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INTRODUCTION TO 2% NNYP M272-1

In our discussion concerning the concept of D¥ by 1"DMD, we quoted from a part of
Eliezer Levy’s book 12507 MTID? in which he suggested that the first 7292 of MNP
VIO was introduced as a challenge to the Persian influenced religious theory of Dualism.
The following exerpts from M2M2 NIDMA deal with the introduction of the first 273 of
Y ANYAP. Do you find that the NA) confirms Eliezer Levy’s hypothesis that the first
1272 of MY NNYAP was introduced because of outside religious influences?
29p21,7NRD NANY 70305 DR T1an M AR RN /B /N 7 1502 Noon
MR TIINTD ANRE DI TR AR NN AR ,TAARS Do b oo Than
WN DN RO ,DINAT ROW ONPT BN DINAY,TTINAD R IIPN 805 3P N
(2 7BY /N 7)) INOVZIN 027 TN 3PP 037 TN 27700 SN LNTRS.DINMD SN
NON = .7291BND 250070 33 K121 IR 3 YD T NI TN IR (7R 1Y)
Y1 PN 200D ,RON 2290970 12008 NP LU0 N2 DR MY (77 ) (npn
DT 20mTR 970 IN2T TN NDRINTDDE NI Ml Nm0h a1 RO ;NDYE NI 5o
NONR, T2 7121 IN T8 13 ANTD B2 90 AT ReSwa .ora A9h nTmy Avha o
SN IDH T TR 22D N DD AN MR 275 Amown 13m %a o N

Neither 29, MBDIN nor the B”217 note that the introduction of the M292 of TN ¥
was a response to outside religious influences. It is among the commentators of the 13th
Century that we find the first indications that the phrase: 171 21’2 aribRahiclaiiiinpl

M2¥52 21 is a synonym for Dualism.
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It appears that the source for both the DP'?-'I Y2 95D and the 1392 10D is the tollowing
statement made by 11)? 13°2% whose comments are found around the pages of the #"7:
2952 09 0T D AR RS ORI B—131 TR N2 TN AR a2 D nn
Y37 2977 N P 219052 150h MY B aY N AN T RST 01 A9 AT
N2 %2 9295 BNT NI NI NI 11VANT DD 9377 QYL 971 onDTRT TON
P NPT NI TN TR NI N N2 KD T N2 ) TR N KD N
Do, R N 1725 N3 N9 M AN AN DR pawis T N R N Now
O AT DN DR A0 57 .50 N2 1725 RITR mw NINAY T NPT DD
557 N12 TN N pmh 013 1190 n i
There are two problems with basing any conclusion on the comments of 1Y 13°27. First,
his quote about a heretic questioning *37 cannot be found in our versions of the pil=ply
ymbenn o3, Second, there is more than one reason F95 ATy [ By AT S
212 as seen in the following:
21 DA oM ABPOR AN TN2-TNN TN 77T R MIN B D 0P AN A0 M3
21912173 7195 12 99915 9T Tam RTI2Y 1D 1300 N 11002 N 1Y TN
DYBAR (N7 7177 1) 731 13037 9250 13021 (NY) MIDN2T NP PN 1D B
NTI o1 ANT AN NI DR 119053 B9 A o b N o wpnne
19 RS ORE NI AN QYD 103 27T 3R YT DI 10 R N0 KD N
'D51.237Y INYA 1D MY DM 19 1N P TR AN INA3 70T 21 10D N oom
012 7595 0T 133070 TN NDR 12953 81 0T oS 090 1001 N 1912

It is important to determine whether the phrase: 81’2 A% nmy A90ha o1 A o s
a synonym for Dualism because it helps answer an important question: was the ¥ 72923
N recited during the time of the second WTPAA N°2? If the M372 of TN ¥ was
composed to combat Dualism, there is some doubt that the 272 was recited during the

"3 N°2. Dualism as a religious concept reached its height in popularity during the reign of

the Sassanid dynasty, the name given to the kings of Persia during the era of the second
Persian Empire, from 224 C.E. until 651 C.E!, an era that came after the destruction of the

¥ N2, It is better known as Zoroastrianism. If the reason that the M293 was authored
was to combat those who believed that darkness was evil, then it is more likely that the
1292 was composed at the same time that the 72923 of 1727 N3N was authored. The
NA22 in '3 'Y 'NY T M272 discusses this isssue in response to a MAWA in TN NIDA
which mentions only one 372 being recited before VA MNP in the WTPHA N°2.

1. Quoted from an article on Dualism found at www.wikpedia.com.

copyright. 2005. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



m%90m NN 1A

Vol. 2 No. 23 mid=lvgnlingiillvdalnl vl

TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'R 2Y N AT M2A2 NOD-MISHNAH. In the morning two blessings are to be said

before reciting Shma and one after reciting Shma. In the evening two are said before
reciting Shma and two after reciting Shma, one long and one short blessing. Where the
Sages ruled that a long Bracha should be said, it is not permitted to say a short Bracha.
Where they ordained a short Bracha, a long Bracha is not permitted. A prayer which they
ordered to be concluded with a benediction must not be left without such a conclusion.
One which they ordered to be left without such a conclusion must not be so concluded.
GEMARA. What benedictions does one say in the morning? R. Jacob said in the name of
R. Oshaia:‘Blessed are You who forms light and creates darkness’. Let him say rather: “‘Who
torms light and creates brightness’ — We keep the language of the Scripture. If that is so,
what of the next words in the text, Who makes peace and creates evil: do we repeat those
words as they are written? The verse contains the word ‘evil’ and we say ‘all things’ as a
euphemism. Then here too let us say ‘brightness’ as a euphemism! — In fact, replied Raba,
it is in order to mention the distinctive feature of the day in the night-time and the
distinctive feature of the night in the day-time. It is correct that we mention the distinctive
teature of the night in the day-time, as we say, ‘Who forms light and creates darkness’. But
where do you find the distinctive feature of the day mentioned in the night-time? — Abaye
replied: In the words, “You roll away the light from before the darkness and the darkness
from before the light’.

2D n2'on 1Y DP‘?;‘I Y2138 DIt is necessary to recite two Brachot before reciting
Kriyat Shma as we learned: In the morning, we recite two Brachot before reciting Kriyat
Shma and one Bracha after reciting Shma. What is the first Bracha? Rabbi Oshiya said:
Yotzair Ohr OO’Voraih Choshech, so that we can refer to the features of the night during
the day and the features of the day at night. We refer to the features of the night while
praying in the morning when we state: Yotzair Ohr OO’Voraih Choshech. We refer to the
teatures of the day while praying in the night when we state: Gollail Ohr Mipnai Choshech
V’Choshech Mipnai Ohr. Rabbi Abraham the son of Rabbi Shlomo explained: The
purpose of the Bracha of Yotzair Ohr is to declare that one Creator created both light and
darkness so that noone may say that the one created one did not create the other.

VP NPW2 7770 11D 1252 19D-The reason that we need to mention the features of the
night while praying in the morning and the features of the morning while praying at night is
that G-d is the creator of the day so we accept his reign over us. After mentioning these
attributes, then at night we ask who is the one who moves the light to reveal the darkness,
that is G-d. We take the words of the verse. The words: Hashem Tzvaot comes after
mention of creation as the Prophet Yishayahu says: Creator of light and creator of
darkness, Hashem Tzvaot is his name. These words teach us that G-d created both light
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and darkness to refute those who deny that fact.

31 13°29-There are those who ask: why is it necessary to mention features of day at night

and features of night during the day; is it not enough that one mentions the features of day
during the day and features of night during the night? Rabbi Eliyahu, the Frenchman, said:
the reason to mention the features of day at night and the features of night during the day
is based on a story found in the Gemara: This heretic said to Rebbe: He who created light
could not have created darkness and He who created darkness could not have created light
because of how the verse is written: Yotzair Ohr and OO’Voraih Choshech; meaning
because the verse did not say: Yotzair Ohr V’Choshech; the fact that two verbs are used in
the verse, Yotzair and Voraih, meant to the Heretic that two distinct entities created each.
Rebbe answered him: Idiot, look to the end of the verse in which the Prophet says:
“Hashem Tzvakot is His name” that G-d alone created everything. As a result it is
necessary to mention the features of day at night and the features of night during the day
to teach that One creator created everything.

AR N2 77T R DN DI 10 21 AN ADY N°3-Baruch Ata Hashem Elokainu Melech
Ha’Olam Yotzair Ohr is the first Bracha before Kriyat Shma. They included the words:
OO’Voraih Choshech in order to refer to features of the night during the day, etc. Itis
explained at the end of the first chapter of Tractate Brachot: The students of Rabbi Yona
wrote that the reason to refer to the features of night during the day and the features of day
during the night was as a message in opposition to what a Heretic said that whoever
created light could not have created darkness. The Great Rabbi, Rabbi Abuhav gave a
different reason: that if we did not refer to features of the night during the day, it would
appear that we believe that darkness is evil. This is not so because all that G-d created is
good. According to this reason it would not be necessary to refer to day at night but for
the fact that we want the prayers to parallel each other.
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SUPPLEMENT
N TN 2TIN NN BYD

I recently purchased a book which is a compilation of the 137 DD *277 DOYD. The
book was put together and edited by Professor Shulamit Elizur of Hebrew University. It is
not clear when 7727 DD %37 lived. However on the basis of some of the incidents that

]7127 DD %27 recalls in his BY1'D Professor Elitzur argues that he lived sometime after
748 C.E.

]2 DM3D °27 was a unique (VYD in that he is one of the few B0 who authored
21D to be read after W N2T3 77D, As part of his style of writing this set of

DD, 1727 DMID 27 incorporated into the 1D of each month information about
what distinguished the month and drew attention to the upcoming events for the month.

D010 are an important part of the study of 175N, The DYBMD that 1727 DRad 27
authored for each month give us the opportunity to examine how he weaved into each
01D the events of that month. If we begin this week with the ©1°9 for ’N 97N, and

continue to study each month’s 819 we will complete our study of all his WNID WD
RY¥WTM by next year. I hope that some of you find this exercise worthwhile.

The theme for the ©1°9 of ’N 77N is MW M2, the declaration of a leap year.

DRI NS DD
N TN WA NS BTp oD
PPN TN

NEIND MBI 0T 1N
The Sanhedrin that keeps watch over the Jewish people
LI MIDM MY NI
Would agree as a group that a leap year should be established
MHM92 DIAY? T M2 D1 AWNT I8
Adar 1/ We should rejoice that there are those who know the sectret of when to establish a
leap year

2. The source for these words is '3 'DD 1 /D QYW
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INT TN BT D T35 IRy
I am happy to learn from them on what basis they declared the month to be Adar 1

0°3773 D222 D232 TN 17

The method of determining a leap year is hinted to in the Torah, the Prophets and in the
Scriptures

D°3M DAY M
From the days of Noah they practiced the calculation of leap years
D373 I0) YT PR NS /IEND 1IN
Adar 1/ The purpose of establishing a leap year is to bring the lunar calendar in line with
the solar calendar
D77 WY 122 NN
May we see the rebuilding of that part of the wall around Jerusalem known as the Gate of
Fishes?

TYMD3 TIN) 1IN DI
They established the practice of having two months of Adar througﬁ the commandment of
G-d
TR BT BT
The 91 for Adar, fish, grew in importance because it represents both months of Adar
197N NIDMD Y13 13 BRWn B0 ANWNT I8
Adar 1/ N*237 ‘7NPTH’ wanted to establish a leap year while in exile in the manner that
had been passed on from the time of 7N
M I10) DIIDND TN Y NNDLY
He wanted there to be a complete year in the same manner that the jéwish péople '
remained complete even after the twelve tribes became thirteen tribes when RY72N and

M2 were added

NPYAm Df Db B B
Adar 1 always has 30 days . .
91y WNRID 8D oy
The first day of the month is special because it is a day of forgiveness '

3. Fish is the 9™ for the month of 1IN

4. 5NPTH’ was stopped from establishing a leap year because a leap year cannot be declared by a Court that is sitting outside of
Israel
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F9YNTS 12 P8 N0 ANWNT TN
Adar 1/1It is a significant month because D’BPW NEAD usually falls on the last NA¥ of the
month
NP1 7D 2y D P N2
It is the month when the coordination of the lunar and solar calendars is completed

D3 PR TR0 1N
The two months of Adar are joined by kindness and truth
w2 19w P wNy
The command to tie the two months together joins them like justice and peace .
DW3 TN TIND W2 /AT TN
Adar 1\They were established to be joined together .
DO ID1 DI DYDY DMNNY
These two months which follow each other are desired and good

DITN3 BN Wy Moy

Thirteen months which are loved
2% TRYT? M R
In their honor, King Solomon appointed twelve officers, one for each month
DOANT ) 27 J'\JTZ/'L) TN 2983 120 /NEPNT TN
Adar 1\ And he further appointed one additional officer in honor of a leap year; His reign
was a time of happiness for the Jewish people

Dv238p MWD 52535 o
The officers were ready to provide food for King Solomon and his household, each one
according to his ability

WM N2 7207708 192501 DN -H2hy Doy My mow? —23n2s

1T PIDD 7 PIE—'N 2351) 52505 TN by i maw s

And Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, who provided provisions for the King and
his household; each man provided provisions for a month in the year.

12 /717EN3 397 DOTRD MY 3N TN TPTNT T DU DT N2 0D )
2’22 PIDD D PRD MYWY) DM D2PT TAY
Just as the new heavens and the new earth, which I create, shall remain before me, says
G-d, so shall your offspring and your name remain.

Translations and footnotes based on material from the book, }/727 D/710 37 %015 by
Professor Shulamit Elizur
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