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OVERVIEW OF P me n5on-4

Point 6
The M272 that are a part of our M9'DN serve as the underlying structure of the mban.

The M2 necessarily became the foundation of the M9'20 based on the circumstances
that 9”11 found themselves at the time they needed to compose M5'51 as a substitute for
the MA27P. The primary means of transmission that was available to 571 at that time was
by way of oral transmission. The MN1292 served as an excellent vehicle by which to
transmit the MDD orally. First of all, groups of people who did not know the words of
the M?*01 could fulfill their obligation to recite the m>on by simply answering }AN to
the M272 being recited by the M23%% M9, That meant that the number of people

whom 9711 needed to teach the M?°01 was small and manageable. The people who
learned the words to the M?*81 could then act as the N8 MY in different Jewish

communities. As a result, the practice of the 1128 oo reciting the M372 out loud so
that those present would have the opportunity to fulfill their obligation to recite the
m>on by answering }!N became essential.

D"’s decision to use M373 as the structure of the M?YD1N hastened the transmission of
the M9 for an additional reason. The M373 themselves were easy to remember even
though they were being heard but not being read by those present. Because all the M1272
began with the same words: ' NN 173, the congregants found it easy to learn the

M272 from hearing the MY MY recite the 11273 regularly over a period of time.
The challenge for those present was reduced by having to remember only the words that
tollowed. It was therefore not by accident that 7Y A consisted of nineteen MI73,

that V¥ NNYAP was surrounded by three N1272 and that R21T Y2105 were bookended
by M273. Furthermore most of what followed the words: ' NN T1N2 were short
phrases. We need look no further than the M1292 of MY MM to see how plily
tollowed a pattern of brevity in their composition of the akl>lalnlnti=nig

That 2”11 recognized that the process of transmitting the mM5*5n would be a lengthy
process can be seen by the following:
2 0N 5500m 01 522 NN SNYOMBI 129-3 IR T 2ND NI9N2 NoDk I

55517 152 1NHDN MY DN IR RIPY MY TIBY PYD MR PRI 237 ;Y
1B IND BN Y e
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Translation: Rabban Gamaliel says: every day a man should say the eighteen benedictions. Rabbi Joshna
says: an abbreviated eighteen. Rabbi Akiba says: if he knows it fluently he says the original eighteen, and if
not an abbreviated eighteen.

Rabbi Akiva clearly recognized that in his time, many individuals still could not recite the
words of MY MY from memory.

Viewing the M272 as the foundation of the m5en provides us with a clue as to the
historical development of the MT'D. We already noted that the N1292 that were the
bookends to NIIT PIDD, VANY 7192 and AN were not mentioned in the 71150
523 or M9, We can conclude from that fact that N1 P10 were not recited in
synagogue at the time of the N7, Those who knew the words recited NAMT Y209 at
home before coming to synagogue. It is likely that the M1272 of MINY M3 and AANLY
were incorporated into N7 Y20 only after the practice of reciting N2 YPIDD began
to take place in synagogues. It was then necessary to add M2392 to AT PIDD so that
those who did not not know the words to N2 20D could fulfill their obligation to
recite NI 920D by answering [N to the N2 of MANY N2 and AN,

The lesson to be learned from this discussion is that all M1292 that are part of our mban

need to be recited out loud by the 7133 M2, He needs to be concerned that one or
more of those congregated may not have the ability to read Hebrew or may be having
difficulty following the 90N, In order that those individuals fulfill their obligations, they

need to answer JAN to all the M1292 that are recited during the 1290, Two M272
within Y2 N?5A are often neglected by many 1298 M5, ie. TEM N2 N 3P
and PN 283, Both should be read out loud so that anyone present who wishes to fulfill
his obligation by answering !N to those M272 can be afforded the opportunity by the
T123%8 Y5 to do so.

Reading the M1272 out loud had the additional benefit of being a learning tool for all who
could not recite the M7 from memory. He could repeat the words after the o
MY and he could learn the words over time from simply hearing the words being read
aloud. There is no doubt that 9”11 considered that others would learn the words of the
MO from hearing the 128 MY read the M273 out loud. The tollowing Pﬁ’ﬂ,
difference in custom, between the Jews who lived in DN "N and the Jews who lived in
baa during the period of the R%JWNJ demonstrates that %"M took into account the
pedagogical benefit of reading the m»an aloud:
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2122 11972 175 0TIN H5DNM AT PIN=2 19D 31P) M 233 173 21PN 19D
oy 99775 ,07 5102 SR 1N

Translation: In Babylonia, a person recites Shemona Esrei silently. In Israel, a person recites Shemona
Esrei out loud in order to teach the words to those around him.

This rule explains a further practice:
SO MDD DN AT WRTIW DUNN I3 FPYD RD 1D BN AN Y A

0910 2275 NOR 19T D Do, 133 1) L7472 190N 19802 oY pewnh

L9070 MENT) INTR ANY

Translation: There are those who say that on Rosh Hashonah and on Y om Kippur it is permitted to recite
Shemona Esrei out lond, even while in a group of ten. Ramah: That is our practice. However, one shonld
be careful not to raise his voice too high.

The ADY N’2 comments:
0o iR RPN DM QMIDOT M I WNII-ND 1D BN AN A0 M3
MDDI YDNM MY TR M AN BN N N2 0D KB M ,an5ona
(3 MIN) 777 579 MIDDINM YD SANED 27ANY . M BY a0 N e ANehe
1373 OM3 B 0N O DY’ D2 D900 PRT NN MIT PNTT 019N WS
1 972 BN2IM T 09297 DN NTRID 2R R 79905 171030 NN TAN YBm MoMN
DYt N5 DN 02 095230 DINRY 351 NI 0P Pawr? 1w mnd oyn DM
WIPAPT 2 D 2292 TR M 105 210 BRI DYBRS FAw N 0 o v0h NN
1ODT 27D ANNRM M ONANIW MR (DD DIV D7PN T AN T DIDDN DN
07 1R PR PID 19050 WP DY50eNM MmN 9w 97PN (DN D) NBY
Y72 07 HIP3 MIN D30I DI AT BRDD T PR KD 101 AT NP (KD
YIMANTD MDD DINAD DT DINVHBY 11D 111 KD MY T AR I
Y2 92 K9P Hu! MM N2 2RI MM T2 M 230 A NSon DDA mbenaa
WD KHT 23917 0 N rha s MIF AW 123 958 M 91 MY 033 11030 vEh
FTINBY (27 FLID) 1R DN 5D 1ART YN FIRT MY IRYA T N N
PR3 IND IR DT TAN 9T 13590 71 AT 1IN A 1o ah Kb wnba
i)y
Translation: On Rosh Hashonah and on Y om Kippur, it is the practice to recite Shemona Esrei out loud.
It is very surprising to me that this practice ever began. I noticed in ny youth that the Sefer Ha'Pliya raised
an objection to this practice. Then I read the following in the book: Piskei Ha T osaphos, section 72: since
the Brachos of Shemona Esrei that are recited on Rosh Hashonah are not well known to all, they are
recited ont lond. However, it is also true that the Brachos are very long. By reciting the Brachos ont lond,

1t is possible that one person canses some of the others present to err in their recital of the Brachos. 1t is

therefore preferable that those of us who do not know the Brachos rely on the Schaliach T3ibbur to fulfill
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our obligation to recite the Brachos on those days. From this we see that one reason that the practice began
to recite the Brachos of Shemona Esrei on Rosh Hashonabh out loud was becanse many did not know the
words of the Brachos. It is possible to suggest another reason why the practice began to recite Shenona
Esrei ont lond on Rosh Hashonah. The people were in the midst of the Ten Days of Repentance. By
reciting the Brachos ont loud, it was easier to concentrate on what they were saying. In addition, becanse
they were saying words that were very dear to them, they wonld not be caused to err in reciting the Brachos.
After I wrote this 1 found the following comments of the Mordechai in Maseches Yuma section 625 in all
the days of the year we recite the Brachos of Shemona Esrei silently based on what we learned in the
chapter: Ain Omdin, Daf 31. There they point to a verse involving Chana that relates that Chana ‘s voice
was not heard as she prayed as the source for that practice. However on Rosh Hashonah and Y om Kippur
we recite the Brachos of Shemona Esrei out loud so that each one present can learn the words from the other.
We are not concerned about cansing others to err because they are holding in their hands Machzorim and
compilations of the Tephilos. We learned of a similar practice in the Jerusalem Talmud, in the chapter
entitled: Tephilas Ha Schachar; when Rav Yona would recite Shemona Esrei at home be would pray out
lond so that his family members would learn from him but when he recited Shemona Esrei in synagogue he
would recite the words silently so as to not canse others to err. However that practice involved the other days
of the year. You may want to raise an objection to this practice on Y om Kippur from what we learned in the
chapter entitled: Eilu Ne’Emarim (Sotah 32b) that each person should confess quietly in order as to not
embarrass those who have sinned. "The answer to that objection is that on Y om Kippur, in our day and age,
we all recite the same words of confession. As a result, there is no personal embarrassment when we all
confess out lond.

This rule may explain another practice:
niliaJhphia) =y ‘71p3 NMPNIT PO NPS TIEDa 0 1D BY—/ND 12D 2 AN I

FINIDT NIND DM Y NI PPN PIDD2 MANST YR NI

Translation: Therefore it is customary in Spain to read the first verse of Kriyas Shema out loud. 1t is a
good practice in order to strengthen one’s concentration in the recital of the first verse which is the most
tmportant place within Kriyas Shema to concentrate fully.

Perhaps we can suggest a reason for the 2% M9 to recite the first verse of ANP
VIO out loud; in order to help those who do not know the words to learn the words.

That process begins when those individuals repeat the words after the 7123%% M58 recites
them..

Our discussion would be incomplete if we did not also consider the manner in which plil
composed MY MY for NAW and the B2 2%2%. On those days, all the middle
M1273, which represent R17 7P, including DI, have the same M2727 NYAA. On
P2, it is N BTIPN. On the D937 WS, it is DIV DN 2PN, On BRI
FAR, it s 1M BN DR W 1N 5D BY 991, On all those days B ends with
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the same 77272 that is used for the middle 7273 of WY 3. It is no coincidence
that 9117 composed FAEY ALY and W1T°P in that manner. They were ever cognizant of
the importance of teaching as many people as possible the words of the m>*on as quickly
as possible and composed the M55 with that pedagogical goal in mind.

Because of the important role that the M1293 played in the transmission of the ﬂ'l'?’Dﬂ, it

should come as no surprise that 9711 were adamant that the MMM of the M373 not

change:
DOOM WAL PN AL 5D MIN DI 137—'2/BY 13 5T M2 Noon *Haa Tmbn

AN T R N? - Monaa

Translation: Rabbi Y ossi said: anyone who changes the wording of a /7293 from that which our Sages
composed has not fulfilled bis obligation.

During the course of our study, we have encountered many instances in which the
narrative portions of M1292 differ among MINFADI). What we did not often find is that the

PMINM of the M272, the part that follows the words: 71 AN 7173, changed. That
explains why some do not modify the M272 of BOWN AP 2AMN '[5?3 and NN 72007
D52 SN2 MY during TN M MY and 11989 1N B before N7
2°372 on B2 BY. Perhaps we should include the 7292 of MANRY 172 on that list and
ask everyone to think long and hard as to whether the 2927 Y20 that Pyl composed
was 12Y °92 or 1Y MB1.

Is there a problem today that some people who attend synagogue cannot read Hebrew and
cannot follow the recital of the M?'DM? Yes. Itis a byproduct of the success that the

Orthodox world has had in encouraging others to accept the Orthodox way of life. These
individuals would like to read and understand Hebrew but the Hebrew language is not an
easy language to master. It can be particularly difficult for someone who attempts to do so

later in life. Therefore every 1128 M5 should presume that at least one person in the
room needs to answer [N to his M372 and to repeat the words of the opening PYOD of
VI MNP in order to fulfill his obligation.

1. On =22 Y all the middle M373 of TAWY MM including FT2°P3 end with: 1173 1Y MNP 1 MNPS A0 S o0
DYDY O DN B 1IN B2 By T e M 503 1N Ay SN,
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