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Sephardim do not recite QY810 during {7 NN, However, on days like 2T N¥N5 N2,
they recite R'1°D but in other sections of the prayer service. The attached 8D, JIDM 117N,
authored by Rabbi Yehudah Ha’Levi to be recited on M2 N0 NI, is an example of such
a ©YD. Three different practices as to where the B85 of DM NN should be recited can be
found. In the version attached hereto, taken from a Spanish Portuguese M7°D published in
New York in 1820, the instructions provide that the 218 be recited in the middle of DAL
after the words: 12 2 and before the words: 3V 9Y31. Current Sephardic RYM7°D include
instructions to recite the B0 either before or after 7N NNAP. In the Italian Rite, the
YD is recited after the MALOT and after reciting the T3 12 for the congregation.

Rabbi Yehudah Leib Maimon in his book: RT3 %27 shares the following story about the
composition of this &0, Apparently, Rabbi Yehudah Ha’Levi was having trouble composing
a line for the letter “”” which he wanted to represent the thoughts of AN %12 who plotted
against EYNEAN '[‘??3 Rabbi Yehudah Ha’Levi settled on the following:

YD ,7DY 218 1105 NIB™N ¥P3,79D2 N2 2T DY ,NDY NI 15?35 pigi=h Enivinil

A9 N D 91

The Ibn Ezra who was student of Rabbi Yehudah Ha’Levi learned about the problem that
Rabbi Yehudah Ha’LLevi encountered in composing the line. The Ibn Ezra snuck into the
room where the manuscript was lying and inserted a different line:

A5 D DY ,0%AM HBDI N, DT SNT 1AM NN ANBES 09D 1D TN YN
Rabbi Yehudah Ha’Levi liked the replacement line so much that he offered his daughter in
marriage to the Ibn Ezra. Today some editions of the 218 include both lines as representing

the letter ‘9.

The MT'D from which the version of the 19 attached hereto was extracted was published in

New York by Solomon Henry Jackson!. Mr. Jackson is known for being the founder in 1823
of the first Jewish publication in America, an English language monthly, The Jew, and is further

known as being the first Jewish printer in New York City. His English translation of the '8
is worth reading if only to see the progress we have made in translating Jewish texts over the
past 200 years.

1. The complete MT*D can be downloaded from hebrewbooks.org.

VI11:28. copyright. 2011. a. katz For more information and to download back issues, please visit www.beureihatefila.com
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PUREEM. '

On the Subbath precechno- Pureem, when ydu come to O Lternal Self Ex.

lstence’ whois like unto thee?” before yous nay, “ who dehverer.h the poor,>

say ‘the following. ’
-Imj 1y Who is like unto thee ? sure]y there is. not any like thee :

who can be compared unto thee ? since there is not any
to be compared with thee.
rng (Lx.) O Lord! suffer not thy tender mercy to cease ;
. for thy truth is a strong fence, and a tower : the
strength of the poor hast thou been, and the refuge of the nee dy

when in tronble. In ancient time, in the days of my youth, the

spmt of the Eternal Self Existence spake by me: and although my
sins have caused my present captivity, still is my beloved Creaty,
mine, and still am I his. The good he hath. bountifully bestoweg
‘on me heretofore, is fully known to every reflecting mind : there-
fore, although troubles were near, still should Isay, happy are they
-who ttust ‘in him.. Every prophetxc ‘vision assures me, | shal}
qprmkle ‘the blood of mine adversdrnes, and exalt my banner : since
this is my God, in whom I'trust. This day will Iexplam emgmas

~ wonderful things, in which the understanding may trace the solua
tion of hidden events anciently ordained by him, who'formed me
from the womb, and whom I serve.  And it came to pass in the
-days of .Ahasuerus, a king exalted, and présiding high above each
prince and ruler, as the aspiring fir amoug the trees, and to whom,
the Eternal Self Existence had given repose. That he appointed

the third year of his reign to display his magniticence to his vyg. .

" gals ; when his pavements were inlaid with precious stones, and his
"floorings were formed of gold. He gave largesses to all the inhy.
bitants of Shushan, and received his guests courtecusly, as a bride-
groom, in the court and garden of the chosen palace of hig resi.
dence. * He decreed that e.l(,h man should act at pleasure ; neither
shoyld any one be pressed to drink more wine than he chose ; ;. but
that every one .should be served accordmg to his want and desire,
The guests were all assembled, and queen Vashti had also made @

feast for the women ; and the women’s feast, as well as the men’s
Jasted seven days. When tbe king’s heart being elevated thhvnne
he commanded Pushti, whose beauty charmed the . sluht to be
bmught into his presence: but she peremptorily refused, and witl;
arrogaﬁt pnde answered him, no! He requested the advice of those
who by- ofﬁce were seated near him; when Memuchan proficred
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SIS

his council ; the same is Haman, who was always prone to mis-
chief, and whose heart was the receptacle of iniquity. The exe-
cution of his counsels as laws, were a secret remedy for my peo-
ple : for had it not been for the first mandate, not a remnant of them
- had beenleft. The advice was to publish an edict to his numerous
subjects, commanding them to bring every beaﬁtif‘u],virgin. Sfound
amongst them to his presence, that he might quickly espouse her,
that should prove most pleasing in his sighl. Jt was then that g
branch of Jair shone forth with resplendent brightness; a raqce
who rejoice in virtue as a strong man to run a race: and thus did
the blossoms of the remedy bloom, before the wound was given,
for such is the wonderful mercy of the Eternal Self Existent,
Under the care of him whose name was Mordecai, was Had::ésah:
(the same is Esther) educated: a paragon of beauty, and unsullieq
as the sun: she was his uncle’s danghter, and upon the death of
her father and mother, he took and adopted her for his own. The
looks of Esther conciliated favour, and her captivation continued to
incréase when she was taken to a palace of the king’s, brilliang
with diamonds : and Mordecai said to her, go thither in peace, and
reverence him, for heis thy lord. Esther was adorned with righte-
ousness. throughout her reign ; and though she concealed hey peo-
ple and kindred, yet the king loved her, and exalted her dignity A
for from the Eternal Self Existent was this impulse to him, Mor:
decai, whose Sfame was as fragrant as a bundle of myrrh, by hig
vigilance discovered a conspiracy formed against the king, by the
chamberlains appointed to guard him : whe said, let us deal wisely
in this matter. Esther tenderly wispered this intelligence to the
king, in Mordecai’s name, and his deposition was recorded ina book .
the fact being enquired into, they were caught as the roebuck apg
the hart are ensnored in the mountains, were they seek their food,
They both were hanged on a tree, for Mordecai understood the
Janguage in which they consulted, when they purposed to mix for
the king a deadly draught: which, if they could persuade him to
take, they might easi]y overcome him, This salvation was pre-
served for the latest generation, written in the book of Chronicles:
that he might receive a reward and recompense from the king;
thus shall every man’s actions be repaid.
- After all these things, did king Ahasuerus promote Haman,
and advance him above all the princes ; exalting him as 5
mountain of strength. But Mordecai refused to bow down to the

wicked, who was of theseed of Amalek, who are perverse from the.
52
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203 . PUREEM,

womb : and this Haman was continually adding crimes to his trans.
gressions, so that the Eternal Self Existent would not pardon him.
On a day that all the king’s servants had bowed down to him, while
Mordecai walked upright in conscious innocence, he took occasion
from thence to contend with a people, poor and depressed, and to
seek an unjust quarrel with them. He devised things to perplex
him as thorns in his side : yet he despised in the arrogance of his
pride to exert his power against Mordecai alone ; but he that con-
temns the word of God, shall be destroyed. Having multiplied sjl-
ver and gold without measure, he thought in his mind, this purposed
time of destruction would afford him mirth; and thence took coun-
sel at a distance, to inherit possessions which were not his due, He
cast lots, and his hand fixed on the month Adar; being that in which

the father (1) of the testimony died. but he knew ‘not that in the

same he was born. O may the pangs of a woman in travail over-
take him! His inward purposes being those of a bear lying in wait,
he asked permission of his lord, that he also might devour with
teeth like those of a lion, and like the strong teeth of an old lion ;
saying, behold, there is a people, who are gone astray ; whose
customs are strange, and who disregard your laws ; wind they sow,
and surely they should reap the whirlwind, they raise no grain. |
have prepared silver to be sent into thy treasury, to purchase the
entire destruction of this abhorred nation: of every one whose
knees have not bowed down to Baal, and whose lips have not SAa-
lated him. Ten thousand talents of silver shall be sent to increage
the king’s treasures, if I may exterminate the whole house of Jo.
seph : the blow shall be struck at once, and not repeated. Apg
the king said to him, keep thy wealth, and this my ring I will place
on thy right hand, that thou mayest execute thy pleasure on thig
people, whose end is approaching, and whom none shall aid. Ha
went out, and assembled the king’s secretaries, who wrote what he
dictated, and despatches were sent to every province, by messerp.
gers riding on his camels. His mandate was in haste, saying, [ have
a vineyard of red wine to be pruned in one day; onthe thirteenth
day of Adar, begin, and finish; for I will not pass it over again.
Then Mordecai rent his clothes, and lamented bitterly before Goq
the captivity of Ariel :(2) saying, hath Israel no children 7(8) hath
he no heir? The remnant of our multitude will certainly be de-
stroyed :, but who hath- doomed the numbers of Jacob for a spoil,
‘nnd Israel to plunderers ; unless it be the Efernal Self Existent;

Sam
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he, against whom we have sinned ? When Esther’s maidens told
her this matter, saying, lo ! we heard dismal cries like those of the
owl in the wilderness ; and Mordecai passing by clothed in sack-
cloth, but we knew not what ailed him. She sent garments to
clothe him, but in the bitterness of his soul he would not receive
them ; then she sent Hatach to examine and enquire, that she might
know what had been done to him. He breathed his complaints to
Hatach, and mentioned the sum of money to be given: the edict
concerning them he sent, and commanded Estber to go and make
supplication to the king. She returned in answer, know, whoever
appreaches uncalled for, 78 certainly dead, unless such to whom
the king shall stretch forth his golden sceptre, when the person
draws near to do him homage. When that estimuble man hearg
the words of Hadassah, he exclaimed, alas! there is then no re-
fuge : T must support the anger of the Eternal Self Existent, for |
have sinned against him. He sent to her, saying, think not thou
shalt escape more than my people, by the protection of the king’s
palace ; for thou wilt perish, but my people may yet, perhaps, find
redemption, after they have been sold. From some other place
will he send his messengers of peace ; for he who maketh peace

among his exalted, hath not yet suffered his mercies to cease ; 1

will therefore trust in him.. And she answered him, go, gather alj
those who hope for redemption, and fast for me three days ang
three nights ; and seek mercy from the most high and tremendoyg
God, nor rest in silence. When God is sought, he should be sought
with the whole heart, for his mercy is moved unto the people whe
call on him; for he hath said, (1} I do fully remember him, whence

my bowels yearn towards him. On the third day she went, clothed

with grace, and appeared exceedingly lovely in the sight of the king . -
so that he despised every other over whom he reigned, and whop, .

he possessed  He said, thou most beautiful of women, thou lovely
plant, what is thy request ? for every thing awaits thy command ;
and she said, may the king come with Haman to the banquet I have
prepared for him. On the morrow she invited them again to the
hidden secret ; and Haman went forth joyous and exulting, that he
was ranked with kings, and participated in the sports of princes.
He assembled his friends. and Zeresh, his wife ; and told them his
glory and exaltation, whilst an evil decree hung over him ; for woe
be to him who increases his store by that which is not his own.
They advised him to construct a gallows fifty cubits high, to hang

A e e kT B
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thereon the most holy saint; (1) and to prepare it to his mind, he
ought to seek for a most able artificer. :
DN God who sought out his flock, caused the king’s sleep to be
disturbed, till be had the book of Chronicles searcher to-
wards morning ; by such hidden means doth the Eternal Self Exist-
ent muke known who are his.  For when he found therein the case
of Mordecai recorded,‘ he enquired ‘what honour and dignity had
been conferred on him ? to which they answered, it was not known
that any thing had been done for him. When this matter met the
‘ear of Haman, being asked what shall be done to the man, whom
the king delighteth to honour? he entangled himself by his owp
dictate ; thusis a fool’s mouth the instrument of his own destruc-
tion. He commanded to array him in royal apparel, and one of
the princes to go before him; his imagination ran in the dark, no
light being afforded him. The king returned, thou hast well saiq ;
then perform the utmost thou hast mentioned, unto Mordecai, the
Jew ; according to the judgment thou hast pronounced, according
to that judgment shalt thou act towards him. Mordecai then re-
turned to his charge, while Flaman hasted to his house, where Ze-
resh, his wife, and all his friends were assembled, for they came to
moura with him. His wise men well remembered the seed of
Jeshurun, (2) and rightly observed, if Mordecai is one of his song
before whom thou hast began to fall, thou shalt not prevail agains;
him. While his wise men were yet talking with him, the king’g
chamberlains came to hasten him away ; but he did not foresce that
his evil day was come ; the Eternal Self Existent derided him.
Before the banquet of wine was ended, the king said to his beaute-
ous queen, what is thy request? for every thing is nothing for thee:
then she wept, and addresed him thus : then let my life be granteg
me at my petition, and my people, O my lord, the king! at my re.
quest ; for we are sold to the adversary, who is a stranger to my
covenant ;(3) thou hast given him his heart’s desire on us. O whgg
delight can I enjoy after such an afftiction ? the deadly instrunents
of war are surely erected at each gate : the lion roars from the
wood, and will he not devour his prey ? To her he said, to which
of all my men, to which of my exactors, or creditors, have [ sold
you? She quickly answered, it is that wicked Haman, who hath
thus attempted to revenge bimself on a righteous nation ; but woe
‘to-the wicked, evil shall beful him, the work of his hands shall be-
rep:ﬁﬂ%ih. Inflamed with wrath, he aroge, and went into his gay-
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den, and at his return, saw him fallen on the seat ; (1) for heaven
revealed his iniquity, and the earth rose against him. One of the
chamberlains then 'discove;ed his crime, saying, behold, he haﬁ;
erected a gallows in his house, fo hang Mordecai : then the king
commanded that he should be hanged on the tree, which he had
prepared for him. Esther rose again to make intercession for her
people;-that the mischievous decree might be repealed: for God
had repented of this dreadful wound, and again healed them. 'The
copy of the writing was then drawn, that the Jews should be read
to avenge themselves of their enemies: thus the dread of Morde.
cai fell upon the rebels, (2) and he had peace. Thus was Morde.
cal appointed over the people not widowed, {3) ‘o be their saviour,
prince, and faithful intercessor, and he was set over the house of
Haman, and all that he had. 1 have sanctified an altar for mipe
adversaries, and prepared a slaughter for his children, for the inj-
quity of the murderer, their father; and these are names of those
‘bornto him. I have broken Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha,
Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vayez-
atha: neither was burial granted him. I have spoiled my spoilerg
and broken these who attempted to break me ; for the dying Wretct;
is risen from the grave, and the poor are escaped from theip oD~
prossor, and the fatherless who had none to help him. Let this be
written for the latest ages, andbe a memorial for our children’s chil-
dren : and whoever mentions it shall rejoice, and say, happy the
people with whom itis thus. - :
o "7:,& Eat and drink, my companions then, freely, and keep
. the days of Pureeu with joy : butin yeur mirth, ye.
member the poor, and send gifts to these who have not of their owp,_
" Aforetime the miracles of God have exalted me, and ledme through
the tempestuous waves of thesea: therefore have my inward parts
instructed me to wait on the Eternal Self Existent in silence, On
te day that Pharach came out after me, to tear my flack like a
~Tion ; the waves stood up as a wall; and they were shaken, be-
‘cause he was wroth. The enemy went in pursuit of his hgl'y peo-
ple: but my Rock sent bis cloud to separate them; to be a shade
for his head, and to deliver him. He led him through on dry lang,
_ whilst he terrified his adversaries . he separated him from his pur.
“suers, and precipitated them into_the nethermost depths; whep, -
f‘orming a safe recess for him in the rock. And when the sea re-
o b3
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SERV}CE FOR THE EVE OF PUREEM.
o N——— o S,
I ———

tarned impetuously, Pharaoh and all- his numerous host were
overwhelmed : for the sea had made heavy his proud chariots :
and he perceived he could not prevailover him. The mighty wheo
trod with strength, decreased in vigour : and they sunk like lead ig
the powerful waters, whilst those who sought the Eternal Self Ex-

istent, invoked his name with praise ; singing hymns unto him on .

the psaltery, and ten siringed instruments. He shewed us his won-
derful hand on the tremendous sea: O let us sing unto the Eterpaj
Self Existent, for he hath triumphed greatly : with hymns wilj
we'shout unto him. Their banners passed through on dry land -

_and before them went God, fearful in holiness : then they sang a new

song, who is like unto thee, among the mighty, O Eternal Self Ey.

istence !
[ Then say.] Who delivereth the poor, &c.

@-

FORM OF SERVICE FOR THE
EVE OF THE FEAST OF PUREEM.

f’IEJDL) To rur cnrer Musicran vron Averern Hasmacnan, (1)
A Psarym or Davin.—My God! my God ! why hast thoy

forsaken me ? why art thou so far from saving me, and Jrom the

words of my bitter complaint? O my God! I cry in the day-time
put thou answerest not : and in the night am 1 not silent. But thg;
art boly, O thou who inhabitest the praises of Israel. In thee did

- our fathers trust: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. The

v

cried unto thee, and were delivered: in thee they trusted, ang

were not confounded. But I am as areptile, and notaman: arpe.-

proach of men, and despised by all people. All they who see me.
scorn me; putting out the lip, and shaking the head. Throw thy-
self on the Eternal Self Existent, that he may deliver thee ; he will
deliver him, for be tlelighteth in him. For thou art he that toolk
me from the womb : thou didst give me hope, when I hung on my
mother’s breasts. - I was cast upon thee from the womb : thoy gyt
iny God from my mother’s womb. O be not far from me, for trog-

_ble is near; and there is none to help me. Many bulls haye en-

compassed me the strong b‘ulls of Bashan have beset me round.
"They opened their jaws against me, as a ravenous and roaring
lion. 1 am become as weak as water, and all my bones are dis-
jointed : my heart is like wax, it is melted in the midst of my en-
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208 SERVICE FOR THE EVE OF PUREEM.

re—ien oo e ————————————————
trails. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue
cleaveth to my mouth; and. thou hast brought me near the dust of
death. For dogs have eficompassed me; the assembly of the
wicked have enclosed me: as a lion have they seized my hands and
feet. 1 may number all my bones, they look and stare upon me.
They part my raiment among them, and cast lots for my garment.
But thou, O Eternal Self Existent! be not far from me’; O thoy
who art my strength, haste(en to my aid, deliver my life from the
gword : my soul (vx1.) from the power of the dog. Save me from
" the lion’s mouth : for thou hast delivered me from the horns of the
unicorns. I will declare thy name unto my brethren : in the Iidst.
of the congregation will T praise thee. Ye who fear the Eterna)

Self Existent, praise him : all ye seed of Jacob, glorify him ; and
reverence him, all ye seed of Israel, - For he hath not despiseq
nor abhorred the affliction of the poor; neither hath he hid hig
face from him, but when he cried unto him, he heard, Thou heg
given me occasion to praise thee in the great congregation: I wil}
pay my vows in the presence of those who fear him. The meek
shall eat and be satisfied ; they who seek the Eternal Self Existent
shall praise him : your heart shall be lively for ever. All the engs
of the earth shall remember and return unto the Etern_al Self Ex-
istent ; and all the families of the nations shall worship before thee,
For the kingdom is the Eternal Self Existent’s; and he governeth
the nations. All they who are fat upon the earth shall eat, and
worship him : @/l they who go down to the dust, shall bow down
before him ; for none can keep alive his own soul. A seed (1

shall serve him, itshall rehearse the praise of the Eternal Self Ex.-
istenf, from generation 1o ‘generation. They shall come, and shal}
declare his rightecusness unto people yet unborn, what he hath

done. :
Then say N»pb wonp and the Evening Service, *till in all the earth ; insertine
‘ovoitby in the avop Then say xbpb vp And the Reader reads the Book o?‘

_ Esther. Then say wyipanst. 5apnnenp and the following. '
ﬂ'byrgn “#gf A Sone oF DecreEs oF Davip.—~Israel may now
) say, but for the Eternal Self Existent, who was on
our side: .but for the Eternal Self Existent, who was on our side,
when men rose up against us; they had swallowed us up quick,
when their wrath was kindled against us. Then the waters had
overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul. Then the
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