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MY 993 S5 OR 1Y F193 S50

One letter in one word of TWMANY 172 has caused a wealth of Torah scholarship. Should

the M572 within MNE 113 read 1Y Y92 5511 or MY 1192 M2 Many of you have
unknowingly taken sides on this issue. Your synagogue may have recently replaced the
RCA De Sola Pool 7D with the RCA Artscroll MT°D. In doing so, your synagogue

agreed to recite YA 103 S5m in place of A 021 S5mmm. You might want to check

the 7D you are holding to see where you stand on this issue.

Artscroll has a very solid basis for its position that the 2392 of JANRY T1N2 should read
MY 1193 55N, In the same comment of the [N [ in /N DD 'N3 1D that we
examined last week, the T2 FI¥D continues:
PR NP PIDOW MY I ING LTI ADIDNY TN YIMND 1103 LN 12
DA MMAw N2 5102 1Ay 1D .o B2 T NS 2
Artscoll is following the lead of the MMM MWD who was following the QFNAN 131,

The ancient @YD including the 1IN DAY 27 77D, the R”217, the BN MMM, the
AP and the BFATIAN present the MD73 of MR N2 as 1Y °02 55m1. After the
era of the "IN the 292 of N 712 as WY 702 P iaiaty begins to appear in many
editions of the MT'D. This is how the 277 Y mbw explains the switch to M923.
MIPNN;TAMAN AN T N7 D A2 NNID MNL A2 S 2= 2 N 2D
M2 D [ WM 12 2IND WMNEDY DRWT 1 M7D12 NN T DY ATIM NDaD N

VAP 1D M3 Y DM °D HY1 ;T 19N TmIpn 1nND 153D 178 BND N T
Y 2D R

What is the dispute between the positions? Those who hold that the 12392 should read
MY 1193 59 believe that the words of =N 113 were authored by MDD "IN
M2Y137 from a note that dropped from the heavens. They discovered that the note
contained 87 (I"D) words. They connected the number of words in DANE? M2 to the
PIDD in DY L which contains the words 170 BN WNT. As a result of that link,
they determined that MNE 172 should be the lead-in to AT Y20, They further
discovered that if the word *82 is changed to the word M523, which in N*%21] also equals
87 (1”9), a message can then be conveyed to the 22 D 13327 that we understand why the
a5y 5 1330 arranged that the note be dropped from the heavens.
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Despite that mystical interpretation, many R*W7°D continued to print the 7293 of N2
SANRY as MY D2 S5m0 for a simple reason. It follows the rules of P1727. The word
"D2 is a contraction representing two words: 5w 1193, The word *92 as a contraction fits

into the meaning of the 7293; in English: “in the mouth of His nation”. The word 183,
in contrast, means “in the mouth.” The words “in the mouth” appear to be connected
with that which preceded it; i.e. S5mm; translated as: praised by mouth. The word 1Y

would then appear to be connected to what follows it; i.e. TAW12; translated: “His nation is

Praiseworthy.” The DN NTAY D expresses his displeasure with the change :
1PN 178 NDII NI 92 % B /N3 (~R=R=kn A7INS OF1aN 1212 MNY 72
DM DITOT T PPN P

9D N2 27 who in the 1600’s compiled what he hoped would be a grammatically

correct MT’D had a much stronger criticism (Editor’s Note: notice the puns):

1AY D3 1ND2 DYINY YIS DWW Ny PITRT RPTIPTD NDDAN 0D T NYIEN
27937 AN N3 S M2 7DDmS M1 178 NI 11792 02 DID% OB DN
397 SR N1 RIS 7% 10 0T 0% AN TIMDT 1Y W RS D My
M22) .53 11MINY 2R MO AN P 7B DD NI BN TN MDA IN
TN O 51D DOMOM WanE Yamnn Mad PPNRE 11D D1 A7INI ADY N2 AND

Professor Naftali Weider in an article entitled: M09 MDA A5DNT ADR2 DN
PPN in his book: 3P MM 120NN MDD MMM relates that he discovered
DYNT'D dating earlier than the era of the *"IN in which the 1292 of VANRY N2 was
written as 1Y 1193 951, Those DY N0 did not refer to the NI of 17D nor did
the number of words in their versions of NRE N2 equal 87. He further found that in
those same RYMT'D wherever the word Y92 appeared, it had been changed to 193,
including in the B2 of TN 5P, in M2 N%BN. This is his explanation for the changes:
PONDIRI N Fi N9ME T 103 7027 N9 MPITS DINamy Yosm 1IN
AN DD, 510N N2 PYANT NI D N (MIAR MNP AN T AP It
W 71203 APOID QW 12 B 1700 OY TWOMA 1 NI W A b
That the word *8 was a derogatory word is found in a comment made by the BTN 1at:
"D YD 9D D3 N DN MY MY mAwmm H»ab 137 9502 3300 —/MY D BN AN
PPN AP DUNDR P2 NN LM AN T2 N 0 P DY 973 1 7N
DN Y9 9131 PDBM T 17y NN N2 T M 57310981 970y [ man 770 R
O YT IINIDA
It is ironic that the BFNAN 128 who supports the change from 92 to 792 because of a

NI never recognized the connection made by Professor Weider 350 years later.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'R D7D /NI 1D AMIN2 MIWA-It is correct to recite Baruch Sh’Amar while standing even
when praying alone.. One should hold two groups of Tzitzit while reciting it. After
finishing Baruch Sh’Amar, one should kiss the tzitzit. The word “Ba Peh” should be
written with a Segol. The word “BaTishbachot” with a Chirik.

T8 ,’2 /NI 2D 277 Y U‘I‘?W—One should recite Baruch Sh’Amar with a tune and a
melody because it is a beautiful and sweet song . The Great Assembly authored it by way of
a note that had dropped from Heaven and they found the words of Baruch Sh’Amar
written upon it. And it has 87 words which we associate with the verse “Rosho Kessem
Poz.” It became the rule that it should be recited while standing even if recited while
praying alone. By way of a secret communication, we learned to recite the bracha with the

word “BaPeh Amo” and not “B’Fi Amo.”

DN ATaY MTD-Concerning that which the Magen Avrohom stated in Orach Chaim

Section 51 that one should say “Ba’Peh” with represents the number 87 in gematria, we do
not pay attention to a gematria when the results of the gematria contradict rules of Hebrew
grammar.

DD N2 27-1 heard sounds of perversity from those who are pedantic about matters
and who incorrectly interpret and then say “Be’Peh Amo”. They give a false justification
because the word “BaPheh” in gematria represents the number 87 which they see as a
connection to the number of words in Baruch Sh’Amar. Their words demonstrate
crookedness of the mouth. They do not know the grammatical rules of adjoining.
According to their position, the prayer should have included the word “of”” but then there
would be 88 words in Baruch Sh’Amar which would then spell their downfall. Their
interpretation would be then disproved and we would be relieved of it. The Beth Yosef
had already written in Orach Chaim Section 56 that it is not proper to change the words
chosen by Chazal because of an interpretation.

P Mah Npowna nYBNM MDA DY N-(Changes that Entered the Nusach of the

prayer under the influence of non-Hebrew Words)- I suggest that the reason to avoid the
word “BiPhi” is grounded in the fact that the word “Fi” in French and Old German (and
in other languages as well) was a word that represented dishonor and contempt and on
occasion was associated with spitting. Using a word of dishonor such as that in connection
with G-d was seen as an affront to the honor of G-d.

‘M8 D DA AN BFN2N 131-It is written in the book Ha’Gan that in order to eliminate
bad thoughts while praying, a person should say three times Fi, Fi, Fi and then spit three
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times but not to spit wholeheartedly but to do it gently while keeping his tongue between
his lips while spitting. Certainly the bad thoughts would then depart. I do not agree with
the suggestion of the Ha’Gan to act in that manner while praying Shmona Esrei because it
would create a break and do we really know that the such action has the intended result.
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