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WHY THE 1272 OF n12%2 WAS COMPOSED

The third and fourth M272 of the current version of ALY AN ADM on NIV VNI provide
examples of the practice that 911 followed of combining M372 within MAYY AL, We had
previously identified that practice when we concluded that we combine the M2392 of DY NP
for NAL and 2 0 when M 0 falls on a NAY. We also witnessed that practice when we
studied that PN "IN 2738 never deviated from reciting eighteen M2373 within the daily M3
nIeY. While reviewing each of those circumstances, we neglected to ask the following question:
why did 9" combine M273? Why not recite ten MM as part of MAEY ML ADI on WNRA
MA¥T rather than nine? The fact that Y713 12 13MY %27 and N2%PY °27 disagreed only as to the
placement of the 1272 of P35 but not as to the number of M7 is evidence that the number
of M7 to be recited comprised an essential element of the 1280, In the following excerpt we
see that the NI justifies the recital of a specific number of N1273 in various forms of MVAY
wY:
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Translation: To what do the seven Brachos of Shemona Esrei recited on Shabbos correspond? Rabbi Halefta ben
Saul said: To the seven voices mentioned by David commencing with ‘on the waters’ (Tehillint 29). To what do the
nine Brachos recited in the Rosh Hashona Shemona Esrei correspond? Isaac from Kartignin said: To the nine times
that Chana mentioned the Divine Name in her prayer, for a Master bas said: On Rosh Hashona, Sarah, Rachel
and Hannab were remembered. "To what do the twenty-four Brachos of Shemona Esrei recited on a fast day
correspond? Rabbi Helbo said: To the twenty-four times that Solomon used the expression ‘prayer’ ete. on the
occasion when he brought the ark into the Holy of Holies. If that is so, then let us say them every day? Answer:
when did Solomon say them? On a day of supplication. We too say them only on a day of supplication.

The fact that 13 12 137y °27 and N2°PY *27 did not disagree as to the number of N1372 to be
recited as part of MY AN on MIWH YNT is a basis to suggest that the 723793 of NY25 was a
later addition to MY 3L O on MW WNA. Otherwise, why did 2”11 not include 117251
as a separate 127237 Perhaps the practice of reciting nine NM272 within Y A ADM2 on
MR NS was so entrenched that when the [1293 of N35! was composed, 5”1 had no choice
but to combine it with another 272 so as to not confuse the public about the correct number of
M272 to recite in FARY MDY on MW WNA. 911 faced a similar situation when they
introduced the 273 of Q327 N272 to the daily ALY AN, DN "IN 3738 chose to
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combine two M1272, MMY NN and Y927 11393, in order to maintain eighteen M371 in the daily
Y M. They, too, may have been concerned about confusing the public.

Is there support for the assertion that the practice to recite nine M272 as part of ML ADID
AA2Y on MIWA WNA was entrenched before the era of ¥M3 12 13M° °27 and N2%PY 37?7 The
following provides such support:
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Translation: When the holiday of Rosh Hashonah falls on a Shabbos, Beis Shamai hold that Tefilas Mussaf
consists of ten Brachos. Beis Hillel say that it consists of nine Brachos. When Yom Tov falls on a Shabbos, Beis
Shamai hold that Shemona Esrei consists of eight Brachos-the middle Bracha for Shabbos and the middle Bracha
of Yom Tov are both recited but we recite the middle Bracha for Shabbos first. Beis Hillel say: it consists of seven
Brachos. The middle Bracha of Shemona Esrei opens with a reference to Shabbos and closes with a reference to
Shabbos with the middle consisting of the declaration of the sanctity of Yom Tov. Rabbi says the middle Bracha of
Shemona Esrei on Yom Tov when it falls on a Shabbos concludes as follows: Baruch Mikadesh Ha'S habbos
VY isroel V" Ha’Zmanim.

Apparently, as early as the era of 55 and "B, the number of M373 to be recited as part of
ALY A on MY WNA had been fixed at nine.

Another basis to argue that the 2373 of 1192513 was a later addition to Y ML on ¥R
MY can be traced to the following source:
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Transitation: Mishna: The following are the additional six Brachos that are added to Shemona Esrei: verses of
Zichronos, verses of Shofaros, and these chapters of Tebillim: (Lebilline 120) In my distress I called unto the Lord;
(Lebillime 121) 1 will lift up miine eyes unto the mountains etc.; (Tehillim 130) Out of the depths have I called Y ou,
O Lord; (Tebillim 102) A prayer of the afflicted when he faints. Rabbi Judah says: he need not recite the verses of
Zichronos and Shofaros, but instead he should recite the following scriptural passages, (Melachim 1, 8, 37) If there
be in the land famine, if there be pestilence; (Yirmiyabu 14, 1) The word of the Lord that came to Y itrmiyahu
concerning the droughts; and then he should recite the concluding Brachos for each.

Evidence exists that at one time many followed the practice of fasting on MM WNRA. That would
explain why the M272 of MNAIT and MDY were added to the MAEY ML recited on N7
MA@, The 7292 of nv:‘m, however, was not a part of the MY NIV that was recited on a
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MY NV and therefore would not have been part of the TY ANAY of MW WA when it
was first compiled.

What possible circumstance could have led to the inclusion of the 12923 of 1251 into the MM
AOeY on MW WNT? The placement of the following M¥* immediately after the MM which

describes the order and the content of the M2372 for ALY AN on MIWH WNRT may provide the
historical background:
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Transiation: We include Shofar blowing while the second service (Mussaf) is being led on Rosh Hashonah. On days
when Hallel is said, it is recited by the leader of the first prayer service.

Why was 91 NY*PN postponed until DM n98n? Various reasons are presented:
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Transitation: What special reason is there for blowing Shofar during the leading of the second service? Y ou must say
that it is based on the rule known as “in the multitude of people is the king's glory.” (More people are present in
synagogne when Tefilas Mussaf is recited than when Tefilas Shacharis is said). But if that be the rule, then why is
Hallel not also recited by the leader for Tefilas Mussaf for the reason of: ‘in the multitude of people is the king's
glory’? Should you say, however, that there is a special reason why Hallel is said by the first, because the zealons
perform their religions duties as soon as the time for performing the religions duties has arrived; if that be the case,
then let the blowing of the Shofar be performed by the first because of the same reason that the Zealous perform their
religions duties as soon as the time for performing the religions duties bas arrived! Rabbi Y ochonon replied: They
made this rule at a time when the ruling Government had issued a decree prohibiting the blowing of the Shofar.
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Transtation: Rabbi Y aakov son of Echa on the name of Rabbi Yochonon said: this rule was instituted as a result of
a tragedy that occurred. Once when they blew Shofar as part of Tefilas Shacharis, the enemies of the Jews mistook
the sound of the Shofar as a call for the Jews to attack them. To defend themselves, the enemies of the Jews attacked
first and killed many Jews. Shofar blowing was then moved to Tefilas Mussaf. When the enenies of the Jews saw
that the Jews first recited Kriyas Shema, then said Shemona Esrei and read from the Torah, and then began a

second service, all before blowing the Shofar, the enemeies of the Jews recognized that what they were witnessing was
the performance of a ritual and not a call to war.
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Transiation: Rabbi Pinchas said in the name of Rabbi Y ehudab son of Levi in the name of Rabbi Alexander: Why
do the Jews not blow Shofar in Tefilas Shacharis but wait to blow Shofar in Tefilas Mussaf? So that by the time
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those congregated are standing awaiting their judgment, they will be doing so after fulfilling many Mitzvos. 1t is
likely that after having fulfilled so many Mitzvos, they will receive a favorable judgment.

The 11273 of NP5 may have been added to the MY MM on MW WNT because of T,

religious persecution. One other practice involving the recital of 1951 was instituted at
approximately the same time:
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Transtation: 1t was stated above: Ray said that any benediction in which the Divine Name is not mentioned is no
benediction. Rabbi Y ochonon, however, said: Any Bracha in which G-d's Kingship is not mentioned is no Bracha.
Abaye said: the opinion of Raw is the more probable. For it has been tanght: 1 have not transgressed any of Y our
commandments, neither have 1 forgotten them. This means: ‘1 have not transgressed’ by not blessing Youn, ‘neither
have I forgotten’ to mention Y our name therein. Of sovereignty, however, there is no mention in that verse. Rabbi
Yochonon, however, reads: Neither have 1 forgotten’ as representing that I have not forgotten to mention Y our name
nor Your Sovereignty therein.

Why would 571 have reacted to a period of religious persecution by asking the community to
include statements about G-d’s Kingship in their 1293 and M>ON? DIDPBIN ﬂ5’3b, a
document consisting of seventy-four R'PYDD that at one time was read in synagogues on DAY

131 after 1M N9DN, contains a P08 that portrays the basis for the religious persecution that
took place before the rise of Christianity. At that time, religious persecution was inflicted not
because of religious differences but for political gains, as a means of defeating an enemy.

According to DIDVDIN n‘mra, DIDPBIN convinced his followers to invade PN "IN for the
following reason:
02 ™53 13052 10hY iy o DN, D b Beabnm A oeh oobr on an ()
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Transiation: They look forward to the day when kings and government officials will be crushed, saying: ‘O that our
king might reign over us, that we might rule the sea and the land, so that the entire world wonld be onrs.”

DI2YBIN and his followers misunderstood some of concepts that later entered Jewish liturgy such

as what we include in F2TP: 1WA TP EPIPS 13003 29993 ,1182 79BN M. They viewed it

as a prayer by the Jewish People that a day arrive when through the efforts of G-d, the Jewish
People will dominate the other nations and control the world. In other words, they viewed the
Jewish religion as fueled by political goals. Similarly, the Romans conducted religious persecution

both before and after the destruction of the WP N°2 to prove to the Jewish people the futility
of their striving to reach their political goals through the practice of their religion. To counteract
that view of Judaism, “"m instituted the practice of adding Ma%1 to most M313. In addition,
they added the 11372 of M1Y2%1 to WY MY on MW WNRA. 911 may have further
introduced the concept of NI WNT as a coronation day for G-d, a characteristic of M3 WNRT
not disclosed by the ™MN.
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