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DID ECONOMICS PLAY A ROLE IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
ANT DNMP ON MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS

We know that the performance of TN NN*AP on Mondays and Thursdays was

established in the era of 99N RAY. We know that Mondays and Thursdays were market
days and court days at that time. We know that Mondays and Thursdays were considered
1187 NY. What we have not analyzed is the order in which these practices were instituted.

Were Mondays and Thursdays already market and court days when the practice of NN
AN was instituted or were market days and court days established on Mondays and

Thursdays only after 7N NNYAP was taking place on those days? The answer may lie in
tracing the development of synagogues.

The Ancient Synagogue, 1ee I. Levine; Yale University Press, 2000, page 1:

In the Hellenistic and early Roman periods, the term “synagogue” was used to refer to the
community as well as its central building . . . In the early stages, it is entirely possible that some
communities met on premises other than a “synagogue” building or called their central
institution by another name. By the second century C.E., however, “synagogue” had become a
universal term for the building in which communal activities were held.

Page 27-Let us turn for a moment to the first century C.E. synagogue. In the following
chapters we will discuss the characteristic features of the Second Temple synagogue in detail.
Suffice it to say for our present purposes that both the synagogue and the proseuche of this
period were first and foremost communal institutions where the gamut of activities of any
Jewish community found expression. As documented in contemporary sources, the building
might have been used as a courtroom, school, or hostel, or for political meetings, social
gatherings, keeping charity funds, slave manumissions, meals (sacred or otherwise) and of
course, religious-liturgical functions.

On the assumption, then, that the first-century synagogue served as a center for a variety of
communal as well as religious functions and activities, we now are in a position to look for the
framework which served the same (or similar) purpose in earlier centuries. When seen in this
light, it becomes clear that the setting for most, if not all, of these activities in previous eras
was the city-gate, the main communal setting in cities and towns in the First Temple period.

The city-gate as the focal point of communal activity is well attested in biblical and non-biblical
literature. It served as a marketplace (II Kings 7:1), as well as a setting where a ruler would
hold court and where prophets would speak (I Kings 22:10, Jer. 38:7).

Gathering in the Synagogues on Festivals, Sabbaths and Weekdays a paper presented by Professor Shmnel
Safrai:

The first and primary element in divine worship in the synagogue in ancient times was not
prayer, but the reading of the Torah. This fact is revealed clearly in the various sources both
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from the time of the Second Temple and afterwards. It can be demonstrated from both early
and late Talmudic sources, from the evidence in the New Testament — in the Gospels and the
Acts of the Apostles — from the writing of Philo and Josephus, and from epigraphic evidence.

An Ancient Economic History: From the Palaeolithic Age to the Migrations of the Germanic, Slavic and
Arabic Nations V'ol. 1 by Fritz M. Heichelheim, Joyce Stevens; A.W. Sijthoff, 1957 p. 248:

Regular market days developed in Greece and Italy during the 7th and 6th centuries B.C. at the
latest. Originally markets were held, as we have seen already, in the agora, a free place destined
for political gatherings and religious festivals of the polis by ancient traditions. The Odyssey
already describes, for the agora of the Phaeacians, economic and non-economic use in a
probably late passage. Markets were of course most frequent in coastal towns and were often
connected with some temple, the god of which was to guarantee the peace during market
gatherings.

Markets developed in bR "N and were operating at the time of Ezra. The markets
were held on Mondays and Thursdays at the city gates. Why on Mondays and Thursdays?
Because at the time of Ezra, like today, a Jew’s week was built around Na%. Food that

was needed for NA¥ was purchased on Thursdays. The food lasted until Monday when it
became necessary to buy fresh food. Like their counterparts in Greece, Jewish merchants
wanted a religious function to take place at their marketplaces so that the o2 b 11an
would bring success to their efforts and would protect them from their enemies. That
desire may have spurred NI to institute a 73PN that 7NN NNAP be performed on
market days in the marketplace hoping that such activity would be favorably viewed by the
09 5 11127 as the Jewish people re-living *39D =71 YA, Because MMM MNP was

seen as finding favor in G-d’s eyes, those days became known as Y87 NY. We need look
no further than the opening MM of M3 1D to find another example of a religious
practice involving NP being determined by economic factors.
WY QW WY TAND NP 90 IIRn—N Y 72 57 1790 noon 0523 Tmbn
MM 1PBPIT 1237290 NP MM KD WY Rana ey mpanNa ey mebwa
NOR Y FIP2TND 17790 M2 MNP DD WY MM 10 113 12 YR N
P1NYI BMD 3 WY PN N1TD A 27800 D107 01D PrTon Do
095 N°P°372 IR 0w AR D LAmnD mmIn MR 81213 1 M
DA 51 . AMnD m MSpEA 812 12 1P MR MNP ,D0I0T OYD Py
,N3R 37 ArmS Hr LA mIm MspImY .12 13 1D M MY 253 Nwana
PIPF% 51017312 1D T MR MR MY, M0N0 DD v TRn B8
S arab [T MBPIY ,TIDIST OPD 1Y 1R MITE MY 091D ,Nawa
MDD ,BPI 12 PP MDA MNP ,ADYIaM 01D 1) 0D, NAw R MR
Ralai=bRai~bia
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SUPPLEMENT
An Example of A Chronological Issue in Rabbinic 1iterature

In the newsletter, we observed that placing events into chronological order can be a useful
tool in understanding some of our practices. Questions concerning the chronology of
events are rarely seen in Rabbinic literature. An exception to that rule is the question that.

RYNNT raise concerning the MW that we cited in the newsletter: 99D N lived
almost one hundred years after the time when the Q¥ story took place. How could the
MW set parameters concerning reading TDN NP3 that involve D307 B, when it
was 20T NV who instituted the activities that become known as MD327 B and did so

100 years after the R¥M1D story took place? Based on the chronological order that we set in
the newsletter; i.e. the markets that were held on Mondays and Thursdays developed first
and then MMM NNYAD was instituted, there is no difficulty. DM set up a reading schedule

that followed the market days that were already in place at the time of the Y719 story.
That happens to be the part of the answer given by the N”23%9 below:

DY 2P0 NI RDM IONIIM 130 M p-1n 90D (@ T phm) 17ah e 1D

APV ARG T RIS M OIBMY 3R AN PP AR 1939 002 T D%
MPMET AN KT /DN 70D KD NATY SNON AN AN A 1 RO

M ABINY BPTTS 1NN NI TP RITON 103 NTaY ND0aT DR R R0 wwnN

T NTTY N LRROYD RNDM 153 DN 1PN 05T TR nm P NG
PRI DO OPD PRTIEN 10T 1PN 19 MDD NPT 1101 /DD SONDN

DY YD 13PN TNDNT 1T 131 577 DN PN P DN N Twabnaw
NP 153 .NTPBT BY MOBD MARnT NN NTDR 00 RIB A AR 2105 TRy N
N5V NAMODN

PINM NITT TR 33 PANT ORD D M-N TIY 3 a7 150 oD R7AWAT wT
NIOYD RBDN 1737332 DIFIND 1IN D3 PPODDME 1M RIDDRY NAYD INM 15 NPIINT
SN 1IN D9 DIDD D DI NON NI FTTINT NNYIDT IN 1717 1PDI0IT D 1IN
AN 7253 Dy RO DR D133 11 8D 725 INM NP Nnmm 198 BN HIN
DD 1INOMY O PEORMM 013 123723 orARD Monb o nuth 80amh ond e
PRI 1D 7D BARD PEDD NNEY FPRY 19T 1Y N7 0 PIM MNT DNP ara
1PDONMM B9 01 WINIW 23D D107 B NBTPAY D933 NN 1A5va WY M2
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MO0 FIATT AN TTIDW 1 NIBDP M 3N N W T ,AINT NN Rmn NS
TN 19N, NRDYI NADPDN NI NP0 NP 5 A0 9w 503 D NPT b
NDID WIN 7Y RITT AP SN T29TIRT 1833 KT 015 NN 38T 553 w3
13 173 978 NOR 1921 772 0727 D25 512 773 1N BN NI RD INT 1PN 9T

5139 773 1R INPRD WY 1TTIN N R29DD N2TPM 1137 /183 N 13001 FBona
NATY AP 71 BY INDRY 23T SIPN1 23 NN 17D WP 1103 773 0137 Sab
oW Wome 2 1PNk

Do 11N BT KON 55D 110215 0 17901 RS 19T MDD N mha e B DN
NOW 9770 01 1N O BOTPMD 13T (Y 0% PEDS MTMYI DODIDI DNE D715 S IND
DINY 233 7B DT NTIPD) ND AMBD 19BIN% YA DIDD T D1 1M
DN 2TmR 02 9P 72005 21 502 DN PN 157 1151Ba Iy Ond PN
TN 0D MDD 01 RO NI N2 D30 012 NI RD YD 013 130 17w 13
223w RS DN 19D 8D RTIPT N NP2 [0mTD Haan Nty 19Y 8D 1y oomen
,(273) 71779 MDD W2 133 RMNTI PIIAN 13 19T M350 107 1M nsh ma
NP 11RTTO DY 22 DYIMD M DN WO FARAT MM NS 11701 NON
TIWNT MBI 191,00MD P P TSN AT Y VWY AT 3 AADL nown
YW TN PP NPT NI NIPN P ARG 2905 ,009ab frow mnown

PRY W D 573 70 A0 30m b OPph 1T AN NI BY 191D Seem
1D BN ,DTPAS PAME TR DD WIN 1T MIWHT NN 2T0w 0 21D 1IN
NPT DY 11900 WD IV, TIDNA DN PR 2 KON I NN 9T0R b 59 8D
PIPYS 1M DN 123 DFDDI 1T DIDN 1D RINI IR YD M3 DT R, AN
PYTIEN WYN KD 177NN KD 18D N0 BN SWPNT PEIY MB TP DIMDD *37P3 AR
BN 9T TPDY) 1317173 973D PRAIY I9NY 72 12T Py DN A P MTN
SBRDT RTD P, 12 131 13 295321 R29PY 10 1373 T BMDIT O M
oY N1P355 5913 AN 179313 13 1 PPN BT NPT BY NPDn 5910 KDY M

MY ORY RO TIR DD MR BNTT NN /D2 RMINTI PPN 1PN W D
Y2 1710 19N T2 191 19K BB ) DY ,REY 1T 902 B0a0 i e
;YT VY T 3T MDA DL RPN [OMD I nT NN TR 0 DN
F21737 NDID MWIN 130T MANDT FIRT NN 7T0Y BT pRS TINDD ONRTY RO
VIWHT ONDT S0 MmT D NP NP 3 3 0N A’ 0 @ 21397 DR oY

Y2 P PIRET 1R MNP 0993 2331 7703 MApR 1R 108 09970 9137 s
125 (DY3TIND YA N DT NTIDA 20037 B DY AN T O NN RDN FIPNM 9Dum N
S 12127 YN 1377 PIPNT NI INTIND KON /932 % 133 2p3T31 1700 (0 2y 0N
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DBPIT D NP 10T DS, T3 19375 2331 B2 MNP 033 10N 1w amt RO
AN2T NN YO 1PN 1PN INDT D TN TTANAN KD IND 999 MmN NS N
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NTID 1PN ADIDT BPA PP 17 NP NI 1Y 12 N7 R OAN PP TN T3 1
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13T N3 N TR N 1R 11931 BAY KD NI DD 13 RO, 125 NI BN 710 1
Y13 PYTY 5 YA AT NIDON 015 B 9531 193 52 293 13T MY nwa
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

N8y 73 77 [903 NoDM °532 TISN-MISHNAH. The Megillah is read on the eleventh,

the twelfth, the thirteenth, the fourteenth, and the fifteenth of Adar, never earlier and never
later. Cities which have been walled since the days of Joshua son of Nun read on the
fifteenth; villages and large towns read on the fourteenth. The villages, however, may
sometimes push the reading forward to the court day. How does this work out? If the
tourteenth of Adar falls on Monday, the villages and large towns read on that day and the
walled places on the next day: If it falls on Tuesday or on Wednesday, the villages push the
reading forward to the court day, the large towns read on the day itself, and the walled
places on the next day. If the fourteenth falls on Thursday, the villages and large towns
read on that day and the walled places on the next day: If it falls on Friday, the villages
push the reading forward to the court day and the large towns and walled places read on
the day itself. If it falls on Sabbath, the villages and large towns push the reading forward
to the court day. And the walled places read on the next day. If it falls on Sunday, the
villages push the reading forward to the court day, the large towns read on the same day,
and the walled cities on the day following.
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