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THE STATUS OF A MINOR CONCERNING AN NNYAP

We can conclude from what we have studied about the ¥R of AN MNP that the
MBD of AN MNP is unique and cannot be compared to any other M¥M. The
uniqueness is further reflected in the following statement made by the N72J:
1 DN YA 135 191 DM 11321 12NN Y 730 7T A9 oD’ 2233 TInn
NAX TIDD0IDN NN NN NS PN D01 1R DaN LN 19N

This is not the proper lace to discuss the issue of whether women may receive PYoY or act
as reader but it is worth noting that it is an issue that is being openly discussed in some
forums in the Orthodox Jewish world. It is further the subject of an extensive review by

Professor Daniel Sperber of Bar-Ilan University in his book: R NNY92 ;1957 S Mo
MIPDD MNP BP0 IIMN2. However, that part of the NA1) that permits a minor to
receive an MY is worth discussing because it adds to our understanding of the M¥M of
apliaaBaiiikin
5N TN NP 1P [BAM ]AN-0NT 1N 77T T D AR 713 ORMY o N
NURITH N3 NI 00D, ume DY DMID AN B 1 wRtD (770 19m) i Y DD 1N
PN T 553 1027 T DM NORYD 1N 92T 21 1N 1103 ,1N291 °T B39
NI F7INT AN N3P0 Y MO T DA% A2Imaw 12T 0N ATNT NIRRT o
P AONY ,DRRY B, RN WD DAY N Y127 FAPPNI 11D AR puww
YTV IMIN NI NI P HY DD YN ANID 207 AN Do 1o yne Sy 0719b
,IRISH NI INYMBPE NN AN 1D PRE T 0272 2900 I R IR,
1205 QB [OM M5 W 195 ,('2 1D 17D MDT3) 177 DA BN TN 1)
D3 ,2°M9M NIPN3 NS 15 DY ATmen M epn N7 AN 53 DR by myaw
112727 /DINM NIPDMYT NS NN L. MR N D20 T 1 1 st 0 on 1epn
FAMND DD 3P NDT2 T2 IPENRE NN TSN D [N RN by mnn
DONEY MR 5w 735 Y M’ TN ANID NNT TR L(2R) 1A nm 120
1o 1A%, N MRS XTSI MM T N 395 11992) NI B DNy
PR STINTS 1379835 ANRMM 1373 51 PNM N372 TN20E 11D THamY 7N KD
A3 N2 [N TMON DY 725 AR PR DRI NN BN 12097 R Mawna
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1. Rabbi Ben-Zion Meir Chai Uzziel (Ouziel) was born in Jerusalem in 5640 (1880 CE), and died in 5713 (1953 CE). In 5699
(1939 CE) he was appointed Rishon LeTzion (Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Israel).
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Why do we not presently permit minors to receive P5Y or to read from the N2
NTTOM NP TR AR 35 13 W1 AT WBI-AY 1D /A [N PO I MR 1
SR DI .B7ERN PAE 773 282 NP e Sorh v an ,0mnn naws
PR NIPD NPT 9130 120K 1w [T91TIT NDIM NI YPD 2797 19D NYAMA 1N
ORI NI 130T, RTIPI MARY R T Ranraw a8 1 b A9 oo 8T oan en
;13377 297 N D1 2100 23T o NI oppm 20N 209ph Napn o1 nerh 519010
2N3 13 NP D10 B1ma oW PIRE DATT DA T O M Y TN NN
MR DIPBI 13T NI AP (BT NAT 20O 27253 1YY, BN 2P0 1apna
07 12023 'DIN2 WIBMD 110 127 572 M RS N 1127 550 103 KDY NP vy
DYBH IN MRS P IR 0B 2925 RO NP R 1PN DN 12 57 ,N7D
AN ITINTDY RSWDY PYTRE 1WT W ANYIET MR PRP 53 1R BN N0
MRS PBPBT NPT RIT TIABT AP 2WMAIT N PO 105 . L L oy MRIND
YD PR PR T R 1101 MA%D Yoawn ImSw KT RIPRTT MmO 1T R
Y137 535 110 MMSw 12 R MO Ml 8D P D £nN b Neprh S
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DYIMN TP 25T QYL MM DBYY 3 71 DS 5PMR PN PATR Ny AN 1351 .51 10N
FISH 93777 D1 R NI AR R2TH D00 590 HaR Ly misn P npwa 1o on
2702 A PR R 205 Hpmh r17anD 3 Innaws

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, by 31, in the above MY N notes one way in which the manner in
which we fulfill the ¥ of AN MNP is different than the way it was fulfilled at the
time of the NI/AJ; i.e. the one is who is called to the M7 no longer is the one who reads
from the MMM, Even at the time of the N7} some changes had already been made:
Y31 AMIDM ININ DD PN T PAMD PR=3 Y /ND 57 1% NoDn $5a3 b
NBPY 1N — ARSI 305 13720 19197 NRITNM NRD 020 omem ,10aes
JINENT DY 1DIDIT DWW A7 (1327 P NT
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'R2Y I AT M98 N2DM Y533 TMPN-Our Rabbis taught: all are eligible to come forward to be among the
seven who read the Torah on Shabbos; even a minor and even a woman. However, our Sages said: a woman
should not come forward to read the Torah out of respect for the congregation.

AT AN AT D AN -390 DN BEWM N -We learned there: a minor may read from the Torah
but may not Porais the Shema? (Megilah 24). Rashi explains: A minor may not Porais the Shema because in
doing so he is trying to be the vehicle by which others fulfill a Mitzvah. Since as minor is not obligated in the
Mitzvah of Preysus Shema, he lacks the capacity to be the vehicle by which others fulfill the Mitzvah. From
this rule, one can extrapolate that since a minor may read from the Torah on behalf of others, that reading the
Torah is not a personal obligation. Instead the essence of the Mitzvah of Kriyas Hatorah is that the
congregation together hear words of the Torah and through their listening, they fulfill the Mitzvah as
individuals. Kiriyas Hatorah is unlike Preysus Shema in which each person is obligated to fulfill the obligation
as an individual. That is why the one who is Porais Es Hashema is considered the vehicle by which others
tulfill their Mitzvah of Preysus Shema. In order to perform that action, the person must be obligated himself
to fulfill that Mitzvah. In the case of Kriyas Hatorah, it is the listening that is the essence of the Mitzvah. This
is in line with what the Rosh said in the name of Rabbeinu Tam (Brachos 87, Siman 2): accordingly we must
conclude that a minor can be one of the seven readers on Shabbos since each one who comes forward and
reads is performing the individual act of coming forward and reading as the Rabbis required so that even a
Minor can fulfill that task as part of his religious training like he can do for other Mitzvos . . . We must say that
the conclusion of Tosaphos that the Brachos before and after reading the Torah are not recited because the
learning of Torah is taking place. This is based on the fact that even one who has already made some of the
Birchos Hatorah still recites the Bracha before and after reading the Torah. Accordingly, Kriyas Hatorah is a
Mitzvah that is comprised totally of listening; i.e each person among the congregation fulfills his obligation by
listening to the reader. The Brachos that the one coming forward recites are his individual Brachos (he is not
reciting them on behalf of the congregation). As a result, a minor may read from the Torah and may recite the
Brachos just as he recites Birchas Ha’Mazone and any other Bracha of Mitzvah for himself. I also found the
following in a Teshuva by Rashi: Since a person has fulfilled his obligation for making a Bracha before learning
Torah by reciting the Bracha of Ahava Rabbah why is the one who comes forward to read from the Torah
required to recite a Bracha? Rashi answers that reading from the Torah is not like learning Torah for that
reason. Itis its own unique Mitzvah that was established by Ezra and is like other Mitzvot that when you
perform them you must precede the performance by reciting a Bracha (Sefer Ha’Ora 1, Siman 11). What Rashi
means to say is that Kriyas Hatorah is its own Mitzvah that is fulfilled by those present hearing the reading. It
is separately the Mitzvah of the one who comes forward to read who as a result of performing a Mitzvah makes
a Bracha before performing the Mitzvah and after performing the Mitzvah.

AV D 2 AN P'?ﬂ AR MNIN N -Question: A mistake was made concerning a boy who was reaching
his 13th birthday and he was taught to read the Parsha that was to be read the Shabbos before his 13th
birthday. Can we be lenient and permit him to read from the Torah in front of the congregation before his
13th birthday? Dated: 24 Mar Cheshvan, 5699 (1939). Asked by one of our Sages. Answer: The Magen
Avrohom in Siman 282 subparagraph 6 reported in the name of the Knesses Ha’Gidolah that a minor may not
read from the Torah. The Pri Migadim questioned this ruling based on the Gemara that provides that a minor
may be one of the seven called to read from the Torah on Shabbos. He acknowledges that the excerpt from
the Gemara represents an era when the one called to the Torah also read from the Torah. In that era, a minor
could be called and could read and through his reading those present fulfilled their obligation. He opines that

2. For a full explanation of the rule of Porais Es Ha’Shema see Newsletters 2-19 through 2-22 available at
www.beureihatefila.com.
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the reason why a minor could read at that time was because Kriyas HaTorah is essentially a Rabbinic Mitzvah.
The Pri Migadim was left with some doubt and suggested that the issue required further study. The Pri
Migadim ruled that in the face of a difficult situation, a minor can read the Torah. So too wrote the Mishbitzot
Zahav in subparagraph 3. Also see the Levush who wrote that a minor may read. The Levush believed that
when the Gemara made its statement that a minor may be among the seven called to the Torah, the practice
that a reader reads in place of the one called to the Torah had already been instituted. This is incorrect. At the
time of the Gemara that rule had not yet been instituted as Tosaphos explains in Maseches Megilah, 21. It was
only in the time of the Gaonim that the Gaonim established the practice that a reader reads in order not to
embarrass one who does not know how to read or based on the reason provided by the Rosh that at that time
not everyone was knowledgeable about the musical notes. Some may think that they know the notes and when
an objection is expressed as to how they are reading, fighting may break out . .. As a result we are forced to say
that even today the one who is called to the Torah is still considered the reader through whom the
congregation hears Kriyas Ha”Torah based on the rule of principal and agent. The reader is the agent of the
one who comes forward for his aliya. His agency consist of being the one who vocalizes the reading. Since the
relationship between the reader and the one called to come forward is one of agency, a minor may not read the
Torah on behalf of the one called to come forward because he is a minor. As a minor, he lacks the capacity to
be an agent. If the minor were to read, it would be considered the reading of the minor alone and would not
be considered the reading of the number of people required to read based on the day on which the reading is
taking place. It would be considered the reading of one person which is not how the Mitzvah of Kriyas
Ha’Torah must be performed. Moreover, it would be considered a reading that was not preceded by a Bracha
since it is not the minor making the Bracha. In addition the Bracha made by the olim would be for naught
since the Brachos are supposed to be for Kriyas Ha"Torah done in public. Since the olim are not considered as
reading from the Torah, they are considered at best as learning Torah. To cover the Mitzvah of learning
Torah, they already made a Bracha in Birchos Haschachar. Even if they read along quietly with the minor the
Bracha is not necessary because the reading by the minor is not considered their reading. As a result although a
minor may be called to come forward to read and if he actually reads, his reading is valid, that rule does not
permit him to read for others which is what the Magen Avrohom held. In the same way, an adult reader may
not read on behalf of a minor who is called to come forward because a minor lacks the capacity to appoint an
agent. Perhaps you want to consider a situation where an adult reads for a minor as being a situation where a
benefit is being given to the minor and should be permitted? That legal reasoning may justify having a minor
receive an aliya but it does not justify permitting a minor to read for others since the minor lacks the capacity to
be an agent. As a result, even in situations where not permitting a minor to read will cause hardship, we should
not act leniently. The reasoning behind the prohibition is compelling. The argument of the Pri Migadim and
other Sages who ruled leniently concerning this issue in situations of hardship is surprising to me and needs
further study. But as a practical matter, concerning the present situation about which I was asked, if it would
bring great pain to the Bar Mitzvah boy and to his family if he did not celebrate his Bar Mitzvah before his
13th Birthday, and they want to rely upon the ruling of the Pri Migadim and those who agree with him, no one
should stop them from doing so’.

271 'R 77 119°31 12D °533 TWHN-NEITHER LESS NOR MORE [etc.]. A Tanna stated: The one who
reads first makes a blessing before the reading, and the one who reads last makes a blessing after it. Nowadays
all make a blessing both before and after the reading. The Rabbis ordained this change in procedure to avoid a
misunderstanding on the part of people entering and leaving synagogue. (People who come in after the reading
has commenced, on seeing a fresh person commence to read without saying a blessing, might think that no
blessing is necessary before the reading. Similarly, those who leave before the reading is concluded might think
that no blessing at all is necessary after the reading).

3. This is an example of the compassion for humanity that Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, 9731, exhibited in making his Halachic
decisions. He was ever aware of the impact his rulings had on the people who asked him questions and considered that
impact in making his rulings.
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SUPPLEMENT

To assist anyone who would like to study the Q81D for M2 NP, I am providing a
translation of the comments of Rabbi Zeligman Baer, '7”27, to several of the YYD that are
found in his PN NTI2Y NTD.

To0 N
M M-
qw ID-‘I miimhaiaRii ,W‘I’J WUWE AT AR 2T VAN =T T wns (NJ‘?’1) mi=iniuklivd. Juinl

SR 7ama Sy ow by wmas mmny

This alludes to Media, whose eyes Haman inflamed [with hate] like a serpent, [so called] in
allusion to the verse, Upon thy belly (gehoneka) shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the
days of thy life (Gen. 111, 14). Rashi explains this Midrash: This represents Haman the Evil
One who was a descendant of Amalek who acted like a serpent in his relationship with the
Jewish people by encircling himself with Ahashverosh to cause evil against the Jews. A
snake to called Gichon based on the verse:

27 D20 NN TN NN DY D BT o8 DT0-N 7 MMNN—"T=1 PO NI
ARy 5: baNn gl o1 T3n3 5y A7n N o
Based on this verse the author of this poem composed the line: R'D2Y 122 F3 7.
13INT7T- His shame, based on the verse:
YN MDD N5 D.D;J‘?ﬁﬂ Y292 DWET DWINT 102 INTIND (T2)—10 PD e
Y3 537 1IN MM 200 N
And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men who have transgressed

against me; for their worm shall not die, nor shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be a

loathing to all flesh.
9791 539313-Both describe types of thorns as in the verse:

D7 B2 AT PO ©31 12 P31 PINY D027 D9 1IN D DOBNG (37— PID e
;DD us‘v ‘73‘7;:1 %305

The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters; but G-d shall rebuke them, them, and they
shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, and
like whirling dust before the storm.

inlml“ad HN i'-T'\TD Y IAN ]'ISJ N21-The following ['vamimte) explains:
BN D3 MO Y MWR NN MNI-[TOONN 171 R¥N-YD N TN e mp
D3 DOANYD 00D NP 773,000 DAY W MIN NI 101 253 mown
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D3 N W 52R-The sin of Esav who was happy about the death of Yitzchok our

torefather. The punishment for the sin was directed at Esav’s third generation, Amalek,
which lost its battle against the Jewish people who fought the battle in favor of the Torah.

$n35-Comes from the word that means struck as in the verse:
D77 *D F3DNIN *D DN DY) 1°3IN ¥D 0O NI DY TiPeN NY—T0 p1oD 7 pID v
029% 1921 NS 0P N3N NIYTRn op) 11D Nt oy
I will not punish your daughters when they commit harlotry, nor your brides when they

commit adultery; for they themselves go aside with harlots, and they sacrifice with cult
prostitutes; therefore the people who do not understand shall fall.

It is similar to the word: HP5’.
DA MND Y2IN-In accordance with the following E971A:
19T NON DOBY NI RD N (N1 N-NDN 117 AR ARRD [N PR ;5
Hxmw oy mnbn Ay 821 PRy YoD DN N Y
POM-Hid.
P35 Reveal as in the verse:
LY 2977 Y230 23051 13 NN D TwiD— T P1De 1 P hwn
The beginning of a quarrel is like letting out water; therefore quit the dispute, before
quarrel breaks out.

P'?ﬂﬂ M9 This is a reference to Avrohom Aveinu as in the verse:
PN 1297 TP DDTTN 2N TIV NI 1D DIPOY PIMN- W PIDD T PID NN
PYRTy SN
And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and defeated them, and
pursued them to Hobah, which is on the left side of Damascus.

PowWN-Based on the words: 7N DY92AIM (MY /113 ©9137)-all who were feeble behind
you; the ones who were weak.
P'?D;‘l— From the verse:
FISII) FIT2NAT VLR PNT DN PO M2 B 12T 1299010 PIDD N DI NN
M3 R By T
And the priest shall bring it to the altar, and wring off its head, and burn it on the altar; and
its blood shall be wrung out at the side of the altar;

D5D D 13V %2- In accordance with the Midrash:
52 WIN [T 237 PAAN DOWMIT SI-MOPNN 17 KRN0 NN N Yy B
VAN 13277, 2001 T DI 1apn MR 2 D I 1AM 29,5003 10T M e o
SR7Y ST 1910 P 13D (aoew 17 S waw
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D°7°572 MDT 07 18¥DP-This is based on the Midrash:
D70 1157 KON DD PN DN DIN-ID7 190 ADWA N N chpne vph
11907 DY NON NI RIPF PRE 157 B0 NI 83 795 N M2 o e e
BN 52177 NI NN 21 INPIADY YA 119D 12370 N MR INM [ DY
DY 7om P m5Y BYamn (9051 Narn A 71 027 W wny NI e Y
I3 PIRIN AR AP A e By

The word: RY7°89 means: 2Y7° 11°D7 weakness of the hands. Because some of the Jewish

people became lax in following the ways of the Torah, their enemies were able to pounce
upon them.

DD‘?P‘? N2D-Intent on destroying them as in the verse: (Yishayahu 19, 6):
91D Q1Y F1ID MIRM NG 137 1557 1IN IMAINTI-Y PIDD B 51D R

And the rivers shall become foul, and the canals of Mazor shall be emptied and dried up;
the reeds and flags shall wither.

DYV YNDY-G-d extinguished them. This is referred to in the following:
PIAmIY DY9M3 DN I 8D -8 TIBY 13 57 2100 NoD) 0533 TSN
They learned this only of dying coals.
DAY 593 This means that the Jewish people had a beautiful lineage and were to be the
first of the nations.
Y7'7D—Co1r1r1pletely grand.
DD -Battle line.
15D-Lowered.
N39-Gathered his soldiers from the verse:
NPT NI DY TN FPEI 3T PR2Y B HED MIp MR- PIDD 15 IR e
DY TN
There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shaciow;
there shall the kites also be gathered, every one with her mate.

DWW -Nebechednezzer King of Babylonia who is called: J&% in the verse:
2 NNY PN BN BN DPRNT 22T 1IEET 1251 52 N-12 PIDD 1D P e
DTN IR TR T TN 238 Y I T Mo
And all the kings of the north, far and near, one with another, and all the kingdoms of the
world, which are upon the face of the earth; and the king of Sheshach shall drink after

them.
D°5®1 BN3-The Jewish People
D5 3-From the verse:
0 B 03 DN 8D e 79123 522 97 1 20— PIDS MO P8 3T

copyright. 2008. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



page 8 m9D0M AN 1anb

You shall have olive trees throughout all your borders, but you shall not anoint yourself
with the oil; for your olive trees shall drop their fruit.

D2%2 L -1In the desert.
P50 "y NOBY-This is the way it is found in one handwritten manuscript. In other

manuscripts the sentence appears as:M25N Y WY, This is explained as representing

the ten types of clothes that the Ribbono Shel Olam wears. The ten items are listed in
Midrashim.

RS Y PR F93 DRAZY INTPI MIIPN TIPSR 117 e 1w b
FADIAN MDY L2 YPIAN T DY 11,1190 1N 210225 ,mh0 1aahn TnN N
DY PMY YRS 2T 5 ben 150 CnInN 2235 JnR2 %0 MmN Bl 13 A% T mnoe
F2IN2 AW NN T Y AN 9D By 1nm g 1,90 MR a3 190D
D3 B35 PN 1357, D025 Ty 173p0 a5 DT WP 19 Y
F730m wabw awn Brahm A 9T T N 2T n b obw b inNea
wabw oW 2257 2% MING 700 T R MING B Danm T waND paoh
wabe *pv2nm Ba% NN MY A A R 1Y S HNAeh 0 100t apn
wabe wmmm a5 M 2500 Ak N 25w S 522 maben paoh rrapn
T FINID DUURD BYN NEI25N 0O I3 WA BRI [P B s mabnn ydo
PR TR AP AN 10T AT D e mabnm paovh wabw spiaws eabm a0
N'TT 1170930 M5B YI9Y0 1723p0 w2 W nn 1257 00 T NS D Y1)
NI 1201 130 P20 [17apn wa e 21ahm,7eah DTN DT BRI oI
221125 Hom prwan [7apn 3% SN NDID AN 252 T A NI 0T
NI 92 NIM 37 N ,IND 110Y 1AM 2R3 T I AN 1D 1IN TR N e abw
DY, W2 INM AN BNND 111D 1D IND (1157 1NMD AN BNTD 3018 10M5 1N
7251 PERD NS TP AR 127 235 T YT 037 937 RanT 1D N o
FIIR NTIN PIND 0D PN TTDY I DI Na

W 1SN
Y1 $5Y8N-The tribes of Amalek that did harm to me.
1P E-From the verse:
23 N5 P2 AW N T s Dp2 5D ning mrnwn 927 M- PIDD 1w PN 2137

Kty PR NP 02 1IN NN TP DN
And this is the manner of the release; Every creditor who lends anything to his neighbor
shall release it; he shall not exact it of his neighbor, or of his brother; because it is called the
Lord’s release.

This means that the evil Amelek did to You and You did not respond until now. The
author is expounding upon the verse:
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T30 7225872 74T T2 M2 MW 08 BIT N 03 T2 AOPY (79)- 3% pIp M
DONDI 07728 "NTRE IRPD B
Therefore now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; behold,

my Angel shall go before you; nevertheless in the day when I punish I will punish their sin
upon them.

M2 DYENTIP-Based on the verse:
AN 12 M TR A2 T 203 9793 173 1Y DN (2)— T PID BNY

And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for a harlot, and sold a girl for
wine, that they might drink.

09y% 1311-To our enemies as in the verse:

Y T TOP 0 M RN R 191 DRIAY N1 PIDD 1D PIE N DN
Then said Samuel, Why then do you ask of me, seeing the Lord has departed from you, and
has become your enemy?

MY BNNAY-1n accordance with the verse :
1977 5P 120N NO Y2 Op) TN P IS By M e -8 PIDE N P15 DY
83 TR ST2Y) IEN Y AN PR AT O 3772
Thus says the Lord; For three transgressions of Edom I will turn away its punishment, but

for the fourth I will not turn away its punishment; because he pursued his brother with the
sword, and cast off all pity, and his anger tore perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever.

{/“7 ¥P'-Beginning with this line we find that the first letter of each line spells out the name:
7. Rabbi Margolis in his introduction to his book Machzor Korban Aharon in the
name of the Ravan wrote that 777 was the brother of Rabbi Elezar Hakalir. Out his love
for his brother he remembered his brother by spelling out his initials in his Piyuttim.
YAV NNT2-Rashi brings this line in his explanation of Eicha Chapter 3 to the verse: 121
mi=linh
D M- As in the verse:

WD TINN DR N ‘7H’N D M2 D= NY DD 1 PID 21N
What is my strength, that I should hope? And what is my end, that I should be patient?

IRAEN DN ADINI-The author intended the word: T2INY to be a noun and not a verb; i.e.
the statement remember it now.
=) '[ﬂ'?: Y91D1-Based on the verse:

DR TN DWY WM AR WY MR °D 7IIN-2 P10 2 P18 D
So I bought her for me for fifteen pieces of silver, and for a homer of barley, and a letekh
of batley.

This same line appears in the Hoshana that begins: 139D N2 b-N.

copyright. 2008. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



