Young Israel Of Hillcrest
Why Do We Recite

On

Source 1

Translation: On twelve days in the year was the flute played etc. Why just on these days? Because an
individual completes the Hallel psalms on them. For R. Johanan said in the name of R. Simeon b.
Jehozadak: There are eighteen days on which an individual who resides in Eretz Yisroel completes the
Hallel: the eight days of Succos including Shemini Atzeres , the eight days of Hanukkah, the first Festival
day of Pesach and the Festival day of Shavuos. In the Diaspora one praying individually completes the
Hallel on twenty-one days: the nine days of Succos including Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah, the eight
days of Hanukkah, the two Festival days of Pesach, and the two Festival days of Shavuos.
Source 2

Translation: Our Rabbis taught: Who uttered this Hallel? R. Eleazar said: Moses and Israel uttered it
when they stood by the Red Sea. They exclaimed, ‘Not unto us, not unto us,’ and the Holy Spirit
responded. ‘For mine own sake, for mine own sake, will I do it.’ R. Judah said: Joshua and Israel uttered
it when the kings of Canaan attacked them. They exclaimed, ‘Not unto us [etc.]’ and the Holy Spirit
responded etc. R. Eleazar the Modiite said: Deborah and Barak uttered it when Sisera attacked them.
They exclaimed, ‘Not unto us [etc.].’ and the Holy Spirit responded. ‘For Mine own sake, for Mine own
sake, will I do it.’ R. Eleazar b. ‘Azariah said: Hezekiah and his companions uttered it when
Sennacherib attacked them. They exclaimed, ‘Not unto us [etc.]’ and the Holy Spirit responded etc. R.
Akiba said: Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah uttered it when the wicked Nebuchadnezzar rose against
them. They exclaimed, ‘Not unto us etc.,’ and the Holy Spirit responded etc. R. Jose the Galilean said:
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Mordecai and Esther uttered it when the wicked Haman rose against them. They supplicated, ‘Not unto us
etc.’, and the Holy Spirit responded etc. But the Sages maintain: The prophets among them enacted that the
Israelites should recite at every epoch and at every trouble — may it not come to them! — and when they
are redeemed, they recite it in thankfulness for their delivery.
Source 3

Translation: R. Jose [also] said: May my portion be of those who recite the entire Hallel every day. But that
cannot be so, for Mar said: He who reads Hallel every day blasphemes and reproaches the Divine Name?
— He must be referring to Pseukei D’Zimra.
Source 4

Translation:: 29. Thus said King Sanheriv, Let not Hezekiah deceive you; for he shall not be able to save
you from his hand; 30. Nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely save
us, and this city shall not be delivered to the hand of the king of Assyria. 31. Do not listen to Hezekiah;
for thus said the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me and come out to me, and then eat every man
from his own vine, and every one from his fig tree, and drink every one the waters of his cistern; 32. Until I
come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of bread and
vineyards, a land of oil olive and of honey, that you may live, and not die; and listen not to Hezekiah, when
he misleads you, saying, The Lord will save us. 33. Had any of the gods of the nations saved at all his
land from the hand of the king of Assyria? 34. Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? Where
are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? Have they saved Samaria from my hand? 35. Who among
all the gods of the countries, have saved their country from my hand, that the Lord should save Jerusalem
from my hand?
Source 5
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Translation: 15. And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O Lord G-d of Israel, who dwells
between the kerubim, you are the G-d, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; You have made heaven
and earth. 16. Lord, bend your ear, and hear; open, Lord, your eyes, and see; and hear the words of
Sennacherib, who has sent him to taunt the living G-d. 17. Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have
destroyed the nations and their lands, 18. And have thrown their gods into the fire; for they were no gods,
but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone; therefore they have destroyed them. And therefore, O Lord
our G-d, I beseech you, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you are
the Lord G-d, you only.
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