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DEFINING PIE 1N

We ended last week’s newsletter by establishing that the 1Y m'-nw and others disagree

with the 1”217 and hold that it is not necessary to to introduce VA% NN*D with a 7272,
Their position, however, is not without difficulties. How can one read three sections of
the MMM without at least reciting a 77T N2923? Notice that the T m‘mw does not

require that one recite I M2 with 7M™ N33, The question then becomes: is
there something about the nature of P& MNP that obviates the need to recite any
1272 in advance of reciting V¥ NNYA2?

The answer may lie in the fact the M¥MD of VAW NNYIP includes two additional NNXMA:
M7 TS and WA M. It may be the }”217’s position that because one component of
YW PN is TN TR that 2 11973 for AN TMYD must be recited. As he states:
NI NDT2T 720 ANND B0 1221 725 TR PN NI N DO 18N T
S yainmhin
The Y m‘vnw might argue that to focus on Y% NN*AD as 77N % is to draw
attention away from the main theme of Y¥ MNP which is D@7 Y. Fulfilling the
obligation of QWM T is an act that by its definition does not require an introductory

1292 nor a MMM N272. Instead it needs a commitment by the individual that he is
ready to die in defense of his belief that there is only one G-d. Itis an affirmation of our
beliefs; our “pledge of allegiance” to the 02 D 11927, That the opening P10, VAW

DN is a “pledge of allegiance” can be traced to origin of the words found the following
N2
D792 R AR BY MY WIN WY 02T R e - Y A7 QMDD N2

PO NI L. PP AR PO L DT s RO 1T 0RY .0Ta rn 8D b
,TAIN 200N T SRS P (1 2913T) DIVIN T 37 N 2973 900 e NN
D1 PRET 7225 HY 01T DYVAON 1R NDN 1T 10000 AN NIT DM 1T NS

1 DN YW DYUNMN 2PB NN 173D 1 TRYD 11337 130 7335 By 9mm 8 7235 5y

NOW RON 1911 1PDIDDM N I 237 PR 037 97127, DDm 1011 8D TN 11 139phN
Y37 BT 270 12AN MDD IND 13N T 225 1ahn a0 o N2 DN A

TN 113 DR 30PY RN (B0 MPNTD) 2PD 13 Pt 030 nNT e 13 e
NISW BN LT3R 138 TR0 P P 1325 Mbah 2y wpa .0ob TN 190N
AP A RIW SR 2N, SNDBW 120 KW OFNIND 510D snnna @ 29w o
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PN 72 = TN NON 7352 PN DR N TR T3P0 T IR o 033 1R N
ST 225 1ME5H D DY TN NI IR DY AND Y NIND LIAN NN 13353
PP BN —ITIBRD KD 12927 wH DR ND - MNBNG 2793p1 199 11337 0N
SN ITIN DN T 10PN

The same theme is found in the explanation of the M¥M of "M MIAMN by the TI*MT DD:
PINYRMM 52 53D RIT TI2N D@ 0D PANTD DRI -0OWT MR MEn-1N M
MM T IDON T DNAR P (T, 292 T) NI ;N o 0ha AN 5o N

7213 PANM YT AT 137 23 93D M0 pw 2110 DaN TN OO N Y s
TN 13735 DN AN TRY MRS R TN LN TN 100N NI T

I ARTITT P 2w Mo 1HY 5305 13w Trh N By owana

55 25w P TIAYT R LB 033 5O NN D 10D DT MIND WA TINANM
SN TN 5D 29 15725 DNNST BN T, IRIET AT 10 D Ny A
PR DA 9919 12K NI N2 1IN T 1R Dow vph mm mism by 3amd
12BN, 120 25 0o 5 351,10 MTRT Y NN T Aowmnen nmbe
S0P 521 D1 D22 PHY 3D PIRH RAINY 11 TAY MO 550 a1 men
D912 SN 013 FA0H 1127 DOWYN DZN,TINDNI NP MR 1Non 1D
DM 9323 31 XM NI 3735 0913 N9, R N2 MM AR Y 120 D
N3P 21 53

YD ,IINM AN IR 380,71 Y S NI TN MM ARG 1208 T 5 N2
NON DN 032 5500 13981 92902 9913 NP TN IMIAPR N3Na 1o o
DNV I DAN AN 202 12 A3 PRNDT YRR 1AM e 5o
,22905 15D 1291 PDDY RO NP3 ,TTANMI 172 2911 DINAR 1D0M NPMND AN
JBP P37 129D

iy stop short of calling BN Y 2 pledge, an oath or a promise. But it is evident
trom historical sources including some cited by Professor Moshe Weinfeld in his book:
ARYTRPA DY 19399 that other religious groups that were in existence at the time

that 911 wete organizing the MO viewed the words: DN P as an oath. On page
152 of his book, he quotes one of the NI MPY3: Y23 AN 12951 01 X122 BY
PRI AN P12 27D N¥Y2 O 9—N. Professor Weinfeld interprets the words: MN1AN
122 to be another way of saying: QY% mabn 5y ﬂ‘?JP. He further notes:
;DR MR MR 1973p0 5N 1PM23 NG 90 1INEM 1T 9N DIPna (oK
7D NI WDl 5y oPn b—N 1122 N1 N

1. One of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Qumran)
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

27120 13 77 20D NODR-MISHNAH. Six things the inhabitants of Jericho did: three the
Sages forbade them, and three they did not forbid them. These are the acts which the Sages
did not forbid them: . . .they ‘wrapped up’ the Shema . . GEMARA. THEY ‘WRAPPED
UP’ THE SHEMA’. What did they do? Rab Judah said: They recited, “Hear, O Israel: the
Lord our God, the Lord is One” and did not make a pause. Raba said: They did make a
pause, but they said “And these words, which I command you this day shall be upon your
heart”, which implies, this day shall they be upon your heart, but tomorrow they need not
be upon your heart.

Our Rabbis taught: How did they ‘wrap up’ the Shema’» They recited ‘Hear O Israel
the Lord our God the Lord is One’ and they did not make a pause. This is R. Meit's view.
R. Judah said: They did make a pause, but they did not recite, ‘Blessed be the name of His
glorious Kingdom for ever and ever.” And what is the reason that we do recite it? As R.
Simeon b. Lakish expounded. For R. Simeon b. Lakish said: And Jacob called unto his
sons, and said: Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in
the end of days. Jacob wished to reveal to his sons the ‘end of the days’, whereupon the
Shechinah departed from him. Said he, ‘Perhaps, Heaven forfend! there is one unfit among
my children, like Abraham, from whom there issued Ishmael, or like my father Isaac, from
whom whom issued Esau.” But his sons answered him, ‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God
the Lord is One; just as there is only One in your heart, so is there in our heart only One.’
In that moment our father Jacob opened his mouth and exclaimed, ‘Blessed be the name of
His glorious kingdom for ever and ever.” Said the Rabbis, How shall we act? Shall we recite
Baruch Shem Kvod? But our Teacher Moshe did not say it. Shall we not say it; but Jacob
said it! As a result they enacted the rule that it should be recited quietly.

T3 0D-We were commanded to believe that G-d governs over all matters; master of
all without a partner as it is written: Shema Yisroel . . .This is a positive commandment, not
a mere reciting. Its purpose is to affirm as follows: accept my word about this and know it
and believe it-G-d who is our G-d is the only G-d. The proof that this statement is a
positive commandment is often explained in Midrashim: in order to affirm that G-d is one;
in order to accept the yoke of G-d hegemony; in other words, an acknowledgment that
G-d is one and that this fact is true.

The source of this Mitzvah is well known. It is the foremost component of our belief . It
is the strong pillar upon which all of our beliefs rest. The essential element of this Mitzvah
is that a person must stand ready to die to defend the Mitzvah of declaring the oneness of
G-d. Anyone who is not willing to acknowledge the oneness of G-d is denying the most
essential element of our belief. G-d’s reign over us is incomplete if we do not
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believe in the oneness of G-d. Every wise man recognizes this fact. This mitzvah is part of
that category of Mitzvot that are considered under the rubric of idol worship. This a
category of acts that we must refuse to perform even under the penalty of death, at all

times and in all places. The remainder of its rules can be found in Midrashim and in
sections of the Talmud. There you will find many stories of those , young and old who
died a death of martyrdom by refusing to violate this Mitzvah, may their memory be
blessed. This Mitzvah is in effect at all times and in all places and must be fulfilled by both
men and women.

Someone who violates this Mitzvah and does not believe in the oneness of G-d also
violates every other Mitzvah in the Torah because all the Mitzvot are based on our belief in
G-d and in the oneness of G-d. Such a person is called a denier of the essential elements
and is not to be considered a member of Klall Yisroel. He is rather a heretic; someone
destined to be dealt harshly by G-d. One who believes in the oneness of G-d will prevail
over this heretic. This is one of the Mitzvot that we identified in the opening of this book
that needs to be fulfilled continuously. That means that a person is never relieved from
tulfilling this Mitzvah, even for one short moment.

INADP Mo (Scrolls found in Qumran)-With the coming of night and day, I will enter
into a covenant with G-d and with the departure of night and day I will recite G-d’s laws.

In another section of the scroll we find that the act of entering into a covenant with G-d
requires the issuance of an oath, as it is written: he who enters into a covenant with G-d
will proclaim upon his life an oath not to violate.
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