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2 PR OF D99°m0: ama 117

In T3IDWN 2731, on Mondays and Thursdays, while returning the MM 99D to its place of

storage and after reciting the R'PYDD of 17 DWW NN Yo and 190 MAYS 9P B9, it is the

custom to recite "1 P of BYIN: MMM T2, That is not the practice in 779D 3731,

Instead they recite the following after the two RPIDD referenced above:

TN DTN T PN LTIV PN DFND PANT O i e ,D0—NT NI T, RN NI
DT NI WA, TON T NAWH L TRIRI 1N

In 1130 AD1, the following is recited after the words “TW "N

T MR MY TN 9T A R D 531710 5390 90N 1023 pows b maw
TP 1Y WM, AN TOR N O8N 0bN Maan

Contrast the aforementioned practice with the procedure that is followed on N3¥. On
P all the DYIMM recite B PID of BYMN: TS M. However, in 775D 3130, on
N2, they do not recite the two Q1D of 1 B NN 19971 and 11770 M5 190 27N,
Instead they recite the PIOD: =127 9 T2 102 TAS-N 09wH 1 79, In MO
120, the MY MY recites the P1Da: Y5 1 1‘??:’ first and then the congregation

recites the PYDD. They then say the following after reciting the chapter of TS A
12390 ,MAN MY 0= NI 701 1B T2 T N2, BRI MND NI ,DWNT DY INY
,IN=23 99,1207 79 1 R T2 TRm N2, BRI N N DDWNT DY N Fr

1190 a0 T NI

Then they recite the following:

vD 1T ARG IR DY 1IMIRD TOMM N33 M BRI SR DS -NT NI TR 0D Ny

TN DD .0MR PAws TN TINAN NI NN AR KDY R 89 7970 8D rb-N 1 onn DN
DN PN AN TP NN T IR N 155 pmw 00 NN 1908 e 3000 10

They then recite the two Q21D of 71 Q¥ NN 551 and 1770 Map® 192 B7° and finish as
on weekdays.

The 'R 95D is one of the first 2N T'D to provide that '8 P75 of D’b’n‘lﬂ; Le MM
15 be recited on N2 while returning the MMM 0D to its place of storage. He further
includes R°PDD from "2 P7D of o*5mn beginning with the words: RI'WNT RV INL*:
10T N5DNR 1YY WIPBD MM 0D PN D RN WINY NS —/BED 12D DI N80
N5 1301318 N7 A3 I 103N T N2 1PIDD A 1?31@?3'7 inlinin B Linkiinialivge ~19ab 93 13N

TV AN AN AN PR TSN DY T IONY AN AN PRI S T AN RO A 70T 18D By
SO T2p0% AT B AN DDMWNT UYL INY TN i 5o 2R 232 19 12

1. Rabbi Judah ben Barzillai of Barcelona who lived at the close of the Eleventh and the beginning of the Twelfth

centutries.
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The practice of reciting 73 P75 of D"?’ﬂﬂ; fe M 'I'l"I??, while returning the 7710 79D
to its place of storage on Mondays and Thursdays is not found in any ancient 2*17D.
Instead we find that some “2Y1 7D provide that '8 P75 of D"?’ﬂﬂ; L. TTH = s
recited during N7 NDION on Mondays and Thursdays as well. In his 79D AR2TPA, to

his ™D, /112 11YD,™DID *N2Y 377 voices his objection to this practice:

12 INTPL N D270 NN NN PDYIoB NY 533 09N °33 /11 1377 vama mb SR B3 132 13
QYD 532 1NN M0 MY PP MPB 3T NI IANIY 5T A 13 DRI MNAwa A Mava
77 NAwR TID2 3pY° NYSIN 5Pa 2Now M3 NAW S MMM TINT NND N DN 03 1IN PN 0D

0% DON 213 /717 1377 D 1 AR 1373 AN AN DD PN Anwh MR TIvy JI02
QYT TN N2 NG 1373 730091 N B2 MR M) AR T30 M) myaw 12 e

22037 MDY RI27 N N2 2T B DAY MR A3 B P YA Mo N A
I 172D NPT 01D 11O R DO’ 1ININT MY IR TIDY A1 NI 05N D1 MaT DO 300
ND13M 87 N3 3 ANDYA AT DWTRA TP 1025 PINA DISAD mnbY IBRY DWNT 2P

NI M2 @RT SR 1113 MY PONT DA MAIrhyn Ana

It is difficult to pinpoint when the practice referred to by 99D *N2¥ 397 to recite P7D
B of BYPMIN; ie. TP A, during AMNT NDIJT on weekdays started. It may have
developed due to associating 92 P78 of 2970 with returning the MM 9D to its place
of storage and not with NA¥. Some may have sensed a problem with opening the }17N
WP to accept the return of the MMM 90D while remaining silent. To alleviate that
problem, they began reciting D T during AMNT NDIAT on weekdays as well. 3777
A9 "N then objected to the practice. In order to comply with his opinion and yet
continue to recite RYPIDD during TN NDIDT on weekdays, the practice may have
started to replace '8 PN 0'91n with the D'PDD from 73 PAD 299710 that were being
recited during AMNT NDIJMN on NAY. The following note confirms the development of a

practice to recite those verses from "2 P78 when the 277 NN was opened:
FIND NI, DDWNT DIPL INY VAN T R D wTPM POINT PAMBwD —Dn Ipe 1D
I ,DIMWNT DY IND AP0 M2 =0, MAN MY 0=, TI0T 79 M . Mam Thn Nan a0
19D 20T TR NI ,M-NIR =0, TI0T T 1T NI O S TIA0T TOm N3, 25 hnD

TIDWN 17312 may have then stopped reciting the RY21DD from 72 PAD mbita e during
AT NDA2T on NAW. In order to distinguish the opening of the VPN IN for ND3IDM

AN from other openings of the &P 1IN, the practice may have begun to include
the complete "2 27D mblinly during AN NDIIM on weekdays and on QY21 Q2.

2. An example of this can be found in the (2121 130X 3312 MR 21 M550 270 published in 1691and available for

viewing at the website of the Jewish University Library, www.jnul.huji.ac.il/eng/.
3. He lived in the 1500’s.
4. Published in Amsterdam, 1717 and available for viewing at www.jnul.huji.ac.il/eng/.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

STIND D22 10 '[3133?35 NN -Return G-d to Zion, Your home, and dwell in the place
of Your choice.

'BOP 1D BNV IDD-After reciting Ashret, they return the Sefer Torah to its place of

storage. They then stand to recite the Shemona Esrei for Mussaf. It was customary to
recite the following verses while the Sefer Torah was being transported to its place of
storage: Baruch Hashem Asher Nasan Minucha etc. Yihei Hashem Imanu etc., Lo Yamush
Sefer Ha’Torah etc., Ha’LO T=ziviticha Chazak V’Ematz etc., Yimloch Hashem 1.’Olam
Elokai’Yich Tzion and the complete chapter of Tehillim beginning with the words: Mizmor

I’ Dovod Havu I’Ashem Bnei Eilim and then the verses: S’Oo Sh’Arim Rosheichem etc.
It is a good practice to do so.

‘M2 12D D200 ARTPA 9D YNAW 2771t is now the custom in all Jewish communities
to recite Tehillim Chapter 29, Mizmor I’Dovid Havu La’Shem Bnei Eilim whenever the
Sefer Torah is returned to its place of storage after reading from it in a group of ten men
whether the day is Shabbos, a holiday or a weekday. In truth it is a mistaken practice that
developed incorrectly to recite this chapter of Tehillim each time the Sefer Torah is
returned to its place of storage. This chapter of Tehillim should be recited when the Sefer
Torah is returned to its place of storage only after Krityas Ha”Torah on Shabbos morning
as we are directed by the Tola’As Yaakov in the section of his book entitled: Sod
Ha’Shabbos page 47 at the end of the first side. This is what he wrote: they return the
Sefer Torah to its place of storage. As the Sefer Torah is carried, it is customary to recite
Tehillim Chapter 29, Mizmor I’Dovid Havu La’Shem Bnei Eilim because we find that the
word “Kol” (voice) appears seven times in that chapter. These seven words represent the
seven voices in which G-d presented the Torah to the Jewish people. It became customary
to recite this chapter of Tehillim upon carrying the Sefer Torah back to its place of storage
on Shabbos because by doing so we join together the seven voices with the seven names of
G-d. In the same chapter of Tehillim, we find that G-d’s name appears 18 times. These
are the names of G-d by which G-d travels through thousands of heavens as it is written
(Tehillim 68, 18): The chariots of G-d are twice ten thousand, thousands upon thousands;
the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place. The secret behind these different
worlds will be learned by those lucky enough to merit understanding them. Then they add
several verses from Tehillim 24 beginning with the verse: S’Oo Sh’Arim Rosheichem which
King Solomon said as he carried the Aron into the Holy of Holies. This represents what
occurs on Shabbos in the heavens. Shabbos is the day on which the Torah of the heavens
enters into the storage room of G-d.
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DY WY MNTD-When they open the ark before reciting the Shir Ha’Yichud, the
congregation should say: §’Oo Sh’Arim Rosheichem, etc.
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SUPPLEMENT
THE METHODOLOGY OF THIS NEWSLETTER

My primary purpose in producing this newsletter is provide material that educators can use
to introduce a course on the history and structure of the Siddur into their schools. What I
have not done is to discuss my method of study. Perhaps this week’s newsletter presents
an opportunity for me to discuss my methodology. Let me begin with the question I was

facing: when did the custom to recite 13 DD of D910, i.c. AN 7% during MDD
N7 on Mondays and Thursdays originate?

As my first step, I compared the current versions of several MNMADI; 270D ,1IDWN 1730
MDD, 1% 37131 and 1B 373M. T found that 13 PID of DY2IM; fe. MM D was
recited by only TI2WN 170 during MMM NDION on Mondays and Thursdays. Since the
custom in TIDWN ADI is to recite a different P79 of 2911 on D3, I checked the other
PINADI to find what is said during N7 NDI2T on NAW in those MNADI. I found
that in all the %3133, "B PID of B¥IM; f.e. D =AM is recited. An important
variation is found in }13°1) 17322 in that they also recite several R'PYDD from '3 P75 of
DY9°M0; fe. MM 9, beginning with: DMNT DR Y. That provided a clue that
there is a some basis for reciting 13 P9 of 2211 during 77 NDI3M.

Since the MNMADI differed as to what is said during M7 NDI2T on Mondays and
Thursdays, I needed to check the custom provided in early R¥WT'D. I found that neither
D72 37 97D nor PINI TTYD 37 MO nor the YBYN ANAN provided for any chapter of
2°9710 to be said during AT NDIJT on any day of the week.

I then turned to my Bar-Ilan digital library CD-ROM and searched the words: D58 13
from '8d PID of 299710 in the section of the digital library that contains QY2771 Y700, It

was through that search that I found the excerpt that I quoted from the R°7°) 90D, That
excerpt became an important source because it provided a basis for the practice to recite

M3 2B of BN fe. T A during 7MNT NDIOT on NAY. It became an even
better source when it provided for the recital of several QY2108 from "2 P78 of 0'on;
Le. MMM T beginning with: RYNT DYVL INY during AIMNT NDIIT on NI
because it supported the practice in }2%7 2731 to add those RY2IDD. It further established
that it was appropriate to recite a part of "3 P95 of 25N during TMNT NDISM.
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I then searched the Bar-Ilan CD for any references to words found in "2 P79 of oo
i.e. MM 9. 1 found no useful results. I then turned to several BN T'D that are not
part of the Bar-Ilan CD. The MT°D of 92* 9”2 AT °27, teacher of the ]”2127 made no
reference to any R'PDD from "2 P75 of 297N, Neither did the ™ nor the mbnw
. The MT'D of 9D YNAW 277 provided me with my next clue. His comments
became a chronological marker for the custom to recite '8 P79 of D"?’u‘lﬂ; Le. MM

mi i during TMNT NDIST on Mondays and Thursdays. His comments further gave me

the opportunity to apply a method of analysis that I believe works well in tracing the
evolution of customs. New customs often evolve based on how existing customs are

perceived. The fact that during the era of 99D YN2YW 277, the custom existed to recite

"B PAD of 299I; fe. T2 M during AT NDI2T on Mondays and Thursdays is
significant because it provided evidence that people were accustomed to reciting a
paragraph of 25N during NN DDA, DD NI 377 criticized the public for

choosing B3 PIB of BY2IN; i.e. T2 MMM, He did not criticize them for reciting a
paragraph of mblinlyl during MMNT NDIDMA. That analysis opened the door for me to
argue that what occurred was a substitution of paragraphs of 9N in response to the
objections of 2D *N2Y 277. I can support that theory by pointing out that I could not
find any RYM7°D which pre-date 92D Y12 277 that provide that "2 P95 of DI, e
2 179 be recited during TN NDISN on Mondays and Thursdays.

It is clear that "2 P79 of DY9°7I0; f.e. AN M9 was chosen as a substitute for B3 Pha
of DY9°111 because some of its D'PIDD were already being recited by some during MDA
AN on NAW and during the opening of the ark.

I analyzed the custom of reciting several R'PYDD of 12 27D of mbllnly during the opening
of the ark for the recital of T " in much the same manner. The custom of reciting
several Y210 of 72 PD of 25N during the opening of the ark for the recital of 2%
T may have been perceived as representing a rule that the R'PIDD are to be recited
whenever the 117N is opened and not only when the fM*ND of the NN for purposes of
reciting T L.

The final step I took in preparing this newsletter was to review the RY217°D that are
available at the Jewish University and Library website; www.jnul.huji.ac.il/eng/. I was able

5. This is not the first time we learned of a change in custom based on the objections of a M7 9173, We have come
across several changes in custom that were initiated as a result of an objection voiced by one of the MBDIN HY3;ie B3

973 and washing our hands without a 3723 before eating D57 at the 17D are two examples that quickly come to mind.
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M5 during AMNT MDA on Mondays and Thursdays as late as 1691, a century after the
to confirm the some still followed the practice of reciting ‘823 P78 of D"?’;‘Iﬂ; rLe. MMera
of DD *NAW 277, In addition, since AN MDA involves AN NMAYND, I made the
argument that the custom of reciting several Q)PIDD of "2 27D of =i iyl during the
opening of the ark for the recital of W17 WL is a basis for the fact that R*PDD from

72 PB of 2N began to be associated with YN NM°ND. Unfortunately, I was not
able to locate any other BYMT'D which provided for the recital of several QYP1DB of P75

M5 of DY9N during the opening of the ark for the recital of T L or for any other
purposes.

One last comment on methodology. Professor Lee I. Levine points out in his book, The
Ancient Synagogue, Yale University Press, 2000, that one of the major differences between

the &IPIA N2 and a MDD N2 is that each ND32 N2 is free to determine for itself what
D°2731 it wishes to follow. Whether a synagogue recites a P79 of =blinlyl during NDIIM
7N on Mondays and Thursdays is totally based on its 2731, In this newsletter, we
found that there are synagogues that still do not recite any P78 of o*5°mn during NDIOM
A7 on Mondays and Thursdays; some recite 72 P78 of 2°9711 and 1 would not be
surprised to find that there is a synagogue somewhere in the world that still recites 't92 P78

of 291N, I, for one, am proud of our diversity in custom.
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