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THE MAHZOR ROMA HAGGADAH

In every Jewish home the Haggadah has always been a prized volume.
Many persons concerned with the lustre of Passover even sought to have
their Haggadah conform to the beauty of the Seder table. Illuminated
Haggadot therefore were and are still very popular; they contribute much to
the elegance of our festival. Other participants in the Seder however were
more concerned with text and commentary in the Haggadah. These persons
searched deeply for novellae in the traditional accepted text, and they found
it in the medieval Mahzor. We generally regard a Mahzor as a book
containing prayers for the holidays. But in truth it is for the "cycle of the
year,” which is the meaning of the term Mahzor. In it all of the prayers of the
entire year, as recited in the synagogue or at home, as well as the rules of
conduct and laws of ritual practice were included. Such for instance was the
Mahzor Vitry, prepared by Rashi's disciple, Simha of Vitry, France. Similar
to it was the Mahzor Roma. S. D. Luzzato, one of the greatest of Italian
scholars notes that this was the first of the printed Mahzorim. But the present
edition before us, containing also the Passover Haggadah, was printed in
Bologna in 1540, It includes an excellent commentary called Kimba
d'avishuna by R. Johanan Treves. This, as Luzzato also notes, was never
reprinted in later editions of Mahzor Roma or the Italian ritual. Its exceptional
value can thus be appreciated.

In form the Haggadah presented here is but part of the Passover
liturgy. It is preceded by the evening service and is followed by the morning
service of which only the evening service is included in our text.

There are a number of interesting features in this edition, The name
of G-d is not written as is our practice; instead of the (hey) n there isa T
(daled - with a dot over it). This usage in Italian books is in accord with the
traditional notion that the full name of G-d should never be written out.
Hence even today the it or the 1 represent G-d's name. Naturally, the readers
of the Mahzor Roma knew that the 71 (daled with a dot) was to be read as
a i in formal prayer. But in print it was necessary to change this because

medieval Jewry was not always safe from censorship. Often books were



removed from the synagogue or Jewish homes and kept in non-Jewish offices,
without strict sanctity. So that the name of G-d should not be desccrated, it
was the custom not to print it even in the prayer books in the holy manner.

In fact, our edition has a censor’s approval, dated 1556.

The Haggadah, as part of the Mahzor, contains, as usual, a full
instructional manual, explaining the mode of observance and all the
Passover laws and customs, culled from the Talmud. We can recognize that
the copyist used exact passages from the Talmud. The laws of kashering

utensils, for instance, are included.

As a Mahzor, there is the inclusion also of the evening Service.
Interestingly there are varjations in the renditions of 0*Tm or 1T
Likewise the prayer of W7 ANR is not given; it is supplanted by MM W72,
Also, 0120 D'W is recited even in the Maariv service. All this is the Italian
ritual, with special piyyutim or poetic selections added. For comparative

liturgy therefore this is of great importance.

As presented here, this section of the Mahzor is not meant to be used in
the Synagogue or even at home as the "prayer book™ for one’s devotion.

The Haggadah itself is indeed striking from a comparative perspective,
for the phraseology therein is often different. Thus we have, not in accordance
with our present-day readings, such phrases as 1I°'ID 23 2D 1932,
I Nxn, M09, and ppn DR WM, (WIRD 02 WIT

Instead of nxan mw? in the wnm? o recital we have a full
Aramaic text, with the phrase X'NxT ’Rnw?2. In the Ma Nishtana the first
question is 1"2°20N 1R 'R, as in the Palestinian Mishnah.

The Roma text too is often much shorter than our own. Note for example
the Tnnm 79w. So toois nanw, though a summation of it is added,
exceeding our own texts. One also notes the absence of M09 MT'D 20N and
the later songs of ®in1 1"TR, UVT1* °n IR, and R*TA TN These songs have
been added at a later epoch. Only included in this Roma Haggadah are *n"
N2°20 °3Mm1 and nog nar omnwl. The Haggadah ends with the doxology
R1 12 ),

The explanations at various intervals are illuminating. We note, for

instance the question: is a blessing necessary for each of the Four Cups,
because each one is a new appearance (Mwn 0'19) or is it all one mitzvah?



The answer even with minute comment reveals a full review of
talmudic thought and portrays the metamorphosis of the Haggadah.

As already pointed out, this edition contains a superior commentary.
This commentary is by R. Johanan Treves (1490-1557). He was of the
family of Rashi, of French Jews who immigrated to Italy. Though recognized
as one of the outstanding rabbis, whose decisions in the rabbinic law were
often sought, and whose opinions even in current affairs were respected, his
greatest interest was in pedagogy. He served also as editor in the Bomberg
Press in Venice and devoted particular concern to the correct readings in the
Talmud. He is best known for the present commentaty Kimhba d'avishuna,
which became widespread. The title means “roasted ears of corn” which are
sweet. Apparently the commentary added sweetness to the text. Herein are
quoted Alfasi, $'mag, Kimhi and others. A study of the commentary would
indeed be a research in talmudic learning on Passover, Many interesting
questions are set forth, Especially among them are:

1) Why is no 1MW recited when the hametz is removed?

2) Why is there insistance on search for hametz, more than for other
prohibited foods?

3) What is the reason for all the numerous expressions in 811 120 ?

4) Why is there no blessing for haroset or for the recital of the
haggadab, ot even for Hallel?

5) Why did R. Judah give a mnemonic sign for the plagues?

The commentator notes that the total of all the plagues, as suggested
by the different Tannaim is 500. This is the total of the mnemonic abbrevia-
tion by R. Judah. Moreover his “sign” is but to demonstrate that the order
of the plagues is in accord with the Bible and not as in Psalms.

The recital of the grace is not included in this Haggadah because it
is a daily practice and it is well known.

The commentary also explains the word v “End of the Bondage
(of the Egyptian exile)” in the text as numerically equal to 190. Added to
the 210 years of sojourn in Egypt this reaches the total 400 years mentioned
in the Bible in the promise to Abraham. Here the eternal hope of Israel was
realized, serving as encouragement in the present and as the guide for the
future, when the realization of Freedom in the world shall be complete.

Cr‘évxi-(] p’ %«A

SIDNEY B. HOENIG
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Many of the most important libraries and bibliophiles in the
United States and abroad requested our Haggadahs, among them:

Bureau D’ Animation et de Coordination
Des Centres Communautaires, Paris

Hebrew Union College Library, Cincinnati

Instituto Arias Montano, Madrid

Liberaal Joodse Gemeente, Amsterdam

Library of Congress

New York Public Library

The Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America
Yeshiva University

and others.
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List of our Published Haggadahs:

1960—THE PRAGUE HAGGADAH . . from the year 1527
1961—THE HAMBURG HAGGADAH .... from the year 1731
1962—THE BARON GUENZBURG

HAGGADAH . ... ... from the year 1725
1963—THE CECIL ROTH —
OXFORD HAGGADAH ... from the year 1753

1964—NO HAGGADAH PUBLISHED
1965—THE WASHINGTON HAGGADAH from the year 1470
1966—THE MAHZOR ROMA HAGGADAH from the year 1540
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