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HOW MUCH OF 112 32 WAS COMPOSED BY 1121737 NDaD "IN

Now that we are about to study each section of MY AN, it is fair to ask: did "WIN
M2173m NDao compose just the theme and the endings of each 373 of AAYWY AL or
did they also compose the actual words within each 7393? The abl-l 1PN in his
introduction to MAYY MY asks this question because of those who count the words
within each 272 in ALY ANMAL and attach significance to the number of words. The
difficulty with that approach is that the N9/2J never identifies the wording of each M272.
In fact the RY&771 that we previously studied only identified the endings of each 72723
and the N72J which we will review when we study the order of the N1272 only speaks of
the theme of each 7272.

The 11780 1PN identifies I’T‘?NWD DM 7 as one of those who believes that the complete
text was composed by M2V MDD SLIN:

9D FIBP NN PPN 19T 0O KOW YT 130 DOwnm— PID—3 w00 )
ALY DAL NPT TR N2 120WT O RSN DN A0 B 23D 57D 1D F1IXp
M2PDM NID72 PavI 11PN 1D NNID F207M PR AMRN2 7D 537 19 aw 1m%
NI 1778 PPD 11200 52 B2 mIN 119w 97T PN 10w IND NS NPT 192007 1982
23 TR T2 D71 0NRDY 123950 T MY NINDY MDY N30 PN TINGD 1508
MW D7 DINNTT 1 M2 F19DNM NIND NIP 17 23N - DID—'2 (P 0N )
ND13 WIN NIND DY MMID 733 07 122 F1D1I AN TP DIN 271N 1IN T Parhy
Y wIBN N NPT 1230 192 531, DIN23 FI1D B 03P 37 P, 198N 3PN 1191
TN D112 DY FPIAP 1950 YA’ N1 51535 1 8 8501 PN 1PNk barw Nnwa?
DO DY N MM 1O BYD 5332 DIRNRM 20arhy Mmnhipn 53 b oapn
D MR NP T ND 2103 3112 5N NN Ty PR npng ,mnD Min?wn o2
2125 KD N9 2257 11257 ,550 nNen 19 N TP mnnamh mmT menea mhen
IPMNAN N 1997,2750 DINPNI 210D 1D NIDYI 225 KD N2 abT N2
M 9D Yar NRTP DA 1Nk S KD Mpn B8 927183 11292172 TNy B 11303M2
ADI 1PN AP 71300 DN OMON YOI TN MDY NI 0 By KD DN N snba
22107 53 12302 NN MTSD M N IRN BD3 INANY NI 0w M3N2M A95NM pany

P12V 2PV 27 in his NT'D expresses a similar view except that he concedes that changes
to the wording had entered the MT°D:
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The 175N 1PN also presents the view of the students of the AN to this issue:
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The 128N 1PN notes that 211 often speak of the concept of m2an My
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Why did 1’75N11f3 R ' feels so strongly that the complete text of MY MY was
composed by F2YTIM MDD WAN? Why was he unwilling to concede that errors had
entered into the MT*D? The opinion of I’T'?NWQ R 'A must have been shaped by the
era in which he lived. I’T‘?NWQ 21 1 lived from 1749 to 1821 which coincided with the
birth of the Reform movement. Obviously, I’T‘?NWJ B ' was concerned that any
admission by him that errors had entered the MT'D would provide the Reform movement
with the justification to change parts of the MT*D. We who have been open and frank in
our discussions about errors that have entered the 7D must heed to the opinion of "M
I’T‘?NWJ R M. What is written here should never be considered a basis for changing even

one letter of any MNT'D. The strength of our prayers emanates from the fact our prayers
contain the same words as did the prayers of our fathers and our mothers.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

" PAD—2 A 0N @B3-A knowledgeable person understands on his own that not for
nothing did the members of the Great Assembly which included prophets compose this
small prayer. They did so through divine inspiration and composed these exact words
because they saw that reciting these words would give order to all the various worlds. . .
Our forefathers including Rabbi Isaac Luria revealed to us some of the secrets hidden
within the prayers. But what they revealed is only a small part of the depth within the
words that the members of the Great Assembly used for the prayers. Those who are
knowledgeable know that no man has lived who could have created as great a composition
as the Shmona Esrei in which the members of the Great Assembly imbedded within the
words that which keeps the upper and lower worlds in order. Every time one recites the
words of Shmona Esrei, new ways of keeping the world in order are created. This will
continue until the time of the coming of the Moschiach. No recitation of Shemona Esrei
prayer is similar to the one before or to the one after. That which was recited in the
morning is not the same as the one recited in the evening and the one recited in the
evening is not the same that is recited the next morning. That is why our Rabbis stated in
Masechet Chagiga page 9 side 2: Missing an opportunity to recite Kriyat Shema or
Shemona Esrei is something that cannot be recovered. Creating a prayer that has that kind
of power could have only happened by men who were prophets and who received divine
inspiration while composing the prayer. These are the words that were counted. Hidden
within the words are the means to put the world in good order.

1R 5N 12 09D NS 1PTEES 3PP 39-The wording of Shemona Esrei was
composed by the members of the Great Assembly who gave great thought to each word
and considered in great detail the order in which they put the words. Without a doubt, the
men of the Great Assembly spent much time in deciding the number of words. They
turther worked hard to ensure that there be only one version of Shemona Esrei for all of
Klall Yisroel. In the passage of time and because of the many times that the words were
copied by hand and by so many people, differences developed in different places from East
to West. This was the fault of scribes and the ones who made copies. In any event, the
result was that two main versions evolved. In one of them there are certainly errors.
Whoever caused the errors did not act appropriately because he changed the language of
what was composed by our holy forefathers. Since it is not clear which version is correct,
each person follows what he believes to be the correct version and finds justifications for
what he does.

The students of the Y"IN-The Kabbalists, followers of Rabbi Isaac Luria (ARI) have

another way of explaining the evolution of the various versions of the Siddur that are in
our hands today. It is their position that the members of the Great Assembly composed
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from the start 12 different versions of Shmona Esrei in honor of each of the twelve tribes.
Each tribe was assigned a different gate through which their prayer ascended to heaven.
The Kabbalist, Rabbi Chaim Vital in the beginning of his book, Pri Eitz Chayim said in the
name of his mentor, the ARI that there are 12 gates in heaven, each corresponding to one
of the 12 tribes. Those are the gates that are mentioned at the end of the book of Ezekiel.
My mentor, the ARI said that the gates are not equal and each is different. That is why the
prayers of each tribe is different.

ablolal 1P'N-An allusion to the concept of multiple gates through which prayers rise to
heaven is also found in the words of our sages in the Talmud who said in Masechet
Brachot: from the day the Beit Hamikdash was destroyed the gates of prayer were closed.
In Masechet Taanit: in Schacharit, Mussaf, Mincha and Ni’Ilat Sh’Arim; in Baba Metziah:
All the gates of Tefila are closed except the Gate of Wrongs; in Devarim Rabbah: The gates
of prayer are sometimes open and sometimes closed. From all this one can conclude that
there are many gates of Tefila. That explains why our Sages composed the following:
Aveinu Malkeinu Psach Sha’Arei Shamayim Li’Tifelatainu . . . and at the end of Tefilat
Ne’llah on Yom Kippur: Sha’Arei Shamayim Psach and Psach Lanu Sha’Ar B’Ais Ne’Ilat
Sha’Ar.
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