Tefila 101Lesson 46-DEFINING THE

OF

Declaration Of
Source 1

Translation: We were commanded to believe that G-d governs over all matters; master of all without a
partner as it is written: Shema Yisroel . . .This is a positive commandment, not a mere reciting. Its purpose
is to affirm as follows: accept my word about this and know it and believe it-G-d who is our G-d is the only
G-d. The proof that this statement is a positive commandment is often explained in Midrashim: in order to
affirm that G-d is one; in order to accept the yoke of G-d hegemony; in other words, an acknowledgment
that G-d is one and that this fact is true. The source of this Mitzvah is well known. It is the foremost
component of our belief . It is the strong pillar upon which all of our beliefs rest. The essential element of this
Mitzvah is that a person must stand ready to die to defend the Mitzvah of declaring the oneness of G-d.
Anyone who is not willing to acknowledge the oneness of G-d is denying the most essential element of our
belief. G-d’s reign over us is incomplete if we do not believe in the oneness of G-d. Every wise man
recognizes this fact. This mitzvah is part of that category of Mitzvos that are considered under the rubric of
idol worship. This a category of acts that we must refuse to perform even under the penalty of death, at all
times and in all places. The remainder of its rules can be found in Midrashim and in sections of the
Talmud. There you will find many stories of those , young and old who died a death of martyrdom by
refusing to violate this Mitzvah, may their memory be blessed. This Mitzvah is in effect at all times and in
all places and must be fulfilled by both men and women.
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Tefila 101Someone who violates this Mitzvah and does not believe in the oneness of G-d also violates every other
Mitzvah in the Torah because all the Mitzvos are based on our belief in G-d and in the oneness of G-d.
Such a person is called a denier of the essential elements and is not to be considered a member of Klall
Yisroel. He is rather a heretic; someone destined to be dealt harshly by G-d. One who believes in the oneness
of G-d will prevail over this heretic. This is one of the Mitzvos that we identified in the opening of this book
that needs to be fulfilled continuously. That means that a person is never relieved from fulfilling this
Mitzvah, even for one short moment.
Source 2
by Professor Moshe Weinfeld, page 152:
:
Translation: With the coming of night and day, I will enter into a covenant with G-d and with the
departure of night and day I will recite G-d’s laws.
Source 3
Professor Weinfeld interprets the words:
to be another way of saying:
. He further notes:

Translation: In another section of the scroll we find that the act of entering into a covenant with G-d
requires the issuance of an oath, as it is written: he who enters into a covenant with G-d will proclaim upon
his life an oath not to violate.

As
Source 4

Translation: What is the earliest time at which one is permitted to recite Kriyas Shema in the morning?
From when one is able to distinguish between the colors blue and white. R. Elazar said: From when one is
able to distinguish between the colors blue and green and the latest time to recite Kriyas Shema is at sunrise.
R. Yehoshua said that the latest time to recite Kriyas Shema is at the end of the third hour of the day. If
by chance, you are not reciting Kriyas Shema until after the third hour of the day, you are not performing an
unnecessary act because you are engaging on Torah study.
Source 5
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Tefila 101Translation: Rav Simon in the name of Rav Shmuel son of Nachman says: the total number of Brachos
that are recited before and after Kriyas Shema is based on a verse: you shall be involved in studying Torah
in the day and at night. This is interpreted to mean that your involvement with Torah learning should be
equal both in the day and at night. Rav Yossi son of Rav Avin in the name of Rav Yehoshua son of Levi
opined: there are seven Brachos of Kriyas Shema each day based on the verse: seven times a day I shall
praise You for your just rulings. Rav Nachman in the name of Rav Mani said: whoever fulfills the
requirements of the verse: seven times a day I shall praise You (recites seven Brachos of Kriyas Shema each
day) has fulfilled his obligation of being involved in Torah learning day and night.
Source 6

Translation: When Rav Simon stated that our involvement in Torah must be the same at night as it was
during the day, he was referring to reciting Kriyas Shema. This was based on what we learned in the
Babylonian Talmud: Rav Yochonon in the name of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai said that if all a person did
during the day was to read Kriyas Shema during Tefilas Shacharis and Tefilas Maariv, he fulfilled the
obligation to be involved in Torah study all day and all night. Because Kriyas Shema is a cherished
activity, our Sages instituted the practice of reciting Brachos before reading it and after . This is similar to
the practice that Chazal instituted concerning Kriyas Ha’Torah, to recite a Bracha both before and after
reading from the Torah.
Source 7

Translation: To serve G-d , that means to study Torah. Are you sure that it means the study of Torah.
Perhaps it means to serve G-d through sacrifices? We can answer that question by focusing on the following
verse: (Bereishis 2, 15) G-d took Man and placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and to guard it.
Now what "service" was there in the past, and what "guarding" was there in the past? We are hereby
taught "serving" is learning, (in this instance, the "seven mitzvoth of the sons of Noach) and "guarding" is
(the doing of) mitzvos. And just as the (sacrificial) service of the altar is called "service," so, learning is
called "service." Variantly: "and to serve Him": This is prayer. But perhaps it is service, literally. It is,
therefore, written "with all your heart." Now is there "service" in the heart? What, then, is the intent of
"and to serve Him with all your heart? Prayer.
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Tefila 101Source 8

Translation: R. Judah said: If a man is in doubt whether he has recited the Shema, he need not recite it
again. If he is in doubt whether he has said Emes V’Yatziv, or not, he should say it again. What is the
reason? The recital of the Shema is ordained only by the Rabbis, the saying of Emes V’Yatziv is a
Scriptural ordinance. R. Joseph raised an objection to this from the verse: And when you lay down, and
when you arise. Said Abaye to him: That requirement can be fulfilled by reading any portion of Torah . . .
R. Eleazar says: If one is in doubt whether he has recited the Shema or not, he says the Shema again. If he
is in doubt whether he has said the Shemona Esrei or not, he does not say it again. R. Johanan, however,
said: He should repeat the Shemona Esrei; Would it not be wonderful that a man pray the whole day!
Source 9

Translation: In Maseches Brachos 21a we find a difference of opinion as to whether the Mitzvah of Kriyas
Shema is a biblical law or Rabbinic law. It was accepted as the rule that the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema is
a biblical law. Nevertheless the majority of those who accept that opinion do so only as concerns the first
verse-Shema Yisroel, etc.-that this verse alone is biblically mandated (ibid 13b). The opinion of R. Yona
commenting on the RIF says that even the one who holds that the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema is a Rabbinic
law sees in the words: Oo’B’Shachbicah Oo’Voi’Kumecha a biblical law but a different one; i.e. to study
Torah. That view is supported by the statement of Abaye (ibid 21a) that the words: Oo’B’Shachbicah
Oo’Voi’Kumecha according to the one who holds that the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema is a Rabbinic law
represents the Mitzvah of Torah study. That opinion admits that it is a biblical law to study Torah at
night and in the morning, the times when a person lies down to sleep and the time he arises.
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Translation: However, the one who holds that the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema is a Biblical law, only sees the
Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema within the words of Kriyas Shema (See Shaagas Aryey Siman 1). In my
opinion, it is appropriate to say that even according to those who hold that the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema is
a Biblical law, would concede that the words: V’Shi’Nanta Livanecha V’Dibarta Bom represents the
Mitzvah of Torah study since according to most commentators those words are the source for the Mitzvah of
Torah study and the Mitzvah of teaching our children (see Kiddushin 30a; Rashi and Ran to Nedarim
8a). More than that, we see from what is found in Yuma 19b that the words: V’Dibarta Bom represent
both the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema and the Mitzvah of Torah study. This is what is written: V’Dibarta
Bom, Bom (explains Rashi: you must say aloud what your lips are pronouncing) but not during Shemona
Esrei (explains Rashi: that Shemona Esrei must be recited silently); V’Dibarta Bom, Bom (explains
Rashi: with words of Torah). You are encouraged to share words of Torah and not other subjects (explains
Rashi: childish talk and nonsense). Based on this gemara we can conclude that these words are the source
of two Mitzvos that are being performed simultaneously.

Translation: The words: Shema Yisroel teach that you should conduct yourself so that you hear; say in order
to hear or at a minimum; say in order that you understand. “ He who recites Shema needs to say the words
loud enough that he hears the words; he who reads Shema but did not do so loudly still performs the
Mitzvah (Brachos 15a-b). That represents the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema that is fulfilled by reading the
first verse. The next verse beginning with V’Ahavta adds to what flows from the Mitzvah of Kriyas
Shema; i.e. the acknowledgement of the singularity of G-d brings one to love G-d when man acknowledges
that he must seek his needs from G-d.
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Tefila 101Translation: But the words: V’Hayu HaDiraim Ha’Eile elaborate upon the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema
and add commentary: the words: HaDivaraim Ha’Eile refer to the words recited in the verse of Shema.
He who recites Shema must take these words to heart and must direct his soul to adhere to its content. The
word: V’Hayu-that you should not read the words out of order. The words: Ha’Divaraim Ha’Eile Al
Livavecha-up to those words one must have understanding and thought. Therefore some held that until the
words: Al Livavecha, one should recite while in a standing position; i.e. the one who recites Shema while
walking must recite the first verse while in a standing position to fulfill the Mitzvah because the first verse
of Shema is the key verse in the prayer (Brachos 13a-b). According to others you must continue to stand
until you reach the words: Al Livavecha. That is the opinion of the Ravad and Baal Hilchos Gedolos in
opposition to the RIF and Rambam. (See Bach, Tur Orach Chaim Siman 63).

Translation: V’Shinantom Livanecha V’Dibarta Bom: Here is found the Mitzvah of teaching Torah
and studying Torah. We can say that the topic of studying and teaching of Torah occupied more words in
the Torah than did the words of the verse of Shema since the word V’havta already hinted to the conclusion
that flows from this verse which is to define the purpose of our lives and that the Torah is the only source
from which to recognize that purpose. According to this, the words: B’Shochbicah B’Veisecha
Oo’Vilechtecha Ba’Derech Oo’BiShachbicha Oo’Vikumecha refer to two of the following Mitzvos: the
Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema and the Mitzvah of Torah Study and concerning both the Torah directs us to
fulfill them at the beginning of the day and at the end of the day-in any situation in which a person finds
himself, whether sitting at home or travelling on the road.

Translation: According to this view, two Mitzvos must be fulfilled at the beginning of the day and at the
end of the day; the Mitzvah of reciting the verse of Shema Yisroel and the Mitzvah to study an excerpt from
the Torah. However in deference to our Sages instituting the practice of reciting more than just the first
verse, we read the whole section and the second section. That means that when we recite the first verse we are
fulfilling the Mitzvah of Shema and the Mitzvah of V’Hayu Ha’Divarim Ha’Eile whose content
represents the acceptance of the yoke of heaven and in the other verses of Kriyas Shema we fulfill the
Mitzvah of V’Shinantom and V’Dibarta Bom; except that the second Mitzvah, the study of Torah, can
also be fulfilled by reading other parts of the Torah.
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