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132 WHILE RECITING Y@ NP

We began our study of Aol by quoting the following definition of M13N2:
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In our study of 1750, we have attempted to be faithful to the instructions of the m‘vnw
Y. We have concentrated on M51am 2170 and on understanding the structure of
DM A9BN. As a result there never was a need to revisit the issue of [1313. However,
upon reaching our study of P& MNP we cannot help but notice that although the
MY m‘vww provided us with a general formula for attaining AN, the T m‘nw felt the
need to remind us to recite YA NNYID with [73N2.
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The AT MWD views these words of the Y m‘mw as a lesson that the 13N that we
are trying to attain while reciting YRE NNYD is unique. When we recite most ﬂﬁ’Bﬂ, we
strive for a general N2, the type that the TV m'mw discusses in '8 11D DY AN

'N A'YD above. The N that one needs to attain while reciting V¥ NNYI2 is very
specific and can be expressed in rules:
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The RFATIAN notes that different parts of YI¥ MNP require different types of MIN2:
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The "M MM expresses the same concept but in a different fashion:
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The need to attain specific forms of 7312 led to unique requirements:
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'NRUD AN 12D DY AN 7Y ]?‘I%TZ/‘—HG who is praying must concentrate on the meaning of
the words that are coming out of his mouth. He should act as if the Schechinah is standing before
him. He must remove all thoughts that may distract him until his mind is empty from all other
thoughts except for the words of the prayers. He should feel as if he is preparing to speak to a
human king. He should put the words he wants to say in order so that they come out nicely.

How much more he needs to prepare to speak to the King of Kings who knows all his thoughts.

"N A°DD 'ND 112D D11 M7IN-Read Kriyat Shema with the proper thoughts; in fear; with trembling
and in terror.

1AN22 =2 P"DND 113D 77172 M@ D-The book Eliyahu Rabbah quoted in the name of the

KolBo some thoughts that originate in the Jerusalem Talmud: within the words of Kriyat Shema
can be found references to the Ten Commandments; in the words: B’Hashem Elokeinu can be
found the words: Anochi Hashem Elokecha; Hashem Echad represents the commandment of Lo
Yihiye Licha; in the verse V’Ahavta can be found the commandment of Lo Tisa, one who loves
his King will not swear falsely in the King’s name. In the verse: V’Kisavtem is found the
Commandment Lo Tachmod as it is written: Baysecha and not your friend’s house. In the verse:
V’Asafta DiGanecha is found the commandment Lo Signov; your crops and do not gather the
crops of your friend. In the verse: V’Avavaditem Mihaira can be found the commandment of Lo
Tirzach, he who kills will be killed. In the verse: Li'Ma’An Yirboo Yimaichem is found the
Commandment of Kabaid Es Avicha. In the verse: V’Lo Sa’Sooroo and V’Acharei Eineichem is
found the Commandment of Lo Tin’Af. In the verse: Li'Ma’An Tizkiroo is found the
Commandment Zachor Es Yom HaShabbat which is equal to all the Torah. In the verse: Ani
Hashem Elokeichem is found the Commandment: Lo Saa’Aneh B’Ray’Echa Aid Sha’ker. As a
result, a person should think about the Ten commandments while reciting Kriyat Shema in order
to avoid transgressing any of them.

'2 P’D/ND 112D A2 MIw-The definition of the words: Aima and Yira is: a person should have
in mind as he recites the first verse of Shema that he must accept upon himself the yoke of G-d’s
kingdom which means to be prepared to die in order to sanctify G-d’s name. This is referred to in
the words: Oo’BiChol Nafshecha; even if G-d requires that you give up your life. This is what the
verse meant when it said: Ki Olecha Horgani Kol Ha’Yom. With these thoughts in mind, a
person will put himself in a state of fear and trembling.

T P’D'ND 1D A2 MIE-The Tur wrote in the name of Rav Amrom: a person should

approach reciting Kriyat Shema as if he is reading a new proclamation from a mortal king. If he
were to receive a proclamation from a mortal king, he would read the words with fear and
trembling (since he would be concerned with what the King was demanding of him). Should not
the fear be greater when reading a new proclamation from the King of Kings, Hashem. Everyone
is required to read these words with fear and trembling. The commentator, the Prisha wrote: for
this reason the words of Kriyat Shema were compared to a proclamation of a King; to teach you
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not to recite the words quickly, hurriedly and by confusing the words. Instead read the words
slowly, word by word, pausing between subjects in the same manner as one would read the
proclamation of a king pausing between subjects so as to understand the subject matter of the
proclamation. In the same manner one should read the words of Kriyat Shema; each
commandment separately; every punishment distinctly; to understand every part of it because
Kriyat Shema represents the proclamation of the Greatest King.

VI ANYP 23T BRAMAN- The Ravad wrote: the rule is: Kavanah is necessary in the first verse

(Shema) while for the remainder of Kriyat Shema one needs to not recite the words casually. The
Baal Shelama wrote: Know that there are four forms of Kavanah that must be used while reciting
Kriyat Shema: intent of the heart; intent to read; intent on fulfilling a mitzvah and intent to recite
the words seriously. Intent of the heart is only required for the first verse; Shema Yisroel; intent
to read the words of Kriyat Shema is required for all three sections of Kriyat Shema, for if he read
the words only as words he has not fulfilled his obligation; Intent to fulfill a mitzvah is not
necessary even for the first verse because even without intent to fulfill a mitzvah, he fulfills the
mitzvah because intent to fulfill a mitzvah is not necessary in order to fulfill a mitzvah. Intent to
take the matter seriously is necessary for the first chapter so that he will not continue going about
his business and recite Kriyat Shema in such a manner that his recitation becomes like a casual
utterance.

'2% 107D N MM-One who was travelling and the time for reciting Kriyat Shema arrived, he
should stand in his place and recite the words until “Al Li’Vavecha”and then he can continue his
travel. Until those words, it is necessary to have intent of the heart and after those words, it is
only necessary to have intent to read the words of Kriyat Shema.

T AID 'NRD 12D DA AN Y U'I‘?W/‘—It is customary to read the opening verse, Shema

Yisroel, loud in order to arouse intent of the heart; 1 5*VD-It is customary to place one’s hand
over one’s face while reciting the first verse, Shema Yisroel, so that one will not look at something
which might distract him from having the correct intent; " £)’VD-It is necessary to emphasize the
letter Chet in the word “Echad” in order to have in mind that G-d is the king in the land and in
the heavens. That is what is represented by the line that extends across the top of the letter
“Chet”. He should also extend the pronunciation of the letter “Daled” in the word “Echad” long
enough to acknowledge that G-d is the King in His world and in all the four directions of this
wortld. But he should not extend the pronunciation longer than that amount. There are those
who turn their head in all directions-the four directions and up and down. '7° f’VD-It is necessary
to pause between the words: I’Olam and V’Ahavata in order to pause between the mitzvah of
accepting the yoke of G-d’s kingdom and the other Mitzvot. The Ramah: it is required to stop
within the first verse between the words: Yisroel and Hashem and between the words: Elokeinu
and the second Hashem so that you do not sound as if you said: Shema Yisroel that G-d who is
our G-d is the One G-d. Itis necessary to pause between reciting the word “Echad” and
“Baruch” because the main act of accepting the yoke of G-d’s kingdom takes place while reciting
the first verse.
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SUPPLEMENT

A TSHUVA BY RABBI MOSHE FEINSTEIN, 9”81 ON THE 1312 NECESSARY
WHILE RECITING 2% nNMP. THIS PARTICULAR SECTION OF THE TSHUVA

DEALS WITH THE 1312 ONE SHOULD HAVE WHILE RECITING G-D’S
NAMES.
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