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In last week’s newsletter, we learned the following:
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Translation: Rab once visited Babylonia and noticed that they were reciting Hallel on the day they
celebrated Rosh Chodesh. His first thonght was to stop them but when he saw that they omitted parts of
Hallel he remarfked: it is clearly evident that they are following an old ancestral custom. A Tanna taught:

An individual shounld not deliberately begin to recite the Hallel on Rosh Chodesh but once he begins he
should complete it.

The above excerpt from the NI/2J leaves several questions unanswered. Let us examine
one of those issues: as part of %22 37131 in which 9977 was recited M‘?"IJ, with omissions,
on WM N7, was a 7273 said just before beginning 55m? Because 27 classified the
recital of 112972 977 on WM WNT as 2 3N, 2 split in opinions developed as to whether
a 1272 should be said before reciting 1772 B
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Translation: In places where the holidays are celebrated for two days, it is customary to complete the Hallel
twenty-one days per year; i.e. on the nine days of Succos/ Shemini Atzeres, the eight days of Chanukabh, the
frst two days of Pesach and the two days of Shavuos. The recital of Hallel on Rosh Chodesh is a custom
and not a mitzvabh. The custom is only performed when ten men are present and parts of Hallel must be
onitted. A Bracha is not said before reciting Hallel on Rosh Chodesh because the recital of a Bracha
before performing a custom is not necessary. A person praying alone shounld not recite Hallel on Rosh
Chodesh. If an individual inadvertently began reciting Hallel on Rosh Chodesh, he may complete its recital
but he must omit the same parts of Hallel as are omitted when Hallel is recited on Rosh Chodesh with ten
men are present. A similar practice of omitting portions of Hallel is followed on all the days of Pesach
except for the first two days. RAVAD-The Rambam writes: The recital of Hallel on Rosh Chodesh is a
custom and shonld be recited only in the presence of ten men. That is why Hallel on Rosh Chodesh is
recited by omitting portions of Hallel and no Bracha is said before beginning Hallel. I say that this is not a
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concern. I already addressed this issue elsewhere (Hilchos Brachos, 11, 16). When the Rambam: states
that an individnal who starts to read Hallel may continue to do so provided that he omits portions of
Hallel, I do not agree. That individual may read all the portions of Hallel and should close with the recital
of a Bracha.

As the 772NA notes, the same issue appears as part of the following:
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Translation: All practices that are deemed to be customs, even when the custom originated among the
Prophets such as taking a willow on the Hoshana Rabba, and customs that were instituted by onr Sages,
such as reciting Hallel on Rosh Chodesh and on the intermediate days of Pesach, are not to be preceded by
the recital of a Bracha. Similarly on any occasion in which the person is unsure as to whether a Bracha is
necessary, he should omit the Bracha. A person should be careful not to recite any unnecessary Brachos
while at the same time pursuing opportunities to recite Brachos that are required. That would be in fkeeping
with what King David recommended: on each day 1 will find reasons to bless G-d. RAVAD-In my
opinion an argument can be made that it is not necessary to recite a Bracha before reciting Hallel on the
intermediate days of Pesach but concerning Rosh Chodesh, a Bracha shonld be recited before Hallel in order
to publicize the fact that the day is Rosh Chodesh. Our current practice is to recite a Bracha before Hallel
every time it is read. One should not compare the recital of Hallel with the taking of Hoshanos on
Hoshana Rabbah. The taking of Hashanos does not represent an act of praise or thanksgiving. What
purpose wonld there be in reciting a Bracha before taking the Hoshanos. But the recital of Hallel on days
of holiness on which the Mussaf sacrifice was brought represent the means by which we declare the sanctity of
the day. That is a correct practice and one is required to recite a Bracha before Hallel on those occasions.

The T7”2NA follows the opinion of B 13°29:
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Translation: Some point to the story abont Rav visiting Babylonia as supporting the position that a Bracha
should not be recited before performing a custom. A similar conclusion can be drawn from the Gemara in
Maseches Succah Daf 44b where we learn: Abaye said: I was standing by Rabbi Yitzchok when he was
brought some Hoshanos. He took them and struck them several times but did not recite a Bracha before
doing so. He understood that taking Hoshanos and striking them on Hoshana Rabba was a custom
instituted by the Prophets. Some conclude from that story that we should not recite a Bracha before
performing a custom. Nevertheless, Rabbenu Tam argued that it necessary to recite a Bracha before
performing a custom. 1f the story concerning Rav was meant to teach that one should not recite a Bracha
before performing a custom, then why did the Gemara tell us that he waited until hearing that the
congregation omitted parts of Hallel to conclude that they were following an ancestral custom, would he not
have known that it was only a custom if they had started Hallel without reciting a Bracha and had he
heard them recite a Bracha, he would have known that it was more than a custom? You might answer
that objection by saying that perhaps Rav did not enter the synagogue until after they had already started
Hallell If that were the case, then the Gemara shonld have said that he came to visit the synagogue and not
that he came to visit Babylonia! Since the Gemara does not say that they omitted the Bracha because it was
merely a custom, we can conclude that before performing a custom it is necessary to recite a Bracha. What
about the Gemara that provides that no Bracha is recited before taking Hoshanos on Hoshana Rabbah?
Some conclude from that source that it is not necessary to recite a Bracha before performing a custom! That
ruling was case specific to Hashonos. Taking Hoshanos is an act that involves only carrying. Before
performing an act like carrying, it is not necessary to recite a Bracha. But before performing other customs
such as reciting Hallel and those that are similar to it, certainly a Bracha must be recited. That is the
Halacha by which one should conduct himself. Based on this ruling a person should be careful not to talk
while reciting Hallel since he recites a Bracha before reciting Hallel. "Talking during the recital of Halle/
creates a prohibited pause. 1t appears to me that a person praying without a quorum of ten men is not
required to recite Hallel. However, if he wishes to obligate himself to recite Hallel, he may do so (and
would then be required to recite a Bracha before reciting Hallel).

Another view of the difference of opinion between the 8”229 and B 13°37:
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Translation: The Rif, Rashi and the Machzor V'itry all agree with the Rambam that it is not necessary to
recite a Bracha before Hallel on Rosh Chodesh.  But Rabbenu Tam wrote that it is necessary to recite a
Bracha since we do so on the second day of Yom Tov (which is also just a custom). The Sar MiKotzi wrote
that the Bracha before Hallel on Rosh Chodesh is not a Bracha in vain since the person is allowed to
obligate himself to fulfill a custom. That is similar to the practice by women who obligate themseles to take
the four species on Succos or to don Tefillin. "They are required to recite a Bracha before performing those
acts and we do not stop them from doing so. Also see Hilchos Tzitzis Chapter 3 Halacha 9. Rav Simcha
added that it is necessary to recite a Bracha before Hallel since it is an example of someone reading from the
Torah. He points to Maseches Sofrime which provides for the recital of a Bracha in advance of reading
Megilas Roos, Eicha and Shir ha'Shirin; i.e. Asher Kidishanu . . . Al Mikra Megila. Maseches Sofrin
requires a Bracha in those circumstances even though the requirement to recite such a Bracha is not
mentioned in the Gemara. Therefore, should we not say, that since our Sages accepted the obligation to
recite Hallel on Rosh Chodesh, they also obligated themselves to recite a Bracha before Hallel on Rosh
Chodesh. So we find written in Seder Rav Amrom Gaon that whoever is the prayer leader on Rosh
Chodesh must recite the Bracha of “Likros Es HaHallel” before Hallel and so it was written in the name
of Rabbi Chananel that even an individual must recite a Bracha before Hallel since the Mishna cantions
individuals not to talk in the middle of reciting Hallel. "The Mabaram M Rottenberg followed the custom
of reciting Hallel on Rosh Chodesh only if he was with a group of ten men. Under those circumstances, be
would recite a Bracha before starting Hallel.

Although the 8”217 presents a blanket prohibition against reciting a 273 before
performing a custom, some believe that the R”2!2%’s position that one should not recite a
11272 before reciting 251 involved some unique issues. Rabbi Alter Osher Yeshaya Blau

in an article entitled: 1712 9977, in @77, Volume 72-73, Elul 5762 (2001), page 138,
presents several of those issues:
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1. The following is the original soutce for this concept:
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Translation: Rabbi Y ossi said: May I be among those who complete Hallel each day. Is that so? Did Mar not say: whoever recites Hallel each day is
a heretic! Rabbi Y ossi was not speaking of Hallel Ha’Mitzri. Rav Yossi was speaking of the Hallel of each day; i.e. Pseukei D Zimra.
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Translation: In the end, we can suggest that Rav thought that those who recite Hallel at a time not set by
the Prophets, even without reciting a Bracha, are not acting properly. In doing so they were displaying some
signs of rebellion. As Rashi explains: “he who acts this way is displaying signs of rebellion: the first
Prophets established times to recite words of praise and thanksgiving. as we learned in the chapter entitled:
Arvei Pesachim (Daf 117a). He who chooses to recite Hallel whenever he wishes, not in the designated
times, is just someone who is singing a song of praise in order to ridicute” (Shabbos 118). Rabbenn Yona
satd: he who reads Hallel whenever e wishes . . . even without a Bracha is acting in a rebellions manner
(Rif Brachos, Chapter 8). That is why Rav considered interrupting the recital of Hallel until he saw that
they were omutting parts of Hallel. 'That was the signal to him that they were following an ancestral
custom.”
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Translation: In truth we can challenge those who hold like the Rambam and the first opinion in Tosafos’
that it is not necessary to recite a Bracha before performing a custom by asking: is not the omission of the
Bracha before Hallel on Rosh Chodesh enough of an indication that a custom is being performed; why is it
then necessary to also omit portions of Hallel? If not for the omission of portions of Hallel, despite the
teaching of Abaye', we might think that those who recite Halle/ on Rosh Chodesh hold from the opinion of

2. 'This represents an additional difference in custom between PRI PN 2732 and D233, Itis possible to suggest that
the practice of not reciting a 7273 before fulfilling the M¥M of QYWD NNY® MDD follows SN PN 3722, In truth, we
are reciting a 13793 for the MY of DIV NNYY DD but it is recited just after completing the M¥M; i.e.the 7373 of 5N
DN, This is line with our practice in NI n%5n and M27Y 198N, In both, we do not recite the 1373 for
performing the MY of QYW NNYYY NI until after performing the MBMA. Here too, it is the M373 of 582 BN One
can argue that because 5" used the same concluding 1393 for both MM that they are really not two different NNY¥A but
are essentially the same M¥MA.

3. See page 2 herein.
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Transtation: MISHINA: In places where it was customary to recite some of the verses of Hallel responsively, it is permissible to recite the verses
responsively. In places where it was customary to recite none of the verses of Hallel responsively, it is permissible to recite none of the verses responsively.
In places where it was customary to recite a Bracha, it is permissible to recite a Bracha. GEMARA: Abaye said: the statement in the Mishna
concerning a Bracha is limited to reciting a Bracha after Hallel. Reciting a Bracha before Hallel is a Mitzvah based on the ruling of Rav Yebudabh in
the name of Shmuel: A Bracha for performing a Mitzvah must be recited before performing the Mitzvab.
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Rav Huna found in the Talmud Y erushalmi that it is sufficient to recite a Bracha while performing a
Mitzvah, at any time while the Mitzvah is being performed including just after the Mitzvah is completed,
rather than reciting a Bracha just before performing a Mitzvab. In the alternative they conld hold like the
Sefas Emes who said that Hallel requires no Bracha becanse not all Mitzvos require that a Bracha be said
before performing them or they were simply acting incorrectly as Rashi explained that they were reciting
Hallel at an undesignated time acting like someone who recites a song as an of ridicule and even withont

reciting the Bracha (Rabbenn Y onah).
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Translation: Therefore the Rambam held: Therefore, Hallel is to be recited on Rosh Chodesh with

omissions (in order to demonstrate that it is being done as a custom) and no Bracha is recited because it is
not necessary to recite a Bracha before performing a custom.

In addition to the practice of the R”2137 not to recite a 272 before saying 1772 551 on
YN N7 and the opinion of BN 1337 to recite a 272 before saying 1972551 on
LTI YN, we also find the custom among some Sephardim that on @57 ©N7 they
change the opening 1373 for 2971 from 2977 NN =135 to 9917 NN K. The reason
for the change in the wording of the 292 may be to highlight the fact that reciting 55m
on M &N is only a custom.

Let us close by examining the instructions found in several Sephardic R*™M7°D:
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Translation: Siddur With The Nusach of Some Sephardic Communities-On those days on which we recite
the complete Hallel, even a person praying alone recites the opening and closing Brachos of Hallel. On days

on which Hallel is recited with omissions, neither an individunal nor the congregation recite a Bracha either

before or after Hallel.
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Transiation: Siddur Nusach Of The Jews Of Morocco-On the days in which we recite Hallel with
omissions only the prayer leader recites the opening and closing Brachos of Hallel. An individual praying
alone does not recite the opening and closing Brachos of Hallel. Baruch Ata . . . Likro Es Ha’Hallel.
On the days in which we recite the complete Hallel, we change the ending of the Bracha to: 1.i’Gmor Es
Ha’Hallel.
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