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ISSUES WITHIN THE TEXT OF mang

While studying the placement of B NI within 71T 920D, we reviewed the
comment of the MY that the number of words of praise that are found in FANY" was
determined by words in 717 72" and D7 DL,
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These are the words of praise referred to by the M:
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The number “15” plays another role within MaNE" as the number of words in the 72723
within F20E:
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What is the signiﬁcance of the number 15?7
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Rabbi Yisaschar Jacobsen in his book: 132 2%M1 concludes from this comment as follows:
05 D 7P5MN PP AT SPIDD M Y WM NDDMT N3 NN a0M 07
The 5N 2P D provides another explanation:
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The 7Y in "N 'Y ’25P A7 MY 98D opines that there are only thirteen words of praise:
PN DR DI MR D N2 NN NI 773 D03 maneh w1 N3 onT s

‘When the Yishtabah hymn is reached, the Holy One takes this crown and sets it before Him, and the Community of Israel
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prepares herself to meet her King. She must be attended by the thirteen attributes of the Divine Mercy wherewith she is blessed.
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These ate the thirteen aspects of praise, as it is written in the Song of Songs (Ch. 4) Nard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon,

29. The 37 song.

copyright. 2004. a. katz -132- To subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



m9DRM PN 1m0

MR (7 71920 (6 1Y (5 771N (4 557 (3 M2 (2 99 (171398 RO 121 1

enumerated during the course of that hymn: song, praise; hymn and psalm; strength and dominion; victory, power

1% 89275 20251 DN 8T LR (12 DARD (117970 (10 7920 (9 113 (8

and greatness; adoration and glory; holiness-these together make twelve, and unto these is added Malkuth- sovereignty- which is
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the thirteenth, and whose office is to unite all the rest in one bond, for it (Sovereignty) receives blessings from the others.
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Because of these things the worshipper must concentrate his whole mind upon these thirteen attributes, and be careful not to
Rinihhbel

disturb their sacred unity by conversing between the lines of the hymn®.

Who authored MANE*Y? Here is one opinion:
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There is a bit of an anomoly in the ]W/“? of the opening sentence in MANE?. It begins with
Y FANY-praised be Your name. Later we recite MN] '[‘7 "2-for unto You, our G-d,
song and praise are becoming. Why do we begin by speaking indirectly to G-d; i.e.
speaking of G-d’s name and only later do we address G-d directly. This issue was raised by
AP 972 AT 13°37 in his M2T3M M5onm eD:
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With this explanation, 9% 9”2 F7W7° 13927 demonstrates how the opening sentence of
AN expresses the transition that is taking place in DM NN when we complete
M1 SPIDD and begin YA MNP M2IM2. We are proceeding from an activity that is
being performed by individuals, [T PIDD, to an activity that is being performed by a
group, ¥TP, 1373, YBY MNP and MY M.

30.English translation reproduced from the Davka Corp. CD- Soncino Classics.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'R MD—1"N —MB-What is the reason that we recite Shirat Hayam as part of Pseukei

D’Zimra? The reason is that the 15 words of praise that are found in the prayer Yishtabach
correspond to words found in Shirat Hayam and the prayer V’Yivarech David.

[ANYY —0FMAN 99D-The 15 words of praise that are found in the prayer Yishtabach

correspond to the 15 prayers of Shir Hamaalot that King David composed and correspond
to the 15 matters for which we express our gratitude in the prayer Dayenu at the Seder
table. . "There are 15 words in the blessing of Yishtabach which correspond to the 15 steps
in the Beit Hamikdash that separated the section where women sat with the section in
which the men sat on which the Levites stood and sang their songs.

13%2 2%N-According to this thought, the number 15 was chosen to demonstrate that

Pseukei D’Zimra were instituted to be a substitute for the songs that the Levites sang in the
Beit Hamikdash.

SN2 NTI2Y MTD-The 15 words of praise found in the prayer Yishtabach correspond
with the 15 words that form the Blessings of the Kohanim. This teaches us that just like
G-d blesses the Jewish people with 15 words so should the Jewish people praise G-d with a
set of 15 words.

AR —2MAN 99D-You will find that the first letters of the words: Shimcha I.a’ad

Malcheinu H’Ail together form the four letters in the name Shlomo. It may be that the wise
man who authored the prayer Yishtabach was named Shlomo and authored the prayer in
honor of King Shlomo.

AP 972 AT 13°239-1t is necessary to further explain that the prayer Yishtabach was

authored based on what we learned in the Midrash Sifrei (Deutoronomy 33,5) on the verse:
And he was king in Jeshurun; when the Jewish people is united by one idea on this world,
G-d’s name is praised in the heavenly world as the verse states: And He was king in
Jeshurun. When? When the elders of Israel congregate together. (Sifrei: the word gathering
connotes elders as the verse states: (Numbers 11) Gather for me 70 elders from within
Israel)) Therefore we can conclude that before we begin Yishtabach, there is no need for a
prayer leader nor for a gathering of ten men But when the prayer leader begins to lead
there is a need for a gathering. That is the gathering of a minyan of ten. On occasion the
leader will begin with the words Yishtabach Shimcha before reaching the platform but once
he reaches the platform he must recite ‘Ki Licha Na’eh Hashem Elokeinu. At that point he
is speaking directly to G-d. But when he began Yishtabach, he was speaking of G-d’s
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name. That would appear to be a problem but for the fact that he wants to say that we
acknowledge G-d. As we learned in the Sifrei: Zeh Aili V’Anvayihu-when I acknowledge
G-d, G-d is beautiful. When I do not acknowledge G-d , G-d is still beautiful in name but
I do not acknowledge G-d directly. Since we acknowledge G-d , we have earned the right

to say directly to G-d: You are beautiful; meaning that we are allowed to say directly to
G-d You are beautiful.
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