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AN ACADEMIC LOOK AT THE ORIGIN OF 5511

Academic scholars have been intrigued by the origin of 95, The following excerpts are

taken from the book: @'RA1 P BTN H37m NABY, Festival Joy In Tannaitic
Discourse, by David Henshke, Magnes Press, 2007. Professor Henshke refers to two
works in which the the origin of 9917 is discussed at length; an article entitled, 2 (1900)

by Abraham Bichler and the book, MM MDD, Tel Aviv, 1996, by Joseph Tabory.

Professor Henshke then argues against the position taken by both scholars and suggests his
own theory as to the origin of Hallel. The excerpts begin from page 250:
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Transiation: Fourth Section: From The Mitzvos Related To The Requirement to Travel To Yerushalayim
For The Holidays To The Mitzvos Of The Holidays

C. The Original Form Of Hallel
1. The Suggestion Of Bichler And His Supporters

The accepted form of Hallel today is comprised of six: chapters of Tebillim (113-118). "The first issue to
resolve is whether this combination of chapters was recited for all the holidays from the time that the
requirement to recite Hallel on holidays was instituted. The Mishna establishes the following rule: the form
of Hallel should consist of no greater nor fewer chapters of Tehillim. Despite that statement, A. Bichler
and his supporters took the position that the current form of Hallel resulted from the combination of several
Sforms of Hallel, each consisting of consecutive chapters of Tebillim, and each being recited on different
holidays. Indeed, this may have been the case in a very early period, a period from which we have little
information about Hallel or other poetry that was recited.  However onr concern is with determining the
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source of the practice to recite Hallel during the Second Temple period and the period of the

Mishna. 1t was in that period when the practice to recite Hallel at the Seder in two parts originated; with a
short section being recited before the meal and a small section being recited after the meal as we see discussed

in a Mishna: Until what point does he recite before the meal? Beis Shanimai say: until Aim Ha Banim
S’Meicha (Tebillim 113, 9) while Beis Hillel say: until Chalamish 1."May’No Mayim (Lebillim 114, 8).
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Translation: A theory was put forth that only the portion of Hallel that was recited before the meal
represented the original form of Hallel and the additional chapters of Tehillim were added later; if not, why
split Hallel into two portions? The same theory held that the first section of Hallel originated as the Hallel
that was recited in the days of the Beis Hamikdash while families ate the Paschal Lamb while the second
section originated during the same period when Hallel began to be recited on Succos, as we find discussed in
a Mishna: During what section of Hallel did they shake the Lulav? In the section that begins: Hodu
La’Shem-at the beginning of the chapter and at its end (Tehillim 118, 1 and 29), and while reciting the
verse: Ana Hashem Hoshiya Nabh (Succos 25b); this was the position of Beis Hillel. Beis Shammai said:
Also while reciting the verse: Ana Hashem Hatzlicha Nab (ibid. side b) (Mishna Succos 3, 9). Bichler
emphasized that the recital of Hallel during Succos involved-in this source and as seen in others-only the last
chapter of the current form of Hallel. "Tabory added to Bichler’s theory that the shaking of the Lulav that
occurs while reciting this chapter is proof positive that this chapter constituted the complete Hallel on Succos;
otherwise why do we not shake the Lulav at the beginning and end of the current form of Hallel as well;
why shake the Lulav only in the middle of Hallel? And Tabory added: how else do you excplain the plain
meaning of the words found in the above Mishna. The Mishna defines the beginning of Hallel as the
opening words of Chapter 118 and the end of Hallel as the end of chapter 118.
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Translation: What is the origin of the practice to include the chapters of Tebillim that fall between Chapter

113 and 118 according to Bichler and his supporters? Those chapters were recited during the period of the
Second Temple as the Paschal Lamb was being slanghtered, as we learned: They recited the Hallel; if they
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finished Hallel, they repeated it, and if they repeated it and the groups were not finished yet, they recited it a
third time, though it never came to be that they needed to recite it a third time. Rabbi Judah said: the third
division never reached ‘T love that the 1ord should hear’ [etc.], because the people preparing sacrifices were

few in number.
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Translation: Based on these sources, scholars concluded that the form of Hallel that we currently recite was
created by combining three forms of Hallel: the first two chapters constituted the Hallel that was recited
while they ate the Paschal Lamby the last chapter constituted the Hallel that was recited on Succos and the
chapters that fell between constituted the Hallel that was recited while the Paschal Lamb was being
slaughtered.
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Translation: 2. The Development Of The Form Of Hallel Recited At The Seder

It is possible to raise some significant challenges to the aforementioned theory as to how the current form of
Hallel developed. et us begin by presenting the strongest challenge-the division of Hallel at the Seder. It
appears that this division of Hallel is the best evidence that the original form of Hallel included more than
the first chapter (LTebillim 113). How? The earliest sources that refer to Hallel which are cited above
substantiate the fact that Hallel was never recited for its own sake; it was always recited in connection with
the performance of a ritual that involved a physical act; i.e. while shaking the Lulav or while slaughtering
the Pesach sacrifice. 'That explains why the Mishna in linking the recital of Hallel with the Pesach sacrifice
provides: the sacrifice requires that Hallel be recited while eating it (Pesachim 9, 3). Based on how the
requirement to recite Hallel was described, we can explain the division of the chapters of Hallel at the
Seder. The physical acts of shaking the Lulav and slaughtering the Paschal Lamb can be performed at the
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same time that the person is reciting Hallel; he performs one with his hands and one with his mouth, or one
25 done by the Israelites and one is done by the Leviim. The same cannot be said abont reciting Hallel and
eating the Pesach sacrifice. One mouth cannot recite Hallel and eat the Paschal Lamb simultaneously.
How then did one fulfill the requirement that the performance of the physical act of eating must occur while
reciting Hallel? That can only be accomplished by dividing the recital of Hallel into two parts. By doing so,
the recital of Hallel enveloped the physical act of eating the Paschal Lamb. It was particularly the sections
that were recited before the meal, sections that demanded an ending, that revealed the need to surround the
eating of the Paschal Lamb with Hallel, and created the link between the first and second sections.
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Translation: This claim is supported by the opinion of Beis Hillel, which required the recital of chapters
113 and 114 before the meal. Beis Hillel had in mind that other chapters of Tehillim were part of
Hallel-and were needed as the part of Hallel that was to be recited after the meal. Beis Shanmai, which
declares that only chapter 113 should be recited before the meal, would have admitted that at a minimum
chapter 114 was part of Hallel . . . Since we do not find a disagreement between Beis Hillel and Beis

Shammai concerning the content of Hallel, e have no reason to believe that the Hallel that Beis Hillel had
n mind, one that included more than just chapters 113 and 114 was not accepted by Beis Shammai.

After suggesting a theory as to the original form of '7'7.'!, Professor Henshke, on page 260
of his book, provides his theory as to what prompted the practice of reciting 977:
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Translation: 4. The Origin Of Halle/

It is easy to establish the fact that holidays on which Hallel was recited-those for which the practice can be
traced to the period of the Second Temple-can be divide into two types: the type that was recited to
accompany activities in the Temple and those related thereto (slanghtering the Paschal lamb, eating the
Paschal lamb and carrying the Lulay in the Temple) and the type of Hallel that was recited for its own
sake (the eight days of Hanukab). Graetz in bis time opined that the general Mitzvah of Hallel and the
inclusion of chapters of Tebillim to create Hallel, were innovations that were introduced in the period of the
Hasmonaim to be recited as part of the celebration of Hanukah. After being inciuded in the celebration of
Hanntkah, the practice of reciting Hallel was then carried into the celebration of the holidays. However, the
framework of Hallel as it is constituted today, as we will explain, reveals no evidence that it was a late
innovation, particularly when_you consider the great emphasis placed on the central theme of the second
chapter of Hallel, remembering the Exodus from Egypt. Because of the importance of that theme, this form
of Hallel became known as “Hallel Ha'Mitzri” (the Egyptian Hallel). Graetz fails to account for the fact
that the theme of the Exodus from Egypt represents the cornerstone of Hallel. In truth, Graetz had
absolutely no basis in fact for any part of his hypothesis. 1t would appear that the exact opposite was
true-the form of Hallel that was recited on the three holidays was carried over into Hanukab. Yet, Graet3
was correct in sensing that during the period of the Hasmonaim a fundamental new aspect to Hallel
developed, as we will excplain.
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1. Commmunity Celebration As The Basis For Reciting Halle/

The emphasis on the rescue from Egypt within the framework of Hallel provides ample opportunity to
suggest that the basis for reciting Hallel is found in its being the song that accompanied the service on Pesach
during the period of the Second Temple-the acts of slaughtering and eating the Paschal Lamb. Concerning
the role that Hallel played during the performance of the Pesach service, one point needs to be immediately
made: the two activities which were accompanied by the recital of Hallel were not performed in a manner
that was similar to the manner in which the standard Temple service was performed which was through the
the Kohanim. They differed from how the daily Tamid sacrifice and the special Mussaf sacrifice were
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brought. "Temple services that required the recital of Hallel were services in which the community that
gathered in Y erushalayim and who were present in the Temple area to celebrate the holiday of Pesach
actively participated. The slanghtering of the Paschal Lamb was performed by the members of the
commmunity themselves and the consumption of the Paschal Lamb took place in groups aronnd
Yerushalayim. We can therefore suggest that Hallel was designated as the song that accompanied the
service by the community in the Temple and the activities related to it. Do we not find within the wording of
Hallel words that are appropriate for recital by those who made a special trip to Yerushalayin for the
holidays, who appeared in the Temple and who participated in the service therein? That is why reciting
Hallel on Succos while carrying the Lulav in the Temple was appropriate. The act of carrying the Lulay
shared similarities with the acts of slaughtering the Paschal Lamb and eating it. "Taking the Lulay conld
also be categorized as a type of service in the Temple that was performed by the community. Certainly the
Exodus of Egypt was an appropriate theme for Succos as well: can we not point to the following verse as
proof: (Vayikra 23, 43): In booths 1 housed the Jewish People after rescuing them from the land of Egypt.
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Translation: So onr view concerning the origin of reciting Hallel demonstrates that the recital of Hallel on
Succos was not linked to taking the Lulav. If the requirement to recite Hallel was based on the fact that
those who travelled to Y erushalayim came to sacrifice the Paschal Lamb, why was there no requirement that
Hallel be recited whenever any sacrifice related to a holiday was brought? Those sacrifices which needed to
be brought by those who travelled to Y erushalayim: for all of the three holidays were much more similar to
the sacrifice of the Paschal Lamb than was the obligation to take a Lulav.  Characterizing the recital of
Hallel as the song that must accompany the service in the Temple by those who travel fo Y erushalayim:
would ipso facto have had to include the special holiday sacrifices as well (yet, Hallel was not recited when
those sacrifices were brought).
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Translation: Now we can assert that we have in our possession an answer to a very puzling question: why
were the days of Pesach and the days of Succos treated differently in relation to the requirement to recite
Hallel? As we noted before: the Mitzvah of travelling to Y erushalayim for Pesach was only required for the
first day of Pesach (in addition to the day before when the Paschal Lamb was prepared). Concerning the
second day of Pesach and the remainder of Pesach the Torah provides: you shall awake in the morning and
return to your homes (Devarim 16, 7). Therefore, the obligation to bring holiday sacrifices (the sacrifices
upon appearing in the Temple, the holiday sacrifices and the requirement to eat the meat of peace offerings in
J0y) was required only on the first day of Pesach. Since the recital of Hallel on the first day of Pesach was
grounded in the Mitzvah of travelling to Yerushalayim and of bringing the holiday sacrifices, the complete
Hallel was recited only on the first day of Pesach. However concerning the holiday of Succos the
requirement to travel to Y erushalayim was in force all seven days of Succos as the Torah provides: seven
days you shall celebrate with G-d in the place that G-d shall choose (Devarim 16, 15). Therefore the
Mitzvah of engaging in Simcha (acts that promote joy) which was defined as eating the meat of sacrifices in
Yerushalayim were in force on each day of Succos. Therefore it is clear why the complete Hallel was recited
each day of Succos: not because of the requirement to take the Lulav in the Temple by those who came to
Yerushalayin, but because of the need to bring sacrifices that promote Simcha ( joy), which was a
requirement for those who travelled to Y erushalayim for the holidays.
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Translation: Therefore, it was the link between the recital of Hallel on Succos with the requirement to travel
to Yerushalayim for the holiday and the accompanying Mitzvos that was the basis for the requirement to
recite Hallel and not the possible link between Hallel and the taking of the Lulav. That explains why
Hallel was recited on Shabbos Chol Ha’Moed Succos and on Shemini Atzeres-days on which the Mitzvah
of Lulav was not performed. The Mitzvah of being joyful that flowed from travelling to Yerushalayim for
the holidays, which was fulfilled by eating the meat of the holiday sacrifices, conld be fulfilled even on
Shabbos and even on Shemini Atzeres. Just as they recited Hallel while eating the Paschal Lamb so too
they needed to recite Hallel in conjunction with the eating of the meat of the sacrifices as a reflection of their
J0y. It was the service in the Temple and the accompanying activities which were undertaken by the
commmunity as a whole which became the basis for reciting Hallel. "The same rationale explains why we
recite Hallel on Shemini Atzeres. We have already explained that the eighth day, Shemini Atzeres, was
perceived by the Ta’Naim as an inseparable part of the holidays of the month of Tishrei even though
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Shemini Atzeres was not part of Succos and none of the Mitzvos of Succos needed to be performed. Yet,
one was required to fulfill the Mitzvah of travelling to Yerushalayim for that day and one was required to
undertake acts that promote joy on Shemini Atzeres as well, which was fulfilled by bringing peace offerings
and holiday offerings. Now we can further explain why when speaking of Succos and Shemini Atzeres, the
Mishna combined the requirement of reciting Hallel with the requirement to undertake activities that
promote joy and provided that both must be performed for eight days. Those two requirements were joined
together, because the two developed from a common sonrce; the requirement to travel to Y erushalayin for the

holidays. Both Mitzvos needed to be performed for a total of eight days.
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Translation: The aforementioned difference between the first day of Pesach and the other days of Pesach
permits us to understand why we recite Hallel on the 15th day of Nissan while slaughtering the Paschal
Lamb (as opposed to reciting Hallel only while eating the Paschal Lamb). It too originated in the days of
the Second Temple and it also originated as a result of the requirement to travel to Yerushalayim for the
holidays and to bring the sacrifices related thereto. We can further apply our thesis to explain the
requirement to recite Hallel on Shavuos even though no references to a practice of reciting Hallel on Shavuos
while the Temple stood can be located. Our thesis allows us to suggest that the practice to recite Hallel on
Shavuos was instituted during the same period. The requirement to travel to Y erushalayim for the holidays
and to bring the sacrifices related thereto needed to be fulfilled on Shavuos as well. We can support that
statement based on how we explained the origin of Hallel. Even the reference to the Exodus from Egypt

that we include in Hallel on Shavuos should raise no concern becanse the Torah provided a requirement

that we perform acts that promote joy on Shavuos as a reminder of our Exodus from Egypt (Devarim 16,
12).
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