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Lesson 4- THE AS PRECURSOR TO 
Source 1

Translation: Moshe organized eight shifts of Kohanim and eight shifts of Leviim who served on a rotating
basis. Dovid Hamelech and Shmuel HaNavi organized the Kohanim and Leviim into 24 shifts each as it
is written: Haima Yasad Dovid V’Shmuel Ha’Roeh B’munatam, these are the shifts of Kohanim and
Leviim. The prophets in Yerushalayim established 24 shifts of Ma’Amadot in conjunction with the
24 shifts of Kohanim and Leviim based on the verse: Tzav Et Bnei Yisroel V’Amarta Aleihem Et
Korbani Lachmi; it was not possible to say “all of Yisroel” and so it teaches us that a person can fulfill his
obligation through a representative.
Source 2

Translation: On three occasions of the year, on fast-days, on Ma'amadot, and on the Day of Atonement the
Kohanim lift up their hands to bless the people four times during the day, namely at the Schacharit service,
at Mussaf, at Minhah and at Ne'ilah.
Source 3

Translation: The following are the details concerning the Ma'amadot. It is said, Command the children of
Israel and say unto them: my food which is presented unto me. Now how can a man's offering be brought on
the altar and he is not present?  Therefore the early Prophets instituted twenty-four Mishmaroth, and each
Mishmar was represented at the Temple in Jerusalem by its own Ma'amad of Kohanim, Leviim and
Israelites. When the time came for the Mishmar to go up to Jerusalem, the Kohanim and Leviim went up to
Jerusalem and the Israelites of that Mishmar assembled in their cities and read from the Torah the story of
creation. 
Source 4
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Translation:  The men of the Israelite Ma'amad fasted on four days of that week, from Monday to
Thursday; they did not fast on Friday out of respect for the Sabbath nor on Sunday in order not to change
over without a break from the rest and delight of the Sabbath to weariness and fasting and perhaps die.
On Sunday they read “In the beginning, and, let there be a firmament”; on Monday, “Let there be a
firmament, and, let the waters be gathered together;  On Tuesday, “Let the waters be gathered together, and,
let there be lights;  On Wednesday, “Let there be lights, and, let the waters swarm; On Thursday, “Let the
waters swarm, and, let the earth bring forth”;  On Friday, “ Let the earth bring forth, and, and the
heavens and the earth was finished.”  Two persons read between them a long section and one a short section.
At Schacharit, Mussaf and Minhah, they assembled and read the requisite section by heart, in the same
way as people recite the Shema. They did not assemble at Minhah on Friday out of respect
for the Sabbath.
Source 5

Translation: Our Rabbis have taught: The men of the Mishmar prayed over the sacrifice of their brethren
that it may be favorably accepted, while the men of the Ma'amad assembled in their synagogues and
observed four fasts, on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of that week. On Monday they fasted
for those who go down to the sea; on Tuesday for those who travel in the deserts; on Wednesday that croup
may not attack children; on Thursday for pregnant women and nursing mothers, that pregnant women
should not suffer a miscarriage, and that nursing mothers may be able to nurse their infants; on Friday they
did not fast out of respect for the Sabbath; and certainly not on the Sabbath. Why did they not fast on
Sunday? — R. Johanan said: Because of the Christians. R. Samuel b. Nahmani said: Because it was the
third day after the creation of Man. Resh Lakish said: Because of the additional soul that one has on
Shabbat. For Resh Lakish said: Man is given an additional soul on Friday, but at the termination of the
Sabbath it is taken away from him, as it is said, He ceased from work and rested (Shavat Va’Yinafash]
that is to say, Once the rest had ceased, woe! that soul is gone.
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Source 6

Translation: AND THE ISRAELITES OF THE MISHMAR ASSEMBLED IN THEIR
CITIES AND READ FROM THE TORAH THE STORY OF CREATION, On what is
this based? — R. Jacob b. Aha said in the name of R. Assi: Were it not for the Ma'amadot heaven and
earth could not endure, as it is written, And he said: O Lord G-d, whereby shall I know that I shall
inherit it? Abraham said: Master of the Universe, should Israel sin before You, will You do unto them as
You did to the generation of the Flood and to the generation of the Dispersion? G-d replied to him: No. He
then said to him: Master of the Universe, ‘Let me know whereby I shall inherit it’. G-d answered: Take for
Me a heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three years old etc. Abraham then continued: Master of the
Universe! This holds good while the Temple remains in being, but when the Temple will no longer be what
will become of the Jews? G-d replied: I have already long ago provided for them in the Torah the order of
sacrifices and whenever they read it I will deem it as if they had offered them before me and I will grant them
pardon for all their iniquities.

Source 7

Translation: GEMARA. Our Rabbis taught: ‘On the following days fasting, and on some of them also
mourning, is forbidden: From the first until the eighth day of the month of Nisan, during which time the
Daily Offering was established, mourning is forbidden; from the eighth of the same until the close of the
Festival, during which time the date for the Feast of Weeks was re-established, fasting is forbidden. ‘From
the first until the eighth day of the month of Nisan, during which time the Daily Offering was established,
mourning is forbidden’. For the Sadducees used to say that an individual may of his own free will defray the
cost of the Daily Offering. What was their argument? — It is written, said they. The one lamb shall thou
offer in the morning and the other lamb shalt thou offer at dusk. And what was the reply of the Rabbis? 
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— It is written, My food which is presented unto Me for offerings made by fire, of a sweet savour unto Me,
shall you observe. Hence all sacrifices were to be taken out of the Temple fund.
Source 8

Translation:   All communal gatherings at the end of the Second Temple period and during the period of the
Mishna included the reading of the Torah.  In the following Mishnayos we find in detail how the
Ma’A’Mados divided the reading of the opening of Sefer Bereishis.

The concept behind  the Ma’A’Mados is based on the rule and practice that the Tamid offering during the
week and on Shabbos must be brought from the public’s contribution to the budget of the Beis Hamikdash.
Those monies were contributed by way of the half Shekel .  An individual was not allowed to designate his
individual donation to be used to bring the Tamid offering.  This was the opinion of the Perushim.  The
Sadduccees held that an individual was permitted to designate his individual donation to be used to bring
the Tamid offering.  When the Perushim became dominant (after the victory of the Hasmoneim) and they
were able to institute the collection of the half Shekel and the money that was used for the Tamid offering
began to be taken from this communal contribution, the Perushim designated the first eight days of Nissan
as a holiday as we learn in the first chapter of Megilas Taanis and the additional materials appended
thereto.

The practice of offering the daily Tamid sacrifice from the monies contributed through the half Shekel
cannot be traced earlier than the victory of the Hasmoneim.  At that time, the practice of Ma’A’Mados
was instituted with the offering of the daily Tamid sacrifice out of the communal monies or soon thereafter or
some time thereafter.  We have no additional documentary evidence to verify the existence of the
Ma’A’Mados beyond what is provided in the Talmud.  We further do not have any sources to prove that
while the Sadduccees controlled the service in the Second Temple, the practice of the Ma’A’Mados was
followed.  Therefore what we may be looking at is a practice instituted by the Perushim to accompany the
Temple service.
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Source 9
The Rabbinic Class Of Roman Palestine In Late Antiquity, by Lee I. Levine, Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi,
1989, p. 174
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Source 10
Mishmarot and Ma'amadot by E. E. Urbach, Tarbiz , 
pp. 304-327 (24 pages)

Translation:  Concerning remembering the Mishmaros-in addition to the memorials inscribed in some
synagogues in Israel and the Diaspora and the custom to refer to the Mishmar of the week in Piyuttim and
to pray for their re-establishment, we have a third reference.  In fragments found in the Cairo Geniza, that
include chapters of Mishnayos from Maseches Shabbos, that are remnants of two manuscripts, we find that
next to the chapter number, the name of a mishmar appears.  In one manuscript we find after the chapter
number, the appropriate Mishmar name, i.e. Chapter 8, Aviya; Chapter 9, Yeshu’a.  In the second
manuscript, you find: Petahya, Chapter 19; Yechezkeil, Chapter 20; Yachin, Chapter 21; Gemul,
Chapter 22; Dalia, Chapter 23, but the last one, Chapter 24, M’Aziya.

Translation:  These two manuscripts, whose script and wording indicate that they are early writings,
establish that there were places where it was customary to study each Shabbos, one chapter of Maseches
Shabbos and to mention before studying the name of the Mishmar of that week.  In Maseches Shabbos, we
find 24 chapters, corresponding the number of Mishmaros and based on that practice they reviewed all of
Maseches Shabbos, twice a year.
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