Tefila 101Lesson 40-The Theme Of The First

Of

Source 1

Translation: MISHNAH. In the morning two blessings are to be said before reciting Shma and one after
reciting Shma. In the evening two are said before reciting Shma and two after reciting Shma, one long and
one short blessing. Where the Sages ruled that a long Bracha should be said, it is not permitted to say a
short Bracha. Where they ordained a short Bracha, a long Bracha is not permitted. A prayer which they
ordered to be concluded with a benediction must not be left without such a conclusion. One which they
ordered to be left without such a conclusion must not be so concluded. GEMARA. What benedictions does
one say in the morning? R. Jacob said in the name of R. Oshaia: ‘Blessed are You who forms light and
creates darkness’. Let him say rather: ‘Who forms light and creates brightness’? — We keep the language
of the Scripture. If that is so, what of the next words in the text, Who makes peace and creates evil: do we
repeat those words as they are written? The verse contains the word ‘evil’ and we say ‘all things’ as a
euphemism. Then here too let us say ‘brightness’ as a euphemism! — In fact, replied Raba, it is in order to
mention the distinctive feature of the day in the night-time and the distinctive feature of the night in the
day-time. It is correct that we mention the distinctive feature of the night in the day-time, as we say, ‘Who
forms light and creates darkness’. But where do you find the distinctive feature of the day mentioned in the
night-time? — Abaye replied: In the words, ‘You roll away the light from before the darkness and the
darkness from before the light’.
Source 2

Translation: It is necessary to recite two Brachos before reciting Kriyas Shma as we learned: In the morning,
we recite two Brachot before reciting Kriyas Shma and one Bracha after . What is the first Bracha? Rabbi
Oshiya said: Yotzair Ohr OO’Voraih Choshech, so that we can refer to the features of the night during the
day and the features of the day at night. We refer to the features of the night while praying in the morning
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Tefila 101when we state: Yotzair Ohr OO’Voraih Choshech. We refer to the features of the day while praying in the
night when we state: Gollail Ohr Mipnai Choshech V’Choshech Mipnai Ohr. Rabbi Abraham the son of
Rabbi Shlomo explained: The purpose of the Bracha of Yotzair Ohr is to declare that one Creator created
both light and darkness so that no one may say that the one created one did not create the other.
Source 3

Translation: The reason that we need to mention the features of the night while praying in the morning and
the features of the morning while praying at night is that G-d is the creator of the day so we accept his reign
over us. After mentioning these attributes, then at night we ask who is the one who moves the light to reveal
the darkness, that is G-d. We take the words of the verse. The words: Hashem Tzvaos comes after mention
of creation as the Prophet Yishayahu says: Creator of light and creator of darkness, Hashem Tzvaos is his
name. These words teach us that G-d created both light and darkness to refute those who deny that fact.
Source 4

Translation: Come and hear the following incident. A certain min once said to Rabbi, ‘He who formed
the mountains did not create the wind, and he who created the wind did not form the mountains, for it is
written: For, lo, He that formed the mountains and created the wind’. He replied. ‘You fool, turn to the
end of the verse: The Lord, the G-d of hosts, is His name’. Said the other: ‘Give me three days’ time and I
will bring back an answer to you’. Rabbi spent those three days in fasting; thereafter, as he was about to
partake of food he was told. ‘There is a min waiting at the door’. Rabbi exclaimed, ‘Yea, they put poison
into my food.’ Said the min: ‘My Master, I bring you good tidings; your opponent could find no answer and
so threw himself down from the roof and died’. He said: ‘Would you dine with me?’ He replied. ‘Yes’.
After they had eaten and drunk, Rabbi said to him, ‘Will you drink the cup of wine over which the
Brachos of Grace after meals have been said, or would you rather have forty gold coins?’ He replied: ‘I
would rather drink the cup of wine’. Thereupon there came forth a Heavenly Voice and said: The cup of
wine over which the Brachos of Grace have been said is worth forty gold coins. R. Isaac said: The family of
that min is still to be found amongst the notables of Rome and is named ‘The family of Bar Luianus.
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Translation: For, behold, He who forms the mountains, and creates the wind, and declares to man what is
His thought, who makes the morning darkness, and treads on the high places of the earth, the Lord, the
G-d of hosts, is his name.
Source 6

Translation: There are those who ask: why is it necessary to mention features of day at night and features of
night during the day; is it not enough that one mentions the features of day during the day and features of
night during the night? Rabbi Eliyahu, the Frenchman, said: the reason to mention the features of day at
night and the features of night during the day is based on a story found in the Gemara: This heretic said to
Rebbe: He who created light could not have created darkness and He who created darkness could not have
created light because of how the verse is written: Yotzair Ohr and OO’Voraih Choshech; meaning because
the verse did not say: Yotzair Ohr V’Choshech; the fact that two verbs are used in the verse, Yotzair and
Voraih, meant to the Heretic that two distinct entities created each. Rebbe answered him: Idiot, look to the
end of the verse in which the Prophet says: “Hashem Tzvakot is His name” that G-d alone created
everything. As a result it is necessary to mention the features of day at night and the features of night during
the day to teach that One creator created everything.
Source 7

Translation: Baruch Ata Hashem Elokainu Melech Ha’Olam Yotzair Ohr is the first Bracha before
Kriyas Shma. They included the words: OO’Voraih Choshech in order to refer to features of the night
during the day, etc. It is explained at the end of the first chapter of Tractate Brachot: The students of Rabbi
Yona wrote that the reason to refer to the features of night during the day and the features of day during the
night was as a message in opposition to what a Heretic said that whoever created light could not have
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features of the night during the day, it would appear that we believe that darkness is evil. This is not so
because all that G-d created is good. According to this reason it would not be necessary to refer to day at
night but for the fact that we want the prayers to parallel each other.
Source 8

Translation: There already was a custom in the cities to recite between the prayer Ahavas Olam and
Kriyas Shma, the words: Kail Melech Ne’eman. In my youth it troubled me, because it is well known that
the prayer Ahavas Olam is the Bracha for the Mitvah of Kriyas Shma, based on the rule that all Mitzvot
require the recital of a Bracha before the performance of the Mitzvah. The same rule applies in connection
with reciting Hallel; reading Megilat Esther; reading the Torah; and of course in connection with reciting
Kriyas Shma. It is based on that rule that we learned that if one studied Torah after reciting Kriyas Shma
that it was not necessary to recite the Bracha that precedes learning Torah since he had already fulfilled the
obligation to recite a Bracha before studying Torah by reciting the Bracha of Ahava Rabbah which is the
equivalent to the Bracha for studying Torah. The reason that our Sages instituted the practice to recite two
blessings before reciting Kriyas Shma was because the earliest time in the day that one can recite Kriyas
Shma is tied to sunrise and sunset. But there is a major difference between the Brachot that precede Kriyas
Shma. The Brachot of Yotzair Ohr and Maariv Aravim are blessings of Praise as we learned that one
who never saw the celestial bodies in his life because he was blind cannot Porais Shma.
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