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SUPPLEMENT
The Theme Of The 2°21°8 Of The 71299 YI3IN

There are several reasons to recite the QYYD the liturgical poems, that are recited as part
of the repetition of MAWY AN on the four special RYNAW, the MWAD V2N, that we
mark before MD. The primary reason to recite the QWD is because the RY1°D contain
references to the themes of the day. Think for a moment what else we do on N&*1D
D’5PW in order to mark the day. We remove two 7N 79D from the ¥TP 119N and read
a special portion from the TN, We also read a special 70O, Do the special reading
trom the M0 or the special MWAT convey the message of the day? The Torah reading
is taken from N2 2 NM@AD. The 271 52 13127 tells 1327 FEM to count the Jewish
males who are over the age of 20 by having each contribute a EPWH D3 and then
counting the coins and not the people themselves. The theme of the MO concerns
money that was donated to the WP N’ for the repair and maintenance of the 1’2
WAPAA. Neither of those readings explain why we mark D"?PW D90 at this stage of the
year. However, the RY01°D do reveal why we mark D"?PW DYAD at this stage of the year.

The RO serve another purpose as well. They represent the personal prayer of the
composers of the R*01°D. Who were the composers of the R'WYD? More often then not

they were 712°% oW, the prayer leaders. This fact highlights an important aspect of

Jewish prayer that is not discussed enough; i.e. the requirement that we add our own
personal prayers to the fixed prayers. The following represents what the Gemara teaches
us about that requirement
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Translation: Mishnabh. Rabban Gamaliel says: every day a man should say the Eighteen Benedictions. Rav
Joshua says: an abbreviated eighteen. Rabbe. Akiba says: if he knows it fluently he says the original
eighteen, and if not an abbreviated eighteen. Ray Eliezer says: if a man mafkes bis prayers a fixed task, it
Is not a genuine supplication.
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Translation: Rav Eliezer says: he who mafkes bis prayer a fixed task etc. What is meant by a fixed task?
Rav Jacob son of 1di said in the name of Rav Oshaiah: anyone whose prayer is like a heavy burden on hin.
The Rabbis say: whoever does not say it in the manner of supplication. Rabbah and Rav Joseph both say:

whoever is not able to insert something fresh in it.

The requirement to add our own prayers to the fixed prayers was not limited to individuals.
It was expected that the M2%% M9 would add his own prayers as well. We have already

seen that MY may have entered into {*"&77 N7 in that manner. The additions to
ARY AL during the MWD %2 NALY may have also entered into AARY AN by the
same route. Certainly an argument can be made that the A72Y MY for each 1751 on
N2¥ is unique because each version of the MAYY MV that we recite contains within it
DD or remnants of RYOVD that were once by recited only by the 1233 mabe during

P"@7 NAIM. Notice the following lines from MY AN NYAY DAL that run in
alphabetical order:
A5 ANTD AR T3P 05 1051 NINna s rne

S0 971 5y 285 Y2 ,(1%) NN NI NONDN Bha
2 A7 DM 2301 T T REAN MR (1)

In the AA¥Y A of ADMD N8N N, the BYD is even easier to identify. Each word
in the following poem represents one line of a one word per line poem that is presented in
reverse alphabetical order :

A5M3 a0 ORWS MaIl DI MDY MRANE AN ,MIAND N0, Naw NN
IN 1M [P N7 DYAMING B3 101 DY R

AP AL in A0 n%9n on ML BN may be the oldest example of a {*"&71 N in
which the 3% M9 was expected to present the FIRY MM in a manner that differed
from the silent ALY I8
ISui=2h 1D1PD5 inii=REnkiiniaRthiminlig SANDY=MIW BND 77D (D1D7) PINJ DAY 27 77D
... 272 yn mawn wNn S 1eomnn nhona m upm ohorm Ao noana
D72 paw om0 1O5ENm DN PIBY MAR MDY W DPn)
As late as the era of 3N BAMY 29, the 800’s CE, the additional M372 that were added to
the FIAWY 3 in DM NP5ON on MW BN were added only by the M2 oW
during 1”@ NAM. They were not recited in the silent 7Y A, Although the
M27237 MMM of the additional three N1272 that were recited by each 128 Mo were
the same, the content of each of the M272 was determined by the 733 Mo, The
AW provides parameters for what needed to be said but left the final decision of which
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Translation: He should not recite fewer than ten verses within the Bracha of Malchios, ten verses within the

Bracha of Zichronos and ten verses within the Bracha of Shofaros. Rabbi Y ochonon son of Nuri said: if he
recited only three verse in each Bracha, he fulfilled his obligation. He should not recite any verses that

contain negative messages within any of the Brachos. He should begin with verse from the Torah and end
with verses from the Prophets. Rabbi Yossi said: if he concludes with verses from the Torah, he has fulfilled
his obligation.

Although the dominant theme in the R85 of the N0 V27N is the special aspect of
each NAW, the personal prayers of the composers of the QYWD are found there as well.
Ironically, it may be the personal prayers of the N33 MY taht reflect the true theme of
the M0 V2N, Notice the following lines that are found at the end of the 91D that
begins: 20?0 PYAYM:
DN 07 01 5 1oy, oemny 1D o2 Anen e

The name of G-d is implanted upon the people who cling to G-d out of love and
friendship. And yet because of their relationship with G-d, they are often put to death.

B0l NPNA? WPR2 BRI P13 BN T VI Ao
G-d should awake and extend His holy arm to seek revenge on those who kill His

followers. And in the month of Nissan, G-d should let the Malkosh rains come forth and
resurrect the dead which we expect will occur someday in the month of Nissan.

Another example is found at the end of the 81D that begins: N*7 72182
JJT{?’E;J_’\ ‘7; 'lﬁm: 'IJ’D'IJ van ,13?4}’@"1 jlakiia B A} ﬁNZ) 190

Notice the downtrodden condition in which we are mired, look at the depth of our
difficulties. Do not allow us to fall any lower.
WLIDMIT 92 INDD T NP
Proclaim our freedom as You did during the Exodus from Egypt and raise us up.
Rhiug-hinighy D’?;JS‘? ~mFaln
Force the other nations to replace us as the degraded people?. '
DTV 29D T2 2070 DIDIDN DD DO TN ﬂﬂ‘?ﬁﬂ‘? 2N
Remember to lift up Your nation that needs You from the depth of its humiliation, the
Nation that at one point was crowned with so many crowns at Mount Sinai

2. Aninteresting line. According to the current Palestinian authorities that prayer has been fulfilled. They desctibe their
relationship with Israel as: the oppressed have become the oppressors.

copyright. 2009. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



page 6 m9D0M AN 1A
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They gloritied You at the splitting of the Sea; Remember the nation that You promised
would be too numerous to count.

Another example found at the end of the D that begins: WY 2 1IN:
RO ARDI TS RIS DM
G-d, just as You forgave the Jewish people by their donating the half shekel
D912 D93 1WNDY APY 12
So too accept our words in place of the sacrifices that we can no longer bring in the Beis

Hamikdash.

The themes of the MYETD V27N are two-fold. First, we recall the regular practices that
took place at the time the W27 N°2 stood; i.e the BPWH DRAR, the TYIN 798 and
YRR TP and M3 M2, establishing a leap year. Since we cannot perform those
activities, we commemorate them by speaking of them and their requirements. By doing
so, the @91 2 129127 accepts our prayers as substitutes for the activities based on the rule:
W PDY BB RS, In addition, the NY¥WAD YITN serve an even greater purpose;
reminding the 29 DY 13127 that it is within His power to bring back those activities. We
cannot bring back those activities on our own. We need the 25 S 13131 to bring about
a FPINI. Understood in this manner, the NP0 YIAN serve as an appropriate prelude to
MDD, The 77D is not only the celebration of a historical event. It too is meant as a prayer
that the FT?IN3 should come as soon as possible so that we can resume celebrating MDS as
it was celebrated in the &P N'2. We find that theme in the final words before the
MO of the M2393 in the M7M:

by wm v 75 7N N5 Ram e 5y onT piee 2T 1) DNDOM (B DY 9NN

5N BRI AN N2 w0l M0 HYY RN

The prayer for 12INJ that may be the primary purpose of the NVE70 Y27N would have

been lost but for the inclusion of the personal prayers of the QY% D, the composers of the
mya)bR
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