Tefila 101Lesson 42-The Role Of Piyuttim In The Tefilos
Source 1
Translation: R. Eliezer says: prayer that is recited in a rote manner does not constitute supplication.
Source 2

Translation: He who recites Kriyas Shema and fails to concentrate on the meaning of the first verse of
Kriyas Shema; i.e. Shema Yisroel, does not fulfill the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema. Concerning the remainder
of the verses within Kriyas Shema, even if he was just studying that portion of the Torah or was writing that
portion of the Torah but he was doing so during the time when the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema could be
fulfilled, he properly completed the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema provided that he concentrated on the meaning
of the first verse of Kriyas Shema.
Source 3

Translation: He who recites Shemona Esrei must concentrate on the meaning of each of the Brachos. If he
is not able to concentrate on the meaning of each of the Brachos, then he should at a minimum concentrate
on the meaning of the first Bracha, Avos (forefathers). If he did not concentrate on the meaning of the first
Bracha, he should repeat all of Shemona Esrei. RAMAH: In our era, we no longer require those who fail
to concentrate on the meaning of the first Bracha of Shemona Esrei to repeat Shemona Esrei because we are
concerned that when the person repeats Shemona Esrei, he will again not concentrate on the meaning of the
first Bracha. Since that is the case, why ask him to repeat Shemona Esrei?
Source 4

Translation: You should not recite recite liturgical poetry of any sort including Krubatz (meaning liturgical
poetry within the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema. Others define the word as representing a mnemonic-Kol
Rina V’Yeshua B’Ohalei Tzadikkin-the sound of joy and redemption in the tents of the righteous) during
the repetition of Shemona Esrei. RAMAH: There are those who permit the recital of liturgical poems
when saying the Brachos of Kriyas Shema and the repetition of Shemona Esrei since they represent prayers
for the needs of the community (Rosh,Tosafos, the Rif and the Ran at the beginning of the last chapter of
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Tefila 101Maseches Rosh Hashonah and the Hagos Maimoinides, chapter 10, and the Tur). That is how
Ashkenazim conduct themselves wherever they reside.
Source 4

Source 5

Source 6
A portion of the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema as it appears in a Siddur that follows the
Persian Minhag1 circa 1500’s

1. This Siddur can be viewed at http://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=20923&pgnum=1.
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Source 8

Source 9

Translation: Rashi did not follow the practice of reciting the Bracha of Yismach Moshe as the middle
Bracha of Shemona Esrei on Shabbos for Shacharis. Instead he would recite Ata Bichartanu and would
add the words: Shabbosos L’Menucha. Rashi followed this practice because he did not see a link between
Shabbos and Moshe Rabbenu being happy. Rabbenu Tam returned the practice to its former way by
explaining the following: there is a very important reason to recite the Bracha of Yismach Moshe as it is
written in the opening chapter of Maseches Shabbos (10, 1) why does the verse say: to know that I am G-d
who is the One who makes you holy? G-d said to Moshe, Moshe, I have a wonderful gift in my storage
house and Shabbos is its name. I wish to give it to the Jewish people; go and notify the Jewish people.
That is why our Sages composed the Bracha of Yismach Moshe on account of the great gift that G-d gave,
the gift of Shabbos.
Source 10

Translation: Those who recite Piyuttim in the middle of the first and second Bracha of Shemona Esrei or in
any prayer service or on a holiday and the Piyutt represents the theme of that day or of the Bracha or of the
Tefila or who add words of Midrash on Tisha B’Av and Purim. If they add material that matches the
theme of the Bracha and on Rosh Hashonah and on Yom Kippur add words seeking G-d’s favor or
forgiveness and on Tisha B’Av they say words bemoaning the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, they have
2.
R. Abraham ben R. Nathan was born in Lunel, Provence, c. 1155 and died in Toledo, 1215. During his wanderings, he noted the differences in
custom between various communities, and later composed Manhig Bnei HaOlam (also known as HaManhig) recording them.
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Tefila 101Rabbinic approval as long as they do not change the opening and closing of the Bracha. The one exception
is for “Kibbutz Galios and B’Hi’Kabetz Bsulos” and other similar material which may not be recited and
if they do say material similar to that, they should be taught to not do so.
Source 11

Source 12

Translation: After answering to Barchu, the Shaliach Tzibbur opens with Preisas Shma with two Brachos
before Kriyas Shema beginning with Yotzer Ohr. In most places the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema is
changed on Shabbos by beginning with Ha’Kol Yoducha until Serafim V’Ofa’Nei Ha’Kodesh; then
L’Kail Asher Shavas until Kol Shevach Ma’Aseh Yadecha and then they end the Bracha as they do each
day. This is what Rav Amrom wrote and that is how most communities conduct themselves. Nevertheless,
in my opinion this practice has no basis and is in error because we find that no where did our Sages advise
us to change any Bracha because of Shabbos except as concerns the middle Bracha of Shemona Esrei and
the Bracha of Boneh Yerushalayim in Birkas Hamazone in which we are required to refer to Shabbos.
Therefore anyone who refers to Shabbos in any other Bracha is in error and did not fulfill his obligation to
recite that Bracha because he has changed the form of the Bracha from the original wording of the Bracha.
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Translation: Those who refer to the theme of Shabbos by way of Piyut when the Shaliach Tzibbur reaches
the first two Brachos of Shemona Esrei and in the other Brachos is in error and it is a Mitzvah to
reprimand them. Those who limit that kind of conduct and recite the Tefila without adding or subtracting
from that which was composed by the men of the Great Assembly, 120 elders including several prophets, his
reward is preserved for him by G-d. The same can be said of those who change the first Bracha of Kriyas
Shema on Shabbos Shacharis and end with a reference to Shabbos; i.e L’Kail Asher Shavas, it appears to
us that this is not the majority opinion and someone who conducts himself in that manner is in error on
several counts. First, he is adding to the Bracha what our Sages did not include for that Bracha on
Shabbos and they are not saying the Bracha with the same words as it is said every day and they add words
that do not belong there. Furthermore, on what basis can we change a Bracha simply because the day is
Shabbos. Is not the daily form of the Bracha appropriate for Shabbos? Certainly it is not a matter that we
are adding a request to that Bracha as we can do during the daily Shemona Esrei. Also we are required to
say the same Bracha whether it is Shabbos or a weekday in the form as composed by our Sages.

Translation: Therefore the appropriate way to act if your synagogue recites the paragraph Ha’Kol Yoducha
is that after Barchu, and before reciting the Bracha of Yotzer Ohr, first say Ha’Kol Yoducha and L’Kail
Asher Shavas until Ha’Manchil L’Amo Yisroel B’Yom Shabbos Kodesh and then recite the Bracha of
Yotzer Ohr and recite the other regular Birchos Kriyas Shema as our Sages composed them and are said on
regular days with adding and without subtracting
Source 13
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Translation: There are places that interrupt the Brachos of Kriyas Shema in order to insert Piyuttim and it
is preferable that the practice be discontinued since reciting Piyuttim at that point is an impermissible break
in the Brachos. RAMAH: Others say that it is not a practice that needs to be discontinued. That is why
in all Ashkenazic communities it is customary to recite Piyuttim during the Brachos of Kriyas Shema and
those who prefer not to say those Piyuttim, is not wrong. Nevertheless, one should not engage in other
activities while the Piyuttim are being recited even in the study of Torah and certainly, one should not engage
in idle conversation but if you are merely thinking about Torah issues or are peeking into a Torah book ,
that is not improper since thinking is not the same as saying words but he must be careful that he not allow
that thinking to lead to speaking. That is why it is preferable that a person not deviate from the communal
practice in that if his community recites Piyuttim, he should with them in saying those Piyuttim.
Source 14

Translation: The Shaliach Tzibbur stands and begins with V’HU Rachum and the congregation answers
after the Shaliach Tzibbur calls out Barchu. Then he begins with Asher Bidvaro Ma’Ariv Aravim, etc.
But some who instead begins the first Bracha of Shemona Esrei with Asher Kilah Ma’A’Secha committed
an error because a question was asked of R. Natroni as to his opinion about those who make that change
in that Bracha on Erev Shabbos and he answered that in the two Yeshivas of Babylonia they say Asher
Bi’Dvaro.
Source 15
To Worship God Properly Tensions Between Liturgical Custom And Halakhah In Judaism by Ruth
Langer-p. 117
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