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THE FIRST 7292 OF Y2 MNP FOR MAnw n%5n ON Mo oY

The following 12372 opens the YA ANRYAD M2I72 for NI Nn55N on MDD Y, as part
of TIDWN MDII:

DODMAM 239 INDY ,DOMN MR 1S DT BT 70 1T —N 1 NN Na

DYIN DM XN 29 NN DO NN N2 DS Y TR0 NI ,TIN R NmoDD

A7 AN DEND

I could not find any early Rabbinic literature that objected to reciting the 2923 even
though it appears that the 1292 represents a change in the 2927 Y3WM of the M2723:
N 8. I did, however come across a note about the practice of Rabbi Joseph
Soloveitchik, 2”1, as concerns this 273, that appears in the 9% 2199 2977 NTIDR .

Hanhagos HaRav no. 57: The Rav held that the usual blessing of N71237 7N 7%y
DM NN N2 DB Y ,T&M is recited as on any other day. He did not say the

special text of 85 MBI ... or the phrase starting D‘?W TN and omitted all of the

poyuttin in the Blessings of the Shema section of Shacharis. This is in accordance with
the practice of the Vilna Gaon (see Maaseh Rav Sec. 214), which the Rav believed was
also the practice in the Yeshiva of Volozhin. (See Teshuvos Mashiv Davar 1:13
regarding the custom in Volozhin). According to this view, one is permitted to add
special inserts only in the Shemona Esrei, as the Baraisa in Maseches Sofrim (19:8) allows
(R’ Menachem Gopin; Nefesh Ha'Rav, p. 181).

What is the source for the M292? The following represents an early reference to it:
iniiminin il L) whlginhinly nvab AR~ mm'ﬁ—'mpn 2D NI N2DR—'2 P%ﬁ 792NN
TP .21 NG M S Tan 129P3 ﬂﬁp5 DO1ILY MDY AN QYA
DOBMN PR 125 MBI BT 750 15N 2 IRR N2 N M b
YIANT NIWNY D0 I NI 27901 OND BB RO NI2N2T ANIYAT P
AMIDM AANDT 129 9P 1A AP DMND 1A MR, e N on
DM DR 15
Translation: The next morning, we rise early to go to synagogue. We recite the Birchos Ha'Shachar and
the same form of Pseufeir D Zimra as we do on each Shabbos but we do not recite the order of sacrifices
until daylight appears. "The prayer leader then steps forward and says: Baruch Ata Hashem Elokeinu
Melech Ha’Olam Ha’Posaich Lanu Sha’Arei Rachamim (who opens to us the doors of compassion). In

the Jerusalem Talmund, Maseches Ta’Anis and Maseches Brachos, the Talmud asks: what is Ne’Eilah?
The Talmud answers, that word represents the closing of the gates of Heaven. Others explain that it

1. R. Eliezer ben R. Yoel Halevi, Ra'avyah, was born ca. 1140 in Mainz, Germany, and passed away in Cologne, ca. 1220. His
father, R. Yoel Halevi, and his grandfather, R. Eliezer ben R. Nathan (Ra'avan), were noted German Tosafists. Ra'avyah
studied Torah with them and with other distinguished scholars of his generation.
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represents the closing of the gates of the public area in the Beis Hamikdash which they wonld open in the
morning and close in the evening. 'That is why the prayer leader begins with the Bracha of “He who opens
the gates of compassion.”’
The 1272 is also referred to by the RY1AMN, as in the following:
PR 125 MNIDM MWIN N2 LS NANT P AMDY—='270 12D 21 IMN ¥1ab
JO00D T2 N 1Y AT

Translation: The ark is opened in advance of the prayer leader reciting the Bracha of Ha Poseach Lann
Sha’Arei Rachamim ete. and when he completes its recital, the ark is closed.

The dearth of comments concerning the 293 may be the result of the 12723 being
recited only by those who adopt the practice of reciting RYVD; i.e. MANY, within the
M1373 of P ANYY in ™A M990 of 192 BY. Those who do not recite MY,
including Sephardim, say the standard 72372 of NN ¥, Here is the opinion of one
Rabbinic authority who opposed the practice of reciting RYD within the M1273 of
YO NN
AP BM2TBY NPDh MANPT DY P AN NPEaDY—" 119D M 3D
52 [T AP KDY DM PAD D2TAW MR WADI DR DY I 8D TR
v195 NN X1 51 21 ARIND BN N D 119313 51 ;Da KDY A9ANa R
'2% 537 I 13 1AM 19737 2ANAS 8D TRM NI IR %Y A1 D
1355 1PN B NN B D ANY LD B 137D 137 1KY N FPDDT AWM T
PPV IRTNT DIDNDY PDOM MR NINT 7 FPDDMR MR AR RO Mxen

571 5aN 13 33 19T 13 23 ,71972 0395 AR B N UMD 13982 NS

Translation: At first they composed Piyuttim for the Brachos of Kriyas Shema whose theme was creation
and not the special occasion of the day. Then they started to compose Piyuttin whose theme was the special
occasion of the day and did not refer to creation at all, neither in the opening lines of the Piyyut or as part of
its closing lines. Therefore it is preferable to say the opening line of Obr Olam B’Otzar Chayim and the
Piyyut that follows before reciting the Bracha of Yotzer Obr and to not say the Bracha first as many do
because the Piyyut is considered an improper interruption since the theme of the Piyyut is the special occasion
of the day. Adding the line of Obr Olam as an introduction just so that a reference to creation is made
before reciting the Piyyut is insufficient. 1t is better to resolve any questions concerning the propriety of
saying the Piyuttim by following the practice we outlined above: i.e. to say the line of Obr Olam and the
Piyyut before saying the Bracha of Yotzer Obr. That is how my father, 3l conducted himself.

It would appear that the 17”2N%, R. Eliezer ben R. Yoel Halevi, born ca. 1140 in Mainz,
Germany, and who died in Cologne, ca. 1220, and R. Menachem ben R. Yosef ben R.

2. R. Menachem ben R. Yosef ben R. Yehuda Chazan (Chazon) was a rabbi in the city of Troyes, in northern France; he lived
about a century after Rashi.
3. Rabbi Menachem Chazan is indicating that the reason why the line of 277 9¥IN2 B9 "IN is recited as an introduction is

to include the theme of creation no matter what the theme of the 8.
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Yehuda Chazan (Chazon), a rabbi in the city of Troyes, in northern France, who lived
about a century after Rashi, and the author of the book: &1 27D, were contemporaries

but followed different practices concerning the 7373. In the excerpt found in the M”°2aN",
cited above, the M”2N"A seems to acknowledge that some objected to the practice of
reciting AV as part of the MM of VAW NNAP in NMIAL NN of NP2 2. He
then attempts to justify the practice by comparing N N8N of 920 to NP0
A2, 1£99p3 NhoN represents the moment when the gates of Heaven are closing, then
DM 1250 on M9'3 BY stands for the moment when the gates of Heaven are opening.
In his opinion, that moment deserves to be noted as soon as the M23%% M9 stands before
the congregation; i.e. immediately after reciting 1373, In his defense we can add that
reciting MAYY® before 1272 is a practice that ignores that the MAX¥Y are being said before
the 1128 M9 takes his position; in other words, they are being said by those congregated
individually and not as a 7128,

The author of the ¥ 27D appears to have also been a contemporary of the author of
the "M MMM and lived in the same geographic area. That would explain why neither the
=D of Y7 nor the "B MMM refer to the 273 of BMAMT YL 137 MMSM. The
by Y971, who was born in Mainz in 1360, adopted the practice of Mainz concerning this
issue. He provides for the recital of the 272 of RYAA7 MV 1% MMM and the M3,
;203 5192 MBI 1572 AN 20N MOW—1000 21 M5 (2237721) 570 98D
TIN N2 MW B N2 IV INRDAIID 25210 M2 1D TP M35 9D MINY

23 '|ﬂ'71D3 aNFR7EY,MTYNT N33 9D N2 MDD RPN XY

Translation: The prayer leader recites the Bracha of Ha’Po Seach with a pleasant tune and then says:
Selach 1."Goy Kadosh, ete. The congregation then repeats the line. They follow the same practice concerning
the line of Chatann T'zureinn, ete. The congregation then recites the paragraph that begins with the words:
Oz BYom Kippur ete. until Beis Ha’V'a Adus and the prayer leader repeats the last line that begins:
B'So’Le Checha.

One other 2723, as part of 1IN AD], undergoes a change in wording due to the
inclusion of 21D within the M293 . Those synagogues that follow the practice of
reciting MY2AMD, DYYD that are inserted into the M2 of VAW NNYAP in N'27Y n5on
of the 29937 W‘?W, make the following change:
St LT PP WY M (Yo O MR P 4R A
P S Y Y LR GG D3RR ALY

(7 "o pb “2) 3 (ONTRN ‘7:::;4 ) ORI SNTR TS TR NN TG
wHow PSM 13 53 M, Vilna, 1923: 770 PRBS Avanpn.

This change in the 1292 should not to be viewed as a change in the 72727 Y22, The
1972 of 19N DN Y was the standard closing 1373 for the third 11372 of NNYD
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VIO as part of DN PN 2738, Therefore the change is an example of TID¥WN [D2
returning to its roots; i.e. reciting the M3 VAWM as it was recited as part of }*IN 37D
bR
SPIIR IR 92122 P NN NTIDT AN/ 575 M19N2 10! (815) 1mbenn 1o
TIOIFD TN QNN DA MDD [ 9091R TR MWIN T L2080 IAND DN NN
A11% TR 1910 AN PIIAD TR N 1D 13 PRI T .DYID2 N D B NP 113
BRI BN

Translation: We learned: Whoever recites Kriyas Shema in the morning should include the theme of the
Exodus from Egypt in the Bracha of Emes 1Y atzviv. Rabbi says that it is necessary to refer to the
theme of G-d’s hegemony. Others say that one shonld include the theme of the splitting of the sea and the
death of the first born. R. Yehoshua ben Levy says: you must include all those themes and conclude the
Bracha with the words: Tzur Yisroel V"Go’Alo (the strength of Judaism and Its redeemer).

Despite the Mm272 of 1NN DN representing DN "IN 2738, some viewed the
recital of the 292 as being improper:

M2pm1 DY NI SN SR 2703 (1901 DIDD2 NMYN-1D 1D BN N 1A Y
PR RN T Y DY2TIM I 92 YT by N SNAee DN Pona
D77 N7311 11721 0D 1] NRIT a3 R 1981 DN I 79 210 0 S nvanpna
T AYS 03 I8P 19277 SN 2P 5Y D7 ORD N ARING NPT PR 0w (790
W [OW 1] 9 D3 B M 51 Mm b NI DN DT PN o B (02 N7
PRI B[O 1731 12 D NI D703 AN 19 RD2 10NN b 2w N 0B

15 F1aBY D03 13MAN 199 T3 D220 BN BN 01D 1M 1 DY9ann B
P17 Aenea Duah

Translation: We find in Pesachim Daf 117b that after reciting Kriyas Shema, we should say the Bracha:
Ga’Al Yisroel becanse it refers to the past and during the recital of Shemona Esrei we should close the
Bracha of redemption with the words: Go’Ail Yisroel because it represents the future. Based on that
Gemara, many Rabbinic anthorities expressed surprise that when Piyuttim are recited as part of the
Brachos of Kriyas Shema for Arvis that the ending of the third Bracha is changed to Melech T'zur Yisroel
V"Goalo. That practice appears to contradict what is provided in the Gemara. Some try to justify the
practice by arguing that only concerning Tefilas Shacharis are we intent on referring to the past redemption
but as part of Tefilas Arvis we can refer to future redemptions. Others try to justify the custom by
suggesting that one should drop the letter VVav that comes after the Gimel from the word 1" Goalo. "That
would canse the word to refer to the past. All those answers are contrived. Some Rabbinic anthorities
insist that the prayer leaders close the Bracha with the words Ga’Ol Yisroel as is done on other days of the
year. That is how we conduct ourselyes. 1t is better not to justify our conduct by using contrived arguments.

Because there is no evidence yet uncovered to establish that the 2393 of TN XY was
changed to include the line of Q%277 VW 135 MR on MDD DY as part of }*IN 370D

DN, we cannot use a similar basis to justify the change. However, we may be able to
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trace the practice of reciting the M272 of RYAMN VY 115 MBI to an issue that
surrounds the 1292 of TN VY. Is the N33 of N XY an independent M272 or is it
the opening line of a 272 that ends with the 273 of MMNLMA A8Y and if that be the
case, the 17272 of MMINDT A8 should be deemed to be the 72927 YYD and not I8N
MNP In support of that argument we can point to the 322 in ("N ,/N° /T) N33 N2DNH
which provides that we are to recite only two M2372 before VAW MNP as part of noan
DM PIMINGT XY and FT2MIND SNTRY MY MM, IF TN 8 is an independent
1272 then the MWD should have provided that we are to say three N1272 before MNP
VIO during NN nboan. Furthermore, we need to consider the text of the 17272 as it

was recited by an individual praying alone according to JWR3 [*TVD 29 in his NTD:
avw ein X7 MR Ry avwn 'T‘?b WaYR M anR 72 3

3 o Ay vﬂ':‘n PIRY eRma Yon ARORT oW
- PYNIRAN XY M R A PRI ATYR AN DY Y53 wInn 1w
The text provided by ]'INJ IYD 20 may represent the original wording of the 2923
before I¥NT ALNTP was added to it. The form of the M272 as presented by VD 29
1INJ supports the argument that the opening words of TN ¥ do not represent the D21
112727 but that the 727237 Y22 are the words: MAINT A8Y. That would preclude us
from changing the 2723 of MMINLT VY but not the opening line of MM VY.

That the 1292 of TN XY is not an independent M3M3 may explain some other mysteries
of the YIY NNYID MDT2. The first three POE MNP MI72 of MANY n%sn and
129y N9BN mirror each other. Yet, we do not open the first 7372 of VAW NNYAD for
N2y N8N with an independent 1292 like NN A8Y. If the M272 of TN VY is not an
independent 292 than the 3723 that begins TN A8Y® does in fact mirror the N33 of
D°27Y 2%V that opens the PR NNYAD MI72 of N'237Y nbsn

A second mystery can be solved. According to the M0 of 1INJ VD 27, the first

12792 of DY MNP for N27Y N95N of NAY is the tollowing:
IRTPM SPPAWA DA YRy 190 TR DN PR AR M AR M2

MR Y53 WZD YRS WYY AnuR PPNt 2 TV 2790 WP naw any

DOMY NAR RS /.09 YRR O R 3 1R 300 T@m Ton 1on
and as part of PN PN 2731 and currently as part of the Roman Rite:

e L R T T |
DOY RN AR SRIE wph M 1NN 3 BIIWH TP -l
P v 3 ‘rrann a2 O PIpDI TR0 TOIM T a0 mr Hhsnkh
» 0K P13 oy he KR PN WY MK ‘1‘1?'1
' : Y 2N
These alternate versions of the first 1273 of P PN*AP for N°27Y n5sn of NaY
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support our contention that the opening line of that 373 does not represent the Y2
112927 but that the closing M293 of RY27Y 29V is the M27237 VAWM. Therefore, it is
permissible to change the opening lines of the 392, In fact an argument can be made
that our practice of reciting the same opening lines of the first 7292 of YIA¥ MNP for
N°31Y N%DN on NAY that we recite during the week, does not mirror how we conduct
ourselves concerning the first 7292 of V¥ NNYAP for NN n5sn on NAY.
Concerning the latter 72392 we change the opening lines to include the wording that
begins T 55 and then add the 221D of NN 5—X and N2 WX 5-N5. Should we
not change the first 272 of VAW NNAP for N'27Y N5 on Naw particularly when that
12723 is our first opportunity to celebrate the commencement of NAW? Perhaps that
explains why 13N 7"IYD 29, head of the Yeshiva in Babylonia, chose to follow "IN 1731
SN2 and not 233 M3 concerning the text to recite as the first 7272 of VY MNP
for 1*31y N%9N on NI,

A third mystery can be solved as well. This is how the opening lines of the first 7373 of

VY NP for MY n550 on DAY appears in the Roman Rite:

TN s oYipn RNy ,
orn ik obip ik San w:um‘:w Ny .'1-'3
P ﬁ:w%am N3, ‘73‘11:911"7:1 PAIDK RN NN

The line: 7" TR PN MTIN ,21M 8N B2 1IN s only added when 2D are

subsequently recited. The inclusion of the line by the Roman Rite just before the
paragraph that begins: 171 5oMis an acknowledgement that BB are being added to the

first 1272 of VAW NNAP for NYML n5sn on N2AY. In doing so, the Roman Rite has
provided us with a further basis upon which to challenge those who refuse to recite QY19
as part of the first 7292 of VAW NNYAP for DAY 550 on DD 2, but do so as part
of the first 7273 of Y NN for NAMY n%5n on NaY.

One last point. The 292 of Q32M7 VW Feiainllty may not be a change in the Y200
12727 because the following lines are found in versions of the first 1372 of YL MNP
that we regularly recite:
DY AME AP D39 2P 10373 WN. LTINS =0 5w 2
;9D P 531 /D BT NN Do, imaws Som 7 551 —naw namw
OIS MW MIN9T B 952 A 5-NA .50 sy
Apparently the practice of referring to G-d as the one who opens gates, IW& MMDM, has
long been a part of the first 272 of VAW MNP whether as part of NY27Y n%sn or
nne NN, To say that the phrase should not be included in the text of the first 72923
of PBE MNP during MM N8N on MDD BV is a position that is difficult to defend.
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