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CONCLUDING THE n1'50 OF 299%0 oy

According to all rites, the following should be performed to mark the conclusion of the
M50 of MDD oM

* Recite the first PIDD of VAL NNYAPD;

* Answer the first 21DD of Y NNYID with 21,7122 D@ T13;
* Recite the verse of RYT9—NRM N1 /1 seven times;

* DWW NYPN.

There are differences of opinion as to how many sounds need to be issued from the V9%,

when the sounds should be issued and whether any other Q2108 should be recited. To
understand the reasons for each of these customs, let us begin by identifying the earliest
references to each practice.

The Q%W are the first to speak of the practice of sounding the V9 at the conclusion of
MDD o1:
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Translation: After completing Tefilas N ’Eilah, the prayer leader conmences Tefilas Arvis by calling ont
V"Hu Rachum, ete., Barchu, Asher Bidvaro, etc., as we do each night. We then say Ata Hivdalta in the
Bracha of Chonain Ha’Da’As as we do at the conclusion of each Shabbos. At the end of Yom Kippur
when it falls on a weekday, as at the conclusions of other holidays, we do not recite 1""Hei No’Am as part
of Tefilas Arvis. That practice was established by our forefathers to mark the transition from Shabbos to a
weekday. However when we transition from Shabbos to a holiday that falls on a Sunday, we do not recite
V"Hei No’Am at the conclusion of Shabbos, as we stated above. At the conclusion of Yom Kippur after
saying the line of Oseb Shalom at the end of Kaddish Tiskabel, the Shofar is sounded with the following
sounds: Tekiah, Shevarim-Ternah, Tekiah, one time, and all depart to their howmes.
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Translation: 'You asked why we sound the Shofar at the conclusion of Y om Kippur, the practice in every
Jewish commmunity in which the sounds of Tekiah, Shevarim Ternab, Tekiah are issued. 1 cannot find a
basis to suggest that it is mandatory to do so. However, I can surmise that the practice was instituted to
remind us of how the Jubilee year was celebrated, as the Torabh tells us: sound the Shofar throughout the
land. Our practice is to sound the Shofar at the conclusion of every Yom Kippur and not just once every
[ifty years because we are not sure which year is the Jubilee year. Others suggest that we do so to confuse the
Satan.

According to the R'JWN1, 9D NY'PN did not take place until after 127V N80 of IR
D2 0. The 17327 7DD is one of the first to refer to the practice of performing PPN
DWW immediately after 12°Y3 %80 concludes:
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Translation: While in France, I was present in synagogues in which the Shofar was sounded immediately
after concinding Tefilas N’Eilah and before commencing Tefilas Arvis and so suggested Rashi in his
Siddur. He explains that the Shofar could be sounded before reciting Havdalah based on the following:
(Maseches Shabbos 117b) in the chapter entitled all writings, it is recorded that the verse: all work you
shall not perform, excludes the sounding of the Shofar and the removal of bread from the oven; both
represent special skills and not labor. "The only reason that sounding the Shofar is not permitted on
Shabbos is out of concern that one may go to an expert on Shabbos to be trained in how to sound the
Shofar and in doing so, may carry the Shofar for four Amos in a public area. However, for the act of
sounding the Shofar at the conclusion of Yom Kippur, we are not concerned that a person will first go to an
expert to learn how to sound the Shofar since if the one sounding the Shofar had needed training, he would
have undergone that training during or before Rosh Hashonab. In addition, the Shofar should already be
present in the synagogue since it was needed on Rosh Hashonah. That is what I read but I cannot agree
with that position. The custom in Spain and Provence is to sound the Shofar after Tefilas Arvis and that
custom appears to me to be the better practice.

It is important to note that the 21’713/ 99D does not refer to the practice of reciting any
R'PDD such as DN P or D19—NT NI 1T at the conclusion of MDD BY. The
earliest references to those practices are found among Ashkenazic RYINWN":
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Translation: Rashi explains that we quiet him after repeating a verse because he appears to be praying to
two gods. In the books Hilchos Gedolos and the commentary of R. Hananel, we find the opposite
explanation; i.e. we do not quiet him when he recites a verse twice but it is still considered an inappropriate
action. Nevertheless, the wording of the Gemara does not seem to support that interpretation. Concerning
the practice among some individuals who recite the first verse of Kriyas Shema two or three times at the
conclusion of Y om Kippur, we shuld not allow the practice if we follow the interpretation of Rashi but we
can allow the practice if we accept the interpretation of R. Hanenel that it is only considered to be an
inappropriate act. However, we conld argue that repeating those verses is not of a concern becanse the verse
25 not being said as part of fulfilling the Mitzah of Kriyas Shema. Instead, it is being said as part of the
process of accepting responsibility towards G-d. Nevertheless, it is better not to recite the first verse of Kriyas
Shema more than once. But the practice of reciting the verse: G-d is the Lord seven times on Y om Kippur
and on Hoshana Rabbah corresponding to the seven strata of Heaven is a form of praise. We are
acknowledging that G-d resides above those seven strata. Therefore it is appropriate to do so. We also
must consider we are quoting a verse (Melachim 1, 18) in which the words: G-d is the Lord are repeated.
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Translation: "The prayer leader says Kedushah Rabbab as part of Tefilas N Eilah as we regularly do as
part of Tefilas Mussaf . . . He finishes the recital of Birkas Kohanim and concludes with the Bracha of

1. The text of the PYDD is as follows:
DTSN NI T DTSN NI T AN 2aDhY 1990 apm-oa N D) 1 pan N D30
Translation: Those present saw and then they fell on their faces and they said: G-d is the Lord, G-d is the Lord.
We are permitted to recite the words: D9T2—NM NI 1 B9T9—N NI T seven times because we are following the model
that this PYOD presents. However, Ashkenazim appear to be making a mistake in saying only the words: DTN N
seven times. They are not being true to the wording of the PYOS. The phrase that should be repeated seven times is: N7/
019N N1 11 219N, That in fact is the practice among Sephardim.
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Oseh Ha'Shalom and then Kaddish. They then sound the Shofar once as a remembrance of the celebration
of the Jubilee year. Those congregated then respond by saying G-d is the Lord seven times. 1 heard that in
Eretz Yisroel they issue three sounds; i.e. Tekiah, Shevarim-Ternah, Tekiah, and only after completing
Tefilas Arvis because by then they wonld have recited Havdalah in Shemona Esrei. In our part of the
Diaspora we do not sound more than one sound as a memorial to the Jubilee year . . . In the City of
Cologne, they follow the custom of sounding three sounds; i.e. Tekiab, Shevarim-Ternah, Tekiah. Then the
prayer leader and those congregated say: G-d is the Lord seven times becanse G-d is about to travel across
the seven strata of Heaven as soon as the prayer service has concluded. That is why it is not correct to say
that verse seven times until after Tefilas Arvis because those verses are being said to accompany G-d as He
travels across those strata and Tefilas Arvis is still to be recited. Nevertheless, in many places they recite
those verses after Tefilas N'Eilah. Then they say the verse of Shema Yisroel once but some say the verse
three times. "The reason for following either custom is not known to me. And then they say the line of
Baruch Shem Kvod once while others say the line three times. All three lines, Shema, Baruch Shem and
Hashem Hu HaElokim should be said loudly. That is because the voices of the Jewish people are very
dear to G-d. Repeating the verse of G-d is the Lord is not like repeating words within Shemona Esrei
because we are following the model of what is found in Sefer Melachim in an incident involving the prophet
Elyahu when the Jewish People recited the phrase: G-d is the Lord twice. Therefore, repeating the verse is
of no concern.

The QANMAN, an early source for the Sephardic Rite, provides for the sounding of the
9 but not the recital of the R'PIDD of BN P and 2PN NI 1T and provides
for the recital of a different PYDD:
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Translation: 1t is customary after completing Tefilas Arvis at the conclusion of Y om Kippur to issue the
following sounds from the Shofar: Tekiah, Shevarim-Teruah, Tekiah, one time, and to then say the verse:
(Koheles 9, 7) Go your way, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart; for G-d has
already accepted your works. We recite the verse based on Midrash Kobeles (Chapter 9, 7) which relates as
Sfollows: When the Jewish People depart from synagogue at the conclusion of Yom Kippur, a voice is heard in
heaven that says: Go your way, eat your bread with joy-your prayers have been heard by Me and they were
accepted like the sweet aroma of the sacrifices.

In the above sources, we learned of several reasons why the practice of sounding the 121

at the conclusion of MBYD 0Y was instituted. The following sources add additional
justifications:
ND — [ ST WD 900 9D SJPJ'\"? YNNI Y TP AT NI D200 MEDIN
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Translation: Not to convey the message that Yom Tov has concluded but that night has arrived. So too R.
Yitzehok said abont sounding the Shofar at the conclusion of Y om Kippur. 1t is undertaken to advise the
community that night has arrived, that Y om Kippur has concluded and that the children who may have

fasted should be fed?. Also it is meant to remind those at home to prepare a festive meal becanse the
conclusion of Y om Kippur is deemed to be a quasi-holiday as the composer wrote in one of bis poens: after
sealing my verdict, I will eat in joy because G-d has accepted my prayers. That explanation differs from the
one found in Machzorim that the sounding of the Shofar is meant to be a remembrance of what took place
dnring the Jubilee year. Had that been the reason, then why do it each year? Each year was not a Jubilee
Year!
525 N3 7T PR, NN PR DIPND BYF 13700 1D 11IND 91T Anen 10D
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Translation: 1t is customary to issue the following sounds from the Shofar: Tekiah, Shevarim-Ternab,
Tekiah at the conclusion of Y om Kippur but those sounds are not issued as a remembrance of the [ubilee
year. Had that been so, we would not sound the Shofar at the end of Yom Kippur each year but would do

50 only every fiftieth year . . . I learned from my teacher R. Yehudah son of Yitzchok that after the
Shaliach Tzibbur recites Kaddish at the conclusion of N'Eilab, he then says the words: G-d is the Lord
seven times becanse G-d is about to pass through the seven strata of Heaven. He should then recite the
verse of Shema Yisroel once and the Shofar shonld be sounded based on the verse: (Lebillim 47, 6) G-d

ascends accompanied by the sound of Ternah, G-d through the sound of the Shofar.
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2. You must keep in mind that any clocks that were available in the Middle Ages were very primitive and were not precise.

3. R. Moshe b. R. Jacob of Coucy, France, was born circa 1200 (4960). His mother was the daughter of the Tosafist R. Chaim
haCohen of Paris, and his brother-in-law was R. Shimshon of Coucy. His most significant mentor was R. Yehudah b. R.
Yitzchak known as Sir Leon of Paris. (Bar Ilan Digital Library)
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Translation: Tefilas Arvis is recited after the conclusion of Yom Kippur following the regular weekday
Sformat except that we add Havdalah in the Bracha of Chonain Ha’Da’As. Upon completing Tefilas
Aprvis, the Shofar is sounded with the following: Tekiah, Shevarim-Teruah, Tekiah, once. The Ba’Al
Ha’Dibros wrote that it is our custom to sound Tekiah, Shevarim-Ternab, Tekiah without a Bracha after
Tefilas Arvis. 1 heard that the basis to do so is that on Y om Kippur, Satan is prohibited from arguing
against the fate of the Jewish People but once Y om Kippur has ended, Satan once again advocates against
the Jewish People so we want to confuse him. . . that is why we sound the Shofar at the conclusion of Yom
Kippur because on Rosh Hashonah the entire world passes before G-d and is judged. Their fate is sealed
on Yom Kippur. The days in between are set aside for repentance. Because of that repentance, a person’s
sins are forgiven. We sound the Shofar at the conclusion of Yom Kippur to mark that our fate has been
sealed for good. "That is how mankind generally celebrates a military victory by returning joyfully and by
sounding trumpets.
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Translation: My brother, R. Binyamin wrote that the custom to sound the Shofar at the conclusion of Y om
Kappur is because the Shofar acts as an adpocate for the Jewish People on Rosh Hashonah. The sounds of
the Shofar canse G-d to remove Himself from His throne of strict judgment and to seat Himself on His
throne of compassion. Becanse of those sounds, G-d seals our verdict for good. That is what is meant by
the verse: G-d ascends with the sound of Teruah, G-d through the sound of the Shofar. When the Jewish
Peaple leave the place of judgment with a not-guilty verdict and their fate is sealed for good, they carry with
them their adyocate (the Shofar) and they issue sounds of joy from it. "That is the manner in which
mankind acts when it is successful in conrt. "The winning litigants compliment their adyocate and rejoice
with him. Ny brother further wrote that we find in Pirkei D'R. Elazar that when Moshe Rabbeinn
ascended Har Sinai to receive the second set of the Ten Commandments, he did so on Rosh Chodesh Elul
and descended on the tenth day of Tishrei (which is why Yom Kippur was scheduled for that day). Moshe
Rabbenu directed the Jewish People to sound the Shofar upon his ascending Har Sinai and to do so again
upon bis descending from there. That is why later generations began the practice of sounding the Shofar
each day beginning with the first day of Elul and also at the conclusion of Yom Kippur. Those sounds are
a reminder of the joy the Jewish People felt upon receiving the second set of the Ten Commandments.
wYIPn APV YWY DYV SN T — DN YD DD DY AP TIAY AR mon
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Translation: 1 found a further reason to sound the Shofar at the conclusion of Yom Kippur. 1t is becanse at
that moment G-d issues His verdict of good fortune or misfortune. Therefore we sound the Shofar to remind
G-d of the binding of Yitzchok. We hope that in the merit of Yitzehok's act, G-d will issue a verdict of
good fortune. One more reason is to remember the sounds of the Shofar that were heard upon the Jews
accepting the Torah at Har Sinai which they did with great enthusiasm and with a full heart.

The custom to recite the line of 22N INIM LD upon completing the sounding of

the DWW appears to be a recent innovation. The following is one of the earliest sources to
describe the practice:

DN PR DN FPDNM A3 MR- QYYD-3070 1D DYM AN YD Y
TS 2PN NI T DORYD N DY 3 T 25 1abn Mas ow a3 o0 Hpa
WM AFN NI 55 N5 23010 M DO [P APYAT I AN RITE Pan 00
DYPIDM MY NIRIFD 1M1 MNG NPT AN P71 AN NIRRT DY 0N AR
T3 BT 03 125 2 231 189D NI NAN AYPN DYPIN IPHER NN 2
252773 FINDM IS DN 1 AP8N 53D N

Translation: After the conclusion of Tefilas N Eilah the verse of Shema Yisroel is recited in a lond voice
and the line of Baruch Shem Kvod, three times. The words: G-d is the Lord are recited seven times to
demonstrate that G-d is above time restrictions and above the entire universe, that all is under G-d’s control
and if G-d were to stop supervising the world for even a second, the entire universe would return to a
confused state. We say that to separate ourselves from those who deny that concept. We then sound the
Shofar seven times issuing a Tekiah, Shevarim-Ternab, Tekiah, once. That is a favorable way to signify
that G-d accepted onr prayers and we exclaim: May we all be in Y erushalayim next Y om Kippur.

Why do we exclaim: "2Y9217°2 1IN2M MaR7?

A1 2933 9D FYIPNM RS- 7NN 29w N ARy P A
DO9RTY2 FINDT IS (DN M DNHBYD [DYBT 7NN DY5RNTNa NaN e
YN DR YW T MO M 105maw v0h MDD 51921 DY IDYom oY ARRMA Iaan

DM I N2 T DINEY AN DODRMM AN (RN 1177) 10723 W N5 S o ny
JDY131 N2 /RYSRATTA INAT MY NRvaNa

Translation: After sounding the Shofar at the conclusion of Y om Kippur, it is customary to say: Next year
in the rebuilt Yerushalayim. The reason: Twice a year we exclaim: Next year in the rebuilt
Yerushalayim; at the conclusion of Y om Kippur and at the end of the Seder. The two occasions were chosen
based on a difference of opinion between R. Elazar and R. Yeboshua as to the month in which the Jewish
people will ultimately be redeemed, is it the month of Nissan or the month of Tishrei (Rosh Hashonah

4. Rabbi Yechiel Michel ben Rabbi Aaron Hal.evi Epstein was born in 1829 in Bobroisk, Russia. He married the daughter of
Rabbi Jacob Berlin of Mir (the father of the Netziv) and continued his studies in the yeshiva of Volozhin. He was appointed
rabbi of Novardhok (Novogrodok), and headed the yeshiva there. His son, Rabbi Baruch Epstein, authored the Torah
Temimah. His daughter married her uncle, the Netziv. Rabbi Yechiel Michel passed away in 1908. (Bar Ilan Digital Library)

5. Holiday laws and customs and their meanings across the Jewish calendar, by Rabbi Yehudah Hayun. (Bar Ilan Digital
Library)
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11a). We, who look forward to the redemption, accept both opinions. Therefore, we say: Next year in the
rebuilt Y erushalayim in both the month of Tishrei and the month of Nissan.

One issue has not been resolved; i.e. why we recite the first 210D of V¥ NN at the
conclusion of MBY2 BY. Perhaps a clue for its inclusion can be found in the following
instruction printed in some RYMA:

L atn panon o9 bps Upae ope obwe plops oompes Sy o

L34F3 1 2> 18 e ‘e o2 PEP Sv oy mond Yhapw app b
: Yoo we pomp 29 pEa3 T boos orw

Translation: 1 found in the writings of the Shlah that when we recite the first verse of Kriyas Shema at the
end of Tefilas N’Eilah with a loud voice and with great concentration, we must intend that we are ready to
sacrifice our lives in sanctification of G-d’s name. We should each feel as if we are facing that decision at
that moment and that each of us has decided to sacrifice his life in sanctification of G-d’s name.

The instruction by the /1” S is a reminder of a hidden theme of B3 BY; i.c. our need to

declare ' T°; the singularity of G-d. That declaration may represent the most potent

argument we can make to G-d as to why we should be allowed to live one more year; i.c. if
we are no longer alive, we can no longer undertake acts that lead to the sanctification of

G-d’s name. That 77 T is a hidden theme of M19°2 BY is bourne out by a M50 that
many Ashkenazic communities recite on 11993 B 21 and others recite during N?5N
;e AL 28 789, In particular the following lines convey that message:

On what basis may I come and bow myself before Him 7% ApP? N5 1D AN DIPN 722

who takes no bribe, LMD 925 NN S o PN T

When I have no deeds to show. Therefore my heart is o P95 1913 AR SaN

afraid,; =9
y ]

But now when I remember the sovereignty of the

Divine name T RMIND IR 0N PINT DI
On this I can rely, when all of those who are present ;N
recite: the Lord is one ST TN TS M b DYaR
In unison and in prolongation, each one emphasizing S NS ST A

the word “One.”
Let this sign come tomorrow (that G-d will forgive the
people’s sins on Yom Kippur).

Those lines are based on the following &9712:
bNTEwD 220D B73M 223 NI N"T =2 /A D (N35*) 127 D
YYTPT,TON DYEY VT3 NN ‘71{53 ANV DD DY ANYAR 1Y NDAD okl =N

6. I want to acknowledge that this YD was brought to my attention by Rabbi Eliyahu Soloveichik, Rosh Yeshiva at Lander
College.
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DY20PM 2w RODRDY MIN DI 1D DANYD 0333 NPT DD UIN NI N2
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Translation: Another explanation: When the Jewish People enter synagogues and recite the first verse of
Kriyas Shema with intent, with one voice and with one melody, G-d says: you who are sitting in gardens
when you read together, you act as My friends and My entonrage hearkens to the sounds of your voices but
when the Jewish People recite Kriyas Shema with distraction, with some proceeding slowly while others are
saying the words quickly and few are saying the words with proper intent, the voices of heaven cry in
anguish.

Perhaps the reason to recite the first PYDD of VAW MNP at the conclusion of MDD B is
to create a link between those words and the words with which we begin T12°2 BY; i.e. 1IN
0°39992p7 Y 595015 1. Just before the BY373Y leave and return to their lives
away from Judaism, we remind them of the sacrifices that others made in the name of
TP and we them have them join us in declaring 77 T seven times.

With Gratitude

With the help of G-d, I have reached the conclusion of my first review of the 27D

M onm. 1 hope to begin a second review in the near future. I want to thank those of you
who have subscribed to the Tefila Newsletter during the last eleven and a half years. 1
particularly want to thank Saul Grysman who from the first week began distributing copies
of the Newsletter to the Hillcrest community by e-mail and to Harry Peters who delivered
physical copies to members of the Torah Center of Hillcrest.

I am taking a break so that I can join a team whose goal it is to prepare for re-publication
the book: A Guide To Jewish Prayer by Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, 2”1, my teacher, who
taught Beurei Hatefila for many years at Maimonides School, Brookline, MA. Once my
work on that project has been completed, I look forward to beginning a second review of

the MO 97D.
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