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INTRODUCTION TO THE 777

I collect R¥MT°D; not the actual books but what is in the books. I collect texts. It is my

belief that in order to understand what we currently recite from our prayerbooks, we need
to know what our ancestors recited. We need to know why there are differences. We need
to know when the differences first appeared.

We also need to study what other Jews currently recite from their prayerbooks. I grew up
knowing about only two NINFDI; TI2WN MD and 778D AL, In my youth, I always

davened in synagogues that followed T132%WN MDY, I became familiar with 790D ADW from
sitting in synagogue next to my father, Elias Katz, 97, who grew up davening in a Gerer
Shteibl in his home town of Wielun, Poland, and who continued to daven 980 MDD, no
matter what MDY was being followed in the synagogue he was attending. As a result of
hearing the words my father recited, I developed a fondness for 779D M. Reciting
TETPN RN in the ALNTP of ADM on NIAL simply does not bring you to the same
place that you come to when you recite aps =Rty '[‘? 13N N2, And so I grew up well

aware that no one group within Judaism owned a monopoly on the ai>lalnlni=it

Perhaps my appreciation for all versions of Jewish liturgy provides me with the ability to
present a fresh perspective concerning our M90n. 1 have shared that petrspective in

studying D" n%5n. 1look forward to sharing that perpective while studying the M7m.

It should therefore come as no surprise that the the 7.7 compiled by the Beurei Hatefila
Institute focuses on variations on sections of the M. Included are excerpts from the
11737 that is a part of 1IN B9V 29 77D, Ninth Century, CE; from Geniza fragments
included in LI 112, Volume 2, reflecting another Babylonian text from W QIY 29’s

era; from the 173 of PN "IN, that was found among the Geniza material uncovered
in the late 1800’s in a synagogue in Cairo which reflects the practices of Jews who lived in
bNA "N in the Geonic period and which is reproduced from the Goldschmidt 727

and from a recent edition of a 717277 that follows ]2 D3 which I included primarily to
highlight its differences with other current MTM.

The conclusion that I reached from studying these M7 is that the 1737 that we recite
today is a compilation of multiple customs that existed at the time of the ¥ and at the
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time of the N1, Perhaps the author of the M7 anticipated that by including multiple
customs, his text would be accepted and recited by all Jews. He may have further hoped
that by having all Jews follow one text at the 77D, on the night that we celebrate NN

D731, that the unity displayed thereby would hasten the coming of the ultimate N,

This view of the M7 may explain the criticism leveled by [3N2 *R11782 27, predecessor of

JINJ BABY 29, against the manner in which some Jews of his generation were performing
the 97D:

PN WD R [DD S WP MING 1 NN 2T 1IN INNTDI 27 BN T

NOR ,TDMNN N 1298, IpID 13077 DYTY VN PN AN 1 Pnu ) ORI

NI TV 0N TIN3M AN, DIRN 1T 1321 30PN TV O 22 IR PRI AN N

TN PN I DD 1POIDD TP RIS AN IR TP AR TN OBIN NPT

JT 9272 513 100,55 RN N mIN SNHE 139 N 5ho wan

SN 25 D10 NI 1 10 T om0 DR NDY RO b AR 1R T am A o
1597251 1135 MSART D 130 DM AR 9937 AN ,5 D5 Y9372 D
(1,2 N) 719137 5o 5720 N 31033 5w S

FYI5Y 1397 092D 7325 NN NI TN 1 KD D7 DM 1N 139 23 0
T ITIAY T2 ARAN KD (2,770 pr) o 92 BN pem aN (K7D 1 2913T)
A3 DYTAY MR 37 20933 N 1IN AW DD M2 ST 0 7o LN

NDOMN N TIARM A 0127 1R M 18I 025 P15M 02252 o NI Y9IINY
Rabrininlelui- b Ratep)

SN0 B AN AN I 3970 13 b 57 91T 1Ay paphmy 12308 195 NON
TabR AW 2T 121D, 1NN DI BOINM DI N, MII0a) prna whwrnn o
YA S TION M 0P TN YN DMYBI O IR o5 Tbn 0ab e N
PP B MIAPIN 7DD NUIDDN 18T 27T MR MYON RI2T NI N meph Sy Hen
bNAR oy 595nM5 KOW DTS 192X PwOPY .2 WY MDIANN D, /MIRD 5D IMN
AR W aman 1A 10y 125apmy ,2nmb panm Ty 099305 ndIon nvaa

A2 0T NEY RD 135 3mam M RY v baw M

At first it was thought that the criticism leveled by JINJ *N11) 29 was aimed at Karaite
versions of the MT'D. This notion was disspelled for two reasons. First, the Karaites did
not become a force in Judaism until the time of W1 VD 27, two centuries after the era
of JINJ "N 27. Second, the discovery of the M7 of P lva) ' N in the Cairo Geniza
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confirmed that it was this text that prompted JINJ "R 2%’s criticism. Why was 29
1IN YNR1ABI so incensed by the text of the M7 of Pk P'N? The 727 of "IN
DN took sides on some of the disputed issues concerning the M7, 1IN YNV 39
viewed the 73T of SN=2 "IN as deviating from the intent of the 1727 5Y3 to have the
1737 be a uniform text that was followed by all Jewish groups. In what way did the M7
of PN "IN deviate? Let us study the following 1322 and NA2.:
NPT N ONY AR DN 1377 INDY 3 D131 =T I 0 51D DIMDD MO0k M
PRI 1AM 1RO N MDA Hoaw M om Do mim m9 o manw i 17abn 11aN 133
M5 Hoaw 1 M APH T AN P9IN AR M5 23w 3 10 i R
OYD 12720 1R M55 Hoaw s53 1915 i A5 Seam pbw ohe A phoN uN
FAWa 00@Y M2 Drnm v b5 1028 13 S anpT e omps snw i e on AN
B2 MWIN 197 SN 130 = I DI PNDM 50 I TV 0AN TN BIND N
Y MDD MY RD ADD 119N NI T XYY KD MDD DN 23T MO R RO
M1 DR 1 MIAN BRI D DY FT3H DR 1 MAN YN3 DY onn ooy ow
PN DINTD DTN 297 21T T 502 0IRN2 1 MIAN Y1 AN DR e o 5y
T AP BRD NITT 0P T35 DT (30 MIB) AN DIRHN RYY RITIDIND 1Ry
2775 2115 IRDD FAwS 5515 MmnS 1201 BN 72905 DR N b ey
P19 MTAYE NI IPNT D900 DD NN 1D 1 MaND meue 5 o5p mbyh T2k
1305 MR FDINID TI2pwn D13 NG A5ENm 2 215 Hanmy A s
=115
29 211133 NB M2 DYDM M2 DTARN-R By 1P f7 2108 Noon 923 Tmbn
A3 DYTAY BN DRIZN APMAN 1P 203 NTIAY T2 APRNn BN

In all versions of the M7 recited today, both the opinions of 37 and BN are followed.
The M2 of PN "N included only the opinion of 39.

The N3N provided above may have led the author of the M7 to design a M7 that

includes multiple customs. Notice that the two NI can be read in two ways. They can
be viewed as representing a unified position because no disagreements appear within the
nriet. Alternatively, the NI can be viewed as presenting three customs that were

prevelant at the time of the M'3¥1A; three ways in which a father could answer the %
AN questions presented to him; three ways the father could fulfill the M8 of MDD
D80 NN
13w 0YDMY M2 B Enn
191D PO D2 MWL TY 2N TIIN MDIRD BN 2
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ORI NI T REY RS MDD 19N 09T D R ROE 50 N T SRS 10 3
N IRt MDD 1A
Despite representing three different ways to fulfill the M8 of Q¥R AN MDD, all

three practices were incorporated within the 17a.

The dispute concerning the interpretation of the phrase Ma%*2 QD M2 9N is not
the only dispute that is incorporated into the M7, Both sides of disputes found in the
adjoining NI are also included within the M727:

002377 BN TP DY UMN ONDY Y3 290IN NI 130T Ty AW 0 DN RMDD NaDn s
TN IN DD 137 RINID DO D 130aR @b Y DN 51 ooy A
19—RY 11D 111D N NP 137 QNI T NDY DNRH0 11 MAN DN DN 15N

TOY 17222 DB IS 1 NNTPD NI 2NN 291051 DTG 1P 1 MIaN
(DN BN T TIOR3 TP A0 DDDM (1) DA 12 DR 281 TNTIAYa DR
11972 15 M 55mm AN 1hY e pan a3 By 71am b 01317 -t e
AW RO 90375 0w 193 N MIND AN B8 900 MDISN P2 e

The 1737 includes both the opinion of "NI¥ 1’2 and 551 M2 in providing the sections

of 9971 that must be recited before the meal. The F17377 also incorporates both the opinion

of Y971 27 and N2%PY Y27 concerning the M392 of FING. 11998 °27 holds that the

1273 only concerns the M2IN3 that occurred in the past, R'I82 NN'YY and no M3723

should be made at its conclusion. N2 %27 holds that the M2372 concerns the future

M9INY and should conclude with a 71372, Both versions are included in the [73.

However, the following N9/2) may pose a problem with reciting the 7373 of SNAEY DN

— 55 P NNP IN2T N LTPINID DMM-2 TIY 1P A7 FDD NaD) *H13 TN
NZNTDT INTYT 037 AN T30 MM — NAYD NG ORI DN — RPN DN

ATTI93 MM — NYR RS TR0 U — NPT N8 RN N0 WS —
3L 1DDBY 1NPINNT RIPY 7370 KR SR oMnR DADD 137y S S5m-oraw
AR 5P P5RENM UNW-ENT SR RMPIT A DN NS DY

Does N2V %2%’s text concern the past 123 or the future F2W3? In our version of the

117147, we recite the following before the M272:

PN (DT 1) DIIDDT 11 DUNN NI INRIMI) DIDDT 11 DI 18 DY DoND
T3 DIPDI MR O3, NNTNG B WIT T TP TN 1IN 021 R Y e
O 83 N

The text is clearly focused on the future and should therefore conclude with: DN SN

If not for the fact that in }!3%7 D] the 272 concludes with: SNEw 5&13, I would not
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have considered that the correct AN of the 1973 should be: DN DN,

Both sides of another dispute in the 3% are included within the M7.7; i.e. the definition
of the phrase: &7 N272:
1 IROM AN FTTITY 29 27T N1 INR-R Y PP A7 2 MDD Noon 923 Tmbn
O1 50 Pwa AN 13 02T 1 -N

My contention that the RYJWNJ viewed the 1727 as a text that should incorporate multiple
customs may also explain what appears to be some awkward lines in }3NJ Q7Y 29 27D:

5ow 293 NNYEY2 7200 1OV D INA NN DYTY 1D D5 150 17N

ST IO 29N NNYRYD DD

Similar language is found in the 7D of IR TTYD 27, The word: M3 is missing in
the second line That the word: M2 fails to appear in ancient M7 undermines an
important element of the modern day 717D; i.e. an extended discussion of RN NNYS.
The word is missing not only in Geonic versions of the 77, It is also omitted in the
17737 included in the 113 292 raPW 13929 M. It is also omitted in a version of the
171377 which contains the commentary of 1221 71T1° 972 BFNAN M who lived in the
1500’s. He changes the second line to read: 177528 978 D81 NNYE3 9907 20w
F2Y21 71 997, The earliest version of the 7.7 to include the word "F2a7MR” appears to
be the "% M. Before proceeding any further, we should note that the version of the
F17377 that was recited in PN "IN at the time of the R'JWN. does not contain either line
quoted above and contains no references to the MY of QYN ANYY MNDD.

Two questions can be asked about the text presented by YN RI/AY 27. First, if the word:
112717 is not recited in the second line, then why recite the line: NNYEY2 2DDA bow
F2Y2 7T A7 D822 What does the second line add to the first line? If DNYEY MDD
D78 is a MM, then it is not necessary to say that performing the M8 is M2LHA?
Second: why was the word: 277 subsequently added? We can reconcile the two lines by
arguing that the two lines represent two opinions that were prevelant in N R22) 2%’s
time. Some held that QY82 DNYRY DD was a MI¥M. Some held that it was not a II¥MD;

Lived between the time of the Rif and the Rambam (1000°s) 1.
2. 8517 13098 910 1327 13RI T 297 NN LT 2 aN01 AWNTT DYD TIND DINEY MDD DY AT DY D Nam N

a7 .vown ,15 :footnote 361327 TWHNI AW NI TN 215 7731 1905 1217 53 KDY 71201 527 D13 1331
137 A0 9905 [T NI PO, MAW DYDY M3 DMNT 925w 1N T XYY 725w 9AND 15018 Sow waan
7DD DT 2 DY 13237 [T PN 13927 TRDAM AW R ... R AT IN INDON TN
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it was merely F12%W21; a nice thing to do. A third group, the Jews in SNEw "N held that
there was no M8 at all to perform QYN NNY® MDD and so they omitted any reference
to the MV of QAN ANY® MDD in their 777,

Why did the 78% MM add the word: M2377? Faced with two lines that did not follow
one from the other, the Y MMM may have concluded that a word had been lost in the
transmission or in the copying. By adding the word: 2917, the M AL brought the
two lines into conformity with each other. With the addition of the word: M2 the

Y% M2 not only resolved the ambiguity between the lines but also caused the 177 to
appear to represent a unified practice.

The goal of the 177 9Y3 to have all of PN 593 recite a uniform text at the 77D was 2
laudable goal. That he may have failed in reaching his goal should not take away from his
successes. The 1727 is the book that has been published in more editions than any other
book in Jewish history and the 97D at which it is read is still one of the most popular
events on the Jewish calendar. May the 727 byas goal of bringing about the ultimate
2N be realized in our lifetime.
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WP D D0 1101 BY 5% 133 M2 N 0w 790 12T -N 1 RN N2
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DN NAWT wTPN T ANN TN 305N PR AR TR T nagn
Rath=}iad

3. Reproduced from the Bar-llan Judaic Library CD-ROM
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*HNIY NN NOD

DNV WTP AUN DIYN TON ND-NX N DINN TN 9N M9 NN O2wWN TONIPND-N N NN T2
NN PYYD DN OMIN DNND MNIAY IPND-N T N2 I MNWON 5210 DN NN DMIYN D10 1Y
MM DXOI NN N NYY 122D YTP OIRIPNOY 21V DYDY NNV MNHN HN DY NN MN NIYH OP
DOIAF NNNY STYI IXHN INY NAYN DRI YTPN T NNX TN YT )T MIND N PIANIND

SRD PR NN WP IPNNY ONYN TINIPNI-X N NN TN .WTP IXRIPD

Criticism of the PN 18 MDR3 w112 1S found in *1IR3 DMy 37 970
SY N5 TN PN ADD BP0 WNT AN T D001 Y R T8 PN
T3 02N 1PN DD 5D NN 1D Y IS TR DINIT,NBYY IND .00 WYY DI
NYRYD ,DAYD SN I DN LIND D TR IPR,IDIND DY MY Mayw oo
BITD PN DR ,IBEY 23D 11DT3 NN DIMIN 1IN 21D oM .A50na5 o o

N PRT MW D 3N 72 ,ADDD B0 17D N [T N9

Translation: It is inappropriate to employ the language: that He performed miracles. This is what the head
of the Yeshiva said: he who recites Kiddush on Pesach does not have to include language that refers to the

miracles that the 221 52 11127 performed. What is the reason? Those words are recited in the 71777 just
before 71 in the context of comparing our experiences as slaves who performed hard work with the
miracles that took place which then led to our freedom. It is therefore not necessary to refer to the
miracles in ¥Y7°P. Mentioning the miracles as part of two M272 constitutes uttering an unnecessary
1293, On "D and on MM, we refer to the miracles that the a5y b 1an performed for us as
independent M272. On those days, there is no other venue by which to mention the miracles; no ¥17°2;
no i1737; no V7D like on Pesach. That is the practice in the two Yeshivos in Babylonia’.

O MOy
0N B T 5-500 Yoo .o S0 Pt TR O T wi-R TR T
SDIRDM Y TS

4. Reproduced from the N©A YW NN, edited by Professor Daniel Goldschmidt, published by the Bialik Institute, 1960, pages
75-84.

5. At first scholars believed that "IN 37 was being critical of the Karaite version of the M1, However with the
discovery of the 1731 of PN "I among the Geniza material found in a synagogue in Cairo, Egypt in the late
1800s, it became evident that *3NT11 37 was being critical of the practices of those living in P gtval "N at his
time. See the Appendix, section entitled 21217 18D to learn about other differences in practice between the
Jews who lived in Babylonia and the Jews who lived in 9872 1" during the period of the D3N3

6. See page 17. See also '11 7A@ " PID QMDD NIDH Mawn.

7. In that era, the two Yeshivos in Babylonia were: Sura and Pumbadeisa

8. *INY3 noy b, T noy Sw
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TR WYY MER Y23 0o 1w SR W MR Dryn ten yaR oy on vhn mon
PO TN BT R PR DR T RS 0 PR IpED mep My o
O R332 W o ISR 590 onb reRT 1wh o ok owyw
WL Y o M Mo 5 5 o a0 30p3 onby v ety oo
AR TER MIR=3Y D IRYn 0w R obn WY b S 9RO gmieT iR
oWy OO WV PWTEN ST T3 DT O D DY ORI D) .m0 o SR wvip
W0 T 3% Y3 O D mOnn AOPo wh T R WK R0 v Spn
SN D7D WRIOR T U0 WM 0T DISRI DD 00 T DO 30 Db ponn
WO I LD ;I DRI RN S 0 DD WEER D i 30K o
oy R awh) powh ooh oon inow’ orin O Anpeh DY R YD) YR
T AR LN 0 LI SIS0R N OV SR LTI 0T R0 200 0P SR (I npon

v o5 e oo Son T 1 e o Son mi ovs 3 aman .ot SR
O™ IY0D PTI TR TR 1209 DD LD w533 IR o ero oo )9o Yy
WD LD OIS YPW 1 ORI 0 T TOY 1300 DAY 0o pmR St n
PN D) T Y 3 9 » Y .o 2353 W I b Sw oy ap 1
MDY TOT MY .0EYR S0 W DR RS B3 0 e b man Rben mamnG
OO SR W ) wIpe MR TN o o

oM
111372 52 01 050N 0 DINYAN DD NN 0D

9. The practice of adding a YY) to YT was not an unuaual practice. Adding a Y¥9 to YV is a way to distinguish
the WP of each holiday. Compare that to our practice of distinguishing the ¥YT'p of every holiday only by
reciting the name of the holiday. By adding a U]® we remind those listening as to the unique aspects of each
holiday.

10.Notice that 2’0 NDY adopts the language of M O'0) U’pﬁ}z n 1}5 WY which includes language that *3R0) 39
found to be objectionable.

11.The cutrent practice of not reciting a 11393 before dipping the vegetable in salt watet was not universally accepted until the
1700’s. A i1 published in Prague in 1590, one published in Lublin in 1610 and one published in Amsterdam in 1695
contain the instruction to recite a i1373. Interestingly, a 17377 published in Amsterdam in 1712 contains the instruction not
to make a 17372, All of these M7 can be viewed at the website of the Jewish National and University Library:
jnulhuji.ac.il/eng/.

These are the positions of the D> WNR":
19 XN TID) TAXY TAX 999 DI PN NINN NN T WY NWNN DD 1IN INNND IPYY NTO-N NOON N P99 N8 YN MooN 0"anA
191N NDIN XY INX PPN PO T JNOW PRI 1T SO O NV HY T120 T2 INNY MY IO DPN WITP PIY TN 1930

2NNN-1 N9 .APIND I THNY NDAY DT TAN Y230 DY JNOWN DY PROND NN 11D, IWY NYAIN DY DY NPIN W) NDIN Y1 HY
T2 NN, TN TN TN PN TANY TN D 1Y PNIDNN D) NIN TP DN NOITIN IMN D20 P NPIDY DINTRD 219 NN T
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NI DY 27 77D
M AR MPON T RT DT 0503 BY 1907301 2T 250N DO 1IRYAN 1IN RS
DY N5WI TR PPN 19200 53 NOYEIN

DNIY NIN NON
R
DY N0 DY M PN NYTP IYX DIWN TON IWND-NX N NINN TN

0973
03720 A5N—13 ©o13 o9 aun

IR 19 XT3, 077 720 WHO-K /7 AR 112

1IN DY 29 97D
NIT3D1D 1N DD IN RTP373 IN NDM IR NIDM 1130 MID7Y 001 1IN0 am)

PP TMR 53 1111 .20 122 1322 IMIN PN, N7P5M DM 10187 1PN
DM PHAB!Y ITNT D N2 BN 790 1N 1 AAR T2 72 1000
,T19PI5 113052 113,501 TN 21D BT 7130 L1030 3 W DB DO

WY PAIRDI WD W OIWF TOM 11T-R T ANR T2 T30 0 HIORS s
NT92 195D 712 ,7253 T KON NI 230 N PR DB DaN 5o 1 H1orb
12155170 @b 901 11912 K52 b SN 10351, 501RY 29 SINDY TN D
NP251

NIV NN NON

0995

OYN TINIPNI-N N NIR T2 DNTRD M9 XN OOYN ToN WND-N D NNN T2

T2 579 93 Ny DN YO MYP) OIN XIA IWN ONHYN TON INI-X N NDNNX TN XY M9 XM

T2 NTINN NNP NN NN I

12T WV MINHD NI NIIT 11 NP0 NMN DY T122 PRT IR MHIAN-NPWNIIDLY U -N"T-'R TINY VP T DND NIDN MADIN
T2 7Y TIHM NIV NMIND P3N NN PRI PROV PIIIN DIDNINIY NAXY MINNDVIN PN NN PRY PN YD (P 9T P2IN) Ty 12 X"
JPYMIATI NN PNI T2 NDPVIN DY TINY DN OITO 932 1YV NI
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MY DN YTYD DM TYN ) XN DNIYN TON WNI-X N NNN TN .XYN M9 DY) NINRND DY N NNNR
THO2 MY OPHN NN OWN TINIPND-X N NNX TN .0 TYN DY XIND DY N NN T2 .Ma)
M N NNN TN N DD YA DN NYNND TNV MY NI WX DIYN ToN WNY-N N NN

12
DMWN

y
Dp5OM WY MIYPAY MPYHNT YN AR DM 70T TN

D
T3 DR DA AYPa NXR 061’230
72,710 01 P37 D2 DT NPIND NIOTIN 03K T XY RO N7

PTIY RIWT ONULT RPIND TNIT MY NI ROET OD) D PRI
1PN 233 N3 MY

MIN3 DY 37 97D
YA 73T 52 520 00 19507 50 .08 NYIND NINTAN 19IKT NIY NBAD N

13 RYANT NPED 73D NOF NPT ONET NYOIND NOONT NS NI RO .DEN
Riailal

LRI PR MOV
The paragraph of XY NQI‘I‘? X1 does not appear.

1o NoY
5 153199 080T RYIRD 70T RITIR 1ORT ROY Romo R .00 W L

12.1t is evident that in YN’ XN, as part of ©97 they would eat substantially more than we are accustomed to eating
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14.The word: m2721 does not appear. See the Introduction for a full discussion on this omission.
15.L. Ginsberg, Ginzei Schechter (3 Vols.: Jewish Theological Seminary, 1928).
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18.The YIANT 73T is unique in ending the 373 with PR YR instead of PRI 983, The difference in wording can be
traced to two sources:
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1270 NOY seems to be making a compromise between the positions of 79TV 17 and X3'PY 37, They agree with X2'PY 17 that
the D72 needs a iT7N but they disagree that the T2’ should be 17}{7”0’ S,N) because just before the TN the theme of the

D7 is the future. According to the B”2¥W7 when the prayer concerns the future, the 27N must be 17}*{7'@’ 5}*{]}
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19.1n 5x NN MDY, the 1972 of N¥N NPIX JY and 97D NN DY do not appear. References to these two I8N are included
in this 1292: 79210 99W. This may be a carryover from the way the 970 was held in the w700 ™2, There is no evidence
that anything more than 591 was recited while the familes ate the N©9 )29p together with the N8N and the M. What we
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The 737 ends here. They drink the fourth cup without making a f1373. A note on this

point indicates that since not much time has elapsed since making the 1372 on the third
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cup of wine, it is not necessary to make another 1393, It is their custom to then recite all
of WA PY. In the current versions of the 73T according to 112°11 DN, the DN for
DWW MY is provided together with a Hebrew translation.
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