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OVERVIEW OF n»me» nban-2
Support For A Liturgical Rule From The Study Of The /7928 /7122 Of 719°2 07

Point 4

The text of the MAWY MY that is recited by individuals and the text of MY MIVAL that
is repeated by the 2% M9 were not expected to always be identical. The 123 mow
was given leeway to add to the text recited by the individuals for the purpose of enhancing
the repetition of FIY ML,

Professor Ezra Fleischer in his book: M3 NDIPN 2YHNW -8 1700 2372 11hon,

at page 50 states the following:
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Translation: Our analysis of the prayers leads us to conclude that separate sources led to the introduction
into the Tephilot of words that follow a prose form and words that follow a poetic form. Our analysis
further opens a door to uncovering the origin of some parts of the current fixed prayers and the
identification of their source as following the text of the prayer as it was recited by the prayer leader when
ten men were present. It is well known that in many eatly synagogues in Eretz Yisroel there existed side by
side two forms of Shemona Esrei, both established at the same time, one that was recited by the individual
congregants and one that was recited by the prayer leader. From the time of the birth of poetic liturgy
(piyuttim) this is how the services were conducted: the individuals when reciting Shemona Esrei would
follow the standard text with which they were familiar. The prayer leader would not repeat out loud the
same text but would instead recite a different version, one that was more flowery and frilly and arranged in
a poetic form.

Professor Fleischer traces the origin of M7 to this practice . The insertion of R'1D
into the repetition of MY NIV of the QYN DY is another example. One feature of
the ALY ALY of MDD QY supports the argument that the practice of the 2% mbe
to modify MY MY when repeating it originated as early as the time of the NI!2.:
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TRANSLATION: Our Rabbis taught: The obligation of confession of sins comes on the eve of the Day
of Atonement, as it grows dark. But the Sages said: Let one confess before one has eaten and drunk, lest
one become upset in the course of the meal. And although one has confessed before eating and drinking,
he should confess again after having eaten and drunk, because perchance some wrong has happened in the
course of the meal. And although he has confessed during the evening prayer, he should confess again
during the morning prayer; and although he has confessed during the morning prayer, he should do so
again during the Musaf additional prayer. And although he had confessed during the Musaf, he should do
so again during the afternoon prayer; and although he had done so in the afternoon prayer, he should
confess again in the Ne'ilah concluding prayer. And when shall he say the confession? The individual after
his ‘Amidah Prayer’, the public reader in the middle thereof. What is it the text of the confession? Rab
said: “You know the secrets of eternity’. Samuel said: From the depths of the heart. Levi said: And in Your
Torah it is said . . . R. Johanan said: Lord of the Universe, etc. Rab Judah: ‘Our iniquities are too many to
count, and our sins too numerous to be counted’. R. Hamnuna said: ‘My G-d, before I was formed, I was
of no worth, and now that I have been formed, it is as if I had not been formed. I am dust in my life, how
much more in my death. Behold I am before You like a vessel full of shame and reproach. May it be Your
will that I sin no more, and what I have sinned wipe away in Your mercy, but not through suffering’. That
was the confession of sins used by Rab all the year round, and by R. Hamnuna the younger, on the Day of
Atonement. Mar Zutra said: All those texts are necessary only when he did not say: “Truly, we have
sinned’, but if he had said: “Truly, we have sinned’, no more is necessary, for Bar Hamdudi said: Once I
stood before Samuel, who was sitting, and when the public reader came up and said: “Truly, we have
sinned’, he rose. Hence he inferred that those words fulfilled the requirement for confession.

This source confirms that at the time of the N3 on MDD BY the M2 MY recited
"M during the repetition of the MAYY AL in the M272 of DY ¥TP. On the other

1. 9p° 973 1M 1137 explains why reciting the word: 138D is the complete 17 that is required:
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Translation: Even though Viduy consists of lines whose first words follow each other alphabetically, we still recite the words:
we sinned before all those line as it is written in the Midrash Tanchuma (Bamidbar 21, 7): the people came to Moshe and
said: we sinned. Because they admitted that they sinned, they were immediately forgiven. We learned a similar idea from
another source (Tanchuma Parshas Balak 10): anyone who sins but then admits that he sinned, the angel who was sent to

administer a punishment will not do harm to him.
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hand, those congregated recited "17" after completing the silent Y ML, The reason
that the 2% MY recited M7 in the F1992 of DY TP and not after the N1272 of
AP AN were completed was not explained by the N2, On page 304 of his book: A4

Guide To Jewish Prayer, my Rebbe, Rabbi Yeshaya Wohlgemuth, Dyt provides an
explanation for this difference in practice based on what he heard from Rabbi Joseph
Soloveitchik, Sy,

An individual who is sincere about saying Vidui and about repenting may be so
embarrassed and ashamed and upset by former actions that he or she will break
down and never finish the prayers. Therefore, it’s best for the individual to say
Vidui after finishing the Amidah. The chazzan, on the other hand, is our
representative before G-d. He is not personally involved. He can certainly finish
the Amidah. Therefore he says Vidui in the place where it belongs, in the blessing
mentioning the special sanctity of the day.

Some ancient versions of MIEY ML for MDD 01 provide that individuals during the
recital of the silent MY AN say a form of M17° both in the 273 of BYT YT and
after WY AN, This fact supports one of the rules of liturgical practice that we have
been espousing that even though the NI provides for a liturgical practice, that statement
by the NI does not prove that a conflicting and equally authentic liturgical practice did
not exist. The following are some of those ancient R*17°D:
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2. Please note the important differences between the text as provided for by 83 272 37 and our text of 7Y ML
for m12°2 &1, The differences are underlined.
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It would appear that the text as provided by }3NJ RR/2Y 29 offers a solution to the difficulty
that Rav Soloveitchik believed was posed to an individual who recites "1 during the

11272 of R ENTR. 1INI DAY 27 provides for a short and non-specific M17°). The M7
that includes references to more specific acts and that might cause one to break down is
left to be recited after FAEY FIMAL. 1INI DAY 27’s version further resolves a difficulty

that can be raised about the text as we recite it today. We say: 12%712N 12— 1719 -N

M DYMDOM 212 12 MY 9IM before we have admitted that we have sinned. That was
a problem that the Rav Soloveitchik alluded to when he was quoted as saying that

“Vidui . . . belongs, in the blessing mentioning the special sanctity of the day.”

What made ]33 B2 3%’s solution possible was the fact that the minimum requirement
for saying "7 is to recite the words: “INDM 1IMIN 92N as we learned from the N 13 in
N1 cited above. This fact also explains another matter we have recently discussed; i.e the
position of 19D "N 27 that the line: DA 2% K5 = ,1’35‘7 Eahi=aifhinii=)inn
*31310 5231 *9Y that we recite in 113N represents M. The words: 7389 *ANBMA found

in that line are unquestionably a statement of 17".

We do not have any record of the practice to recite an abbreviated form of 17" in the

1272 of RV ENTR in ARV MM on MDD O dating from after the 1200’s. It is very
difficult to explain why the practice disappeared.

3. R. Abraham ben R. Nathan was born in Lunel, Provence, c. 1155. Ra'avan HaYarchi (so named to differentiate from R.
Eliezer ben R. Nathan of Germany) was born to a many-branched rabbinical family and was a relative and student of R.
Isaac ben R. Abba Mati of Marseilles (author of the Ittur).
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Translation: The essence of confession lies in the words: but we have sinned. Nevertheless, it became an accepted practice
to add more text such as the words: what can we say to You and You know the secrets of the Universe and Al Cheit, V’Al
Ha’Chataim, V’Elokei Ad She’Lo Notzarti. In Ashkenaz, it is customary to recite lines beginning with the words Al Chet in
alphabetical order and to delineate in great detail their sins. So wrote the Rambam. Rav Yehudah wrote that it is necessary
to list the sins in detail. In Sepharad it was not customary to do so. It appears that their practice is correct. Rav Amrom
wrote that it is not necessaty to list the sins in detail and the Halacha follows his opinion.
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