Tefila 101Lesson 45-RECITING A

BEFORE PERFORMING THE
OF

Source 1

Translation: There already was a custom in the cities to recite between the prayer Ahavas Olam and Kriyas
Shema, the words: Kail Melech Ne’eman. In my youth it troubled me, because it is well known that the
prayer Ahavas Olam is the Bracha for the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema, based on the rule that all Mitzvos
require the recital of a Bracha before the performance of the Mitzvah.. The same rule applies in connection
with reciting Hallel; reading Megilas Esther; reading the Torah; and of course in connection with reciting
Kriyas Shema . . . Since the Bracha of Ahavas Olam is a Bracha that precedes the performance of a
Mitzvah, it is obvious that it is like any other Bracha that precedes the performance of a Mitzvah or before
eating a fruit that if one recited Amen after reciting the Bracha but before performing the Mitzvah that he
certainly is in error.
Source 2

Translation: The leader announces: Recite one Bracha and they recited one Bracha. Read the Ten
Commandments, Shema, V’Haya Im Shamoah, Va’Yomer. Bless the people with three Brachos: Emes
V’Yatziv, Avodah (Ritzai) and Birchas Kohanim. On Shabbat they added one more Bracha for the
Mishmar which was departing.
Source 3
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Translation: We have learnt elsewhere: The supervising Kohain called out: Recite one Bracha, and they said
one Bracha and then recited the Ten Commandments, the Shema’, the section “Va’Yomer” and recited
with the people three Brachos: Emes V’Yatziv, Avodah and Birkas Kohanim. On Shabbos they said an
additional Bracha for the outgoing watch. Which is the ‘one Bracha’ referred to above? The following will
show. R. Abba and R. Jose came to a certain place the people of which asked them what was the ‘one
Bracha’ referred to, and they could not tell them. They went and asked R. Mattena, and he also did not
know. They then went and asked R. Judah, who said to them: Thus did Samuel say: It means, ‘Ahava
Rabbah’. R. Zerika in the name of R. Ammi, who had it from R. Simeon b. Lakish said: It is, ‘Yotzer
Ohr’. When R. Isaac b. Joseph came from Eretz Yisroel he said: This statement of R. Zerika was not
made explicitly by R. Simeon b. Lakish, but was inferred by him from another statement. For R. Zerika
said in the name of R. Ammi, who had it from R. Simeon b. Lakish: This shows that the recital of one
Bracha is not indispensable for that of the other. Now if you say that they used to recite ‘Yotzer Ohr’, it is
correct to infer that the recital of one Bracha is not indispensable for that of the other, since they did not say,
‘Ahavah Rabbah’. But if you say that they used to say, ‘Ahavah Rabbah’, how can you infer that one
Bracha is not indispensable for the recital of the other? Perhaps the reason why they did not say, Yotzer
Ohr was because the time for it had not yet arrived, but when the time for it did arrive, they used to say it!
And if this statement was made only as an inference, what does it matter? If it was made only as an
inference I might refute it as follows: In fact, they said, ‘Ahavah Rabbah’, and when the time came for
‘Yotzer Ohr’, they said that too. What then is the meaning of ‘One blessing is not indispensable for the
other’? The order of the blessings is not indispensable.
Source 4

Translation: The leader announced: Recite one Bracha and they recited one Bracha. Which Bracha did
they recite? Rav Masnah said in the name of Shmuel: Birchos Torah. They read the Ten Commandments,
Shema, V’Haya Im Shamoah. Rav Ami said in the name of Rav Levi: this teaches us that the order of
reciting Birchos Kriyas Shema is not mandatory. R. Ba said: You cannot base your conclusion on this
source because the Ten Commandments include all the themes of Kriyas Shema.
Source 5

Translation: Because they also read the Ten Commandments, they were required to introduce its reading
with a Birchas Ha’Torah.
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Translation: It is not necessary to recite the Birchos Kriyas Shema in order to fulfill the Mitzvah of Kriyas
Shema. That conclusion is based on the Kohanim not reciting any Birchos Kriyas Shema before reading the
Ten Commandments and the Parshios of Kriyas Shema.
Source 7

Translation: We cannot draw any conclusions from that excerpt from the Gemara. The reason that they
did not recite any of the Birchos Kriyas Shema before reading Kriyas Shema was that they first read the Ten
Commandments and they correspond to the themes of Kriyas Shema. Concerning reading the Ten
Commandments no special Brachos must be said first and they had already recited a Birchas Ha’Torah
which is the opinion of R. Masna. That means that if the public outside of Yerushalayim was permitted to
read the Ten Commandments each morning before Kriyas Shema they too would not be required to recite the
Birchos Kriyas Shema after because they fulfilled their obligation to recite the Birchos Kriyas Shema by
reading the Ten Commandments that correspond to the themes of Kriyas Shema.
Source 8

Translation: One who recites Kriyas Shema without reciting Birchos Kriyas Shema fulfills his obligation.
And so held Rabbi Chananel and so did Rav Yitzchak son of Giyas and HaRav Rabbenu Asher from
Louniel. We also find in the Jerusalem Talmud that Rebi Abbah said: this teaches us that the order of
reciting Birchos Kriyas Shema is not mandatory. Rav Hai wrote that the order is not mandatory but that it
is necessary to recite both Birchos Kriyas Shema.
Source 9

Translation: He who recited Kriyas Shema without reciting the Birchos Kriyas Shema fulfills his obligation
to recite Kriyas Shema. He should then recite the Birchos Kriyas Shema without reciting Kriyas Shema
again. But it appears to me that it is good to repeat Kriyas Shema when he recites the Birchos Kriyas
Shema.
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Translation: Even if he does not recite the Birchos Kriyas Shema later, he still fulfilled his obligation to
recite Kriyas Shema.
Source 11

Translation: What the Shulchan Aruch meant to say is that he should read the Birchos Kriyas Shema
afterwards even though they are not necessary in order to fulfill the obligation to recite Kriyas Shema. He
fulfills his obligation to recite Kriyas Shema even if he does not recite the Birchos Kriyas Shema afterwards
but he missed the opportunity to fulfill the obligation to recite Birchos Kriyas Shema. One is permitted to
recite the Birchos Kriyas Shema without reciting Kriyas Shema because the Birchos Kriyas Shema were not
established solely to introduce Kriyas Shema. The proof for this is the fact that we do not recite within the
Birchos Kriyas Shema the words: Asher Kidishanu Bi’Mitzvotav V’Tzivanu.
Source 12
Geniza Fragments Of The Palestinian Order Of Service by Jacob Mann Hebrew Union
College Annual 2 (1925) p. 286

Source 13

Translation: In the Gemara Abaye said: you must make a Bracha before reciting Hallel based on what R.
Yehuda said in the name of Shmuel that a Bracha must be made before performing all Mitzvos and that is
the case as concerns reading Megilas Esther. This is difficult for me to explain. The rule cited by R.
Yehidah in the name of Shmuel concerned Mitzvos that require a physical act but concerning a Mitzvah
such as Hallel which represents words of praise it may not be necessary to recite a Bracha just as we do not
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the Haggadah, Same can be said of the Brachos we make before enjoying food and other things. Now I
am not disputing that we must recite a Bracha before studying Torah and reciting hallel but the proof is not
from the rule stated by R. Yehudah in the name of Shmuel because he is referring to a Mitzvah that
includes a physical act. Furthermore R. Yehudah did not make his statement in order to prove that a
Bracha must be made before performing a Mitzvah. He was saying that when a Bracha is required it must
be said before performing the act and not while performing the act but R. Yehidah was not saying that you
must always recite a Bracha before Performing a mitzvah.
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