Tefila 101Lesson 43Source 1

Translation: MISHNAH. In the morning two blessings are to be said before Kriyat Shma and one after
it. In the evening two are said before Kriyat Shma and two after it, one long and one short. Where the Sages
ruled that a long Bracha should be said, it is not permitted to say a short one. Where they ordained a short
Bracha, a long one is not permitted. A prayer which they ordered to be concluded with a Bracha must not be
left without such a conclusion; one which they ordered to be left without such a conclusion must not be so
concluded. GEMARA. What Brachos does one say in the morning? R. Jacob said in the name of R.
Oshaia: Blessed are You who forms light and creates darkness’ . . . Which is the other Bracha— Rab
Judah said in the name of Samuel: ‘With abounding love’. So also did R. Eleazar instruct his son R.
Pedath to say: ‘With abounding love’. It has been taught to the same effect: We do not say, ‘With
everlasting love’, but ‘With abounding love’. The Rabbis, however, say that ‘With everlasting love’ is said;
and it is based on the verse: Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore with affection I have
drawn you. Rab Judah said in the name of Samuel: If one rose early to study the Torah before he had
recited the Shema’, he must say a Bracha over the study. But if he had already recited the Shema’, he need
not say a Bracha, because he has already fulfilled his obligation by
saying ‘With abounding love’.
Source 2

copyright 2018. The Beurei Hatefila Institute, www.beureihatefila.com, Abe Katz, Founding Director

Tefila 101Translation: Rab Judah said in the name of Shmuel: If one rose early to study the Torah before he had
recited the Shema’, he must say a Bracha before learning. But if he had already recited the Shema’, he need
not say a Bracha, because he had met the requirement by saying ‘Ahava Rabbah (With abounding love)’.
Rabbi Huna said: Before reading of Scripture it is necessary to say a Bracha, but for the study of the
Midrash, no Bracha is required. Rabbi Eleazar, however, says that for both Scripture and Midrash a
Bracha is required, but not for the Mishnah. Rabbi Yochonan says that for the Mishnah also a Bracha is
required, but not for the Talmud. Raba said: For the Talmud also it is necessary to say a Bracha. Rabbi
Hiyya ben Ashi said: Many times did I stand before Rab to repeat our section in the Sifra of the School of
Rab, and he would first wash his hands and say a Bracha and then go over our section with us. What
Bracha is said before the study of the Torah? Rab Judah said in the name of Shmuel: Blessed are You . . .
who has sanctified us by Your commandments, and commanded us to study the Torah. Rabbi Yochonan
used to conclude as follows: ‘Make pleasant, therefore, we beseech You, O Lord our G-d, the words of Your
Torah in our mouth and in the mouth of Your people the house of Israel, so that we with our offspring and
the offspring of Your people the house of Israel may all know Your name and study Your Torah. Blessed
are You, O Lord, who teaches Torah to Your people Israel’. Rabbi Hamnuna said: ‘Blessed are You . . .
who has chosen us from all the nations and given us Your Torah. Blessed are You, O Lord, who gives the
Torah’. Rabbi Hamnuna said: This is the finest of the benedictions. Therefore let us say all of them.
Source 3

Translation: Therefore they began the practice to recite Ahavah Rabbah in Tefilat Schacharit and to recite
Ahavat Olam in Tefilat Maariv.
Source 4

Translation: The Geonim wrote that we should follow both the position of Shmuel and the position of
Rabbanan. That is the practice in Ashkenaz and France to recite Ahavah Rabbah in Tefilat Schacharit
and Ahavat Olam in Maariv.
Source 5

Translation: Rav Tzemach HaGaon wrote: there are places where they recite Ahavah Rabbah and there
are places where they recite Ahavat Olam. Rav Yaakov asked Rav Chananel why do they recite Ahavah
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Tefila 101Rabbah. Did we not learn that the Rabbanan said to recite Ahavat Olam? They answered him that in the
morning we recite Ahavah Rabbah and in the evening we recite Ahavat Olam. Hilchot Gedolot, Rabbi
Chananel and Rabbenu Yitzchak Passi held like the Rabbanan. So wrote Rabbi Yeshaya that since the
gemara said like Rabbanan, the Halacha follows the Rabbanan. For what reason should we follow Shmuel
as well.
Source 6

Translation: In Tefilas Shacharis we recite two Brachos before Kriyas Shema and one after. Of the two
Brachos before Kriyas Shema, one is long and one is short. Which is the second one? R. Yehuda in the
name of Shmuel said: it is Ahava Rabbah; i.e. in addition to the first Bracha of Yotzer Ohr. So taught
R. Elazar to his son: we say Ahava Rabbah but the majority disagree and hold that the Bracha begins
with the words: Ahavas Olam. That is what we learned in another Baraita: we do not say Ahava
Rabbah. Instead we say Ahavas Olam. Based on that, R. Chananel and the RIF held that one should
say Ahavas Olam. What about the earlier reference in the Talmud that reciting the Bracha of Ahava
Rabbah exempts you from having to recite a Birkas Ha’Torah during the day? That is the opinion of
Shmuel who has his reasons. It appears to me that we forged a compromise and follow both opinions. In
Tefilas Shacharis we follow the opinion of R. Elazar as he explained to his son and in Tefilas Arvis we
follow the majority opinion and say Ahavas Olam. I saw that there are different versions of this gemara;
i.e. that we do not say Ahavas Olam but we say Ahavah Rabbah and so it was found in a book from
Yerushalayim that came from a Yeshiva there.
Source 7

1. R. Eliezer ben R. Yoel Halevi, Ra'avyah, was born ca. 1140 in Mainz, Germany, and passed away in Cologne, ca. 1220. His
father, R. Yoel Halevi, and his grandfather, R. Eliezer ben R. Nathan (Ra'avan), were noted German Tosafists.
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Tefila 101Translation: The second Bracha of Kriyas Shema begins with the words: Ahavah Rabbah Ahavtanu
because in Kriyas Shema we say that you should love G-d, your G-d and you say: to love G-d, your G-d.
Based on those words, the theme of the two Brachos that introduce Kriyas Shema, whether in the morning or
at night, is that G-d loves the Jewish People. That is a reminder that just as we have an obligation to love
G-d, so too G-d has an obligation to love us. That love is based on a verse (Shir HaShirim 8, 7); a
torrent of water cannot extinguish that love because that love is so vast. It is further written (Malachi 1, 2):
I have loved you, so said the Lord. And it is written (Devarim 7, 8): from G-d’s love and His observance
of His oath. Because we learn within the Parshios of Shema that we must teach our children to be
knowledgeable about our relationship with G-d, our Sages included in this Bracha the concepts of learning,
teaching, observing and performing.
Source 8

Translation: We learn from the aforesaid that although the conclusion of the gemara is quite clear and was
accepted by the Geonim, some of the Rabbinic leaders in Sura continued to maintain that the Halacha was
not clearly established. They then forged a compromise by which during the course of the day, both versions
of the Bracha would be said. They gave priority to the opening of Ahava Rabbah and established it to be
the opening for the Bracha before Kriyas Shema in Tefilas Shacharis. These are the Geonim of Sura who
followed that path: R. Chaninai (769-774); R. Yaakov son of Mordechai (797-811); R. Kohain Tzedek
(838-848); R. Sar Shalom (848-853). We should add R. Amrom (858) to that list. He incorporated
that solution in his Siddur. According to R. Shereira and R. Hai the compromise was followed in only one
Beis Midrash in Sura. Those who followed that practice including the heads of the Yeshiva acknowledged
that their practice was contrary to the majority opinion but they maintained the practice because they did not
want to change from the long standing custom in their community. The other Batei Midrashim in Sura
followed the majority opinion found in the Gemara and said Ahavas Olam both in the morning and at
night. That was also the opinion of both R. Shereria and R. Hai. So too that was the practice provided in
the Siddur of R. Sa’Adiya Gaon even though he too presided in a Yeshiva in Sura and further despite that
in general, R. Sa’Adiya never felt tied to the customs of that Yeshiva.
copyright 2018. The Beurei Hatefila Institute, www.beureihatefila.com, Abe Katz, Founding Director

Tefila 101-

Translation: In any event it is clear not only from the testimony of R. Shereira and R. Hai that in most
areas of Sura they followed the majority opinion and they said the words Ahavas Olam both in the morning
and at night This practice was also attested to by another Gaon, an anonymous one, in his response to a
question about Piyuttim; i.e if he opens the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema in the morning with the words
Yotzer Ohr Oo’Vorei Choshech and ends with a Piyutt and says Ahavas Olam Ahavtanu, he may end as
he wishes. Based on the opinion of R. Shereira and R. Hai, later Halachic decision makers such as R.
Chananel and the RIF, followed in their footsteps, as did the Rambam (Hilchos Kriyas Shema 1, 6).
That also became the opinion of the Ba’Al Hilchos Gedolos and the opinion found in the majority of the
handwritten manuscripts of that era and the testimonies of other Rishonim. That is the version cited in the
Kuzari and in almost all Sephardic books.

Translation: This practice (of saying Ahavas Olam at all times) was accepted throughout the Jewish
Diaspora without any complaints except in Ashkenaz and in some parts of France. The inhabitants of
Ashkenaz, without exception, established the practice of saying Ahavah Rabbah in Tefilas Shacharis and
Ahavas Olam in Tefilas Arvis. They followed in the footsteps of the line of Geonim from Sura who forged
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Tefila 101the compromise and as a practical matter followed the long standing practice in Sura. The Ashkenazim
continued to adhere to their practice despite the position found in Kabbalistic works. But Chasidim who
adopted the Nusach Ha’Tefila of the AR”I, changed their practice and said Ahavas Olam both morning
and night. That practice raised the ire of the Ha’Rav Yechezkeil Landau, the Noda B’Yehudah, who
responded to their practice with very harsh words.
Theoretically, you might suggest that what we are observing here is a difference in practice between Minhag
Bavel and Minhag Eretz Yisroel. Nevertheless, to our great surprise, we cannot link either practice
exclusively to either Minhag Bavel and Minhag Eretz Yisroel. The sources are not clear and some
contradict each other . We therefore have to suggest that the practice in Ashkenaz was borrowed from Seder
Rav Amrom Gaon, whose Siddur served as a model for Ashkenazim concerning the words of Tefila and
synagogue practice. That caused them to follow a unique practice that was opposite what the remainder of
the Jewish world was practicing either in the East or the West, including Italy, the country from which
Ashkenazim originated. Despite that fact, Ashkenazim maintained that their custom was in line with
the authentic interpretation of the Gemara and they claimed that they found a source for their practice in a
book that had been published in Yerushalayim.

-Let Us Follow Both Customs
In this lesson we examined examples of Tefila practices that represent the combination of
two versions of one practice. The following is a list of some other practices that follow the
same rule:
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