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DOES 23" NN SERVE A DUAL FUNCTION?

We may be able to learn more about the character of the 2393 of 28" NN by examining

the rules concerning the earliest time and the latest time to recite both Y% NN*D and
m98N (WY ).
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What we learn from these two excerpts is that the earliest time to recite V¥ NNYD is
significantly earlier than the earliest time to recite m2on (MY AL and that the latest
time to recite YA¥ NN is until the end of the third hour, a quarter of the day, while the
latest time to recite M990 is until the end of the fourth hour, a third of the day. Despite
the fact that Y¥ MNP can be recited significantly earlier than 1290 we learn in mbw
‘312D DA AN A that we defer reciting YA NNAP until FAAT 1°37 so that we
recite YIY MNP just before 1990, This practice is one instance when we do not follow
the rule of MN¥RAY DY D911, The MMM MIWM explains why this practice began:
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The AT MWD explains that if VAW NN is recited at the first moment that it is
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permitted to be said, there will be a substantial break between the recitation of NNP
DAY and the recitation of M50, This would result in the congregation failing to fulfill its
obligation of M55 5N NOYAD.

This explanation by the MM1723 M3 can be challenged from a point he makes elsewhere.
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The A2 T3 concedes that the 292 of 28" NN can be recited in the fourth hour,
after the deadline to recite PE MNP, This means that the 7372 of 298" NN has a
multiple personality. It is one of the M2 of VY NNYAD and it is the M372 that must
be recited just before MY M. How did this evolve? The m7172 MY does not
consider the possibility that there were individuals who recited YR2% NNIP at the first
moment when it was permitted to do so. Those individuals would then wait until "3
MM in order to recite 128N, Because of the break between the time they

completed PO MNP and recited mo8n, they needed a vehicle by which to repeat D721
D782 NNYYY just before reciting m79M. 298 NN was that vehicle. When the practice
to recite YW MNP at the first moment when it was permitted to do so was discontinued
in favor of delaying the recitation of PE MNP until just before MAWY AL, plil
combined both practices and gave 2'8%) NAN a dual personality. The result is that today
we fulfill our obligation of RA¥ NNYYY N7°IT by reciting the MZTD of MANY and the
11272 of 298" NAN.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

‘[0 DA AN Y ]ﬂ‘?W—The first moment that one can recite Kriyat Shema in the
morning is when one can recognize a person with whom he is somewhat familiar from a
distance of four Amot (an Ama=18 inches). The deadline for reciting Kriyat Shema in the
morning is the end of the third hour which is equal to one-quarter of the day. The Mitzvah
is best performed like the Vatikin (zealots) (meaning: students. Rashi explains: people who
are humble and have great love for the Mitzvot). It was their practice to recite Kriyat
Shema just moments before the first rays of sun are visible so that they complete the
recitation of Kriyat Shema and its Brachot when the first rays of sun appear. In that way
they can juxtapose the recitation of Kriyat Shema with Shmona Esrei. If one can follow
this practice, his reward will be very great. Ramah: The way to calculate what is considered
to be the first rays of sun is by subtracting one hour from sunrise.

DD D DA AN Y Iﬂ‘?W—The time to recite Shmona Esrei in the morning begins

with the visibility of the first rays of the sun as it is written: They will greet you with the rise
of the sun. If someone recited Shmona Esrei eatlier, at the first light and faced the east, he
tulfilled his obligation. The deadline for reciting Shmona Esrei is the end of the fourth
hour which is equal to one-third of the day. If he erred or recited Shmona Esrei after the
fourth hour but before half the day, even though he is not rewarded for praying within the
time limits, he still receives reward for reciting Shmona Esrei. RAMAH: After half of the
day it is not permitted to recite the Shmona Esrei of Schacharit.

P 1D A3 1D BN ATIN Y ]ﬂ‘?W MNN2 MIE-The best time to recite Shmona
Esrei is from the time the first rays of sun are visible as it is written: They will greet you
with the rise of the sun, as it is explained in Siman 89. If one recites Kriyat Shema at the
first moment when it is permitted to do so, which is when one can recognize a friend from
4 Amot away, there is a long break between the recitation of Kriyat Shema and its Brachot
and Shmona Esrei. One then has to wait for the first rays of sun to be visible. This causes
a break between reciting the Bracha on Geula and the recitation of Shmona Esrei. That is
why the practice began to delay reciting Kriyat Shema until just before the first rays of sun
are visible so that one can finish Kriyat Shema and its Brachot just as the time to recite
Shmona Esrei begins.

1D 112D DA AN T Iﬂ‘?W—If one is in doubt as to whether one recited Kriyat Shema,
one should repeat Kriyat Shema together with the Brachot before and after Kriyat Shema.
But if one is sure that he read Kriyat Shema but is not sure whether he recited the Brachot
before and after Kriyat Shema, he does not have to repeat the Brachot.
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2 P"D 1D 1D M2 MAWRA-The Shulchan Aruch is explaining how to proceed if it is still

within the first 3 hours of the day but if it is after the first three hours of the day, one does
not recite the Brachot before and after Kriyat Shema because the doubt concerns fulfilling
a Rabbinical decree. However, concerning the last Bracha which involves remembering the
Exodus from Egypt, the rule is different as the Magen Avrohom wrote in Siman 70; one is
still obligated to recite the Bracha of Emes V’Yatziv even in the fourth hour. This is
repeated by the Magen Avrohom in Siman 68. After the fourth hour, if one is not sure
that one has fulfilled his obligation to remember the Exodus from Egypt, he does so
without a Bracha. In place of reciting a Bracha one should recite a verse from the Torah
that refers to the Exodus from Egypt. This is based on what we learned in Masechet
Brachot Daf 13 side 2 that if one recites a Halacha that involves the Exodus from Egypt,
one has fulfilled his obligation to remember the Exodus from Egypt. Based on this, the
Magen Avrohom wrote that reciting the Shira is enough to fulfill one’s obligation. The
Chasom Sofer disagrees with the position of the Magen Avrohom because the verse states:
in order to remember the day you left Egypt. It is therefore not enough to remember the
splitting of the sea that occurred seven days later. The Gaon, Rabbi Akivah Eiger in his
responsa agrees with the Chasom Sofer. As to whether one can fulfill his obligation to
remember the Exodus from Egypt just by thinking about it, check the comments of the
B’Air Haitaiv in the name of the Beis Yaakov and the Pri Migadim who raise doubts about
doing so. The Sha’Gas Aryeh writes in length about this issue and concludes that one does
not fulfill one’s obligation to remember the Exodus from Egypt through thought alone.
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SUPPLEMENT

A look at some issues involving DY VW NN 1
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Rabbi Eliezer Melamed, currently Rosh Yeshiva at Yeshiva Gedolah in Bet-El, Israel
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