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THE PRAYERS RECITED BEFORE 222 P'PN-ASHKENAZ

Ashkenazim introduce the 22117 NW'PN by reciting Chapter 47 of ooomn: e v125 meanb
A1 seven times. It is not clear why the chapter is recited seven times. The former Chief
Sephardic Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef on page "W of his volume entitled: RYN711 QY129,
in his series: 72V 1917, disagrees with those who recite the chapter seven times:
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Translation: 1t is customary that the one sounding the Shofar recites prayers and supplications before sounding the
Shofar in the hope that the sounds of the Shofar will be viewed favorably by G-d. He should say the chapter of
Tebillim that begins: Kol Ha’Amim Tikn Chaf because within that chapter we find the verse: G-d will rise by the
sound of the Ternah, G-d by the sound of the Shofar. [In Midrash Tebillim (47) we learn: what is the meaning of
the words: G-d will rise by the sound of the Ternah? G-d first sits on the throne of strict judgment. Once the Jews
sound the Shofar, G-d rises from His throne of strict judgment and sits on His throne of compassion, as it is
written: G-d by the sound of the Shofar-that means with compassion as it is written: G-d, G-d of compassion and
pity]. Chapter 47 of Tebillim is recited once and not more in order not to inconvenience those congregated.

On page 510 of his M3 PN BB A1, Rabbi Yaakov Weingarten introduces the
recital of VAN AP 9325 M¥Y with the following note:
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Translation: Before sounding the Shofar, some say Chapter 47 of Tehillim seven times. The Siddur of Rabbi
Koppel and the Siddur of Rabbi Shabtai provide that this chapter of Tebillin: should be recited before sounding the

Shofar because in this chapter of Tebillim the name of G-d, Elokim, appears seven times. By reciting this chapter
we cause the cancellation of negative verdicts and improve onr overall verdict. We further cause G-d to judge us

1. Rabbi Yosef in a footnote provides support for his position that concern needs to be shown for the community:
27D By T MY PNaw 87N D03 I UM (777 D) 707 BN MR AR 1 M0 W D D N
WPNE AT02 DOYPIN W NI 1Y, DN MW N MAnR (AN BYD) 7w nrabns DRI T ,MIN2

28T NN e Ko 121373 ,2@107T MYPN2 AMNT 12 BN YT INDY 120 1o NON 2wrnT npn
Translation: Come and see the amonnt of concern onr Sages demonstrated on not inconveniencing those congregated from what the RIF wrote (end
of Maseches Rosh Hashonah): it was the custom in all Jewish communities of his era that the sounds of the Shofar issued during the recital of
Mussaf Shemona Esrei were the following: after the Bracha of Malchiyos, one blast of Tekiab, Shevarim Ternab, Tekiab; after the Bracha of
Zichronos, one blast of Tekiah, Shevarim, Tekiab; and after the Bracha of Shofaros, one blast of Tekiah, Ternah, Tekiah. By right they should
bave issued the same number of blasts that they had sounded before Mussaf Shemona Esrei (i.e. each set three times). However, since those
congregated had already fulfilled their Toralh mandated Mitzvah of Tekias Shofar with the blasts that had been sounded before Tefilas Mussaf, our
Sages decided to minimize the number of blasts sounded during Mussaf Shemona Esrei 50 as to not inconvenience those congregated.
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not by the rule of strict judgment but by the rule of compassion. The words of this chapter of Tehillim improve the
results of our judgment and as a result, we exit with a verdict of innocence.

Is there a reason given for reciting MMM [P v125 M2I17 seven times? Rabbi Yechiel Goldhaber
in his book: m‘wnpﬂ 21312 98D, Volume 2, page 64, provides the following justification:
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Translation; Our teacher, the anthor of the book: Beis Yisroel, provided a positive reason for reciting Chapter 47
seven times before sounding the Shofar. That reason is based on what onr Sages taught (Succah 52a): “the evil
inclination has seven names.” Our Sages were indicating that the evil inclination has seven means by which it can
canse man to sin. Therefore we need to recite G-d’s name of Elokim 49 times because we bave unfortunately sunk

to the 49th level of uncleantiness. "To remedy that problem, we ask G-d to lift us from those 49 levels of
uncleanliness and to then carry us forward throngh 49 gates of holiness-Beis Yisroel 1 olume 6, page 101.

When did the practice to recite M AP v125 M¥1% before 1D PPN begin? Rabbi
Goldhaber on page 62 of his book provides the following:
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Translation: The practice to recite all of Chapter 47 of Tehillin before Tekias Shofar is found for the first time on
page 501 of a Machzor that follows the Syrian Rite, published in 1V enice, 1526. The paragraph was recited in
adpance of their reciting Chapter 51 of Tebillim beginning with the third verse (Chaneini Elokim K'Chasdecha) ete.

According to Rabbi Goldhaber, the practice spread sometime later:
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Translation: Nevertheless, the recital of Chapter 47 (Livnei Korach) spread among Enropean communities much
later under the influence of the followers of the AR, Prior to adopting that custom, they were already following the
practice of reciting several verses. "The first European book to incorporate the practice was the book: Shem Tov
Ratan, published in Zulbach in 1705. Under the heading: the secret of the meaning of the Tekios we find written:
before sounding the Shofar, recite Chapter 47 of Tehillin seven times and then the verses that represent the
abbreviation: Kr”a Sata”n. He is thus assured that he will canse G-d to judge hin not by the rule of strict
Judgment but by the rule of compassion. He annuls the mask of iron and closes the month of Satan who is argning
against him . . . The practice of reciting the chapter s later found in the book: Chemdas Y amim which was first
published in the year 1731. From there the practice spread through many Jewish communities. Interestingly, this

requirement is not found among the writings of the AR’ who does, however refer to the practice of reciting the verses
of Kr”a Sata’n before sounding the Shofar.
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Rabbi Goldhaber further notes that in much earlier 217D, no references are found to a
requirement that QY2105 be recited before DI NY'PN. One of the earliest 2YMT'D to include
the recital of any R¥21D8 before IDW NY'PN was the DATNTAN:
51P1 PRIZAD AN AN 25N 5D 372 MR- BN NDDN 9T0 D TAN 19D
M7AN N2 T2 PN DT :npn‘v UPINM T T2 AN N DWW BN WPN N 0w
2D )yt vapN

Translation: The prayer leader recites the verses: Alah Elokim B Teruab ete., B'Chatzatzros VKol Shofar, etc.
(Lebillim 98, 6) and Tiku Ba’Chodesh Shofar, etc. (Tehillint 81, 4) Then the one who is to sound the Shofar
Stands and before sounding the Shofar recites the following Bracha: Baruch Ata . . . 1.i*Shmoa Kol Shofar.

Rabbi Goldhaber points out that the 97199N is the one who suggested reciting the Y"7p P0D
1"B%. What are the "BE Y"7P )PIDD? They are the RPIDD that the YPIN DY3 recites before
reciting the 573 of M2 71 v
Rinhial veRintnile e b S abli nlol Qi ali ol v bdln)
SpTE pawn 53875 NBR 72T WA
DT DY 5N, 2m5 7Y 30
.21 55w Nema NN by ois e
SPIANT T RSN 00 23nb Ny oye 2w
235 LD =Y NI ARD D M2ATI
The abbreviation |"B¥ V"D consists of the first letters of each of the above R'P1DD. The words:
1708 VAP literally mean: rip Satan. In other words: do not hearken to the words of Satan. That
group of R'PIDD is generally introduced by the PIDS:
4= A 2D LAY NP ARRA R

The practice of reciting the "B V"2 Y2101 antedated the practice of reciting MAP 1125 MR’
Y2172, Rabbi Goldhaber provides the following on page 63:
727,300 aakin 2PV 972 I v27% Mo [“Al4i}> =] FILNAD 1IN 1708 Y7AP P00
Niaj=ly I phtigal

Translation: The verses whose first letters combine to create the abbreviation: Kr”a Sata’n is found for the first
time in the book: Shoshan Sodos authored by Rabbi Moshe son of Y aakov Ha'Gola from Kiev which was written
mn 1508.

Rabbi Goldhaber overlooks the N2 T published in Mantoba in 1560 as an early source in
which WM 792 v125 M¥M7 was recited before 1D DYPN on MAWA BNA. Figure 1 (next
page) depicts the page on which MMM [P 1125 MR is presented. Apparently it was their
practice to recite it just before MMM NNYP on MW BNT. Why was it recited before NNYP
A7NT? Let us begin by noting the link between 9% NY'PN and PRAvy NTPY:
— 7998 5 DN PYPIN M7 IMAN 127 NN Y T §T AT WA Do 0923 Twabn
JBFNAN 12 DS ARy 02D MINY 112,908 D 9Dra 305 WoN (NI TN BT TeN
2105 DIMEY BATPY 128D DYDY 3N mHYm
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Translation: Rabbi Ababu said: Why do we sound a
Shofar that has been extracted from a ram on Rosh
Hashonah? G-d said: sound a Shofar extracted from a
ram so that I will remember in your favor Afkeidas
Yitzehok, son of Avrobom. 1 will deem your sounding the
Shofar as if you all laid ont yourselves to be sacrificed in
front of Me.

That statement in the N7 may have the basis for
the practice to recite AN [P 9325 AR
before TN NNAP. The AMNT NNAP on
AT WNA is different from the TN INYAP
that is performed on other holidays. On &N
N, we do not read an excerpt from the MM
that includes a reference to MW NI, Instead
we read about the birth of PF¥* and then NTPY
Py, We can characterize that type of NNY2
AN as representing a bR, If we view

FMINT AR on M3 BN as a 199N, we may
be able to explain the order as set forth in the
NI AR, Since both the AN INYP on

MW NT and the 99 NYPN are thematically
linked to PARY NTPY, then DWW NYPN should
follow MMNT NNYAR without interruption. The
order set forth in the N9 MM also serves as a

reminder as to the purpose of our prayer on ¥N7

P, The theme of MBI M9 2325 MR is
summarized in the following verse:
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All the nations will applaud G-d, and will call out
to G-d in a beautiful song.
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Figure 1

On MW7 ©N7 we pray that a time arrive in which the whole world recognizes G-d as King. That

is why we perform 9% NYPN. That is why we recall PR%° NPV, As a result of the long and
difficult Jewish Diaspora, all of those activities took on a second meaning; as a prayer that each of
us live for one year more.

2. TIMNN NNP serves a similar purpose on a N2 NYYN. On those days we recite the portion from the M7 that includes
the M7 2”9, The fact that several of the Q'PIDD within the TNNT NNYID on a MY NP are recited responsively
confirms that the TN NN*AP on those days represents a mo8n.
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