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DAY N9 DTN N DS

The 25N of DAY N7’ 0N N1 0919 has roots in Jewish History and in Halacha. The
DP‘?-‘I ¥512% 19D in ) 12D avdl=ly 1°3Y gives us a clue as to its origins in Jewish History:
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The 11750 1PN advises that the period of ¥ that became the basis of the 1980 of

QYA N 2IN N D‘?W‘? occurred during the reign of King Yazdegerd II of Persia who
reigned from 438-457 CE. King Yazdegerd II was a fierce proponent of Zoroastrianism.
The RAJ provides us with a look at Zoroastrian thought: 'N "1} (P 57 177730 NaDa:

TETFINT 7 ONNNS 7350, T NP h 73500 Rk N2 R R D N
PYIND NI TP BTSN T 2w 90 10 DN 0D N

11377, the principle of light , life and good was in constant war with "!MIN, the head of

the forces of darkness, death and evil. Judaism posed a threat to Zoroastrianism because
Jews believed in only one G-d from whom all good and all evil emanated.

The 11780 1PN provides further historical background for this prayer. The prayer was
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authored at the time of &N 27 72 T in the year 4216. King Yazdegard prohibited two
Jewish practices that in his opinion represented the unity of G-d and o2 BT DAY
and reading YRA¥ NNID.

Although King Yazdegard 11 was an opponent of Judaism, we find in 7 0123372 N0
N2V ’ND and 'N 7Y 'Y AT B2 N2DND favorable references to King Yazdegard I, his

uncle. The [1950 1PN further claims that &N 239 put the gemara into its final form during
the reign of King Yazdegard I.

King Yazdegard II learned about Judaism from his uncle, King Yazdegard I but was
swayed by his advisors. To insure that his decrees were followed, King Yazdegard 11

posted guards in all the synagogues to prevent Jews from reciting VA% NN*AD. The
guards knew to remain in the synagogues until the end of the third hour of the day which
they knew to be the deadline for reciting Y% NNID. Pl during the period when the
decrees of King Yazdegard II were extant instituted two new practices; 1) to recite the first
verse of V¥ MNP at home before coming to synagogue and 2) to recite the first verse of

YW NN and the words: DD1PN /71 %3N in the 2D of MY ADM when people
were in synagogue. 5" were comfortable recommending that the people recite only the
first line of YW MNP since T2V*T2, one can fulfill the MM of YW MNP by only
reciting the first verse as the NI states in '3 ’1AY "2 T N1272 NIDMA-

NI T 020 e e AND T T AAN A 13’P‘7N TN Y 73397 3N
They instituted the practice of reciting the first line of V¥ NN in the M¥TP of ADID
Naw? because by the time AP was recited, King Yazdegard II’s guards had left the
synagogues. 91 instituted that practice so that Y% NNYA2 would be said M282. In
that way, the congregation would not forget that V2% NNID was meant to be recited
M2%82 just before reciting MY ML,

The decrees of King Yazdegard II were in place for only five years at which time King
Yazdegard II suddenly died. 511 viewed the death of King Yazdegard II as a miracle.
5" insisted on continuing the practice of reciting the 1750 of N7 DTN N 295
DY and the first verse of VY NNYI2 in the beginning of NYAAY n981N so that future

generations would remember the period of ¥ and would recall the miracle that

happened when King Yazdegard II died suddenly.

How did the Jews fulfill the MR of DL MNP at night at the time of the decrees of
King Yazdegard II? That ¥ was fulfilled through MA by yaw NP,
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

Y 1D 290 13Y Bph Y9I N9D- DB KT DTN N 29D 197-We learned in the

book: Seder Eliyahu Rabbah The verse (Eichah 2, 19) “who are enveloped by hunger at
the head of every street.” is to be interpreted not that there was hunger for food but that
there was hunger for words of Torah as it is also written: (Amos 8, 11) days will be coming
so says G-d And I will send a famine in the land; not a hunger for food and not a thirst for
water but a desire to hear the words of G-d. And it was about that generation that the
prayer “L’olam y’hai adom yirai shamayim..” was authored. Our ancestors were
accustomed to recite that prayer in the morning before they would recite pseukei d’zimra.
Rabbi Shlomo was accustomed not to say the word “in secret” because some might err by
thinking that they should fear G-d only in secret and that publicly they need not fear G-d.
But one Gaon wrote that it was appropriate to recite the word “secret” because that is the
way that the prayer was authored. In addition, it encouraged the person to have fear of
G-d even in secret and in his mind. Thus even if only in his mind he decided to donate
money to tzedakkah, even though he never expressed the decision to give money to
tzedakkah, he should fulfill his internal thought. Rabbi Benjamin, my brother, wrote that it
was appropriate to say “in secret” because as the book Seder Eliyahu Rabbah taught us, the
prayer was authored by that generation that was persecuted when their local government
prohibited the Jews from reciting “shema.” That generation could not show fear of G-d
publicly. So the Rabbis at that time suggested that they accept the yoke of heaven (shema)
secretly. You should know that this is the true reason because within the prayer, it is
written “and we are obligated to say before you every day and to unite your name twice
with love and to recite “shema yisroel, etc.” For this reason the prayer ends with a blessing
that does not contain G-d’s name because in a time of persecution, G-d’s name is not made
holy in public; only in secret. Because of this, we are not authorized to change the language
of the prayer.

N0y 1o 87 1°7773D N2DM-A Magi once said to Amemar: The middle of your body
upwards belongs to Hormuz; from the middle of your body downwards, your body
belongs to Ahormuz. Amemar responded by asking: Why then does Hormuz permit
Ahormuz to send water through his territory?
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SUPPLEMENT
A CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE 11377°98 AND A ZOROASTRIAN

Ow NYM ,BWAR D13 7702 751 0T AN DYE—K AR (@17 BUR) 120 DN
(bedsMY¥I NI O AN ,TP1A MY22 21D M1DDM , (young people) AN
YOI NP BN T MR BN RN PR3 2 931 4D Y939 that were made)

ON 00 9N NI T 1% S0TAN 270K 9990 05 TN TN 130 9N N2 LUN TR D0hrn)
TSN NT2 T 0300795 AR AN D NN 25w 77 9% IN YINE M 1275 aNn
D% NI DRI TDM DT BT DTN R 10T 0N 19 CNnN 200w Dspe
VTP WY RS N DT, AN DN T, 10 BNND 10m 2Ry mhy
PRI AR WYY, A5 DN PN 2R A YT TP I Y
N2 8,025 N2 DINA AN N2 T N0 1R N1 10NN NNoR
MID TY 1IN MINIT TINS5 MmN NP Kb 052 253 1T nan O KON
o™ 21 5331 73851 % 7290 1 13255 AmnS T2 1 AT e 1y, mmTn B
1P N2 1T s 53 5an0m N NI 1389 (destruction) 173 129NN
WDINDY 102N 190N 19IND P 19RDY Mt 19085 09 15RDY B 1RGN

By M7apM NT2R QWY DIEPR RS FPADY AMAD AWM 11 T, AN 720N
NSW 1% NI ,BMN (destroy) [0 PRI 10V (calms down) MNP B TN 3D
WN DN BNR LD BN PNT DY DTN 0325 ANIDT NOR B9 DT 2P INN2)
VAV 233,17 ANTAN 20111 NIPM) TN BR BONMINA 3003 1 3n ,MDN DN

N1 119992 52 M 8D 2N PInT 85 N KD 770 10w 5aph 23 o Sy man

N5 02 DD D% TN DN AN TN 03D DY 17307 N2 e 55 N
YITNY DTN OTION NI, TON DTON NON (7 T ©9112) B2 13N B3 DRvRA
DYIVDYT DMWY PINDY DA NBND MO (70 1 /D2 DEY) DIIINT
SN DY BN 0325 ennk manae ,naws NN TN, NIT DN BN DN 0NN
SBN NI TN ANDM RN AR Doaw 0T e Tk s 9a9m b He e
M1 °IN A 002 03251 »7aYS 1325 b

NS DN 7200 WP T2 MM 0,000 370 23N 121 DONN [0 YIN 121 8NN
WN NI 737,00 3797 7121 BRI P50 1131 DN TIO1 113,03 11 KDY A wy
TPIPN 100 5 Sy 2205 AR D10 .(170 YD TP BEWI 11 IR 0D MINY TN
P NS 0T 2 7o T N2 ek Swn b DaN (772 7 2aT) PN BN
;02790 93N 27 217,703 93291 17aP1 10235 AN D 1233 103 9131 1T7aY 1A
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