y `id diipy wixte dpyd y`xc `xza 'ta `zi`ck rwez epi`e myd zyecw
e"ha oixew el`e c"ia oixew el` mixet ixde jixte ,`vi dcedik lilba lilbk dcedia dyre

,xire xire dpicne dpicn dgtyne dgtyn `xwnl dknq dpynd z` xcqy in l"`
dlecbd zqpk iyp` epiid xn`wc dpynd z` xcqy inc rnyn dxe`kl i`ce `zydc

rnync i`nc l"q dedc dil `iyw `w ik inp mzdc xnel il yi ,mixacd z` excqy
e"ha zexwl oi`yx opi` zexiire mixtk ipae c"ia zexwl oi`yx opi` mikxk ipac 'ipznn

exwil xqiax`a ira i` w"d `xwa aizkc e"h mei z`e c"i mei z` `l` dpwzd xwirn epi`
 ly epnf exn`e ikd oewzc `ed i`xza `l` ,'nba xninl inp iracke exwil xqinga ira i`
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zyrpc dil `iyw ikd meyne ,c"ia oikxk ipae e"ha zexiir ipa exq`e df ly epnf edf `l df

xzac i`pz ikd oewz ipewz e`lc dil xcd`e ,eccebzz `l o`k ixwe zexez izyk dxez
dlecbd zqpk iyp` oewz` oikd dpwz xwir `l` `zlin ol iywizc ikid ik dlecbd zqpk

e`vn `xwne ,oyeyk e"ha `giip edl ded ipde c"ia `giip edl `ied [ipdc] (ikd) meyne
oeike ,`xnba `zi`ck wlgl xire xire dpicne dpicn eyxce dpynd z` excqy in mdl
ikde `ilz `nrhac meyn `zlin `da ecen edlek `dc eccebzz `l meyn `kil oky

oicen zexiird ipae c"ia `l` zexwl mdl oi`y zexiird ipal ecen mikxkd ipae ,oewz`
`d ,zeceb` meyn `kil `peeb i`d ika jklide e"ha `l` zexwl mdl oi`y oikxkd ipal

dzidy xtey zriwze cg` mei dpicnae dray ycwna lhipy alell dnec xacd dnl
ozevn xwirc zeceb` meyn o`k oi`y cala xteya dpicnae zexvevgae xteya ycwna

.zewelg zerice zwelgn ly zeceb` o`k oi`e df xaca oicen oleke jka

,mixtkd ipa ly zencwdd z`ixwa mipey`xd daxd ehagzpc `d inp `vxzin `dae
el`y dqipkd on oivaewn maeya onewna `l` dqipk meia 'it` oixew oi`y 'ity in yic
yiwl yix dlr dil iyw`ck ,eccebzz `l meyn o`k yi ixd dpicna oixewy xne` ziid

oixen blt zg` xira cg` c"a oebk izni` `ax wixte zenaic w"t idliya opgei 'xl
od xira el` `kde `l zg` xira oipic iza izy la` d"a ixack oixen blte y"a ixack

`xew epi` dqipkd meia xira odl `xew `edy xir oa `dc `ed zg` xira cg` c"a oixew
'it`e ,dqipkd on maeya onewna onvrl oixew onvra od i`ce `l` ,c"i meia `l` envrl

k"` zg` xira oipic iza ipy edl eedc xird jeza odl `xew mixtkd on cg`y xn`z
'it`c 'it mixg`e ,zeceb` edl eed zg` xira oipic iza izyc mzd xn`c iia`l iywiz

aiiegn epi`y lke oiicr xaca aiigin `l edi`c xir oa odl `xew `diy `le oixew od xira
jxk oal `xew epi` xir oac inlyexia `zi` ikde ,ozaeg ici miaxd z` `iven epi` xaca

oipic iza izy edl eed oky oeike mdl `xwiy `ed xtk oa `kde ,xir oal `xew epi` jxk oae
ipay oircei lkde xira dreci `ipqk` mdl yi xtke xtk lk mixtk ipac zexiir izya

oipic iza izyk edl eed jklide mny lr `xwpe xira ipelt mewna mipqk`zn ipelt mewn
ipac `zbelt `kilc oeik zeceb` `kil dlbna `kdc evxiz zetqezae ,zexiir izya

`le ,e"ha oikxkd ipae c"ia oixew zexiirde mixtkd ipay ecen olek mikxkd ipae mixtkd
oiprke d"a ixack oixen ellde y"a ixack oixen elldc `zbelt mewna `l` zeceb` 'ixn`

`l`e oiprd ea uxzl oekp oipr inlyexid oipry zn`ae .dlrnl ip` izazky inlyexid
.my odl yi zxg` jxce jxcd eze` lr zkled zenaiay epziibeq oipr oi` edin

mzdc oiibeqc ,llk zenaiay dkld dze`k ozncwda mixtkd z`ixw oipr oi`y d`xp ile
 eccebzz `l o`k ixw e"ha c"ia b"ia a"ia `"ia z`xwp dlbn opz opgei 'xl l"x l"` oikd
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migqt iaxra dk`ln zeyrl ebdpy mewn zipy `l oiicr l"` zeceb` zeceb` eyrz `l
il zxn` z`e `xeqi` `p` jl `pin` l"` oiyer oi` zeyrl `ly ebdpy mewn oiyer

`xeqi` `kil `iddac mixtkd ipa zncwd l"xl el dywed `ly cnl dz` o`kne ,`bdpn
micwdl evx `l m`e enicwi micwdl evx m`y mixtkd ipal odl elwdy `ed lwc llk
,c"ia minrt b"ia minrt a"ia minrt `"ia minrtc reaw onf odl oi` oke ,c"ia e`xwi

`l` mlerl mixew oi`y zexiir ipa la` ,`lewl dncwd `l` dpi`y oircei lkd jklde
ly epnfc e`vi `l c"ia e`xwy oikxk ipae e"ha e`xwy zexiir ipae e"ha mikxk ipae c"ia
dvxzi` iia` ixacl oia `ax ixacl oia jklde ,dil `iywc `ed `d df ly epnf edf `l df

`axe ,enc zexiir izya oipic iza izyk oikxk ipae zexiir ipa `dc l"xc `iyew dil
jxke xirc `kd y"kc xnele xn`w `zeaxl (`l) zg` xira cg` c"a oebk izni` xn`c

,c"qa zenaia dnewna dkex`a my dizazk xake ,edpip zexiir izya oipic iza izy
myd eze`n `le llk `ibeq dze`a ozncwda mixtkd z`ixwl wqr oi`y cnl dz` n"ne

ixd ebdpy mewn 'ta mzd 'iyw`cn ok giken dlrnl izazky inlyexid zibeq mb .df `ed
m`y `id diipy ,ixep oa opgei 'xk lilbae `aiwr 'xk ebdp dcedia mixetkd meie dpyd y`x

,e"ha oixew el`e c"ia oixew el` mixet ixd ,`vi dcedik lilbae lilbk dcedia dyre xar
m`y od cala mipyd oze`y cere ,`icda ediipin iywnck e"he c"in `l` iywn `l `nl`

e`xwe enicwd `ly mixtk ipa `d e`vi `l el` ly opnfa el`e el` ly opnfa el` `xw
.l"pk ,e`vi c"ia

.dqipkd meil oinicwn mixtkdy `l`-` cenr a sc dlibn zkqn `"ahixd iyecig 
`zi`ck 'd meie 'a mei zexiira oiayei oipic iza zaya miinrty oicl miqpkpy l"f i"yxit
yiy lk dlecb xir efi` opz `dc 'qeza eywde ,dlibn exw oicl e`ay oeike ('` 'a) zeaezka

ike ,epxn`y mipicd lkl dlecb xir efi` rnyne ,xtk df ixd o`kn zegt oiplha 'i da
l"ie ,c"a my oi` oiplha 'i da oi`y c"a my yi oiplha 'i da yiy lkc `id `zwiqt `zln

opicc eilr gken `pyil `dc ,dlecb xir `id efi` xn`w mixtk zqipk oiprl `l 'ipznc
xir edfi` ipzwc jci`e ,'eke miqpkpy mewn izni` ipzwcke dqipkl c"a yiy xira ielz
miwtqn `le xg` mewna miqpkp oi`y b"r`y ,ediiteb zexiir oiprl `ed xg` oic dlecb

zra dlibn `xwn xnel dqipkd meil oinicwn eidiy k"b mdl elwd mdig`l oefne min
xninl opirack 'dae 'aa zexiira oiayei oic zia ixdy ,oiayei c"ay onfa mivaewn eidiy

dqipkd meil oinicwn mixtkdy `l` eyxit zetqezae .my l"f i"yx zrc d`xp oke ,onw
ediiexzle ,dlibnd z` oixew jkl oiqpkpy zrae dxeza `xwl 'dae 'aa zexiirl oiqpkpy
`l` ,`xnba `zi`ck `ed mdig`l oefne min oiwtqny itl epiid mixtkc `nrh iyexit

la` ,c"i meia miiept eidiy ick ibq ikda c"i inwn exwc `kid lk `nrh `eddn i`ce
 e` oicl my oiqpkpy mdl dlhad mei `edy itl dqipkd meia reaw onf mdl eraw minkg
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.xexa dfe ,dxeza `xwl

eidiy oiwzd `xfr `le `pen 'x inw oera mzd opiqxbc zetqezd yexitk rnyn inlyexiae
cizry dn lr mipwzn xzq`e ikcxne ,dgpna zayae zaya iyingae ipya dxeza oixew

dpicne dpicn dgtyne dgtyn `xwnd lr dknq dpynd z` xcqy in l"` ,owzl `xfr
oinicwn mixtkdy epipy j`id `xwirn idnzn edpi`c `yexit ikde ,o`k cr xire xire
dlecbd zqpk iyp`e xzq`e ikcxn onfa ixdy ,dxeza `xwl miqpkpyk dqipkd meil

owze k"g` cnr `xfr ik 'dae 'aa oixew eidiy epwzy dxeza d`ixw zpwz dpwzp `l oiicr
a"t) w"aa `zi`ck dgpna zayae 'dae 'aa oewz mipey`xd mi`iapc b"r`c xnelk ,ok

`zlz e` `xab cga iweqt `zlz `l` oewz `l mipey`xd mi`iapc mzd yxtz` `d ,('`
,mixtkd on my eqpkiy cr k"k mdipira daeyg dzid `l ef d`ixwe `weqt cg cg ixab

on my qpkil daeyg d`ixw dzid iweqt dxyr ixab `zlz e`xwiy `xfr zpwz xg` la`
,owzl `xfr cizry dn lr dqipkd mei miraewe mipwzn b"dpk iyp` ji` k"`e ,mixtkd
iyp`n dpi` mixtk zpwzc `xninl `le ,`xwnd lr dknq dpynd z` xcqy in wixte
,l"f z"xtck `nlra `zknq` i`xwe `xfr xg` ly dpynd inkgn `l` dlecbd zqpk

w"d `l` ,oewz dlecbd zqpk iyp` edleklc oizrnyc `yixa opixn`ck `zil `dc
minei e` mei zexwl micwdl zeyx mdl epzpy `l` meraw `l dlecbd zqpk iyp`y
mei mdl eraw k"g` dpynd inkge ,c"i meia miiept eidiy ick mpnfc `inec mdipnfn
oiplha dxyr da oi`y xira epipyy dn oke .mdl onefne oekp mei `edy itl dqipkd

gxeh mdl didy itl dncwd mdl epwz dlecbd zqpk iyp` k"b ,dqipkd meil oinicwn
minkge xzei dpnfd mdl didi m` okl mcew minei e` meia e`xwiy `l` c"i meia sq`zdl

exn`y edfe .dxeza `xwl e` oicl oitq`zn mzqd on eay dqipkd mei mdl eraw
oiyxecy xnelk ,xire xire dpicne dpicn dgtyne dgtyn weqtd lr df eknqy inlyexia

zgtyn oiae oiplha dxyr da oi`y xirl oiplha dxyr da yiy xir oia wlgl eze`
.onw xninl opiracke olic `xnba opiyxc dedcke ,oiqpkp opi`yl zexiirl oiqpkpy mixtk
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'` 'nr 'a sc dlibn zkqn ilaa cenlz-MISHNAH. The Megillah is read on the eleventh,
the twelfth, the thirteenth, the fourteenth, and the fifteenth of Adar, never earlier and never
later.  Cities which have been walled since the days of Joshua son of Nun read on the
fifteenth; villages and large towns read on the fourteenth.  The villages, however, may
sometimes push the reading forward to the court day.  How does this work out? If the
fourteenth of Adar falls on Monday, the villages and large towns read on that day and the
walled places on the next day: If it falls on Tuesday or on Wednesday, the villages push the
reading forward to the court day, the large towns read on the day itself, and the walled
places on the next day.  If the fourteenth falls on Thursday, the villages and large towns
read on that day and the walled places on the next day:  If it falls on Friday, the villages
push the reading forward to the court day and the large towns and walled places read on
the day itself.  If it falls on Sabbath, the villages and large towns push the reading forward
to the court day.  And the walled places read on the next day.  If it falls on Sunday, the
villages push the reading forward to the court day, the large towns read on the same day,
and the walled cities on the day following.
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