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INTRODUCTION TO THE 2% NNY2 M272 OF N27Y n>sn

The following F32" describes the T MRS M33 for both MM 195N and 178N
PY39Y:
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Translation: Mishnah. In the morning two Brachos are to be said before Kriyas Shema and one after Kriyas
Shema. In the evening two are said before Kriyas Shema and two after Kriyas Shema, one long and one short.
Where the Sages ruled that a long Bracha should be said, it is not permitted to say a short one. Where they
ordained a short one to be said, a long one is not permitted. A prayer which they ordered to be concluded with a
Bracha must not be left without such a conclusion; one which they ordered to be left without such a conclusion ninst
not be so concluded.

Two questions can be asked concerning the Y% NNAP MI72 in N27Y noan: Why are
there four M372 in N*37Y 125N and only three in MM N25N and why are the two
sets of M272 different. In other words, if we do not change F72Y ML for n5on
N'27Y, then why do we change the P& NNYAP M272? The following 8722 which
tfollows the above MY may provide an answer:
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Translation: Rav Simon in the name of Rav Shmuel son of Nachman says: the total number of Brachos that are
recited before and after Kriyas Shema is based on a verse: you shall be involved in studying Torah in the day and
at night. 'This is interpreted to mean that your involyement with Torabh learning should be equal both in the day
and at night. Rav Yossi son of Rav Avin in the name of Rav Yehoshua son of 1evi opined: there are seven
Brachos of Kriyas Shema each day based on the verse: seven times a day 1 shall praise You for your just rulings.
Rav Nachman in the name of Rav Mani said: whoever fulfills the requirements of the verse: seven times a day 1
shall praise You (recites seven Brachos of Kriyas Shema each day) has fulfilled bis obligation of being involved in
Torah learning day and night.

According to the commentator, RYT7, 1M2%D M answers our questions and an additional
question: why do we need to recite any M372 before and after DI NNP:
ARSI P 1 2305 MDTa 13PN 13m0 NP1 v 13 R ow By -0y

1. The same MM is found in the N Y 'N* {7 M313 N3DM ¥533 5.
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Translation: This is the reason our Sages instituted the practice of reciting Brachos before and after reciting Kriyas
Shema both during the day and at night to demonstrate that it as important to recite Kriyas Shema at night as it

is to do so during the day. This practice was instituted to deflect the opinion of one of the Sages who held that the

night was primarily for sleep. But Rabbi Simon did not explain why the number seven was chosen. The Bracha

of Hashkeiveinu was composed to alleviate the fear some had for the night.
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Translation: When Rav Simon stated that onr involvement in Torah must be the same at night as it was during
the day, he was referring to reciting Kriyas Shema. This was based on what we learned in the Babylonian
Talmud: Rav Yochonon in the name of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai said that if all a person did during the day was
to read Kriyas Shema during Tefilas Shacharis and Tefilas Maariv, be fulfilled the obligation to be involved in
Torah study all day and all night. Because Kriyas Shema is a cherished activity, onr Sages instituted the practice
of reciting Brachos before reading it and after . "This is similar to the practice that Chazal instituted concerning
Kriyas Ha’Torab, to recite a Bracha both and after reading from the Torah. After writing this I found a
response that the Rashba wrote in which he said: I would explain the position of Rav Simon as follows: He held
like those Sages who lived in Israel during the time of the Gemara who would condense the third Parsha of Kriyas
Shema when they would recite Kriyas Shema at night. Instead of reading the whole Parsha they would say the
Jfollowing: Daber EE[ Bnei Yisroel V" Amarta Aleihen Ani Hashem Elokeichen Emes as we find in the
beginning of the chapter entitled: Haya Koreh. This means that at night they omitted the section that described the
Mitzvah of Tzitzis but in the morning they would read the whole third Parsha. Rav Simon viewed the Brachos
and the Parshios as sections of one unit. In the morning they recited three Parshios and three Brachos for a total
of sixc sections. In the evening when they only recited two Parshios they added a fonrth Bracha so as to also read
sixc sections and canse the unit in the evening to equal the unit in the morning. Rav Yosi followed the practices of
the Jews who lived in Babylonia during the time of the Gemara who at night recited the whole third Parsha of
Kriyas Shema including the part that dealt with the Mitzvah of Tzitzis . So why in Babylonia did they add a
Sourth Bracha? So that the total number of Brachos of Kriyas Shema each day wonld equal seven based on the
verse: I will praise You seven times each day. Rav Yossi did not include the number of Parshios in bis calculation.
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He only included the Brachos. "T'his is the end of my quote from the Rashba.

1D "M and DY 7 present two different answers to our questions. 12D T believes that
what we recite in the evening must run parallel with what we recite in the morning.
Because 12D ™ followed SN2 1IN 3131 and in IR 1IN 37731, it was the custom to
omit most of the third Parsha of D% NNYID when reciting V2% NN at night because

the M of N'V'Y which is found in the third Parsha of Y2¥ NN is not practiced at
night., he saw that there had been a need to compensate for the omission of the third
Parsha and so they added a fourth Bracha. By adding a fourth 2372 to MNP M1272

YIY in N3P NPDN, both N*31Y NPOM and MM NP5 had a combination of M2
and MWD that totalled six. DY '7 lived in Babylonia where it was the custom to recite all
three MPAD of P MNP in both MY37Y 198N and MM N9DN. In his opinion
n*27Y N99N needed four M373 because of a requirement that a total of seven M272
VI MNP be recited each day. His practice was based on the verse: '[’ﬁ%‘?;‘l DY Yaw;
that it was necessary to praise G-d through seven Y% NNY2 N1D72 each day.

Both 1M°D "1 and DY '7 answered the question as to why one of the M5'5n each day
needed to have four VI NNYAD M1DT2. 11D "M went further and answered the question
as to why we add the extra 1273 to N'2°7Y n%8n; i.c because we omit one 1D of
VI DANYAP in D27V n%sn. 'O 1 would answer the question differently:
1302, N B paw IR PIPI-R-TTTMIDN3Y PR ANYD Mab—me 21ab
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Translation: We read Kriyas Shema as part of Tefilas Shacharis and we recite two Brachos before reciting Kriyas
Shema and one after. In Tefilas Maari, we recite two Brachos before reading Kriyas Shema and two after. "The
number of Brachos is based on a verse that was composed by King David: seven times a day I shall praise You.
The number of Brachos was divided between the evening and the morning. The Jewish view of the order of time
places the night before the day in line with what is written (Bereishis 1, 6): and it was night and it was morning.
Therefore, they placed four Brachos or the magority of them, in the night prayer which comes first in time and the
remaining three were placed in the morning prayer based on the rule that those who are ealons want to fulfill their
Mitzos as soon as the first opportunity to do so arrives.

DY '7’s practice was based on reciting all three N&90 in NY27Y n%an, a practice that has
been universally adopted. According to "D ' we do not repeat the same NNY2 N1272
YA in both M*27Y N9DN and MM NP because the verse of: N2 013 Yaw
requires that we recite seven distinct MN292 each day. If you repeat any of the M1293, you
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would not be reciting seven Y% NNYP M2, The verse: j’ﬂ‘?‘?ﬂ D212 DAY teaches
one more aspect of the PBOE MNP M272. All the DY ANYAP M7 are part of a set of
M272 and the M272 have an order. Each day, the 7272 of R%27Y 2%AVAM must be
recited before reciting the 292 of TN AXY; D5 NAMN before 129 FAMN and PN
M312NR) before 2°8% NIAN. That explains the following N7/
DWDY N XN AN DM YA RN—K TIBY 2% 7 11972 1o °522 Twbn
D'27Y2 AND N 20Y ,NEY N 82 MDY DY27Y N'a7Ya AND NYY NS ,2°37) NYa"7Ya
b 1550 ;NRY 8939 13TP3 01D TIN IR AND N XD TN 8P BvDY 203
DM R T2 5o a

Translation: Come and hear: ‘In the morning, if one commenced with the intention to say "Who forms light'" and
finished with "Who brings on the evening twilight", he has not performed his obligation; if he commences with the
intention to say "Who brings on the evening twilight'" and finished with Who forms the light", he has performed
his obligation. In the evening, if one commenced with the intention to say "Who brings on the evening twilight”
and finished with "W ho forms the light", he has not performed bis obligation; if he begins with the intention to say
"Who forms the light'" and closes with "Who brings on the evening twilight", he has performed bis obligation. The
principle is that the final form is decisive’.

It is worth noting that when a source speaks of a custom that was prevelant in DN "N
such as the practice of omitting the third 7D of YL MNP in N27Y ﬂ'?Bﬁ, the
source is identifying itself as having been authored in P "IN, The following excerpt
from 2210 WA provides such evidence that 29910 WA was authored in b
DN
O3 YW 2307 AN 7 0w DY meanb (K11 mm (1212) 205N A
,IX AR ANYIRIR MIRD YA 19N 15 12 PR 1 N (D B 2Y9nn) TPnohn
DISM PR 9D DN SN0 PR BN DI BN T, PR 120 aRN
227 5N vap e 1M, 2 0 nawa o N0 DI PR N39S Ry
A2 130T DY DA DR AN D nuavnn AR 7a10 . Pn5on oA paw NN

DAW 01 ,AAND e 0385 DA 37p2Y,IRS AnN mash oon 7nan

Translation: "The verse: La’Minatzeach Al Ha'Shminis can be understood by means of another verse: seven
times a day 1 will praise you. Rabbi Yehoashua son of Levi said: the number seven in the verse represents the
seven Mitzwos that are fulfilled during the recital of Kriyas Shema: Yotzer, Ahava Rabbah, Shema, 1""Haya
Im Shamoah, Va’Y omer, Emes VY atziv, Ga’Al Yisroel.. Since at night, the Mitzvah of 'T3itzis need not
be performed, we add the Bracha of Ha’Porais Succas Shalom on Shabbos and on Yom Tov and the Bracha of
Shomer Amo Yisroel on weekdays. Another interpretation: the number seven in the verse represents the seven
Bracha endings of the Birchos Kriyas Shema that are recited in the morning and night as we studied in the
Mishna: in the morning we recite two Brachos before reciting Kriyas Shema and one after and at night, we recite
two Brachos before reciting Kriyas Shema and two after.

2. Notice that 919 12 DY 7 like (12D "7 considers the M1272 and NI of YW MNP as being in the same
category.
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