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In this 73*P, Rabbi Elazar Ha’alir describes the unique circumstances of the B2 vis-a-viz
the destruction of the WTPAA N2, On the one hand, no group felt the pain of losing the
WAPAA N2 more than the B33, Being daily participants in the operation of the 12
WP, they knew more than anyone what was lost with the destruction of the N2
WAPRA. On the other hand, the BY372 represented a group that bore significant
responsibility for the destruction of the ¥TPIA N2,

The first circumstance needs no elaboration but you may be curious as to why I would say
that the 8372 bore significant responsibility for the destruction of the ¥WSPR" N2,
During the second Temple era, in the absence of a king, the de facto leader of the Jewish
People was the Pk 113, His fellow B33 were the teachers, the halachic decision makers

and the judges within the community. The MWD, shifts of service at the WIPAT N2,
the theme of this M3°P, represented geographic districts within Eretz Yisroel. That means
that the @Y372 were spread throughout the country in order to provide local leadership.
Being the political and religious leaders explains why the R°312, represented by the
RINIRWA, led the MM rebellion. It also explains why the Y3772 usurped the position of

monarch once the RQYNIVIWM were victorious. In their view they were simply continuing to

provide the leadership they had previously provided except that it was in the form of a
monarchy.

That the RY372 bear significant responsibility for the destruction of the WTPAA N°2 is
because many of them fell under the spell of Hellenism. It is not widely recognized that
the Y372 were among the wealthier Jews thanks to all the gifts they were privileged to

receive, gifts known as M13%12 MINM. That included AN and B¥M22 117D, more so

from male first born animals than from male first born humans. Being part of the
aristocratic class, they were influenced by Hellenism as were the kings who were also

[mEh i

Another little known fact is that the group known as B'PY78 began with the %372, The
term DYPVIY originated from the fact that the Sy 112 was chosen from the house of
P178, the 72 who 'ﬁfbﬂ 17 selected to become the first 2173 ]13 to serve in the N2
W2 built under the leadership of his son 27 M@, All the subsequent 223712

Y9173 were appointed from the House of PYI¥ until the BYNIVIWM took the position away
and passed the position on within their House.



With this background in mind, it is possible to understand why in this 13*P, Ha'Kalir

describes not only the parts of the service performed in the E*TPI NY2that were lost but

also many of the sins that were committed by the R%3772.

The following chart shows the sins for which the first ten MDY were guilty of

transgressing. The sins are hinted to by the name of the TA¥A:
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Partial Translation:

Who rebel against the One who sits on high -7 2790-27

G-d knew the evil thoughts that they harbored and exiled them-D>719¥ -MYT

They took sanctified property so G-d struck them and they wete stripped -NVOY9N -DIN
of all benefit

Guilty of scandal and falsification-19 Ny -D"\_'))'\{)

Named after King Menashe who came from Beis Lechem and -Dn2 1°32-(3)M2710
instituted the worship of the idol Molech.

Because they turned towards their evil inclination, G-d turned His right hand -D97y -0
away from them.

They transgressed laws that are punishable by Karen and therefore the land-1)22%y -\ipnD
was turned into dust and thorns.

They refused to abide by the Torah given by G-d.-9N%Y -M2IN

Because of them the Aron came to be burned -'J;l']l:{ -)_JW:)'Z

Evil neighbors of G-d-5122 -(3)N2)2Y



The ML After The Destruction Of The &TPIR N2

The destruction of the &P N'2 did not result in the disappearance of the ML,
Professor Lee Levine on page 174 of his book: The Rabbinic Class Of Roman Palestine In
Late Antiquity, Yad Izhak Ben-Tzi and The Jewish Theological Seminary Of America,
1989, provides the following map that portrays where each of the MW relocated after
the Bar Kochva Rebellion.
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It was at that time that the Roman Government prohibited Jews from living in or visiting
Yerushalayim except on Tisha B’Av. Because Jewish cities in and around Yersuhalayim
were devastated during the Bar Kochva Rebellion, Jewish life moved to the Galilee, an area

that had not suffered as significantly during the Rebellion. The Q%3712 from each T
relocated, as well, together with the other members of their WA because QYN wanted
to live among other Q%1712 because they knew that other 2% would be very vigilant
about observing the laws of purity. Since the B2 were still collecting AN, a gift of

between 1/40th and 1/60th of all that was produced agriculturally, the 23772 still needed
to remain ritually pure at all times.

The concern with maintaining the MW did not involve only the R%3723. The
community at large in Eretz Yisroel joined in remembering the MY since each VAW



represented a geographic area. AS a result, a practice began to announce each Na¥ the

name of the MMM that was scheduled to serve in the WTPAA N°2 that week. Here is an
example of one such announcement that was discovered in the Cairo Geniza:
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Today is the holy Shabbos. G-d views today as holy.
What is the Mishmar that is scheduled to work in the Beis Hamikdash starting with this
Shabbos? This is the Mishmar that is scheduled: .
May the Compassionate One restore the work of the Mishmarot to its rightful place soon
and in our lifetimes.
How many years have passed since the creation of the world?
Four Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety Four years have passed since the creation of
the world (Year 4794).
How many years have passed since the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash?

Nine Hundred Sixty-Seven years have passed since the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash.
May the Compassionate One rebuild His home and sanctuary. Now say: Amen.

A further practice developed to include RMY'D in DI N5 of N3 that bemoaned the
loss of the ¥TPIA N'2 and which spoke of the MY of that week. Some authors wrote
M217P for all seven M2IM2. That is the type of B0 known as a NAYAL. Others wrote

RO to be recited just before R°372 N273. Those were known by the title: b Y.

These practices were followed by Jews who lived in Eretz Yisroel or who lived outside of
Eretz Yisroel but followed 9N PN 2738, All the B°372 made a point of remembering
the name of the ¥R to which their families belonged and transmitted that information
on to their children.

These practices were undertaken as memorials to the activities that once took place while
the WP N2 stood. They were meant to demonstrate to G-d that the Jewish People

were ready to resume the practices of the WT2!27 N°2 and with the hope that G-d would
agree with the Jewish People that it was time to resume those activities as well.
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