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How many times should the B°372 perform R%372 N2393 on MDD BY? In Sephardic
synagogues, B33 perform R%372 N2372 as part of MM n%8n and |mplal n%9n on each
DAY and 23 QY including M52 QY but on MDD 0, the Q%3N perform Q%372 N2
during 1%'3 N790 as well. Ashkenazim are split in their practice. That multiple customs

are followed among Ashkenazim is acknowledged by the N”12%:
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Translation: RANLAH-I? is the custom in these lands that the Kobanim do not perform Birkas Kobanim
except on holidays because it is on those days that the commnnity is feeling joyful and a Kobain should
perform Birkas Kobanin only with a happy heart. Kobanim do not feel that way on other days even on the
Shabbosim of the year becanse on each Shabbos they are burdened with concerns over their survival and
their inability to work on that day. Even on holidays, the Kobanim do not perform Birkas Kohanim
except during Tefilas Mussaf becanse at that moment, they know that they are about to leave synagogue and
will be heading home where they will celebrate the joy of the holiday. During the repetition of Shemona
Esrei in which the Kobanim do not perform Birkas Kohanim, the prayer leader says in its place Elokeoinn
V" Elokei Avoseinu, ete. as we recorded above at the end of Siman 126. On Yom Kippur, the Kobanin
perform Birkas Kobhanim in accordance with the schedule they follow on other holidays. Nevertheless, in
some locales on Y om Kippur the Kobanim perform Birkas Kobanim as part of Tefilas Ne'Eilah while in
other places the Kobanim perform Birkas Kohanim as part of Tefilas Shacharis.

Currently, in those Ashkenazic synagogues that follow the German Ashkenazic Rite, the
03713 perform B%3713 N7 as part of MMM NN, A N%5N and [9°P3 NP8N on

M2°2 2. In those synagogues that follow 1’515 AN, the Q%372 perform Q%3772 N2

only as part of DM N8N on M2 0. The diversity in practice concerning this issue
can be traced to early sources:
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1. See Minhagim of the Ashkenaz Synagogue ("The Luach") (5774) published by Machon Moreshes Ashkenaz,
http://www.moteshesashkenaz.org/luach.
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Translation: On three occasions during the year, Kohanim perform Birkas Kohanim four times during the
day, as part of Tefilas Shacharis, Mussaf, Mincha and Ne’Eilab, so said R. Mayer. The Sages held that
Birkas Kohanim should not take place during Tefilas Mincha nor as part of Tefilas Ne’Eilah becanse of
their interpretation of the verse: (Devarim 18, 5) to stand in service in the name of G-d. A comparison
needs to be drawn between his descendants and him (Abaron Ha'Kobain). Just as he performed the service
and recited Birkas Kobanim only in the morning while in a standing position so too his descendants must
bless the people while standing and only in the morning.
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Translation: On three occasions during the year, Kobanim perform Birkas Kobanim four times during the
day, as part of Tefilas Shacharis, Mussaf, Mincha and the Closing of the Gates (Ne’Eilah); i.e. on public
fast days, while conducting the Ma’Amados® and on Y om Kippur.
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GEMARA. On three occasions of the year the Kohanim bless the people. Does this mean that Tefilas

Moussaf is recited on fast-days and on Ma'Amadot? There is a clause missing from onr Mishnah. 1t
should read as follows: ‘on three occasions do the Kobanim bless the people at all services, and on one of

2. During the Second Temple period, Israel was divided into 24 geographic districts and %373 lived in cities spread
throughout those districts. Fach district would send its B%372 to serve in the WIPRN N°2 for a week at a time. During that

week, representatives of the district would meet at a central location, fast and read portions from the 7M. They may have
also participated in more than the usual number of daily services.
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those occasions, four times during the day, at the Shacharis service, at Mussaf, at Mincha and at the closing
of the Gates. The following are the three occasions: fast-days, Ma'amadot and Y om Kippur'. K. Nabman
said in the name of Rabbah b. Abbuba: this represents the opinion of R. Meir. The Sages, however, say:
at Shacharis and at Mussaf the Kohanim perform Birkas Kobanim but at Mincha and at Ne'ilab, the
Kohanim do not do so. Who are meant by ‘the Sages’? 1t is R. Judah. For it has been taught: at all
services, namely at Shacharis, at Mussaf, at Mincha and at Ne'ilah the Kobanim perform Birkas
Kohanimy this is the opinion of R. Meir. R. Judab says: at Shacharis and at Mussaf the Kohanim
perform Birkas Kobanim but at Mincha or Ne'ilah they do not’. R. Jose says: At Ne'ilah the Kohanin
perform Birkas Kohanim but at Mincha they do not.” On what basis do they differ? R. Meir holds the
view that the reason why on ordinary days the Kohanin do not ‘bless the people’ at Mincha is because of the
possibility that Kohanim became intoxicated, but on the days cited above the question of intoxication does
not arise. R. Judah takes the view that as drunkenness during the time of Shacharis and Mussaf on
ordinary days is not usual, the Rabbis did not prohibit the Kobanim from performing Birkas Kobanim at
those services on fast-days as well, but concerning Mincha and Ne'ilah since on ordinary days drunfkenness
may occur, the Rabbis prohibited the ‘the blessings of the Kobanint’ at these services even on fast-days. R.
Jose holds the view that the Rabbis confined their restriction to Mincha only because it is said every day, but
they did not impose that restriction on Ne'tlah which is not recited every day. R. Judah said in the name of
Rab: the Halacha is in accordance with the view of R. Meir. R. Johanan said: the people follow the view of
R. Meir while Raba said: the established custom is in accordance with the view of R. Meir. Those who
believe that the Halacha follows the opinion of R. Meir teach that view openly in the Yeshiva, but those
who say that the established custom is according to R. Meir, then they do not teach it openly in Yeshiva but
they allow decisions to be rendered in accordance with that position; but those who say that the people follow
the view of R. Meir, they would not definitively render a decision in accordance with that view, but should
one have followed that opinion, they would not declare his action improper. But R. Nabhman said: the
Halacha is according to R. Jose. And the Halacha is indeed according to R. Jose. But nowadays why do
the Kohanim ‘bless the people’ on fast-days at Mincha? Since on those days they are performing Birkas
Kohanim very near to sunset, it is as if they are doing so during a Ne'ilah service.

Currently, all agree that R%372 do not perform R°372 N272 during MMM N8N on QY
MDY, Nevertheless, some early sources did provide that R%373 should perform N2923
037D during 713 199N on MDD Y.
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Translation: The Jews of Babylonia followed the custom that Kobanim perform Birkas Kobanin three

times on Y om Kippur while the Jews of Eretz Yisroel followed the custom that Kobanim perform Birkas
Kobanim four times on Yom Kippury i.e. Tefilas Shacharis, Mussaf, Mincha and Ne Eilab.

Professor Jacob Gartner in an article entitled: B b mama N%eNa 250 NN
RYMD°21, The Performance Of Birkas Kohanim At Mincha On Yom Kippur, Sinai, 85,

(5739), pages 225-233, argues that even within Babylonia, a difference of opinion existed
on this issue and that early Ashkenazic sources also held that 2%3772 D272 should be

performed as part of M3 N95N on MDY DY,
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Translation: Since the Halacha follows the opinion of R. Jose, then why today do Kohanim perform Birkas
Kobanim at Mincha on Y om Kippur? Since Mincha is recited late in the day which means that they are
performing Birkas Kobanim at sunset.

The prohibition against R%373 performing R°37123 N292 during MM n%8n out of concern
for the possibility that a ]2 might be intoxicated was not followed concerning public fast
days:
,11M322 Y02 MNP A v 0% N1aYn 531-N23pn 97D (D1D7) PINJ RARY 27770
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Translation: On all public fast days, Kohanim perform Birkas Kobanim at Mincha except on Y om
Kappur when instead of performing Birkas Kobanim at Mincha, they do so at Ne’Eilah. That is the

custom at the two Yeshivos.

Here is the rationale that was given for creating this exception to the rule:
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Translation: At Mincha on most days of the year, the Kobanim do not perform Birkas Kobanim out of
concern that a Kobain might perform Birkas Kohanim while intoxicated but on public fast days at Mincha
they do so becanse Mincha is being recited very close to the time of sunset thus rendering it equal to Tefilas
Ne’Eilah when the Kobanim are permitted to perform Birkas Kobanim.

The above sources clearly support the position that the 23773 should perform N23723
2°1723 during MY NPoN. Initially that was the position taken in TIDWN:
VAD [ YT 03710 DIDT MDY M3 RITRM-2 /MY 12 a7 NYIPN NaDn Moo
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Translation: "Therefore it is not currently the custom that Kobanim perform Birkas Kobanim at Mincha on
Yom Kippur since Tefilas Mincha is recited during an early part of the day but since Mincha is recited
much later in the day on other fast days, the Kobanim should perform Birkas Kobanim on those days. But
everyone agrees that during Tefilas Ne'Eilah on Y om Kippur, the Kobanim should perform Birkas
Kobhanim.

Over time a further objection was posed concerning the practice of Q%3713 performing

R°372 N272 during m2°Y3 N%5N. The tfollowing source anticipates the objection and is
not concerned with it:
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Translation: We recite the paragraph that commences “V"Sai’Arev” in Tefilas Ne'Eilah as we do in
Tefilas Mussaf but not in any additional prayer service. The Kohanim perform Birkas Kohanim even if

Tefilas Ne’Eilah is being recited after darkness, as I explained earlier. We say V""Chasom” instead of
“Oo’Kisov” only as part of Tefilas Ne 'Eilab.

The position of the 271 that the 23713 may perform 0313 N272 during [9°P3 NHON
even when M9'P1 N95N was being recited after darkness was not accepted by many within
the Rabbinate of Poland, commencing with the N"17:
—N717 ;SIS DD DINEI—ADTN 11D DYNDIM DY MBS DY AN Y (Ao
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Translation: The Kobanim perform Birkas Kobanim during Tefilas Ne’Eilah. RANMAH-1? is the
custom in our locality that Birkas Kobanim is not performed during Tefilas Ne’Eilah but we do recite
Aveinn Malkeinu.
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Translation: Even if the recitation of Ne'Eilah was not completed until after darkness fell, it is still
appropriate to perform Birkas Kobanim (Mabaril). The preferred practice to be followed s that if the
service will not be completed until after darkness, the community should try to reduce the number of
Piiyuttim being recited so that Birkas Kobanim during Ne’Eilah is being performed before darkness has
fallen. B'S (?) wrote that the practice of performing Birkas Kobanim during Tefilas Ne’Eilah should be
abandoned based on page 57 (?). Nevertheless the prayer leader should read the paragraph of Elokeinn
V" Elokei Avoseinu, ete. There is no concern in saying that paragraph after darkness has fallen.
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oD D2 0°93 N K52 1371 73205 A5 7Y mhONM 01D Wil DaYD oY
1279 NI IDIDNY DYUAN DIDW D 137131 13732 11372 NN 17137 DOMNT 1210
012 71771 19NN NYANY 98% 573 RTDD 1N 1A

Translation: Even if Tefilas Ne’Eilah is being recited at a time that is clearly daytine, the Kobanim
should not perform Birkas Kobhanim so that no one begins to believe that Birkas Kobhanim may be
performed as part of Tefilas Ne'Eilah no matter how late it is being recited. 1o avoid that
misunderstanding, Birkas Kobanim should never be performed as part of Tefilas Ne'Eilah. Ounr later
sages have written that in its place, the prayer leader should read the paragraph of Elokeinu 1" Elokei
Avoseinu, ete. and Sim Shalom, even if they are being recited after darkness has fallen. We are not

3. R. Avraham Ha-Levi Gombiner was born ca. 1637 in Gombin, Poland, and died in Kalisch in 1683. R. Avraham studied for
many years in Lissa, and was appointed a religious judge (dayyan) in Kalisch. R. Avraham wrote Magen Avraham, a
commentary on Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim, before he was thirty.
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concerned about saying those two paragraphs at night since the prayer service itself was commenced before
nightfall.
The 2125 held that the %373 should perform 8°3713 1373 during [9°P3 195N but
suggested that efforts be made to conclude 12'93 N8N before the appearance of the stars:
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Translation: "The time at which to recite Tefilas Ne’Eilab is immediately before sunset when the sun is just
above the top of the trees. The commmunity shounld be careful not to delay reciting Tefilas NeiEilah to the
point that it is begun after darkness but instead should commence Ne'Eilah just before sunset so that they
conclude Tefilas Ne’Eilah with the appearance of the stars. The reason to do so is becanse this prayer that
15 recited on fast days corresponds to the closing of the gates of the Beis Hamikdash which took place each
day after the Menorah was lit in the late afternoon. An analogy can be drawn between this moment and
the time at which a servant leaves the palace of a king. [ust before leaving, the servant requests a gift from
the king and then closes the door of the palace behind him. The closing of the gates in the Beis Hamikdash
would take place each day before the stars would appear in the heavens because no service to G-d took place
in the Beis Hamikdash after that point in the day. It is necessary to perform Birkas Kobanim during
Tefilas Ne’Eilah and Birkas Kohanim must be performed during the day since it is bound by the same
rules as the rules for service in the Beis Hamikdash as we explained above in Siman 129, paragraph 1.
Therefore the prayer leaders should be careful to keep their presentations brief and to not be lengthy so that
Tefilas Ne’Eilah can begin and end at its correct time because Tefilas Ne'Eilah is the main prayer service
of the day since what is performed last produces the greatest impact. That is further why we open the doors
of the Aron Kodesh and keep them open throughout the Ne’Eilah services as we will excplain in
subparagraph 4. When Tefilas Ne'eilah is not said in its correct time, we sound like liars because we are

saying words to G-d that are not true since we speak. several times about it being the moment when the gates
are being closed. If the gates have been closed for awbhile, our words are rendered meaningless.

4. Rabbi Mordecai Yoffe was born in 1530 and was a student of R. Moses Issetlis (Rema). He served as a rabbi in Prague,
Lublin, Horodna, and Posen and was also a head of the Council of Four Lands. He passed away in 1612. After the
publication of the Shulchan Aruch, he authored a halachic work in the style of the Tur, striking a balance between the
lengthy Beit Yosef, and the condensed Shulchan Aruch.
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On what basis did the 9”937 permit the performance of 23713 N272 during 12°3 NS00

even when M9°P3 N95N was being recited after darkness?
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Translation: Question: In the Responsa of Rabbi Y aakov M’Emden (V'ol. 1, Siman 51) he was asked
for the basis of the practice among Ashkenazim to perform Birkas Kobanin as part of Tefilas Ne'Eilah
on Yom Kippur even if Tefilas Ne’Eilah is being recited after darkness has fallen. Is not the performance
of Birkas Kohanim compared to the service that the Kohanim performed in the Beis Hamikdash in the
Sfollowing: (Sotah 38a) as it is written: (Devarim 10) to serve G-d and to bless the people in His name.
Therefore just as the service in the Beis Hamikdash took place only during the day, as it is written
(Vayikra 7, 38) on the day as he was commanded, then should not the performance of Birkas Kobaninm
only take place during the day?
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(N"Y 12 A7) N*IPN3 awnmm 79052 RN AP NDENR 131 237 ALY N NPT
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Translation: Answer: In the beginning of his response, R. Emrdem provides his own excplanation to the
custom as follows: In the Talmud Y erushalmi (Brachos chapter 4, Halacha 1) we find a disagreement
between Rav and R’ Yochonon as to whether Tefilas Ne’Eilab is a prayer that is recited at night or during

the day. The Gemara provides a proof in_favor of R. Yochonon by pointing to the Mishna in Maseches
Taanis (26a) that provides that Brikas Kohanin should be performed as part of Tefilas Ne'Eilah. Since
Birkas Kohanim should be performed only during the day since it is compared to the service in the Beis
Hamikdash, it must be the case that Tefilas Ne'Eilah be recited while it is still day. Nevertheless we
accept the opinion of Rav that Tefilas Ne’Eilah can be recited after dark and that is how the Taz (OH
Siman 623, Small Siman 1) understands the Halacha. Therefore we are forced to say that Rav did not
hold that the rules concerning Birkas Kohanim are to be compared to the rules for serving in the Beis
Hamikdash so that Birkas Kobanim is performed only during the day since Rav clearly was aware of the
Mishna that required that Birkas Kobanim be performed during Tefilas Ne'Eilab.

NPT, 01 M wINRT 15 N5 1IN I WP 2mh D 29T KON D7y NON

5. Rav Yitzchak Zylberstein was born in Poland in 1934 and emigrated to the Holy Land while a child. He studied in Yeshivat
Slobadka in Bnei Brak, and was a disciple of R. Yechezkel Abramsky and R. Shmuel Wozner. He married R. Yosef Shalom
Elyashiv's daughter and is quite close to his father-in-law, as well as his brothet-in-law, R Hayyim Kanyavsky, and often cites
their rulings. He is Rosh Kollel of Beit David in Hollon, and the rabbi of the Ramat Elchanan neighborhood of Bnei Brak.
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Translation: So we are forced to say that Rav does not accept the comparison and why should they be
compared? Maybe we should compare the performance of Birkas Kobanim to service that took place in the
Beis Hamikdash at night and since Tefilas Ne'Eilah was instituted to be recited after darkness then
Birkas Kobanim can be recited at that time. Furthermore, Tefila is defined as service and we pray at night
based on the fact that parts of the animals were burned overnight in the Beis Hamikdash. Moreover, it is
appropriate to look upon the performance of Birkas Kohanim as representing an independent prayer service.
At the end of his response, R. Emden wrote that thanks to G-d, I was able to obtain a copy of the
Mabharil’s book wherein he writes: if Tefilas Ne’Eilah is not completed before darkness falls, it is still
appropriate to perform Birkas Kohanim. He further provides a reason to do so: since during the day, the
Kobanim are busy offerring Korbanos, they need to finish burning the parts of the animal that were not
initially offered. That is an activity that they undertake during the night. "Therefore it is appropriate to
perform Birkas Kobanim after darkness as well.

Let us try to summarize the various positions by focusing on one central question: why did
the N”127 disagree to what was a long standing position among Ashkenazim that R°372
should perform 037D N2723 at the end of 12°P3 NYON? Perhaps the 2129 who took a
position somewhere in the middle between the position of the 9799m1 and the N1
provides us with a clue. The 2125 disagrees with the N”137’s blanket prohibition against
the Q%372 performing %372 N272 at the end of 12'93 N95N and also disagrees with the
position of the 27991 that %372 1273 can be performed after dark. The 2125 seems to
hold that since the 128 M5 can control when he finishes [2%3 ﬂ‘?Bﬂ, the M2 M5
can insure that 23713 N33 during 12*Y3 1990 is performed before B¥22157 NNY, the
appearance of the stars. In taking that position, the 21ab is defining RV N3 as
representing the closing of the doors of the @I N2, an activity controlled by humans.
Nevertheless in taking his position, he also wanted to be in compliance with the second
definition of D™PY NPY:

PN 1D 1337 2719903 NI ONBOR Y= 51D MOV N0 (R35) by Tmbn

520 P NSOYI2 AN DM P MDY AR 27;13M0 M 21 1uheN

Translation: By what time must Tefilas Ne'Eilah be completed? The Rabbis of Ceasaria stated that Rav
and R. Yochonon disagreed as to how to define the gates that are being closed. Rav said that it was the
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time at which the gates of heaven are closing and R. Yochonon said that it was the time at which the gates
of the Heichal in the Beis Hamikdash closed.

The N"27 may have viewed 1293 as representing the closing of the gates of heaven, a time
that is fixed. Any activity related to 182 DY performed after those gates had closed was
deemed to be meaningless. The 2125 wanted to keep within both definitions of the gates.
That is why he urged the 712°% M2 to limit his activities so that 23713 N272 could be
performed before either the gates of heaven or the gates of the 27217 N'2 would have
been closed. The z7”"\1‘!?3, on the other hand, viewed M as representing the closing of
the gates of the WP N'2 which man controlled. At whatever time 12%3 %90 ends

is the equalivalent to the time when the gates of the &P N'2 were closed.
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