
Tefila 101- -

Lesson 40-Omitting The Opening Line Of  During 

Source 1

Translation: The prayer leader should not recite in Mincha the words: Ritzai and not the paragraph of Sim
Shalom. Instead he should begin with the words: V’Ishai Yisroel Oo’Visphilasom Mihaira B’Ahahava
Sikabel B’Ratzon Oo’Sihi L’Ratzon Tamid Avodat Yisroel Amecha. V’Sechezena Ainainu etc.

Source 2

Source 3

Translation: When the Prayer Leader recites the Bracha of Avodah (Ritzai) the Kohanim who will be
reciting Birkat Kohanim step forward or ascend to the stage, as Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi said: any
Kohain who does not ascend as the prayer Leader recites the Bracha of Avodah cannot ascend as it is
written: And Aharon raised his hands towards the people etc. In that verse Aharon did so after completing
the Avodah (service) so too in Tefila, the Kohain must ascend as the Prayer Leader recites the Bracha of
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Avodah. We learned from Rabbi Oshiya: when can a Kohain no longer ascend? If he has not begun to
ascend before the Prayer Leader completes the Bracha of Avodah. That is the halacha; he may continue to
ascend even after the Prayer Leader completes the Bracha of Avodah provided he already began to ascend.
As a result, it is necessary to change the language of the Bracha of Ritzai depending on whether one is
reciting Shacharis and Mussaf in which the Kohanim bless the people and Mincha and Malaria when the
Kohanim do not bless the people. In Shacharis and Mussaf the prayer Leader recites: Ritzai Hashem
Elokeinu B’Amcha Oo’Vi’Siphilasom Shiai V’Hashaiv Ha’Avodah LiDvir Baisecha V’Ishai Yisroel
Oo’Siphilosom but in Mincha the Prayer Leader does not recite the words: Ritzai and begins with the
words: Ishai Yisroel etc. because the words: Ritzai etc. are a message to the Kohanim to step forward.
Similarly we find in the Responsa of the Gaon: but the custom is not to recite the words: Ritzai etc. as Rav
Sa’Adiya Gaon said: it is not our practice to recite those words in the Mincha prayer except in the Mincha
prayer of a fast day. Those who recite the words: Ritzai whenever they recite Mincha are not conducting
themselves properly because those words contain a message to the Kohanim to bless the people. When the
Prayer Leader says: Ritzai, the Kohanim step forward and when the Prayer Leader says: Ishai Yisroel they
no longer ascend. On Yom Kippur in Mincha, it is our practice to recite the words Ritzai even thought the
Kohanim do not bless the people. You should follow whatever is your custom.

Source 4

Translation: Because the Kohanim do not bless the people during Tephilat Mincha on Yom Kippur, it
became the custom in some places that they do not recite in the Bracha of Avodah of Tephilas Mincha the
words: Ritzai Hashem Elokeinu etc. but begin with the words: Ishai Yisroel Oo’Vi’Siphilasom. During
Tephilas Ne’Eilah in which the Kohanim bless the people they would say: Ritzai. The basis for their
practice is that they do not recite the words: Ritzai except in a Tefila when it was customary for the
Kohanim to bless the people. That is why they did not recite the words: Ritzai in Tephilas Mincha on other
days as well. There are those who followed the opposite practice. Their thinking was based on the idea that
as long as there was a Korban that was brought at that time of day, they should  recite Ritzai. During
Tephilos that were recited at a time when no Korban was brought, they do not recite Ritzai. The latter is a
better practice.

Source 5
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Translation: One begins Tephilat Shacharis with the first of the 100 Brachos that one must recite each day,
the Torah portions that deal with sacrifices and the Mishna of Aizehu Mikomon. The Ramban wrote that
on Tisha B’Av some had the practice not to recite the Torah portions that deal with the sacrifices, the
Mishna of Aizeh Mikomon and the paragraph of “Rabbi Yishmael Says” because on Tisha B’Av we are
prohibited from learning Torah. That is not a correct practice because we are not prohibited from following
the regular order of prayer on Tisha B’Av. We recite Kriyas Shema and the Brachos surrounding it despite
the fact that is Torah learning and we have a Torah reading and a Haftorah. The Torah portions that deal
with sacrifices and the Mishna of Aizeh Mikomon are read to commemorate the Korban Tamid that was
brought each day so we recite them on Tisha B’Av and are not concerned about doing so. We complete the
prayers as on every other day. An individual recites the prayer Anneinu in the Bracha of Shema Koleinu
and the prayer leader does so between the Bracha of Go’Ail Yisroel and Rifa’Einu. The prayer leader
repeats Shemona Esrei and in the middle of repeating Shemona Esrei, they recite the Kinot. The prayer
leader then finishes repeating Shemona Esrei and skips the words: Ritzai and begins with the words: Ishai
Yisroel and they did not recite Birkat Kohanim. And when he reaches Sim Shalom, he ends the Bracha
with Oseh Hashalom.

Source 6

Translation: Kohanim do not bless the people during Tephilas Mincha because of the possibility of a
Kohain being intoxicated and a person who is intoxicated may not participate in blessing the people.

Source 7

Translation: It is well known that Birkat Kohanim begins with the words: Ritzai and continues until the
Bracha of Ha’Machazir Shechinaso L’Tzion. From the beginning of the Bracha of Modim until the end of
the Bracha is the Bracha of Hadoa’ah. . . but after the prayer leader completes the blessing of Ritzai by
saying: Ha’Machazir Shechinaso L’Tzion the Kohanim may not ascend to the stage because the next
Bracha involves Hoda’Ah and not Avodah. How do we explain the Gemara that relates that the Bracha
of Avodah and the Bracha of Hoda’Ah are one? They are considered one not for the purpose of setting the 
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time when the Kohanim must ascend to the stage but one for the purpose of determining when Birkat
Kohanim is recited. Birkat Kohanim is done after the Bracha of Hoda’Ah and not the Bracha of Avodah
because of the verse: Zoveach Todah Yichabdinani.

Source 8

Translation: Thus the Bracha of Birkat Kohanim is transformed into the final link in the chain of Brachos
that are in Shemona Esrei. It is connected to the Bracha of Avodah that precedes it because only out of the
merit of serving G-d can we at all be so insolent as to stand before G-d and to ask for G-d’s blessing. The
highlight of the Brachos which we ask from G-d is for the request for peace because according to the words of
Chazal G-d did not find a better holder of the blessings of Israel than peace. But there can bo no true peace
without thanksgiving and service coming before it.

Source 9

Translation: In Spain, it is customary to omit the first line of the Bracha of Ritzei and to begin with the
words: V’Ishei Yisroel.  So wrote Rac Sa’Adiya Gaon and Rav Shereira Gaon but I do not know the
basis for the custom.  In all other places where Jews live, they recite the Bracha beginning with the word:
Ritzei.

Source 10
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Translation: It is appropriate to begin the Bracha of Ritzei with the word Ritzei during all Tefilos.
1.  We begin the Bracha of Ritzei with the word Ritzei during all Tefilos, not like those whose custom is to
omit the opening line of Ritzei during Tefilas Mincha (i.e. they begin the Bracha with the words: Ishei
Yisroel Oo’Tefilosom and do not recite the line that begins with the word: Ritzei).  That is the correct
practice.  The wording of this Bracha is based on the verse (Bamidbar 10, 10): Oo’B’Yom Simchaschem
Oo’Bi’Moadeichem Oo”bi’Roshe Chodsheichem Oo’Sikatem B’Chazozros Al Oloseichem V’Al Zivchei
Shalmeichem, V’Hayu Lachem Li’Zikaron Liphnei Olokeichem.”  Since we no longer have the ability to
sound horns that can act as a remembrance for G-d, we hope that our prayers will be accepted as a
substitute.  We pray that our remembrances and the remembrances of our ancestors will crate a route
through the eight levels of heaven so to be in reach of G-d’s place and will console him since it is because of
our sins that we have become distant from G-d.  Therefore it is necessary to concentrate on sincerely putting
forth our request that G-d accept our prayer in the place of the animal sacrifices and that its grandeur be
once again be visible.  Thus we find in the Midrash Shochar Tov: those thousands who died during King
david’s reign, did not succumb until they stopped pining for the building of the Beis Hamikdash.

Source 11

Translation: It is the practice in Spain not to recite the first line of the Bracha of Ritzei during Tefilas
Mincha and instead they begin the Bracha with the line of V’Ishei Yisroel.  So wrote R. Shereira Gaon:
the practice follows the opinion of R. Sa’Adiya Gaon who held that the opening line of the Bracha of Ritzei
should not be said during Tefilas Mincha except if it is Tefilas Mincha on a public fast day.  He who
recites that line whenever he recites Shemona Esrei is acting incorrectly.  During Tefilas Mincha on Yom
Kippur even though it is not customary for the Kohanim to recite Birkas Kohanim, they do say the opening
line of the Bracha of Ritzei.  However, I do not know the reason for their practice.  It is correct that
Kohanim do not perform Birkas Kohanim during Tefilas Mincha, but how is that practice linked to the
opening line of the Bracha of Ritzei.  If it is because the opening line of the Bracha of Ritzei is a signal to
the kohanim to move to the duchan and if he does not do so before the Bracha of Ritzei is finished he does
not proceed to the duchan, what is the harm in saying the line during a prayer service in which the Kohanim
do not perform Birkas Kohanim.  Concerning the words: Ishei Yisroel, even though we currently do not offer
animal sacrifices, we ask G-d to look upon our prayers favorably in place of the sacrifices.  In the Midrash
we learn that the angel Micha’El offers the souls of the righteous on the altar in heaven and that is why we 

copyright 2020. The Beurei Hatefila Institute, www.beureihatefila.com, Abe Katz, Founding Director



Tefila 101- -

say V’Ishei Yisroel.  Others say you should link the words to the words that are recited earlier; i.e. Return
the service to Your home together with the sacrifices of the Jewish People and may the prayers of the Jewish
People be looked upon favorably.

Source 12

Translation: Any prayer that refers to future events should be recited in the Bracha of Avoda while any
prayer that refers to past events must be recited in the Bracha of Hoda’A. A Mishna declared: give thanks
for past events and cry out for future events. 
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