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Why did 5" institute the practice that people are called to read from the M0 as the
means by which to fulfill the Y2 of AMNA NNYAP? Consider that INDN o nNMP

which is a M8 that was established about 100 years before the era of 921D NIV can be
performed by only one person. Consider further that both these rules are enunciated back
to back in one MW and yet the N2 never asks why there is a difference in how the two

PNINYAP are performed:
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Since we know from the following 87121 that it was 9D NV who established the
practice of performing MMM MNP on Mondays and Thursdays, we must further ask:
why did 9907 NI not follow the practice already established for TNDN N ANMP
when he instituted the practice of performing TN NN on Mondays and Thursdays:
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According to this NTJ, before the era of IDIDN R, the rule concerning AN NNYAP
was the same as the rule for 1NDN NP PNYAP; one person alone could read from the
aniial

The answer may lie in the following words that we quoted above:
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The designations of DoPNAE N 1D 0233 also play an important role in another rule
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concerning AN DNAP:
NN NP 172 DT 1277 13BN AN 22T BN s 1 etk Paininiayhlidal
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The MM chooses an unusual phrase to describe the reason for the order of those called

to read from the 7. The order is based on 27 377, The words: D17 377 are
words that are generally presented as the solution for a problem. What problem could have
arisen concerning NN NP that needed to be resolved based on oYow 997T? May we

suggest that at the time of 92D NI the problem that existed in the manner in which
AT DNP was performed was that the people who were present during TN NNAP
were fighting for the opportunity to be the first to read from the M7 each time the 77N
was read. DO N resolved the disputes by creating an order. From the NT132 in N33
NP that we quoted which provides that 13Y29 P& initiated TN NNYR by having
three people each read one PYDD because of the three classifications of Jews, we can
conclude then even at the time of 11327 F¥M there were fights about who should be the
tirst to read from the AN, Why was there fighting? Because it is a great honor to read
from a MMM 9D that is copied from the MMM ODD that 13°237 AL wrote. It is a great
honor to be the one to connect those present with those who stood at *3°D 7. Itis a great
honor to read from a M7 DD that is brought out to be read in the marketplace in an
effort to find favor from the @2 D% 13137, In that way, N7 ANYAR is much different
than 9NDN N9 PNAP. For what reason would those present fight for the opportunity
to read from TNDN N5 NN N9 simply does not have the history that a 99D
1NN possesses.

However, since both INDR NP3 MNP and 70 NNMP involve public reading, 21
felt compelled to define the difference in Halachic terms. A classic example is found in this
excerpt from a AW N by Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Dyt
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

Ny pas F17931 N2DM Mawa-Mishnah. He who reads the Megillah may do so either
standing or sitting. Whether one reads it or two read it together the congregation has
performed its obligation. In places where it is the custom to say a Bracha, it should be said,
and where it is not the custom it need not be said.

On Mondays and Thursdays and on Sabbath at Minhah, three read from the Torah,
neither more nor less, nor is a Haftarah read from a prophet. The one who reads first in the
Torah and the one who reads last respectively recite a Bracha before reading and after.

N8P 73D 07 NP N33 NaD 2923 TYN-That the law be read publicly on Mondays

and Thursdays.” But was this ordained by Ezra? Was this not ordained even before him?
For it was taught: ‘And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water, upon
which those who expound verses metaphorically said: water means nothing but Torah, as it
says: Ho, everyone that thirsts come for water. It thus means that as they went three days
without Torah they immediately became exhausted. The prophets among them thereupon
rose and enacted that they should publicly read the law on Sabbath, make a break on
Sunday, read again on Monday, make a break again on Tuesday and Wednesday, read again
on Thursday and then make a break on Friday so that they should not be kept for three
days without Torah.” Originally it was ordained that one man should read three verses or
that three men should together read three verses, corresponding to priests, Levites and
Israelites. Then Ezra came and ordained that three men should be called up to read, and
that ten verses should be read, corresponding to ten batlanim (The ten persons released
trom all obligations and thus having leisure to attend to public duties, and to form the
necessary quorum for synagogue services).

'R T PID 1B NIDD NI D-Mishnah. The following rules were laid down in the

interests of peace. A priest is called up first to read the law and after him a Levite and then
a lay Israelite, in the interests of peace

N7IDA A7 777 2D 112D 2 AN P%ﬂ A2 MAIN N2-The Magen Avrohom in Siman

282, subparagraph 6, quoted from the book: Knesses Ha’Gidolah that a minor may not
read the Megilah on Purim on behalf of others . . . it appears correct in my eyes to explain
the words of the Magen Avrohom as follows: we are forced to say that reading from the
Torah is not like reading from the Megilah on Purim nor like Bircas Ha’Mazone and similar
matters. Listening to and responding to the Megilah and to Bircas Ha’Mazone causes the
one listening to fulfill his obligation to read and to make a Bracha on the reading based on
the rule that one can fulfill an obligation by listening and responding. That rule is
inapplicable to Kriyas Hatorah because in the case of Kriyas Hatorah even when someone
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reads the whole parsha from the Torah, he has not fulfilled his obligation concerning
Kriyas Hatorah because concerning Kiriyas Hatorah all those congregated must hear a
certain number of people read from the Torah; that number being determined by the day
on which the Kriyas Hatorah is taking place. The essence of the Mitzvah of Kriyas
Hatorah is not that those congregated listen and respond to the reader. Instead the
requirement is that those congregated hear a certain number of people read from the
Torah. Based on that interpretation, it is understandable why the person who is reading
the Torah does not have to have in mind that he is being the vehicle by which those
congregated are fulfilling their obligation and it is not necessary that he have the capacity to
be the vehicle by which those congregated are fulfilling their obligation. The Mitzvah of
Kriyas Hatorah is fulfilled individually by those congregated when each hears that which a
certain number of people read from the Torah. There is no need for the reader to have in
mind that he is being the vehicle by which those congregated are fulfilling the Mitzvah of
Kriyas Hatorah.
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SUPPLEMENT

The 1IN As a Lucky Charm

It was argued in last week’s newsletter that the practice of performing M7 ANYAP on
Mondays and Thursdays may have begun because those days were market days. The intent
of the practice was to enlist the D51¥ S5 11939 in bringing good luck to the merchants and

protecting the merchants from harm. The following excerpt from DN 79D may have
been the inspiration for the practice. (Please note that in the incident portrayed in the
excerpt from DN 19D bringing forth the "N did not bring its intended good luck).
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We encounter a similar practice that was performed on fast days that were called as a result
of a prolonged drought:
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