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SEDER RAV AMROM GAON-THE FIRST SIDDUR

Introduction to Seder Rav Amrom Gaon

Rav Amrom Gaon was head of the Yeshiva in Sura, Babylonia, in the 9th Century and died
in 875 CE.  In his era, being head of the Yeshiva was tantamount to being Chief Rabbi of
the Jewish people.  Although Rav Amrom is credited with compiling the first Siddur,
known as: Seder Rav Amrom Gaon, the Siddur did not come about because Rav Amrom
set out to write the first Siddur.  Instead, his Siddur sprouted as a result of answering a
question posed to him by a community in Spain.  Rav Amrom’s response inadvertently
provided the Jewish Community with its first Siddur. 

The first page of his response is significant because it explains what spurred the
composition of his work and because Rav Amrom created the model that others followed
in compiling their Siddurim.  Rav Amrom began his response by presenting the
requirement that a Jew recite one hundred Brachos each day.  Many of the significant
Siddurim that were compiled after Seder Rav Amrom Gaon, including the Siddur of Rashi,
the Machzor Vitry and the Avudrohom, followed the model of Seder Rav Amrom Gaon
and began with the same requirement.  Over time, that format was abandoned by those
who compiled Siddurim.  Why that model was abandoned is a mystery.

Copies of Seder Rav Amrom Gaon are readily available today in Jewish bookstores and can
be downloaded from this website: www.beureihatefila.com and from
www.hebrewbooks.org.  It is a work that must be studied by anyone who wants to trully
understand Jewish Liturgy.  I hope that you will notice two important facts about Seder
Rav Amrom Gaon; how similar the prayers that we recite today are to what is provided in
Seder Rav Amrom Gaon and how different they are.

This exhibit consists of three pages:

Introduction to Seder Rav Amrom Gaon

A Copy Of The First Page Of Seder Rav Amrom Gaon

Translation Of The First Page Of Seder Rav Amrom Gaon
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OPENING PAGE -SEDER RAV AMROM GAON-
THE FIRST SIDDUR

Amrom son of Shashna, head of the Yeshiva in Masa Machsiya (suburb of Sura) responding to
Rav Yitzchok son of the teacher and Rabbi, Rabbi Shimon, who is held dear, adored and honored
in our eyes and in the opinion of the entire Yeshiva.  Greetings of peace.  May Heaven show
compassion to you, your children and all the scholars, their students and our Jewish brethren who
live there. Send greetings of peace from us and from Rav Tzemach head of the Jewish Court, from
the officers, the scholars of the Yeshiva and the students of our Yeshiva and of the city of
Machsiya.  We, the teachers, the students and the Jewish citizens of this area are at peace.  We are
constantly concerned about your welfare and think of you favorably at all times.  We pray for you
and ask that G-d show compassion to you; that G-d bestow abundant mercy upon you, protect
you, save you from troubles and difficulties, from sickness and affliction, from oppressive
governments, from destructive actions, and from all the troubles that can occur in life.  May G-d
demonstrate compassion in granting you all that you ask for yourselves.  
 
Rabbi Yaakov, son of Rav Yitzchok, delivered ten gold coins that were sent for the benefit of the
Yeshiva; five for the leadership of the Yeshiva and five for the Yeshiva itself.  We have
commanded that you be blessed with Brachos and that they come to fruition for you and for your
descendants.  

The order of prayers and Brachos for the entire year that you requested, that has been shown to
us by Heaven, we deem appropriate to set forth and lay out in the manner in which the tradition
was passed down to us, as compiled by the Rabbis during the period of the Mishna and of the
Gemara.  And so we learned: Rabbi Mayer said: a person is obligated to recite 100 Brachos each
day.  In the Jerusalem Talmud we learned: it was taught in the name of Rabbi Mayer; there is no
Jew who does not fulfill one hundred Mitzvos each day, as it was written: Now Israel, what does
G-d your G-d ask of you?  Do not read the verse as providing for the word: “what” (Mah);
instead read it as including the word: “one hundred” (Mai’Eh).   King David established the
practice of reciting one hundred Brachos each day.  When the residents of Jerusalem informed
him that one hundred Jews were dying everyday, he established this requirement.  It appears that
the practice was forgotten until our Sages at the time of the Mishna and at the time of the Gemara
re-established it.  The order of the 100 Brachos was set forth by Rav Natroni son of Hil’Ai, head
of the Yeshiva at Masa Machsiya, in correspondence with the community in Lucena, Spain
through Rav Yosef, the elder.  Rav Natroni provided as follows: it is no longer  possible to recite
each Bracha at its correct time because today we awake each day with unclean hands, hands that
inadvertently came in contact with unclean parts of our bodies during the night.  Instead when a
person wakes, he should first wash his face, hands and feet as is appropriate.  That is how a Jew
fulfills the directive in the following verse: Prepare, Jews, for meeting with the Almighty.  Every
person is obligated to do so.  The following represents the custom among Jews in Spain, which is
Hispania: in synagogue, the prayer leader recites the morning blessings on behalf of those present
so that they may fulfill their obligation by answering: Amen to the Brachos that the prayer leader
recites, as Rav Natroni son of Hil’Ai provided.
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